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CONGRATULATING COAST GUARD 

CAPTAIN ZEITA MERCHANT 

(Ms. MALLIOTAKIS asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. MALLIOTAKIS. Mr. Speaker, as 
we celebrate Black History Month, I 
rise today to recognize U.S. Coast 
Guard Captain Zeita Merchant, com-
mander of the Port of New York, based 
in my district in Staten Island. With 
the announcement that she will be pro-
moted to Rear Admiral in the Coast 
Guard, Captain Merchant is making 
history by becoming the highest rank-
ing African-American woman in the 
U.S. Coast Guard’s 233-year history. 

Throughout her nearly 27-year ca-
reer, she has commanded maritime op-
erations in Chicago, Texas, Miami, New 
Orleans, and New York, many times 
being either the first minority or the 
first woman to hold her position. In 
many cases, she was both. 

On top of her workplace accolades, 
she has also received more than a 
dozen academic, community service, 
and military honors. 

On Staten Island, Captain Merchant 
has overseen the busiest port in our 
Nation to keep our maritime com-
merce moving, stop the flow of drugs 
coming over our borders, conduct 
search and rescue missions, and protect 
our national security at sea. She has 
managed more than 1,000 personnel in 
12 commands over an area spanning 
more than 6,000 square miles. 

On a personal note, I admire Captain 
Merchant’s dedication and commit-
ment to protecting New York City’s 
waters. She will be truly missed by me 
and our entire community. We know 
that she will make us proud as she as-
sumes her new role here in Wash-
ington, D.C. 

f 

SECRETARY MAYORKAS MUST BE 
REMOVED 

(Mr. ROSE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, the case for 
impeaching DHS Secretary Alejandro 
Mayorkas is even stronger today than 
it was last week. 

In the last 7 days, there have been 
tens of thousands more illegal immi-
grant encounters at our southern bor-
der. That is not from Customs and Bor-
der Protection officials. They don’t re-
lease daily or weekly numbers. This is 
just based on what we have come to ex-
pect every month, every week, under 
his and President Biden’s leadership. 

There were more than 302,000 encoun-
ters in December, more than 9,700 peo-
ple a day, and more than 400 every 
hour. 

The case is also stronger because we 
know we are on track to break another 
illegal immigration record this fiscal 
year. Fewer than 5 months into the 
year, encounters have already sur-
passed 1 million. 

Secretary Mayorkas continues to 
subvert Federal immigration law and 
must be removed from office. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, February 12, 2024. 
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
February 12, 2024, at 12:30 p.m. 

That the Senate passed S. 709. 
That the Senate passed S. 1147. 
That the Senate agreed to relative to the 

death of the Honorable Jean A. Carnahan 
former Senator from the State of Missouri, 
S. Res. 553. 

Appointment: 
Board of Visitors of the U.S. Naval Acad-

emy. 
Senate National Security Working Group 

for the 118th Congress. 
With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 
KEVIN F. MCCUMBER, 

Acting Clerk. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, February 13, 2024. 
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
February 13, 2024, at 9:05 a.m. 

That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment H.R. 815. 

That the Senate agreed to S. Con. Res. 29. 
Appointment: 
Member of the Advisory Committee on the 

Records of Congress. 
With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 
KEVIN F. MCCUMBER, 

Acting Clerk. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ROY). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule I, 
the Chair declares the House in recess 
subject to the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 11 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1600 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 

tempore (Mrs. MILLER of West Vir-
ginia) at 4 p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or votes objected 
to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

UYGHUR POLICY ACT OF 2023 

Mrs. KIM of California. Madam 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 2766) to support 
the human rights of Uyghurs and mem-
bers of other minority groups residing 
primarily in the Xinjiang Uyghur Au-
tonomous Region and safeguard their 
distinct identity, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2766 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Uyghur Pol-
icy Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) The People’s Republic of China (PRC) 

continues to repress the distinct Islamic, 
Turkic identity of Uyghurs and members of 
other ethnic and religious minority groups 
in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region 
(XUAR) in northwestern China and other 
areas of their habitual residence. 

