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California (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, let me
talk a little bit more about California
water and what it means to the whole
country.

Now, we see here President Biden en-
joying some ice cream there, as he is
known to do. Mr. Speaker, ice cream
comes from where? It comes from dairy
products.

So, we need cows in order to make
the dairy products to make cream,
milk, butter, and things like that, part
of which you would use to produce ice
cream, which almost everybody enjoys.
Our dairies in this country need to be
supported, and they need not be ex-
ported to some other place to make
basic things like milk and cream.

California is home to very happy
cows, it has been said. Nonetheless,
they are less happy having to move to
Arizona and places like that due to our
own State’s horrific regulations.

Still, there are many strong dairies
in the upper Midwest, Northeast, and
all over the country, really. So we need
cows for ice cream and milk. It is pret-
ty basic. We have to remind people of
that sometimes.

Mr. Speaker, what do cows need?
They need feed. We need to grow the
feed in our agricultural places, in our
fields in every State and all around the
country. Without feed and forage, we
can’t feed the cows, and we don’t get
ice cream.

Where do we get the feed, Mr. Speak-
er? We have to have land, and we have
to have a water supply like this lake
here. This depicts San Luis Reservoir
in central California, which right now
is about 68 or 70 percent full.

It should be taking advantage of all
this massive rainfall and snowpack
that might be melting already in some
areas, flowing downhill out through
the delta. They have a couple of sets of
pumps there that could be running and
filling this lake and topping it off.

It is not easy to top this reservoir off
every single year. We were fortunate
that we got it done last year, despite
the water management that we have in
government. There was so much water
available that they were actually able
to run the pumps long enough to fill
the reservoir up to about its 2 million
acre-feet capacity.

We have a ways to go to fill this res-
ervoir in order to have the strongest
possible position for agriculture going
into this year so we have dairy, grain,
and many other ag products that Cali-
fornia is famous for growing.

Let’s top off San Luis Reservoir.
Let’s get these pumps turned on to full
blast while we have all this rain and
runoff coming down the hill.

Instead, we have millions of acre-feet
of water escaping into the oceans—mil-
lions. We don’t have a water shortage
in California. We have a management
intelligence shortage. That is the prob-
lem.

I have Lake Oroville and Lake Shas-
ta in my district, and they are both
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about 600 to 700 acre-feet short of being
full, as we watch them run the spill-
ways pretty strongly and let water out.

Yes, Mr. Speaker, I know they have
to keep a gap at the top for flood con-
trol, but they are not using modern
thinking on doing that. They need to
be able to bring that.

Every day between now and April 1 is
one less day of possible rain and pos-
sible inflow. They are looking at it as
if we are going to overtop, perhaps, but
if they don’t get these lakes full by
June 1 or so, then we are going to leave
water on the table, so to speak, and
leave agriculture out to dry.

Mr. Speaker, what do we do in order
to increase water supply in California?

A couple of things are going on.
Thankfully, this appropriations pack-
age coming up has $200 million of Fed-
eral money for Sites Reservoir in
northern California, which would, once
finally built, add 1.5 million acre-feet
to the State’s water supply.

We could have been filling it right
now. With all the runoff, we would
probably be 80 percent full if we had
that facility there already. We could
have been filling it out several times
over the last few years.

We lose the opportunity because they
are hemming and hawing in Sac-
ramento, and lawsuits keep coming,
and, oh, we have to talk about it and
study it more.

When I took a tour of that 15 years
ago, they said that if you can’t build it
here environmentally, then you can’t
build one anywhere.

This is Shasta Dam near Redding in
northern California’s Shasta County.
This is part of the Federal CVP project
that was built many years ago. This
holds 4.5 million acre-feet when full.
Right now, it is down about 700,000 to
800,000 acre-feet from capacity.

Yes, Mr. Speaker, I understand that
you have to leave some room for flood
capacity before the end of the season.
Nonetheless, they are actually letting
the water go down until the last day or
S0.

