ECESA Plus Meeting of Principals
CR3 (CB), United Nations Headquarters
New York
8 July 2014

Conclusions and action

» Principals were of the view that ECESA Plus could serve as an effective mechanism for
supporting the implementation of the Outcome of the Third International Conference on
SIDS

» Principals were informed that at the HLPF Session held during the first week of July, most
speakers identified the multi-stakeholder, multi-scale and multi-level approach with links to
national processes as the preferred option for the Global Sustainable Development Report
(GSDR). Therefore, all Member States may want to consider their own national
sustainable development report as part of the global conversation.

» Principals were informed that a key message of the event of the General Assembly held by
the President last month was that countries must put in place a robust accountability
framework — backed by reliable and comparable data. The role of regional institutions was
also stressed and the Secretary-General asked the regional commissions of the UN to
support regional consultations on accountability on the post-2015.

For Action:
* Principals of ECESA Plus were requested to consider the secondment of their staff for the

preparation of future editions of the global sustainable development report, in order to
ensure a broad and constructive engagement in this endeavour.

Summary of Discussions

Agenda |. Update on the Third International Conference on Small Island Developing States to be
held in Apia, Samoa, from 1-4 September, 2014

The Convenershared a quick overview of the extensive support received from the UN system

a. Analysis of the preparatory process and Draft Outcome.

Pre-Conference activities: The conference will be preceded by a Private Sector Forum, a Youth
Forum, a Major Groups and other Stakeholders Forum and a Renewable Energy Forum. A number of UN
entities have contributed to the Pre-Conference activities.

Side events: DESA had received several applications for side events. The Convener was
confident that a series of well-organized side events will contribute to the success of the Conference by
providing additional space for sharing ideas, experiences and lessons learned. Taking into consideration
the very limited space, however, the host country may not be able to accommodate all requests for side
events.



Programme of the Conference: The Bureau has recadedea programme of the Conference,
which is posted on the Conference website. The@®apat its last meeting adopted an oral decision
inviting the UN system organizations to participet¢he general debate of the Conference. Duheg
Conference, there will be a high-level side evdrthe CEB which will be presided over by the
Secretary-General. The Prime Minister of Samaavised to attend the first part of the CEB meeting

The outcome document: Negotiations are enterindtaéphase. Delegations have reached
agreement on the majority of the text. They ang faxusing on the climate change and means of
implementation. There is a clear commitment ofradin political groupings to bring this negotiatitmna
successful conclusion here in New York.

b. Engagement in the Conference and PartnersHipdies

Fifth, a significant innovation of the SIDS confice is its emphasis on partnerships. Six multi-
stakeholder partnership dialogues will be heldrythe Conference, replacing the traditional manriat
round table. The concept notes and programmesedfiiogues will be posted on the conference websit
in the latter part of July.

c. Planning ahead for the implementation of thef@mmce outcome

Much of the emphasis has been on capacity-builglinmgport from the UN system to SIDS. To
this end, SIDS have outlined specific areas whédesistem support is needed. SIDS also expect the
UN system to assist with the implementation anditodng of partnerships. It is incumbent on UN
entities to work together in support of the folloy-to the SIDS conference. ECESA Plus is playing an
important role in this regard.

Agenda Il. The Post-2015 Development Agenda and ti&ustainable Development Goals (SDGS)

The Convenernoted significant progress in the SDGs processeamghasized four key words as
we near this critical phase: Ambition, Momentumplementation and Accountability

Ambition: The Convener stressed the need to armaricambitious post-2015 development
agenda. While many of the SDGs and targets tleabeing considered in the Open Working Group
(OWG) are truly transformational, sensitivities lwfome areas remain. They include peaceful and
inclusive societies; rule of law and capable insins; how to address climate change and Means of
Implementation.

Momentum: The first phase of the agenda includeeath of consultations. There is the need
to keep up the political momentum towards the péetse in September. The negotiators must bear in
mind the messages we have heard from the wideabtmmmunity thus far. UNDG has also launched a
second round of consultations on issues relate@dptementation in 50 countries. Member States have
been highly appreciative of the valuable suppantnfthe UN system. It will be important not only to
continue offering technical expertise but alsoegbepared to offer effective and innovative solusito
Member States during this critical period.

