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majority of Americans who actually
pay their bills, the majority of Ameri-
cans who actually believe that if they
have a right, they actually have a re-
sponsibility.

Unfortunately, President Biden just
announced that by the stroke of his
pen, he is going to forgive $39 billion in
student loans, this morning.

Now, let me be clear. This is in direct
violation of the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion just 2 weeks ago that blocked his
student loan forgiveness plan. I guess
the President has no respect for the
constitutional authority of the Su-
preme Court.

Apparently, he has no respect for
hardworking taxpayers that are going
to foot this bill. Education isn’t free.
Someone pays for it. Last I checked,
the teachers don’t work for free. It is
you, the taxpayer, who actually paid
your student loans, who is now going
to pay for somebody that doesn’t want
to pay their student loans. Every
American who has paid off their stu-
dent loans now gets the opportunity to
pay somebody else’s.

What comes next, Mr. President? Are
you going to forgive mortgages and
credit card bills? Where does this for-
giveness end?

Rest assured, come hell or high
water, I will fight this till the end.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair.

———

HONORING ALBERT VANN

(Ms. CLARKE of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life
and legacy of a New York City icon,
the honorable Albert Vann.

After four decades of service as a pro-
gressive New York State and New York
City legislator, Councilmember Albert
Vann passed away 1 year ago today.

His contributions have enshrined him
as a multigenerational champion of eq-
uity and justice for those needing it
most.

He understood the importance of
progress and the fight for justice. He
understood what it meant to challenge
the White-male-dominated political
machine of his day. He understood
where real power comes from. It comes
from the beloved community.

This led him to becoming the first
president of the African American
Teachers Association, the first Black
teachers’ union in New York State.

He was a friend, a colleague, a men-
tor, but most importantly, he set the
standard for what it means to serve
your community.

To those who are underprivileged,
overlooked, left out, or marginalized,
it is with great honor that I stand as a
direct beneficiary of a great man,
Councilmember Albert Vann, a true
trailblazer in New York State politics.
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THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE
NDAA

(Mr. MEUSER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MEUSER. Mr. Speaker, the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act is
vital to the national security of the
United States, as is border security and
energy dominance. I am very pleased
we are making strides into these areas
with the passage of the NDAA and con-
tinue to strengthen and have a domi-
nant military.

This NDAA includes significant re-
sources to counter China in the Indo-
Pacific, requires the DOD to identify
and mitigate land purchases near mili-
tary installations, and makes certain
the United States continues to have
the world’s superior fighting force.

This legislation also funds the Na-
tional Guard’s border security deploy-
ment mission and rejects the Biden ad-
ministration’s plan to shrink our U.S.
Navy.

This bill includes language to require
allies to provide proportional levels of
funding for the Ukraine conflict, alle-
viating the burden on U.S. taxpayers,
yet fortifying the Ukraine freedom
fighters.

Importantly, it supports our service-
members with a 5.2 percent pay in-
crease, the largest raise in 20 years.

This NDAA strengthens the national
security of the United States as well as
the world, and I am pleased to have
supported it.

—————
WHY I VOTED NO ON THE NDAA

(Mr. NICKEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. NICKEL. Mr. Speaker, America’s
national defense has historically been a
source of bipartisan agreement, not a
battleground for divisive, extreme par-
tisan politics.

Unfortunately, House Republicans
chose to use the NDAA to advance con-
troversial and harmful amendments
rather than work in a bipartisan way
to Dbolster our national defense,
strengthen our national security inter-
ests, and protect our servicemembers.

Through the amendment process,
House Republicans inserted extreme
anti-abortion, anti-LGBTQ, and anti-
DEI amendments that infringe upon
the rights of individuals, notably those
who serve in our armed forces and their
families, threaten their liberties, and
undermine their principles of freedom
and autonomy that they work every
day to defend.

With these poison pills, I could not
vote to advance this year’s NDAA, as
amended.

I will work tirelessly with my Senate
counterparts and reasonable Repub-
licans to ensure that damaging anti-
abortion, anti-LGBTQ, and anti-DEI
amendments are not included in the
final text of this legislation.

July 14, 2023

ONE-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF THE
988 HOTLINE

(Mrs. KIM of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. KIM of California. Mr. Speaker,
July 16 marks one year of the 988 hot-
line. This nationwide number is avail-
able 24/7 to provide confidential sup-
port to Americans facing mental
health, substance use, and suicide cri-
ses.

Nearly 5 million Americans have
called 988 in the last year to talk to
someone about an issue they face. As
we celebrate this progress, we acknowl-
edge there is more to be done. A recent
poll by the National Alliance on Men-
tal Illness found that only 17 percent of
Americans are aware of 983. That
means more than four in every five
Americans are unaware of this resource
at our fingertips.

No one should feel alone. Whether it
is strangers, friends, and foes alike, we
never know what someone is going
through.

I am proud to support the 988 hotline
that can be a lifeline for those strug-
gling. I will also do my part to promote
kinder communities in California’s
40th district and across the Nation.

———

A TROUBLING AMENDMENT TO
THE NDAA

(Ms. SANCHEZ asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) |

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to point out just one of the very
troubling and extreme amendments in
the NDAA, specifically Mr. GREEN’S
amendment which would effectively
cut all Federal Government support to
filmmakers who distribute films in
China.

This amendment takes a page right
out of 1950s McCarthyism, and it will
devastate the film industry. It requires
the DOD to create a blacklist of stu-
dios that often, by necessity, have
made changes to films in anticipation
of distribution in China.

It would decide, without any evi-
dence necessary, to withhold assistance
for filmmakers who edit sexual or vio-
lent scenes to make films more appro-
priate for children. Further, it would
ensure that these American
filmmakers can no longer film on U.S.
public lands or access resources paid
for by American taxpayers.

Filmmaking is a First Amendment
right, and this amendment attacks
that right by allowing the DOD to cen-
sor content and editorial viewpoints of
American films. The Green amendment
could also push film production over-
seas.

In my home State of California, this
amendment would devastate an indus-
try that brings in $226 billion alone in
jobs and economic activities.

Sadly, this amendment is just one of
many dangerous and extreme MAGA
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