Are they guaranteeing that this lake
is going to be full with that last 700,000
acre-feet by the end of the rainy sea-
son? I am not sure.

We also have an opportunity on top
of that. Including building Sites Res-
ervoir, we can also raise Shasta Dam
about 18% feet and add 640,000 acre-feet
or so of new space. If that space was
there right now, even if it doesn’t fill,
would mean they are not having to
dump the water right now because you
would have that extra capacity, that
gap, for flood control. We would not be
dumping and wasting this water.

On top of that, there are people in
the Central Valley watching this water
being dumped who are going to get
only 15 percent of the requested water
right of what they asked for. We need
to build these.

Please follow facebook.com/groups/
CaliforniaWaterForFoodMovement  if
you want to follow up, Mr. Speaker,
and learn in plain language on social
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media how this works. It is a really
good source that anybody can under-
stand.

————

HISTORIC PRESERVATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
have dedicated my career to making
the Federal Government a better part-
ner for livable communities. These are
places where families are safe, healthy,
and more economically secure.

One of the most important tools in
making a community livable is the
promotion of historic preservation.

It is more than just preserving land-
marks or putting up plagues. The his-
toric preservation movement has re-
sulted in preserving over 45,000 historic
buildings that celebrate and inform our
heritage and our past.

Historic preservation helps us under-
stand who we are, where we went, and
what we might be.

I fought to protect these historic
treasures that enrich community by
recycling buildings that preserve that
heritage. Not only do they give defini-
tion and character to our communities,
but they are also a powerful boost for
the local economy.

A building that has been renovated
creates many more jobs because it is
labor intense and it is located in his-
torically relevant space. Preserving
these buildings makes communities
stronger, more resilient, and more en-
ergy efficient than abandoning historic
locations for new construction, which
is often outside of the core area.

A green building is one that has been
revitalized and rebuilt rather than new
construction.

Historic preservation helps revitalize
adjacent properties. The value radiates
out from the historic property. His-
toric preservation is a tremendous at-
traction for tourism.

Because it is so labor intense, the
historic tax credit has created nearly 3
million jobs since its creation 40 years
ago and has attracted $173 billion in
private capital. That means each dollar
for credit generates $4 in private in-
vestment.

You don’t need to be a billionaire developer.

Projects that employ historic preservation on
a smaller scale make it possible for a broader
range of owners to participate, sharing the ad-
vantages.

That is why the National Park Service found
that in one study $33 billion in tax credits gen-
erated over $38 billion in Federal tax revenue.

This is a program that pays for itself even
before consideration of the increased value of
surrounding properties and the benefits of
tourism and energy savings.

Because it is labor intense, the historic tax
credit has created nearly 3,000,000 jobs since
its creation barely 40 years ago and has at-
tracted approximately $173 billion in private
capital.

This means that each dollar of the tax credit
generated $4 in private investment.
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Mr. Speaker, it is hard to think of
another Federal program that makes
such a strong contribution to the sense
of place, revitalizing of local econo-
mies, promoting tourism, and encour-
aging other investment.

We will continue fighting to preserve
this important private incentive for re-
habilitation and reuse of historic build-
ings. It is changing the face of Amer-
ican communities, both rural and
urban, by making such an investment
protecting our heritage.

By celebrating our past, we promote
our future in a way that is cost-effec-
tive and respectful of that heritage. I
can’t think of another program I have
been involved with that has had such a
profound effect on the livability of our
communities.

Historic preservation doesn’t just
celebrate and strengthen physical com-
munity. It speaks to the life and the
spirit that is so vital.

Preserving a community’s past herit-
age is an important example across the
country for projects large and small
that inspire such pride celebrating the
past while we invest in the future.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 52
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Hear the prayers, O Lord, of those
who have seen affliction, the cries of
those who find themselves in darkness
without any light. For the people of
Ukraine, who this very day endure the
precariousness of their future, the peril
threatening their livelihoods, the pov-
erty of hope, the pain of death.

In all this time under siege, Ukrain-
ian men and women have been a testi-
mony of faith in the face of adversity,
trusting in Your protection, certain of
Your deliverance.