Implementation: On implementation, the post-201%ettgpment agenda to be actionable. The
goals must be ambitious but realistic. The targeist be clear. All must be adaptable to variaustry
situations. SDGs must reflect the different naiaealities, capacities and development prioritieall
members of the United Nations.



Accountability: A message of the event of the Gah&ssembly held by the President last
month was that countries must put in place a rodcspuntability framework — backed by reliable and
comparable data. The role of regional institutiasas also stressed and the Secretary-General Hsked
regional commissions of the UN to support regiamasultations on accountability on the post-2015
development agenda. The UN has the institutiorchli@cture to review and promote implementation at
international level. The high-level political foruon sustainable development will conduct reviefvs o
implementation starting in 2016. The Charter bedie COSOC and the General Assembly-- will also
promote policy integration.

Agenda lll. The High Level Political Forum (HLPF): Next Steps

The Convener noted that the the HLPF is part obtbader institutional architecture for
sustainable development. The on-going sessidmediorum showed its great potential to promote and
review implementation of Rio+20 and SDGs. The cmmnjiear will be important in determining how to
ensure complementarity and synergies among vambergovernmental platforms such as the GA, the
strengthened ECOSOC and United Nations Environes¢mbly (UNEA) as they deliver on their
mandates. The UN Regional Commissions and theirrfbund of annual regional forums on sustainable
development can continue to play a catalytic roleltannel regional perspectives into the High-level
Political Forum. In the coming months, the UN systshould position its work vis-a-vis the High-leve
Political Forum. The forum will conduct regular iews on the follow-up aninplementation of
sustainable development commitments as of 201@sdwill also include reviews of relevant UN
entities. If prepared and conducted effectiveigse UN system reviews can provide important
opportunities for us to reflect on how we work ttige to support sustainable development and to seek
guidance from Member States. The forum will alsed to decide on how it will conduct these reviews
so that they lead to meaningful evaluations andifigs. Rio+20 mandated the Secretary-General to
report on progress by the UN system in mainstregurttia three dimensions of sustainable development
in its work. The Convener sought the views ofrtie@mbers of ECESA Plus on this matter.

Agenda |IV. The Global Sustainability Development Reort (GSDR)

On the Global Sustainability Development Repor, @onvener thanked all ECESA Plus
members for their contributions and support to lbehSG's report on the "options for the scope and
methodology for a global sustainable developmeambnt® and the prototype GSDR report in the past
year. He then highlighted key messages emergarg fhe HLPF session held prior to the ECESA Plus
meeting. Interventions during the meeting undedithe importance attached to the GSDR as an
instrument of the High-level Political Forum toesigthen the science-policy-society interface. The
recommendations of the Report of the SG on “theoptfor scope and methodology of a global
sustainable development” were also discussed. t dpeakers identified the multi-stakeholder, multi-
scale and multi-level approach with links to natibprocesses as the preferred option. Thereftire, a
Member States may want to consider their own natisastainable development report as part of the
global conversation. The Global Sustainable Diy@ent Report offers an opportunity to bring togeth
scientific communities, analytical teams of the Efétem, decision-makers, and civil society for
transformative changes at both global and local&vA number of concrete suggestions were made on
the way forward, including the creation of an igerernmental committee of experts, a network of
national focal points, as well as inputs from tleei®tary-General’'s Advisory Board on Science and
Technology, the Future Earth Programme, the Acaelewii Science, and from regional and national
research initiatives (for example, EU’s Joint Reske&entre).

With this, the Convener requested ECESA Plus mesrtioeconsider secondment of their staff for
the preparation of future editions of the globaitainable development report, in order to ensuread
and constructive engagement in this endeavour.



