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The 2008 Revision: The 2008 Revision: 
two series of estimatestwo series of estimates

• 1990-2010 - 230 countries or areas

• 1960-2010 - 212 countries or areas
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Number of  international migrants 
(millions)
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Proportion of migrant stock 
on total population
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Countries with the largest number of 
international migrants, 2010 (millions)
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Countries with the highest percentage 
of international migrants, 2010*
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* Among those with at least one million inhabitants



Annual rate of change of migrants
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Number of refugees (millions)
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Annual rate of change of migrants
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Annual rate of change of migrants  
More developed regions

1.7

2.3
2.1

2.7 2.5

1.8
2.3

2.3

-0.5

0.0

0.5

1.0

1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0

1990-1995 1995-2000 2000-2005 2005-2010
Migrants Migrants excl. refugees

November 2009 
Population Division/DESA

United Nations www.unmigration.org



Annual rate of change of migrants  
Less developed regions
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Annual rate of change of migrants
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Net migration among 
the foreign-born 2005-2010

• Increase in the period 2005-2010
195.2 - 213.9 = 18.7 million
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• Estimated number of deaths among foreign-born

5.7 million

• Net migration among the foreign-born

18.7 + 5.7 = 24.4 million



Percentage of female migrants
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