(2) Uyghurs, and other predominantly Mus-
lim ethnic minorities historically making up 
the majority of the XUAR population, have 
maintained throughout their history a dis-
tinct religious and cultural identity. 

(3) Human rights, including freedom of re-
ligion or belief, and respect for the Uyghurs’ 
unique Muslim identity are legitimate inter-
ests of the international community. 

(4) The People’s Republic of China has rati-
fied the International Covenant on Eco-
nomic, Social, and Cultural Rights and has 
also signed the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights. 

(5) An official campaign to encourage Han 
Chinese migration into the XUAR has placed 
immense pressure on those who seek to pre-
serve the ethnic, cultural, religious, and lin-
guistic traditions of the Uyghurs and other 
ethnic and religious minority groups. 

(6) PRC authorities have supported an in-
flux of Han Chinese economic immigrants 
into the XUAR, implemented discrimination 
against Uyghurs and other minorities in hir-
ing practices, and provided unequal access to 
healthcare services. 

(7) The authorities of the People’s Republic 
of China have manipulated the strategic ob-
jectives of the international war on terror to 
mask their increasing cultural and religious 
oppression of the Muslim population residing 
in the XUAR. 

(8) Following unrest in the region, in 2014, 
Chinese authorities launched their ‘‘Strike 
Hard against Violent Extremism’’ campaign, 
in which dubious allegations of widespread 
extremist activity were used as justification 
for gross human rights violations committed 
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against Uyghurs and members of other mi-
nority communities in the XUAR. 

(9) PRC authorities have made use of the 
legal system as a tool of repression, includ-
ing for the imposition of arbitrary deten-
tions and for torture against members of the 
Uyghur community and other minority pop-
ulations. 

(10) Uyghurs and Kazakhs who have se-
cured citizenship or permanent residency 
outside of the PRC have attested to repeated 
threats, harassment, and surveillance by 
PRC officials. 

(11) Reporting from international news or-
ganizations has found that over the past dec-
ade, family members of Uyghurs and other 
minority groups living outside of the PRC 
have gone missing or been detained to force 
Uyghur expatriates to return to the PRC or 
silence their dissent. 

(12) Credible evidence from human rights 
organizations, think tanks, and journalists 
confirms that more than 1,000,000 Uyghurs 
and members of other Muslim ethnic minor-
ity groups have been imprisoned in ‘‘polit-
ical reeducation’’ centers. 

(13) Independent accounts from former de-
tainees of ‘‘political reeducation’’ centers de-
scribe inhumane conditions and treatment 
including forced political indoctrination, 
torture, beatings, rape, forced sterilization, 
and food deprivation. 

(14) Former detainees of PRC so-called 
‘‘political reeducation’’ centers also con-
firmed that they were told by guards the 
only way to secure release was to dem-
onstrate sufficient political loyalty to the 
PRC Government and the Chinese Com-
munist Party. 

(15) Popular discourse surrounding the on-
going atrocities in the XUAR and advocacy 
efforts to assist Uyghurs remains muted in 
much of the world, including in most Muslim 
majority nations. 

(16) Both Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken and Former Secretary of State Mi-
chael Pompeo have stated that the PRC gov-
ernment has committed genocide and crimes 
against humanity against Uyghurs and other 
ethnic and religious minorities in the XUAR. 

(17) Government bodies of multiple nations 
have also declared that PRC government 
atrocities against such populations in the 
XUAR constitute genocide, including the 
parliaments of the United Kingdom, Bel-
gium, Czechia, Lithuania, the Netherlands, 
and Canada. 
SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) the Government of the People’s Repub-

lic of China should immediately open the 
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region 
(XUAR) to regular, transparent, and 
unmanipulated visits by members of the 
press, international organizations including 
the Office of the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Human Rights, academic and 
human rights research institutions, as well 
as foreign delegations including from the 
United States Congress; 

(2) Government of the People’s Republic of 
China should recognize, and take tangible 
steps to protect and preserve, the distinct 
ethnic, cultural, religious, and linguistic 
identity of Uyghurs and members of other 
ethnic and religious minority groups in the 
XUAR; 

(3) the Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China should cease all government- 
sponsored crackdowns, imprisonments, and 
detentions of people throughout the XUAR 
aimed at repressing their ethnic, cultural, 
political, or religious identities; 

