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Eight million pEoplE in northErn nigEria  
facing acutE food insEcurity

T he October 2016 analysis of the 
Cadre harmonisé1 expands its 

coverage to include for the first time 
16 out of 36 states, almost half of 
Nigeria. In these states, some eight 
million people are currently facing 
acute food insecurity (phases  3-5, 
October-December 2016). Due to 
the Boko Haram insurgency and 
massive population displacement, 
the three northeastern states, 
Adamawa, Borno and Yobe, have 

1 West African tool to analyse and identify areas and 
amount of people at risk of food and nutrition insecurity.

reached extremely high levels of food 
insecurity (Maps & Facts no 44). While 
humanitarian access is improving, 
the situation remains particularly 
worrisome in the state of Borno, 
where nearly 60% of the population 
(3.3 million people) are still facing 
acute food insecurity (phases 3-5), 
including 55 000 people threatened 
by famine (phase 5). If no appro-
priate measures are being taken, the 
current food and nutrition situation 

is likely to get worse during the next 
lean season in June-August 2017. By 
then, the Cadre harmonisé projec-
tions indicate that the number of 
severely food insecure people in the 
16 analysed states could reach 8 to 
10 million people. Analytical tools, 
data collection methods and training 
for local administrations need to be 
further developed in order to fine-tune 
and expand the analysis of the Cadre 
harmonisé to all parts of Nigeria.

 
Source: Cadre harmonisé, national analysis, October 2016. © Agrhymet/CILSS
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WEST AFRICA’S FOOD SECURITY OUTLOOK FOR 2019

Some 4.5 million people in the Sahel 
and West Africa were in need of 

assistance during the period from October 
to December 2018. About 182 000 people 
required emergency assistance in Nigeria, 
Mali, The Gambia, Mauritania, Niger and Chad. 
In northeastern Nigeria, the area around 
Lake Chad and the Liptako-Gourma region, 
this situation is due to the deterioration of 
their livelihoods because of persistent civil 
insecurity. If appropriate measures are not 
taken, nearly 8.9 million people, including 
4.5 million in Nigeria, could be a� ected by 
June-August  2019. Some 500  000 people 
could be in urgent need. The food situation 
is also of serious concern in Niger where the 
number of food insecure people is likely to 
double from 600 000 people (phases 3-5) 
to 1.2  million people in need of urgent 
assistance (5% of Niger’s population). The 
number of food insecure people in other 
Sahelian countries has been reduced 
compared to previous years, but many areas 
still need timely and targeted support to help 
vulnerable populations. The Tibesti region in 
northern Chad and the department of Bilma 
in northeastern Niger have developed into a 
new food insecure area that will require close 
monitoring.
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Source: Cadre harmonisé analysis, PREGEC regional consultation, Abidjan, November 2018

© 2018. Food Crisis Prevention Network (RPCA). Maps produced by CILSS/Agrhymet
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Source: Cadre harmonisé analysis, PREGEC regional 
consultation, Abidjan, November 2018



n°32
March 2016Maps & facts ClubSAHEL AND

WEST AFRICA

No 45, November 2016

www.oecd.org/swac/maps 
ClubSAHEL AND

WEST AFRICA
Secretariat

These maps are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over any territory, to the delimitation of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any  
territory, city or area. We encourage the use of our maps! Please include the Club’s copyright, inform or contact us for specific requests: swac.contact@oecd.org

Eight million pEoplE in northErn nigEria  
facing acutE food insEcurity

T he October 2016 analysis of the 
Cadre harmonisé1 expands its 

coverage to include for the first time 
16 out of 36 states, almost half of 
Nigeria. In these states, some eight 
million people are currently facing 
acute food insecurity (phases  3-5, 
October-December 2016). Due to 
the Boko Haram insurgency and 
massive population displacement, 
the three northeastern states, 
Adamawa, Borno and Yobe, have 

1 West African tool to analyse and identify areas and 
amount of people at risk of food and nutrition insecurity.

reached extremely high levels of food 
insecurity (Maps & Facts no 44). While 
humanitarian access is improving, 
the situation remains particularly 
worrisome in the state of Borno, 
where nearly 60% of the population 
(3.3 million people) are still facing 
acute food insecurity (phases 3-5), 
including 55 000 people threatened 
by famine (phase 5). If no appro-
priate measures are being taken, the 
current food and nutrition situation 

is likely to get worse during the next 
lean season in June-August 2017. By 
then, the Cadre harmonisé projec-
tions indicate that the number of 
severely food insecure people in the 
16 analysed states could reach 8 to 
10 million people. Analytical tools, 
data collection methods and training 
for local administrations need to be 
further developed in order to fine-tune 
and expand the analysis of the Cadre 
harmonisé to all parts of Nigeria.

 
Source: Cadre harmonisé, national analysis, October 2016. © Agrhymet/CILSS
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Phases d’insécurité alimentaire
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Source : Analyses du Cadre harmonisé, Consultation régionale du PREGEC, Abidjan, novembre 2018.

© 2018. Réseau de prévention des crises alimentaires (RPCA), cartes réalisées par CILSS/Agrhymet

Q uelque 4.5 millions de personnes au 
Sahel et en Afrique de l’Ouest étaient 

en besoin d’assistance immédiate pour 
la période octobre-décembre 2018, dont 
182 000 en situation d’urgence au Nigéria, 
au Mali, en Gambie, en Mauritanie, au 
Niger et au Tchad. Cette situation est due 
à la détérioration des moyens d’existence 
qui a été aggravée par l’insécurité civile 
persistante au nord-est du Nigéria, dans les 
zones du lac Tchad et du Liptako-Gourma. 
En l’absence de mesures appropriées, 
près de 8.9 millions de personnes, dont 
4.5  millions au Nigéria, pourraient être 
a� ectées en juin-août 2019, parmi lesquelles 
500 000 en urgence. La situation alimentaire 
est également très préoccupante au Niger 
où le nombre de personnes en situation 
de crise devrait doubler, passant de 
600 000 personnes actuellement (phases 
3 à 5) à 1.2  million de personnes ayant 
besoin d’une assistance urgente (5 % de 
la population du Niger). Le nombre de 
personnes en insécurité alimentaire dans 
les autres pays sahéliens a diminué par 
rapport aux années précédentes mais de 
nombreuses zones nécessitent toujours 
un soutien ciblé et en temps opportun en 
faveur des populations vulnérables. La 
région du Tibesti dans le nord du Tchad et 
le département de Bilma dans le nord-est du 
Niger forment une nouvelle zone d’insécurité 
alimentaire qui doit être surveillée de près.
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Source : Analyses du Cadre harmonisé, Consultation régionale 
du PREGEC, Abidjan, novembre 2018.