Agenda Item V: Any Other Business:Third international conference on financing fovelepment on
13-16 July 2015

The UN General Assembly decided to convene a thimtnational conference on financing for
development on 13-16 July 2015 in Addis Ababa,dfttsi. The scope of the Conference is set out by
General Assembly resolution 68/204. The Conferavitgesult in an intergovernmentally negotiated
and agreed outcome, which will constitute an imguatrcontribution to the implementation of the post-
2015 development agenda. The reports of thegoternmental Committee of Experts on Sustainable
Development Financing and of the Open Working Gromsustainable Development Goals, as well as
the synthesis report of the Secretary-General,sgilve as important inputs to the preparation ef th
Conference. The preparatory process will inclugdestantive thematic sessions and informal hearings
with civil society and the business sector durimg period September 2014 - March 2015. In addition,
informal consultations and drafting sessions orotiteome document will be held in January, Apriflan
June 2015.

As for Monterrey and Doha, DESA will coordinate fbreparatory process of the Conference and
the Conference itself, under the auspices of tkeiéent of the General Assembly. Following Moregrr
and Doha modalities, the Conference and its prémpararocess will be open for participation by all
States and all observers in the General Assemblyed as all other relevant stakeholders, inclgdin
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizatand private sector entities. International feiah
institutions will have a special role to play ih@apects of the Conference. UN regional commission
with the support of regional development banks jmarged to hold regional consultations in prepemat
for the Conference.

The Convener then opened the floor for discussions.

OHRLLS: Agenda Item I: OHRLLS noted strong buy-in and s¢yoesponse from a diverse group of
international stakeholders, including internaticinancial organizations and regional developmeantis

for the Third International Conference on SIDS.aksexample, OHRLLS cited a pre-conference event
which it is organizing jointly with the Governmeurit Samoa and the Samoa Chamber of Commerce. The
Private Sector Partnerships Forum for Advancinganable Development in SIDS will take place on
30-31 August and will provide a platform upon whieffective, innovative and concrete partnerships’
could be developed, strengthened and announceghpme the implementation efforts of SIDS
sustainable development priorities.On the implemgm of the outcome document of SIDS, OHRLLS
expected ECESA to play a key role.

Agenda Item Il: OHRLLS stated that HLPF should &ddrongoing and new challenges, faced by SIDS,
LDCs and LLDCs in a holistic and cross-sectoral n@an

Agenda Item IIl: OHRLLS preferred option 2 for tB&DR as that option would facilitate the
involvement of national actors. OHRLLS stressext buy in by the national and international
communities would be critical. Especially, sincaicwies would look into policy options based on
scientific analysis and buy-in from national acteauld be necessary, particularly those that laek t
capacity for implementation.

OSAA: Agenda Item II: African countries view the po8tl® development agenda as part of an ongoing
transformative agenda in the African context. édn countries will negotiate on the post-2015
development agenda based on the Common Africatié¢tosn the Post-2015 Development Agenda
(CAP) that reflects African aspirations for postt80This will help ensure that African concerns faity



reflected. African countries will look at post-20a6d beyond. Through CAP, Africa has emphasized a
people-centered development approach that botlessiels the important unfinished business of the
MDGs and advocates for moving towards a broadereransformative sustainable development
agenda. Discussions in the AU Malabo Summit orfaltdcoming African Union’s Agenda 2063, which
will be adopted in 2015 and sets out the next sebgctives that African countries will pursue beg
2015, have emphasized the importance of povertliGation, infrastructure development and regional
integration, industrialization and youth employmastamong the core aspirations of the AU Agenda
2063. He explained that in addition to the post&pfocess, Africa will pursue the AU Agenda 206&as
global transformative agenda for the Continent. @®ted that it is encouraging that these core
priorities have figured prominently in the zeroftiat the report of the Open Working Group on
Sustainable Development Goals. He underscoredattammunt importance of ensuring coherence and
promoting synergies between the AU Agenda 2063laagost-2015 development agenda so as to make
the Continent’s strategic development vision amddiobal development framework mutually
reinforcing.

Agenda Item Ill: OSAA mentioned that the UN Gehéssembly, by its resolution 66/293, established
the UN monitoring mechanism to review the impleraéioh of the commitments made towards Africa’s
development by both Africa and its developmentmmad. t. OSAA hoped that this mechanism would
contribute to the HLPF. OSAA also underscored thgartance of drawing on the national and regional
monitoring and accountability mechanisms. As amg{a, OSAA noted that the forthcoming AU
Agenda 2063 is expected to feature a robust acability framework.