(4) it is commendable for countries to pro-
vide shelter and hospitality to Uyghurs and 
other minority group members in exile, as 
Turkey, Albania, and Germany have done; 

(5) urges all countries, especially fellow de-
mocracies and those with sizeable Muslim 
populations, to condemn and address the 
plight of Uyghurs and other minority com-
munities in the XUAR; 

(6) the Government of the PRC should im-
mediately and unconditionally release all 
prisoners detained for their ethnic, cultural, 
religious, and linguistic identities, or for ex-
pressing their political or religious beliefs in 
the XUAR, including— 

(A) Ekper Asat, who participated in the 
Department of State’s International Visitors 
Leadership Program in 2016, was incarcer-
ated after returning to the XUAR, and is now 
serving a 15 year prison sentence on charges 
of ‘‘inciting ethnic hatred and ethnic dis-
crimination’’; 

(B) Dr. Gulshan Abbas, a retired medical 
doctor and Uyghur, who was wrongfully de-
tained in the XUAR on September 11, 2018, 
and unjustly sentenced to 20 years in prison 
in retaliation for her sister’s advocacy for 
Uyghur human rights issues; and 

(C) Kamile Wayit, a university student and 
Uyghur, who was wrongfully detained on De-
cember 12, 2022, after returning to the XUAR 
while on break from studying during the 
winter holiday; 

(7) the Government of the PRC should fa-
cilitate access for international humani-
tarian organizations, including the Inter-
national Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies, to the ‘‘political reeduca-
tion’’ centers in the XUAR to ensure pris-
oners are not being mistreated and are re-
ceiving necessary medical care; and 

(8) the United States Agency for Global 
Media should continue to facilitate the 
unhindered dissemination of information to 
the international community on issues re-
garding the human rights and religious free-
dom of Uyghurs and members of other mi-
nority groups in the XUAR. 
SEC. 4. UNITED STATES SPECIAL COORDINATOR 

FOR UYGHUR ISSUES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be 

within the Department of State a United 
States Special Coordinator for Uyghur Issues 
(in this section referred to as the ‘‘Special 
Coordinator’’), to be designated by the Sec-
retary of State in accordance with sub-
section (b). 

(b) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary of State 
shall consult with the Chairs and Ranking 
Members of the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions of the Senate and the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives prior to the designation of the Special 
Coordinator. 

(c) CENTRAL OBJECTIVE.—The Special Coor-
dinator should seek to promote the protec-
tion and preservation of the distinct ethnic, 
cultural, religious, and linguistic identities 
of the Uyghurs and other ethnic and reli-
gious minority groups in the Xinjiang 
Uyghur Autonomous Region (in this Act re-
ferred to as the ‘‘XUAR’’). 

(d) DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES.—The 
Special Coordinator should, as appropriate— 

(1) coordinate United State Government 
policies, programs, and projects concerning 
the Uyghurs and members of other ethnic 
and religious minority groups in the XUAR; 

(2) vigorously promote the policy of seek-
ing to protect the distinct ethnic, religious, 
cultural, and linguistic identity of the 
Uyghurs and other minority groups and seek 
improved protection of human rights in the 
XUAR; 

(3) maintain close contact with Uyghur re-
ligious, cultural, and political leaders, in-
cluding seeking regular travel to the XUAR 
and to Uyghur populations in Central Asia, 
Turkey, Albania, Germany, and other parts 
of Europe; 

(4) lead coordination efforts for the release 
of political prisoners in the XUAR who are 

being detained for exercising their human 
rights; 

(5) consult with the United States Congress 
on policies relevant to the XUAR and the 
Uyghurs; 

(6) coordinate with relevant Federal agen-
cies to administer aid to Uyghur rights advo-
cates; and 

(7) make efforts to establish contacts with 
foreign ministries of other countries, espe-
cially in Europe, Central Asia, and members 
of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation, 
to pursue a policy of promoting greater re-
spect for human rights and religious freedom 
for Uyghurs and other ethnic and religious 
minority groups from the XUAR. 

