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The Hogan Lovells Consumer Team recognizes the challenges that you are facing during 
this uncertain time. Businesses are reshaping the way they operate and consumers are 
changing the way they shop. Supply chains are strained. Plants and factories are closing 
down or transitioning to making health care products. Workers want to know if it is safe 
to come to work.  

As COVID-19 continues to impact consumer companies around the world, and there 
seems to be an endless stream of new information, our team has compiled the firm’s 
guidance and alerts that are most relevant to your business. In the following pages, you 
will find a compilation of the guidance that the Hogan Lovells team has published to 
date to address the COVID-19 crisis. 

If you have questions or need support, please do not hesitate to get in touch with the 
authors of these alerts listed in this guide or the Hogan Lovells lawyers with whom you 
regularly work.

Kelly Tubman Hardy
Partner
Global Head, Consumer Sector
Washington, D.C., Baltimore

COVID-19: A Global Guide
Hogan Lovells has developed the COVID-19 Global Guide to help clients 
navigate the rapidly changing governmental, legal, and regulatory landscape  
of COVID-19. The Guide covers topics ranging from Government support 
schemes to the impact of COVID-19 on M&A, across 20 countries. 

Returning to the Workplace. The global coronavirus pandemic has impacted 
workforces in different ways in each sector. As many global businesses now 
navigate plans to safely return their employees to the workplace, we are faced 
with a web of interconnected issues and variations across jurisdictions. Here 
we’ve included a list of resources to help companies and their employees 
return to the workplace. 

https://www.engage.hoganlovells.com/knowledgeservices/covid-19-a-global-guide
https://www.engage.hoganlovells.com/knowledgeservices/covid-19-a-global-guide
https://www.hoganlovells.com/en/topic-center/covid-19/returning-to-the-workplace


Global supply chain
Contracts
Global
•	 Global | Force majeure claims in future waves of 

COVID-19: four key actions (8 July 2020)

•	 Global | Supply chain and force majeure disputes in 
the COVID-19 era (8 April 2020)

Americas
•	 U.S. | COVID-19 and IT service provider contracts: 

A checklist for force majeure events (13 April 2020)

•	 Mexico | The Force Majeure Problem and the 
COVID-19 (30 March 2020)

•	 U.S. | MAC/MAE clauses and the COVID-19 
pandemic: a checklist of things to consider  
(27 March 2020)

•	 U.S. | Coronavirus as a contractual force majeure 
event: A simple checklist for New York contracts  
(23 March 2020)

•	 U.S. | Coronavirus pandemic and implications of 
force majeure (20 March 2020)

Europe
•	 UK | “COVID-19 MAC – Can we get out please?” – 

UK Takeover Panel says no (28 May 2020)

•	 France | The impact of the COVID-19 crisis and 
government measures in relation to the capacity of 
parties to perform their contractual obligations - 
force majeure, revision of contracts for unforeseen 
circumstances and MAC clauses (27 May 2020)

•	 Russia | The Supreme Court of Russia to Clarify 
Certain COVID-19 Related Legal Issues  
(22 April 2020)

•	 France | COVID-19: can the parties evade their 
contractual obligations? (9 April 2020)

•	 Spain | Update - COVID-19 in Spain: Measures on 
Contracts and Corporate Activity (8 April 2020)

•	 Italy | Electronic signature and electronic 
documents: how to sign Italian law agreements 
during the lockdown (3 April 2020)

•	 Netherlands | Impact COVID-19 on contract 
performance under Dutch law (30 March 2020)

•	 Italy, Germany, Spain, and France | Combating 
COVID-19: Government powers for safeguarding 
supply of critical products and potential conversion 
of production (27 March 2020)

•	 Spain |Can COVID-19 be used to seek the 
suspension, variation or termination of commercial 
agreements? (23 March 2020)

•	 Poland | COVID-19 and the terms of existing 
contracts in Poland (23 March 2020)

•	 Germany | Top 5 questions from Germany on 
COVID-19, contracts and supply chains  
(19 March 2020)

•	 UK | Coronavirus as a contractual force majeure 
event: A simple checklist (16 March 2020)

Asia-Pacific
•	 Japan | A review of MAC Clauses in a COVID-19 

Climate in Japan (26 March 2020)

Supply chain 
Americas
•	 U.S. | CISA recommends raw materials be diverted 

to produce hand sanitizer (9 April 2020)

