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Robert Bonnie is the Under Secretary for Farm Production and Conservation at 
USDA. Prior to his confi rmation he served as Deputy Chief of Staff  and Climate 
Advisor at USDA.  

Before joining USDA, Bonnie was at Duke University fi rst as a Rubenstein 
Fellow and later as an Executive in Residence at the Nicholas Institute for 
Environmental Policy Solutions working on conservation and environmental 
issues in rural America. 

In 2020, Bonnie also worked with the Bipartisan Policy Center on its Farm 
and Forest Carbon Solutions Initiative. He was Under Secretary for Natural 
Resources and Environment at USDA from 2013 to 2017, and a senior advisor 
to Secretary Tom Vilsack from 2009 to 2013. 

Prior to joining USDA, Bonnie was vice president for land conservation at 
Environmental Defense Fund where he focused on developing incentives to 
reward stewardship on private lands. 

Bonnie has master’s degrees from Duke in forestry and environmental 
management. He lives with his wife, Julie, and daughter, Lilly, in Loudoun 
County, Virginia.
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