(e) SUPPORT.—The Secretary of State shall 
ensure the Special Coordinator has adequate 
resources, staff, and administrative support 
to carry out this section. 

(f) DEADLINE.—If the Secretary of State 
has not designated the Special Coordinator 
by the date that is 180 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
shall submit to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Foreign Relations of the 
Senate a report detailing the reasons for the 
delay. 

(g) TERMINATION.—This section shall termi-
nate on the date that is 5 years after the 
date of the designation of the Special Coordi-
nator. 
SEC. 5. FUNDING FOR HUMAN RIGHTS ADVO-

CATES TO CONDUCT PUBLIC DIPLO-
MACY IN THE ISLAMIC WORLD ON 
THE UYGHUR SITUATION. 

Of the amounts authorized to be appro-
priated for the U.S. Speaker program of the 
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 
of the Department of State, $250,000 for each 
of fiscal years 2024, 2025, and 2026 is author-
ized to be made available to support human 
rights advocates working on behalf of the 
Uyghurs and members of other ethnic and re-
ligious minority groups from the XUAR that 
are persecuted in the PRC, whose names may 
be provided by the Department of State and 
the United States Special Coordinator for 
Uyghur Issues in consultation with rep-
resentatives of the global Uyghur commu-
nity, to speak at global public diplomacy fo-
rums, particularly those in which 
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation coun-
tries and other Muslim-majority countries 
are present, on issues regarding the human 
rights and religious freedom of Uyghurs and 
members of other ethnic and religious mi-
nority groups persecuted in the PRC. 
SEC. 6. ACCESS TO DETENTION FACILITIES AND 

PRISONS AND THE RELEASE OF 
PRISONERS. 

(a) STRATEGY ON POLITICAL REEDUCATION 
AND DETENTION FACILITIES.—Not later than 
180 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary of State should, in 
consultation with the heads of other rel-
evant Federal departments and agencies, de-
velop a strategy to cooperate with like- 
minded partners to pressure the People’s Re-
public of China to— 

(1) close all detention facilities and ‘‘polit-
ical reeducation’’ camps housing Uyghurs 
and members of other ethnic minority 
groups in the XUAR; 

(2) allow unhindered access to detention fa-
cilities and ‘‘political reeducation’’ camps in 
the XUAR by independent media, research-
ers, international organizations and the Of-
fice of the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights for a comprehensive 
assessment of the human rights situation; 
and 

(3) protect human rights and preserve the 
distinct religious and cultural identity of the 
Uyghurs and the other religious and ethnic 
minority communities in the XUAR. 

(b) REPORT ON STRATEGY AND IMPLEMENTA-
TION.—Not later than 1 year after the date of 
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the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
State shall submit to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate a report that includes— 

(1) the strategy developed pursuant to sub-
section (a); and 

(2) all the steps taken pursuant to the ob-
jectives described in paragraphs (1) through 
(3) of such subsection. 
SEC. 7. REQUIREMENT FOR UYGHUR LANGUAGE 

TRAINING. 
(a) UYGHUR LANGUAGE TRAINING AND 

STAFFING.—The Secretary of State shall 
take such steps as may be necessary to en-
sure that— 

(1) Uyghur language training is available 
to Foreign Service officers as appropriate; 
and 

(2) every effort is made to ensure that at 
least one Uyghur-speaking member of the 
Foreign Service (as such term is defined by 
section 103 of the Foreign Service Act of 1980 
(22 U.S.C. 3903)) is assigned to each United 
States diplomatic or consular post in China. 

(b) REPORT.—No later than 1 year after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, and annu-
ally thereafter for 2 years, the Foreign Serv-
ice Institute shall submit to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs of the House of Represent-
atives and the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions of the Senate a report that outlines all 
the steps taken to implement subsection (a). 
SEC. 8. UYGHUR CONSIDERATIONS AT THE 

UNITED NATIONS. 
The President should direct the United 

States Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations to use the voice, vote, and in-
fluence of the United States to— 

(1) oppose any efforts to prevent consider-
ation of the gross violation of internation-
ally recognized human rights in the XUAR in 
any body of the United Nations; 

(2) oppose any efforts to prevent the par-
ticipation of any Uyghur human rights advo-
cates in nongovernmental fora hosted by or 
otherwise organized under the auspices of 
any body of the United Nations; and 

(3) support the appointment of a special 
rapporteur or working group for the XUAR 
for the purposes of monitoring human rights 
violations and abuses in the XUAR, and for 
making reports available to the High Com-
missioner for Refugees, the High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights, the Human Rights 
Commission, the General Assembly, and 
other United Nations bodies. 
SEC. 9. NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS AUTHORIZED. 