•	 U.S. | Customs Rescinds Proposal to Extend 
Payment of Duties in Response to COVID-19 
Pandemic; Requires Payment of Deferred Duties 
Not Granted Extension (30 March 2020)

•	 U.S. | USTR invites comments on potential Section 
301 exclusions in response to coronavirus pandemic 
(25 March 2020) 

•	 U.S. | FDA moves to increase ventilator supply  
(24 March 2020)

•	 U.S. | The Defense Production Act and the PREP 
Act: Key tools in the fight against COVID-19  
(23 March 2020)

Europe
•	 Germany | Coronavirus and civil procedure: 

Implications for the Indo-German supply chains  
(8 June 2020)

•	 UK | Update on UK export licensing processes 
amidst the COVID-19 outbreak (1 May 2020)

•	 EU | The EU and Member States measures on PPE 
in response to COVID-19 outbreak (25 March 2020)

•	 Spain | Consumers will be able to return their 
purchases after the alarm state (19 March 2020)

•	 UK | Blocks in the road – COVID-19 and supply 
chain issues (17 March 2020)

Transactions
Global

•	 Global | Negotiating M&A transactions in the 
COVID-19 era: considerations for navigating new 
opportunities in uncertain waters (14 May 2020)

•	 Global | Coronavirus outbreak grinds dealmaking to 
a halt, but some sectors could rebound more quickly 
than others (15 April 2020)

•	 Global | Pandemic curbs activity worldwide  
(15 April 2020)

•	 Global | Joint ventures: Key topics surrounding the 
COVID-19 pandemic (3 April 2020)

•	 Global | Coronavirus battle: can I sign cross-
border transaction documents with a Chinese 
party remotely? (19 March 2020)

Americas
•	 U.S. | Bill Introduced to Block Chinese 

Acquisitions During COVID-19 Pandemic  
(12 May 2020)

•	 U.S. | Investment Risk and COVID-19  
(15 April 2020) 

Europe
•	 UK | UK merger control: Public health 

emergencies and foreign takeover scrutiny  
(29 June 2020)

•	 Germany | Next steps towards tighter German 
Foreign Investment Control rules passed  
(19 June 2020)

•	 EU | EU merger control in times of COVID-19  
(6 April 2020) 

Asia -Pacific
•	 Singapore | COVID-19: Impact on M&A and 

corporate in Singapore (21 April 2020)

•	 China | Early emergence from the COVID-19 crisis 
may spark an M&A boom (15 April 2020)

Disclosures
•	 Global | COVID-19: Tracker for SEC and related 

developments for U.S. public companies  
(24 June 2020)

•	 Netherlands | COVID-19: How the outbreak will 
impact disclosure deadlines and AGMs of listed 
and non-listed Dutch Companies  
(31 March 2020)

•	 EU | How should EU listed companies think about 
their ongoing disclosure obligations?  
(16 March 2020)

Listen on-demand 
Global supply chain and contracts 
considerations 

COVID-19 and the supply chain – 
contracts and force majeure.
The Defense Production Act and the 
PREP Act: Key tools in the fight against 
COVID-19.
Trade Talks: Risk Management Webinar
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Employment
Americas
•	 U.S. | COVID-19 considerations: vacation and PTO 

(30 June 2020)

•	 U.S. | Department of Labor clarifies FFCRA Leave 
based on summer camp closure is similar to leave 
based on school or day care closure (30 June 2020)

•	 U.S. | OSHA issues return-to-work guidance for non-
essential businesses (19 June 2020)

•	 U.S. | Are you ready for D.C. paid family/medical 
leave on July 1? Questions & Answers for employers, 
including benefits coordination (18 June 2020)

•	 U.S. | CDC releases new guidance on considerations 
for events and gatherings (16 June 2020)

•	 U.S. | EEOC updates COVID-19 Q&A  
(12 June 2020)

•	 U.S. | Major changes coming to Virginia 
employment laws on July 1, 2020; prepare now 
with this employer checklist (11 June 2020)

•	 U.S. | Employers need to consider whether they 
must compensate employees for mandatory 
COVID-19 testing (9 June 2020)

•	 U.S. | Governor Cuomo’s Executive Order grants 
commercial building owners and retail store owners 
the ability to conduct temperature screenings  
(8 June 2020)

