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STATUE OF LIBERTY 

(Mr. FROST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for one 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
because I issued a challenge yesterday 
to my colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle to stop lying and be honest 
about what they actually mean when 
they are talking about changes to our 
immigration system and at the border, 
and it looks like they are taking my 
advice. 

Let’s look at this board. We have a 
fellow Floridian on the record saying 
she wants family separation. Seems 
like a nice sentiment coming from 
someone who is a new mother. 

We have our infamous colleague from 
Georgia saying that she can’t wait for 
mass deportations to start on day one 
of the Trump administration. 

Then we also have the criminally in-
dicted former President himself saying 
that he wants to scrap birthright U.S. 
citizenship. 

I want to remind everybody that the 
promise of this country, the promise 
written on the Statue of Liberty, is one 
that welcomes all folks who are most 
vulnerable with open arms; like my 
mother did when she came here from 
Cuba as a refugee and asylum seeker. 

Mr. Speaker, Republicans in the 
House need to stop lying to the Amer-
ican people. If you don’t believe in the 
promise of this country or in our val-
ues, you don’t believe in the beacon of 
hope that is the Statue of Liberty. 

f 

SUPPORTING ORPHAN WELL 
GRANTS 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for one minute and to 
revise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support of 
my bipartisan bill, the Orphan Well 
Grant Flexibility Act. 

We all know that abandoned wells, 
either unplugged or improperly 
plugged, can pose serious environ-
mental and health risks to surrounding 
communities. In Pennsylvania alone, 
there are more than 27,000 documented 
abandoned and orphaned oil and gas 
wells across the State. 

It is not just a Pennsylvania issue, 
however, as abandoned wells are found 
across the country. The Orphan Well 
Grant Flexibility Act, which I intro-
duced alongside my colleague Con-
gressman DELUZIO from Pennsylvania, 
will empower States to maximize their 
flexibility when plugging abandoned oil 
wells and cut red tape to accelerate en-
vironmental rehabilitation. 

We have many of the resources we 
need to plug these wells, and now it is 
our job to ensure that they are able to 
be used for their intended purpose. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Congressman 
DELUZIO for joining me in leading this 
critical effort, and I encourage all of 

my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion. 
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CONGRATULATING DETROIT LIONS 
AND QB JARED GOFF 

(Mr. LEVIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, as a proud 
southern Californian, I rise to con-
gratulate my good friend, Representa-
tive KILDEE from Michigan, on the 
hard-fought victory last Sunday by his 
beloved Detroit Lions against the Los 
Angeles Rams, 24–23. 

Before the game, I had agreed with 
Representative KILDEE that should the 
Lions beat the Rams, I would be happy 
to publicly congratulate the good peo-
ple of Michigan, who have been waiting 
more than three decades for a Lions 
playoff win, as well as Lions starting 
quarterback Jared Goff, who is a prod-
uct, I might add, of the University of 
California, where he played from 2013 
to 2015. 

After his college career, Goff was 
then drafted by the Rams with the first 
overall pick in 2016, after which he 
took us to the Super Bowl in 2018. 

While it pains me that Representa-
tive KILDEE is not here praising Rams 
quarterback and 2021 Super Bowl cham-
pion Matthew Stafford right now, I 
genuinely wish Goff, the Lions, and all 
of my friends in Michigan great success 
in the weeks ahead. 

f 

KFIR’S FIRST BIRTHDAY SPENT 
AS HAMAS’ HOSTAGE 

(Mr. BERGMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to share the story of Kfir Bibas, 
whose first birthday is today. Instead 
of spending it in the embrace of his 
family, Kfir is at the mercy of some of 
the world’s most vile terrorists. 

Along with his 4-year-old brother and 
parents, the sweet redheaded boy be-
came the youngest of more than 240 
hostages who were brutally kidnapped 
by evil Hamas militants on October 7. 

In such desperate times, I am re-
minded of the promises of our Al-
mighty God, particularly those which 
set apart our children as the apple of 
His eye. 

Mark 9:42 tells us: ‘‘If anyone causes 
one of these little ones . . . to stumble, 
it would be better for them if a large 
millstone were hung around their neck 
and they were thrown into the sea.’’ 

So sayeth Mark. 
Today, I demand that these reprehen-

sible animals release Kfir immediately, 
along with all the remaining hostages. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues 
and fellow Americans to stand with 
Kfir and Israel and to pray for peace. 

ASSAULT ON WOMEN’S RIGHTS 
CONTINUES 

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, in 
the last 11⁄2 years, we have seen the 
horrific impact of overturning the 
right to an abortion, and the assault 
continues. 

The Supreme Court just announced 
that it would be hearing a challenge to 
the Biden administration’s policy that 
abortion remains a form of emergency 
treatment for women whose lives are 
at risk. 

This was done to ensure that even in 
States that have draconian abortion 
bans, doctors are able to provide need-
ed emergency medical care. 

It is unconscionable that doctors are 
calling their lawyers while patients are 
dying on the operating table. 

Too often the so-called pregnancy 
crisis centers are a sham that peddle 
misinformation, and they certainly 
shouldn’t be eligible for Federal dollars 
meant to help people in need. 

Why are we wasting our time on cul-
ture wars instead of policies that actu-
ally help American families? 

This is a disservice to the American 
people, and I urge my colleagues to re-
ject this legislation. 

f 

SUPPORTING PREGNANT AND PAR-
ENTING WOMEN AND FAMILIES 
ACT 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 
pursuant to House Resolution 969, I call 
up the bill (H.R. 6918) to prohibit the 
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices from restricting funding for preg-
nancy centers, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

BOST). Pursuant to House Resolution 
969, in lieu of the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by 
the Committee on Ways and Means 
printed in the bill, an amendment in 
the nature of a substitute consisting of 
the text of Rules Committee Print 118– 
20 is adopted and the bill, as amended, 
is considered read. 

The text of the bill, as amended, is as 
follows: 

H.R. 6918 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Supporting 
Pregnant and Parenting Women and Families 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON DISCRIMINATION 

AGAINST PREGNANCY CENTERS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health and 

Human Services may not finalize, implement, or 
enforce, with respect to expenditures for any 
pregnancy center, the modification to section 
263.11 of title 45, Code of Federal Regulations, 
as described in the proposed regulation set forth 
beginning on page 67697 of volume 88 of the 
Federal Register, or any substantially similar 
regulatory action. 

(b) DEFINITION OF PREGNANCY CENTER.—In 
subsection (a), the term ‘‘pregnancy center’’ 
means any organization, such as a pregnancy 
resource center, pregnancy help center or orga-
nization, or pregnancy medical center, that— 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:01 Jan 19, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 6333 E:\CR\FM\K18JA7.020 H18JAPT1ss
pe

nc
er

 o
n 

D
S

K
12

6Q
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2024-01-19T06:38:21-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