Agenda Item IV: OSAA expressed its support for apt?2 for the GSDR. Hoped that in preparation of the
GSDR, concerns of African countries would be adegjyaieflected and they would be fully consulted. |
this regard, OSAA noted that of the 830 authorthefFifth Assessment Report of the IPCC, only 8%
were from Africa, compared with 28% from North Angerand 34% from Europe.

The Convenernoted that the African continent placed industzation as a top priority as well as the
eradication of poverty. He believed that thesedssalso deserve special attention. He hopedtthat t
SDGs and targets proposed by the Open Working GiOWpG) would fully address African concerns.

He also noted the suggestions on GSDR and asshaethey would be taken into consideration when the
drafting team was set up.

UNESCO: Agenda Item I: UNESCO was fully on board with thregmrations for the SIDS conference.
UNESCO mentioned in particular, the launch of tHeSSY outh network in February 2014 and
highlighted side events that would be organizetdBYeSCO at the SIDS conference.

Agenda Item II: UNESCO mentioned that per mandaere were other intergovernmental processes on
education in particular that were also identifywagious targets. She sought suggestions on howdhe

of various processes, frameworks and networkssaiudision may converge. On the science-policy
interface inter-face, UNESCO stressed the impo#ganithe role of science on the post-2015
development agenda and its implementation as weh@ SDGs.

UNFEPA: Agenda Item |: UNFPA said that more emphasis khbe placed on young people, since 60
per cent of SIDS are young people. UNFPA askesifes related to environment and climate change
would be discussed in the context of SIDS. UNF@#ed that there is an emphasis on non-
communicable diseases, but communicable diseasakishot be ignored.

Agenda Item II: UNFPA raised the issue of mategfiahaternal mortality and the unfinished businafss
MDGs. UNFPA thanked DESA for its able stewarddbipthe post-2015 development agenda process.



However, issues raised in the ICPD Programme dbAdtave been omitted from the SDGs. In 2004 as
well as in 2007 universal access to reproductiatheervices were added. These have been omitted.

The Convenerpointed out that under Goal 5, there is generakesice to sexual and reproductive health
rights and ECESA Plus has to have to wait the detisf Member States.

ECLAC (and in its role as coordinator for the Regimal Commissions)Mentioned side events being
organized by regional commissions at the SIDS Genfee, including proposals for partnerships in
disaster resilience, youth employment through teaton of industries. ECLAC stressed the need for
more ambition, in the the post-2015 developmenhdgeand highlighted the importance of
implementation. ECLAC stressed the critical rdieegional solutions in the implementation of thesp
2015 development agenda. On HLPF, ECLAC notedtttztwhile regional consultations will be held,
however, there is the need for a joint report awoaantability. On the GSDR, ECLAC would like toese
the regional dimension adequately reflected.

UNCTAD: Agenda Item |I: UNCTAD stressed the need to in@e¢hs ambition of commitments for
SIDS. UNCTAD was also heavily engaged in the OW@ laad launched the World Investment Report.
The World Investment Report 2014 focuses on howamations can contribute to the realization of the
Sustainable Development Goals through additiondliamovative financing, investment and responsible
business practices.

Agenda item II: On financing the SDGs, UNCTAD peidtout that we should move away from saying
“financing the SDGs” and highlight that investimgthe SDGs is a sustainable enterprise.

Agenda item IV: UNCTAD acknowledged the GSDR asknarprogress and recommended centralizing
the monitoring of the SDGs in one instrument.

OHCHR: Agenda Item II: While the zero draft does not it a stand-alone goal on human rights -
which we have always discouraged because humats stgndards and principles relate to all
development goals - the draft integrates key hurigdnts elements across all goals. OHCHR was
however concerned that various other pertinent etesnof the rule of law could be missed over thehpu
back against a notion of rule of law that priogsZlaw and order’ and supports private sector
development without ensuring private sector acchility at the same time. A people-centered concept
of governance, including access to justice andipgalrticipation seems to enjoy broad support.
Fostering this consensus will be a critical tas&rdine coming weeks and beyond.