No additional funds are authorized to carry 
out the requirements of this Act. Such re-
quirements shall be carried out using 
amounts otherwise authorized. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Mrs. KIM) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. MAN-
NING) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. KIM of California. Madam 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days in which to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material on this measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. KIM of California. Madam 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of my legislation, H.R. 2766, the 
Uyghur Policy Act of 2023. 

The Uyghur Policy Act of 2023 comes 
at a critical time. Chairman Xi is try-
ing to rebrand Xinjiang as a business 
and tourist destination and seeks to 
erase Uyghurs from the international 
community’s memory. 

The Chinese Communist Party con-
tinues to deny carrying out genocide 
against the Uyghurs and other ethnic 
minorities, and we have verified re-
ports of forced sterilization, forced 
labor, brainwashing, and gang rape in 
the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Re-
gion. 

Despite the CCP being exposed for 
these crimes, Chairman Xi is doubling 
down. In a visit to the region recently, 
he called for stricter regulations on the 
practice of religion and protection of 
‘‘hard-won stability.’’ 

We are running out of time to act. 
The Uyghur Policy Act of 2023 will 

help us lead from a position of strength 
and will address several shortcomings 
in our existing approach in responding 
to these human rights abuses. 

It authorizes the State Department 
to appoint a special coordinator for 
Uyghur issues, which will consolidate 
the State Department’s diplomatic 
strategy to ensure that department- 
wide resources are better coordinated 
to respond to the Uyghur genocide. 

The United States must show, 
through words and through actions, 
that we will have Uyghurs’ backs in 
their fight against the CCP’s tyranny. 

H.R. 2766 mandates Uyghur language 
instruction at the Foreign Service In-
stitute and requires the State Depart-
ment to station a Uyghur-fluent officer 
at mission China locations. 

The bill also authorizes support for 
Uyghur human rights activists and di-
rects the U.S. Agency for Global Media 
to disseminate news and information 
regarding the Uyghur genocide. 

We must act now to leverage U.S. 
soft power, garner international sup-
port for Uyghurs and other ethnic mi-
norities in Xinjiang and equip the 
State Department with the tools it 
needs to better respond to Xi Jinping’s 
genocidal campaign. 

I thank Ranking Member AMI BERA 
of the Subcommittee on Indo-Pacific 
for leading this legislation with me and 
the 106 bipartisan cosponsors who 
helped me get this legislation to the 
House floor. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. MANNING. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of H.R. 2766, the Uyghur Policy 
Act of 2023, as amended. 

Madam Speaker, I thank my good 
friends, Representatives YOUNG KIM 
and AMI BERA, the chair and ranking 
member of the Subcommittee on Indo- 
Pacific, for introducing this important 
bill, of which I am a proud cosponsor. 

Over the last several years, we have 
heard horrific accounts of the genocide 
taking place in Xinjiang against 
Uyghurs and other ethnic minorities. 

Beijing has tried to hide its atroc-
ities and prevent all of us from discov-
ering what is really happening in 
Xinjiang. 

Despite Beijing’s efforts, we cannot 
ignore what is happening in Xinjiang. 
A 2022 report by the Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights concluded that the ex-
tent of arbitrary and discriminatory 
detention of members of the Uyghur 
and predominantly Muslim groups . . . 
may constitute international crimes, 
in particular, crimes against human-
ity,’’ and that ‘‘serious human rights 
violations have been committed’’ in 
Xinjiang. 

Last Congress, the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee held a hearing to take 
heartbreaking testimony about the 
crimes being committed against the 
Uyghur people in Xinjiang. 