God, now their souls are bereft of
peace. They have lost the memory of
happiness.

We lift our prayers on behalf of those
who have lost their voice. May our
prayers of intercession reach Your
ears.

Call again to their minds, that Your
steadfast love, O Lord, never ceases.
Your mercies will never come to an
end. This day, Your mercies are new
again, for great is Your faithfulness.
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Loving God, be their portion that
they would find their hope in You.

In Your merciful name we pray.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. WILSON)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

BIDEN BORDER CRISIS

(Mr. ROSE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, during a
rare visit to the southern border last
week, President Biden expressed a dire
need for congressional Republicans ‘‘to
show a little spine” and pass border
legislation.

Let’s be clear: House Republicans
have passed legislation. The Secure the
Border Act of 2023 would require con-
struction of the border wall to restart,
increase the number of Border Patrol
agents, and strengthen and streamline
our existing asylum process. Lastly—
and this one is critical—it would fi-
nally put a stop to the Biden adminis-
tration’s massive catch and release op-
eration.

More than 1 million illegal immi-
grants have been released into the
United States on parole under Presi-
dent Biden—a blatant abuse of execu-
tive parole authority under the law.

Furthermore, Mr. Speaker, none of
the President’s open-border policies re-
quire an act of Congress, just as revers-
ing them won’t require new legislation.

———

HONORING GENERAL CASIMIR
PULASKI

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, today
I rise to recognize a hero of our Amer-
ican Revolution, General Casimir Pu-
laski.
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Born in Poland in 1745, Pulaski went
on to serve as a central figure in the
Bar Confederation, organizing his fel-
low Poles to fight for their liberty
against political control by the brutal
Russian empire.

Though the Bar Confederation ulti-
mately failed, Pulaski never lost his
dedication to the fight for liberty. Un-
able to return to Poland, he came to
the aid of the Continental Army in the
American Colonies. Benjamin Franklin
wrote that General Pulaski was ‘‘fa-
mous throughout Europe for his brav-
ery and conduct in defense of the lib-
erties of his country. . . .”

Pulaski became the father of the
American cavalry, bringing his eques-
trian skills to our fight for independ-
ence. Though he died heroically lead-
ing a charge during the siege of Savan-
nah, he continues to inspire us to this
day.

Each year, America honors the first
Monday of the month of March as
Casimir Pulaski Day. I join my fellow
Polish Americans in celebrating the
life of General Casimir Pulaski, a true
champion of freedom and liberty for
all.

CELEBRATING MAJOR FRANK T.
BRANDON’S 104TH BIRTHDAY

(Mr. CLINE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLINE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor a remarkable American
hero, Major Frank T. Brandon, on his
104th birthday yesterday. From New
York to Virginia, Major Brandon’s leg-
acy is woven into the fabric of our Na-
tion through his service in the Army
Air Corps during World War II and his
54 years of serving our country.

During World War II as a member of
the Army Air Corps, he showcased ex-
traordinary heroism as a glider pilot in
the treacherous skies of Operation
Market Garden fought in German-occu-
pied Netherlands.

After his aircraft was shot down and
captured by enemy forces, Major Bran-
don endured captivity until the tide of
liberation turned with General Pat-
ton’s forces.

After the war, he continued to serve
in the U.S. Air Force, which used to be
the U.S. Army Air Corps until June
1966. He retired with the rank of major.
His strength and inspiration did not go
unrecognized. He has received many
awards and accolades for his years of
meritorious service, including the Pur-
ple Heart, Bronze Star, POW Award,
Air Award, and personal recognition
from President George Bush and Presi-
dent Bill Clinton, as well as a citation
from Secretary Dick Cheney in com-
memoration of his 50 years of govern-
ment service. He now resides in
Bentonville, Virginia.

As we celebrate his remarkable cen-
tury-plus 4, we salute Major Brandon
not only for his wartime sacrifices but
also for his lifelong service to our Com-
monwealth and country.
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