•	 U.S. | CDC provides updated guidance and toolkit 
for employers preparing to re-open (2 June 2020)

•	 U.S. | What do “work-related” COVID-19 infections 
mean for employers (27 May 2020)

•	 U.S. | OSHA requires all employers to investigate 
whether COVID-19 infections are “work-related” 
(20 May 2020)

•	 U.S. | Return to Workplace U.S. Memorandum for 
Employers (15 May 2020)

•	 U.S. | Workers’ compensation now presumptively 
applies to employee COVID-19 claims in California 
(8 May 2020)

•	 U.S. | Los Angeles adopts ordinances giving certain 
laid off workers “Right to Recall” and right to be 
retained during a change of control  
(4 May 2020)

•	 U.S. | EEOC states that employers may administer 
COVID-19 tests before permitting employees to 
enter the workplace (24 April 2020)

•	 U.S. | California grants additional paid sick leave 
rights to food sector workers (21 April 2020)

•	 U.S. | DC expands COVID-19 related leave 
requirements (21 April 2020)

•	 U.S. | States expand workers’ compensation law for 
“front-line” workers in response to COVID-19  
(17 April 2020)

•	 U.S. | CDC issues new guidance regarding critical 
infrastructure workers with potential COVID-19 
exposure (14 April 2020)

•	 U.S. | CDC issues return-to-work guidance for 
employees possibly exposed to COVID-19  
(10 April 2020)

•	 U.S. | Larger California employers face growing 
local requirements to provide paid COVID-19-
related sick leave and other accommodations  
(10 April 2020)

•	 U.S. | OSHA to issue industry-specific guidance on 
COVID-19 (9 April 2020)

•	 U.S. | DOL Clarifies CARES Act Unemployment 
Ambiguities (7 April 2020)

•	 U.S. | Assessment of CISA “Memorandum on 
identification of essential critical infrastructure 
workers during COVID-19 response” guidance 
version 2.0 (6 April 2020)

•	 U.S. | DOL’S new FFCRA regulations and Q&As on 
COVID-19 paid leave clarify documentation and 
other requirements (6 April 2020)

•	 U.S. | The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security Act: Significant Provisions for Employers 
(3 April 2020)

•	 U.S. | Department of labor clarifies health care 
provider, emergency responder, and small business 
exemptions and answers other questions under 
covid-19 related paid leave law (30 March 2020)

•	 U.S. | Payroll Tax Credits under the Families First 
Coronavirus Response Act (26 March 2020)

•	 U.S. | DOL issues posters and initial guidance 
on FFCRA paid leave for coronavirus needs; 
Announces April 1 effective date (25 March 2020)

•	 U.S. | What employees can report to work during 
the COVID-19 pandemic? (25 March 2020)

•	 Mexico | COVID-19 Action Guide applicable for 
Work Establishments in Mexico (24 March 2020)

•	 U.S. | “Families First Coronavirus Response Act” Could 
Mean Massive Changes for Employers Nationwide (16 
March 2020)

Europe
•	 Netherlands | Update on employment and tax relief 

measures during the covid-19 crisis (16 June 2020)

•	 UK | The UK’s Job Retention Scheme (15 June 2020)

•	 Netherlands | Return to work: Guidelines for Dutch 
employers (26 May 2020)

•	 Spain | Main measures included by Royal Decree-Law 
18/2020 of 12 May on social measures in defense of 
employment (18 May 2020)

•	 UK | Exiting lockdown and the re-opening of UK workplaces 
– employers’ frequently asked questions (12 May 2020)

•	 UK | Re-Open for Business in the UK – How to plan a safe 
return to the workplace (7 May 2020)

•	 Germany | How can employers “save” to prevent short-
time work? 9 ways to stay liquid in the crisis  
(22 April 2020) 

•	 Italy | COVID-19 – INAIL Coverage for employees and 
direct liability of the employer  
(15 April 2020)

•	 Netherlands | COVID-19 crisis – sharing the financial 
burden by changing employees’ employment conditions? 
(2 April 2020)

•	 Spain | Regulations on measures in the field of employment 
by the Spanish Government (1 April 2020)

•	 UK | UK employees and COVID-19: Frequently asked 
questions (31 March 2020)

Asia-Pacific
•	 Hong Kong | We are all in this together: navigating 

employment issues during COVID-19 (May 2020)

•	 Singapore | COVID-19: Impact on employment in 
Singapore (21 April 2020)