The committee passed a bipartisan 
resolution led by Chairman MCCAUL 
and Ranking Member MEEKS con-
demning the PRC’s genocide in 
Xinjiang, as well as passed the Uyghur 
Forced Labor Prevention Act, which 
President Biden signed into law. 

However, as long as Beijing’s geno-
cide continues, Congress must continue 
to act. H.R. 2766 calls for the creation 
of a special coordinator for Uyghur 
issues to protect the distinct identities 
of Uyghurs and other minority groups 
in Xinjiang. 

It also provides the State Depart-
ment and our diplomats with tools to 
enhance our diplomatic efforts and pro-
grams in support of those suffering 
under the PRC’s repression. 

Madam Speaker, as Members of Con-
gress, we have a responsibility to speak 
out against clear violations of funda-
mental human rights around the world. 

This measure is a clear statement 
that the United States Congress stands 
in support of Uyghurs and other reli-
gious and ethnic minority communities 
in Xinjiang that are suffering under 
Beijing’s authoritarian and inhumane 
rule. 

H.R. 2766 will ensure that the United 
States plays a leadership role in hold-
ing the PRC accountable and in pro-
viding political and diplomatic support 
for Uyghurs around the world. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting H.R. 
2766, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mrs. KIM of California. Madam 
Speaker, I thank Representative AMI 
BERA for co-leading this legislation 
with me. I thank Chairman MCCAUL, 
Ranking Member MEEKS, and Rep-
resentative KATHY MANNING for their 
support and the many human rights or-
ganizations who helped build support 
for this bill. 

Madam Speaker, I urge its passage, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam Speaker, 
I would like to express my strong support for 
the Uyghur Policy Act, of which I am a proud 
cosponsor. 

But more than expressing strong support for 
this necessary piece of legislation, all of us 
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must continue to show strong support for the 
oppressed people of the Xinjiang Uyghur Au-
tonomous Region and beyond. 

This bill supplements both the Uyghur 
Human Rights Policy Act, passed in the last 
Congress, and the Uyghur Forced Labor Pre-
vention Act, for which I was the lead Repub-
lican cosponsor. 

It is important that we call what the govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China is 
doing to the Uyghurs by what it is—genocide. 
The bill does just that. 

The bill also would create a special coordi-
nator for Uyghur issues at the State Depart-
ment—something that I have long advocated 
for and tried to pass, for a special envoy real-
ly. Such a focus is particularly necessary, 
given the amount of repression directed by the 
Chinese Communist Party at the Uyghurs and 
other predominantly Muslim Central Asian 
people, including the Kazakhs and Kyrgyz. 

Make no mistake, this is Xi Jinping’s geno-
cide; he is directly responsible for this. 

We know that there are recordings of him 
saying, ‘‘show no mercy,’’ as people are being 
dragged into concentration camps. Forced 
abortion, forced sterilization, and a whole host 
of human rights abuses are being committed 
right up to this very moment. 

We must not allow Xi Jinping to whitewash 
his crimes. 

We cannot allow U.S. businesses and busi-
ness leaders to subsidize his genocide. 

This bill keeps the spotlight on one of this 
century’s greatest crimes and I urge my col-
leagues to give it their strongest support. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Mrs. 
KIM) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 2766, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mrs. KIM of California. Madam 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

NO DOLLARS TO UYGHUR FORCED 
LABOR ACT 

Mrs. KIM of California. Madam 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 4039) to prohibit 
the use of funds supporting any activi-
ties within the Xinjiang Uyghur Au-
tonomous Region of the People’s Re-
public of China, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4039 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘No Dollars 
to Uyghur Forced Labor Act’’. 
SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS SUP-

PORTING ANY ACTIVITIES WITHIN 
THE XINJIANG UYGHUR AUTONO-
MOUS REGION OF THE PEOPLE’S RE-
PUBLIC OF CHINA. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—No funds available to the 
Department of State or the United States 

Agency for International Development may 
be used to develop, design, plan, promulgate, 
implement, or execute a policy, program, or 
contract that knowingly uses goods, wares, 
articles, or merchandise mined, produced, or 
manufactured wholly or in part in the 
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region of the 
People’s Republic of China or produced by a 
covered entity, unless such activity is spe-
cifically authorized pursuant to subsection 
(b). 