ITC: Agenda ltem I: ITC is engaged and extends itssfypport to DESA in its preparations towards the
SIDS conference. ITC is organizing a side eveni@lwith the private sector.

Agenda Item II: On the zero draft of the OWG, IT@ed that while trade issues were well captured, we
need to be careful about what exactly the Goaltwilto capture. For example, if increasing therslud
exports from developing countries is the objectiiiat will occur when commodity prices rise andevic
versa. The key is to ensure that developing casare able to diversify their exports and addieal

The international community must ensure that sigfficsupport is extended to those countries thatl ne
such help. ITC also proposed combining goals 178nd

Agenda Item IV: On the requested contributions ftbmorganizations. ITC would be happy to help in
any way possible.

UN WomenAgenda Item I:UNWomen mentioned that gender equality and yougihds have been well
captured in the draft outcome document of the Sibxference and referred to the organization ofla si
event on Beijing.



Agenda item Il: UNWomen shared the comments maddNiyPA. It added that ensuring an ambitious
agenda was very important at this stage of the @55 and SDG process.

WEP: Agenda item II: WFP also referred to the need foambitious post-2015 development agenda
and mentioned, in particular, the importance ofiffsecurity, nutrition and agriculture. Equally innfzmt
would be to include issues related to peacefulesies and rule of law.

Agenda item lll: WFP noted that together with IFABd FAO, the WFP could support the accountability
framework with robust data and helping countriesistate targets into indicators. On HLPF and kevie
of UN entities, WFP mentioned that it would be esis¢to agree on what would be covered in these
reviews. Equally important would be to see how pesg is defined and the particular means of
monitoring it. WFP also recommended a multi-tigstem of reviews, which would take into account
experience of agencies. Evaluation should be tfa fier, previous tiers could be actions impleradrar
not, final or interim output, among others

Agenda item IV: WFP noted its preference for optoiit also mentioned the importance of practitrone
and peer reviews in preparing the GSDR. The regimtild be pragmatic and accessible to larger
audience and should identify integrated and scalstllutions.

OCHA expressed concerns about internally displacedpsrisave dropped off from the zero draft of the
OWG. OCHA stressed lingering displacement is a&ceamand needs nationally owned solutions and
need to be integrated in national developmentesiras. OCHA pointed out that the development
community should discuss solutions to this chakkeng

UNHABITAT Agenda Item I: UNHabitat informed ECESA Plus timtially there was no language
related to human settlements in the draft outcoomishent. But, recently, some language was
introduced. UNHABITAT is involved in the preparati of the SIDS Conference and hope to be involved
in the implementation of the outcome document.

On SDGs, UNHABITAT mentioned that there is an urlgaal and that they are following the process
closely. However, it will be important to look ladw the governance system can include governance at
the local level. ECOSOC's integration segment leamahstrated how the three dimensions of sustainable
urbanization development could be integrated atitydevel and promoted dialogue between
governance at different levels. It would be impattneed to include issues related to governanite at
local level as well. And it would be importantteke these issues into consideration during thegs®

of elaboration of the post-2015 development agenda.

The Third United Nations Conference on Housing @uadtainable Urban Development (Habitat Il1) in
2016 will be the first global conference after #umption of the post-2015 development agenda i5.201
It would be important to ensure coherence betwieervto.

CEB Secretariat Agenda I: CEB Secretariat informed participantt the preparations for the CEB
high-level side event in Apia, Samoa were progressiell. The CEB has endorsed a statement to the
SIDS conference and Fifteen Principals will be ipgrating along with the Secretary-General.

UNHCR asked how issues related to countries that ademithy conflict and internal displacement
countries can be included in the post 2015 devedopragenda.

IOM: Agenda item I, IOM referred to the partnershipdaaster risk reduction and noted the importance
of mobility for SIDS. IOM thanked the co-chairsW@NTT for the successful interagency-collaboration.



CBD Secretariat: Agenda item lll: The CBD Secretariat discussedTivelfth Meeting of the
Conference of the Parties to the Convention ondgjichl Diversity (Republic of Korea, 6 — 17 October
2014). It highlighted the importance of biodiveysior poverty eradication.

The Convenerthanked ECESA Plus members for their active gagton and then adjourned the
meeting.