•	 Singapore | Navigating choppy waters: Employment 
measures in the age of COVID-19 (3 April 2020)

•	 Japan | Navigating employment issues in Japan amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic (30 March 2020)

Middle East and Africa
•	 UAE | The emerging normal: navigating UAE employment 

issues amidst the COVID-19 pandemic (5 May 2020)
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Real estate
Americas 
•	 U.S. | COVID-19 U.S.: Impact on real estate 

evictions – Federal and California updates  
(9 April 2020)

•	 U.S. | Navigating coronavirus: Considerations for 
rent modifications in the U.S. (31 March 2020)

Europe 

•	 UK | UK COVID-19: Should the UK real estate 
sector still worry about a no-deal Brexit?  
(29 June 2020)

•	 UK | COVID-19 UK – Additional breathing space…
but tenants who can pay should (24 June 2020)

•	 UK | COVID-19: Landlords take note – this is not a 
wind up (5 June 2020)

•	 UK | COVID-19: The Corporate Insolvency and 
Governance Bill – New tenant/debtor protections 
unveiled (22 May 2020)

•	 UK | COVID-19: Back to the workplace – stay alert 
(15 May 2020)

•	 UK | COVID-19 UK – Emergency permitted 
development right switched on (9 April 2020)

•	 Europe | COVID-19 – Real Estate Tax Issues in 
Europe (9 April 2020)

•	 Italy | COVID-19’s impact on hotel activities in Italy 
(9 April 2020)

•	 UK | Virtual planning committee meetings are no 
longer a remote possibility (3 April 2020)

•	 UK | COVID-19: Update on protection from 
forfeiture for commercial tenants (2 April 2020)

•	 UK | Flexibility in insurance policies for property 
managers (1 April 2020)

•	 Poland | Key provisions of The Polish Law on 
Special Measures for COVID-19 and Crisis 
Prevention from the real estate perspective  
(30 March 2020)

•	 UK | Landlord and tenant insurance issues  
(27 March 2020)

•	 Germany | Impact of COVID-19 on hotel 
transactions (25 March 2020) 

•	 UK | Risks and responsibilities for UK landlords 
(24 March 2020)

•	 UK | Commercial tenants to be given three  
months’ protection from forfeiture  
(24 March 2020)

•	 Spain | COVID-19’s impact on the Spanish real 
estate sector (23 March 2020)

•	 UK | Has your tenant asked for a concession?  
(17 March 2020)
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Regulatory
Americas
•	 U.S. | Congress modifies terms of PPP to provide 

borrowers with greater flexibility (5 June 2020)

•	 Mexico | Technical Guidelines for the Reopening of 
Economic Activities are issued (30 May 2020) 

•	 Mexico | Planning to Implement eSignatures in your 
business in Mexico? First read this (28 May 2020)

•	 U.S. | Senators seek to advance bipartisan bill to 
modify PPP rules, including extending the eight-
week forgiveness period (22 May 2020)

•	 Mexico | Health Ministry announces reopening 
strategy for social, educational, and economic 
activities in Mexico (14 May 2020)

•	 U.S. | Emergency government contracting: FEMA 
issues regulation implementing Defense Production 
Act (13 May 2020)

•	 U.S. | The Federal Reserve Board revises terms and 
issues FAQs for the Main Street Lending Program 
(1 May 2020)

•	 U.S. | COVID-19: Federal Reserve Board to publish 
CARES Act borrower information. Does more 
oversight follow? (24 April 2020)

•	 U.S. | Reopening economies – which level of 
government has the last word? (22 April 2020)

•	 U.S. | FTC cracking down on coronavirus cons: 
How the agency is protecting consumers during 
COVID-19 (20 April 2020)

•	 U.S. | FEMA releases exceptions to rule prohibiting 
exports of PPE – exports to Canada and Mexico are 
excluded and other important exclusions apply  
(20 April 2020)

•	 U.S. | President Trump Issues Executive Order 
Postponing Customs Payments for 90 Days  
(20 April 2020)

•	 U.S. |Navigating the Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP) under the CARES Act and recent SBA 
guidance (15 April 2020)

•	 U.S. | Trump invokes Defense Production Act to 
block exports of Personal Protective Equipment  
(9 April 2020)

•	 U.S. | At long last, landmark OTC Drug reform 
legislation is enacted (7 April 2020)