(b) SPECIFIC AUTHORIZATION.—The Sec-
retary of State may specifically authorize an 
activity otherwise prohibited by subsection 
(a) if— 

(1) the Secretary— 
(A) obtains in writing an assurance from 

the relevant program partner, implementor, 
or contractor that such partner, 
implementor, or contractor— 

(i) will not use goods, wares, articles, or 
merchandise mined, produced, or manufac-
tured wholly or in part in Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region of the PRC with respect 
to the program; and 

(ii) will develop a system to ensure compli-
ance with the requirements in subsection (a); 
and 

(B) provides notice to the Chair and Rank-
ing Member of the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives and the 
Chair and Ranking Member of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate 
not later than 15 days before authorizing the 
activity; and 

(2) the activity is not otherwise prohibited. 
(c) REPORT.—The Secretary of State shall 

submit to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Sen-
ate a report on an annual basis for three 
years that describes— 

(1) all activities prohibited by subsection 
(a) that were carried out in violation of such 
prohibition and not specifically authorized 
pursuant to subsection (b) in the previous 
year; 

(2) any challenges in enforcing the require-
ments of this section; and 

(3) a plan to improve enforcement of the 
requirements of this section. 

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘covered entity’’ means an 

entity listed pursuant to clause (i), (ii), (iv), 
or (v) of section 2(d)(2)(B) of Public Law 117– 
78 (135 Stat. 1527) under the strategy devel-
oped by section 2(c) of such Public Law 117– 
78. 

(2) The term ‘‘forced labor’’ has the mean-
ing given that term in section 307 of the Tar-
iff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1307). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Mrs. KIM) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. MAN-
NING) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. KIM of California. Madam 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days in which to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material on this measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. KIM of California. Madam 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port for H.R. 4039, the No Dollars to 
Uyghur Forced Labor Act. 

The Chinese Communist Party is en-
gaged in a terrible genocide against the 
Uyghur Muslims. Through their Belt 
and Road Initiative, the CCP fuels 
these atrocities by trapping nations in 
debt and by exploiting their weakness 
to finance the CCP’s nefarious activi-
ties. 

We must not stoop to the level of the 
Chinese Communist Party. America 
and our values are better than that. 

The No Dollars to Uyghur Forced 
Labor Act ensures that no American 
taxpayer dollars may be used to give 
the CCP profit for goods or raw mate-
rials produced using forced labor in the 
Xinjiang region in China. 

Many basic goods such as bricks, cot-
ton, and hair products are being pro-
duced in the Xinjiang region. These are 
all fundamental resources to com-
merce. 

However, the U.S. has strength in our 
companies and global partners to build 
robust supply chains free of this forced 
labor that is being used to bankroll 
genocide. 

I thank my colleague from Texas 
(Mr. MORAN), for introducing this bill, 
of which I am a proud cosponsor. The 
bill received unanimous support from 
the Foreign Affairs Committee at our 
markup last year. 

Madam Speaker, I urge strong sup-
port of this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. MANNING. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of H.R. 4039, No Dollars to Uyghur 
Forced Labor Act, as amended. 

In both this Congress and the last 
Congress, the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee has shed light on the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China’s grave human 
rights abuses, including holding a hear-
ing on the ongoing genocide in 
Xinjiang and advanced efforts to hold 
the PRC accountable for its use of 
forced labor. 

In April 2021, the committee marked 
up the Uyghur Forced Labor Preven-
tion Act, probably the most significant 
human rights legislation dealing with 
China in decades. The bill, which 
passed the committee and the House, 
both as a standalone measure and as 
part of our China-focused competition 
legislation, was eventually signed into 
law by President Biden. 

That bill’s purpose was to ensure 
that goods made with forced labor 
would not end up on American store 
shelves and, in turn, in American 
homes. 

Today, we want to make sure that 
the standards we use at home also 
apply to American activities abroad. 
That is why H.R. 4039 calls on the State 
Department and USAID to verify that 
they are not funding any programs or 
projects that unwittingly use goods or 
materials made using forced labor. 
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Madam Speaker, I thank Representa-
tive MORAN for introducing this bill, as 
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