•	 Mexico | Health Emergency status by force majeure 
is declared due to COVID-19 and extraordinary 
measures are established (1 April 2020)

•	 Mexico | Suspension of Activities and its Impact on 
the Industrial Activity in Mexico  
(26 March 2020)

•	 U.S. | Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security Act (CARES Act) (26 March 2020)  

•	 U.S. | In midst of COVID-19, FDA reminds industry 
that it plays both good and bad cop  
(25 March 2020)

•	 U.S. | Executive Order prohibits hoarding of certain 
scarce supplies (25 March 2020) 

•	 Mexico | COVID-19 Action Guide applicable for 
Work Establishments (24 March 2020)

•	 Mexico | Synthesis of the Governing Mexican Legal 
Framework (23 March 2020)

•	 U.S. | FDA eases some postmarket adverse event 
reporting deadlines during COVID-19 pandemic 
(23 March 2020) 

Europe
•	 UK | Re-open for business in the UK: How to safely 

re-open restaurants, pubs, and bars (29 June 2020)

•	 EU | EU Member States agree on interoperability 
specifications for national COVID-19 tracing apps 
(24 June 2020)

•	 EU | European Commission issues guidance on 
lawful placing on the market of PPE and medical 
devices (3 June 2020)

•	 UK | Re-open for business in the UK – How to 
safely re-open shops and retail outlets  
(26 May 2020) 

•	 Italy | Converting your production to make masks 
and disinfectants? Our legal guide for Italy  
(21 May 2020)

•	 Spain | Use of face masks in Spain becomes 
mandatory (20 May 2020)

•	 Italy, Germany, Spain, and France | Government 
powers for safeguarding supply of critical products 
and potential conversion of production  
(15 May 2020)

•	 Spain | Royal Decree-Law 15/2020 of 21 April on 
urgent complementary measures to support the 
economy and employment – Analysis 
(27 April 2020)

•	 Spain | Spain intervenes in the price of face masks 
and other essential products within the COVID-19 
context (20 April 2020)

•	 Poland | Poland enacts new measures in 
response to COVID-19 (9 April 2020)

•	 UK | COVID-19: The UK Government’s 
additional financial support package may assist 
portfolio businesses (8 April 2020)

•	 Netherlands| Dutch relief measures for 
companies during the Covid-19 crisis 
(8 April 2020)

•	 EU | EU suspends tariffs on medical equipment 
(8 April 2020)

•	 Russia | Coronavirus FAQ: Key legal 
considerations for Russia (27 March 2020)

•	 UK | COVID-19 Relief for UK Government 
Suppliers (26 March 2020) 

•	 EU | EU Commission adopts Temporary 
Framework for State aid to support the 
economy in the current COVID-19 outbreak and 
approves several national State aid schemes (23 
March 2020) 

•	 Spain | Suspension of judicial proceedings and 
deadlines in the context of urgent measures to 
fight COVID-19 (18 March 2020)

•	 Netherlands | Coronavirus (covid-19) update: 
Measures adopted by the Dutch administration 
for companies being financially affected by the 
coronavirus (18 March 2020)

Asia-Pacific
•	 Singapore | Three months, three budgets: 

Singapore’s response to COVID-19 from a tax 
perspective (21 April 2020)

•	 Singapore | Government support (e.g., state 
aids, stimulation programs) (21 April 2020)

•	 Singapore | COVID-19: Government restrictions 
in Singapore (21 April 2020)

Middle East and Africa
•	 Africa | COVID-19: African unity and the 

opportunity for a paradigm shift (21 May 2020)

•	 UAE | The emerging normal: navigating 
food establishment precautions amidst the 
COVID-19 pandemic in Dubai (17 May 2020)

Listen on-demand 
What does Coronavirus legislation mean for your business? 

COVID-19 D.C. updates - Your guide to the latest Hill 
developments, news narratives, and media headlines.

U.S. | Comparison of U.S. federal loan relief programs 
With COVID-19 information and updates released at a 
rapid pace, it’s hard to keep up with continuous changes 
to the U.S. stimulus package. To help you stay on top of 
the latest developments, we have created a user-friendly 
comparison chart outlining the key components and 
qualifications for the Primary Market Corporate Credit 
Facility (PMCCF), Main Street Lending Program (MSLP), 
and Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) U.S. federal loan 
relief programs.
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