
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1075 March 30, 2023 
done so, and President Biden is going 
to sign that into law. 

Let’s end the madness of deference to 
experts who have been proven time and 
time again to be wrong. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Louisiana. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that I be allowed 10 
minutes before our vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. ROMNEY. Mr. President, yes, the 
vote is at 1:45. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume 
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Laura Taylor-Kale, of Cali-
fornia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Defense. (New Position) 

VOTE ON TAYLOR-KALE NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Taylor-Kale nomina-
tion? 

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I ask 
for the yeas and nays, or whatever 
means yes and no. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN), the Senator from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. FETTERMAN), and the Senator 
from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) are nec-
essarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the 
Senator from North Dakota (Mr. 
CRAMER), the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. HAGERTY), the Senator from Ken-
tucky (Mr. MCCONNELL), the Senator 
from Kansas (Mr. MORAN), the Senator 
from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI), and the 
Senator from Missouri (Mr. SCHMITT). 

The result was announced—yeas 63, 
nays 27, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 82 Ex.] 

YEAS—63 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boozman 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 

Duckworth 
Durbin 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Kaine 
Kelly 

King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Ricketts 

Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 

Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Warner 

Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—27 

Blackburn 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 

Daines 
Hawley 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 

Mullin 
Paul 
Risch 
Rubio 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Tuberville 
Vance 

NOT VOTING—10 

Barrasso 
Cramer 
Feinstein 
Fetterman 

Hagerty 
McConnell 
Moran 
Murkowski 

Sanders 
Schmitt 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

SCHATZ). Under the previous order, the 
motion to reconsider is considered 
made and laid upon the table, and the 
President will be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session. 

The senior Senator from Texas. 
BORDER SECURITY 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, earlier 
this week, the Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security testified 
before the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee. 

Under Secretary Mayorkas’s leader-
ship over these last 2 years, we have 
seen more than 4.8 million migrants 
encountered at the southern border. We 
have seen deadly drugs pouring into 
our country, killing more than 108,000 
Americans in a single year. There is no 
question but that the transnational 
criminal organizations, known as the 
cartels, are fueling the chaos and the 
destruction. 

When Attorney General Merrick Gar-
land testified before the Judiciary 
Committee just a few weeks earlier, I 
brought up the role that the cartels 
were playing in this ongoing crisis. I 
asked the Attorney General if he was 
familiar with the business model of the 
cartels: Flood the border with mi-
grants, overwhelm law enforcement, 
and then allow the movement of the il-
legal drugs across the border and into 
the interior of the United States. 

Attorney General Garland said, yes, 
he was aware—not only that, he high-
lighted actions that he had taken at 
the Department of Justice to crack 
down on these operations. 

Earlier this week, when I posed the 
same question to Secretary 
Mayorkas—I asked if he was familiar 
with this tried-and-true strategy of the 
cartels, and he was clueless. He said: I 
am not aware of any such strategy. 

I don’t know how that could possibly 
be true. This is a well-known tactic 
that has been used throughout Sec-
retary Mayorkas’s tenure. One of the 

most notable examples was in 2021 
when the small town of Del Rio, TX, all 
of a sudden was flooded with 15,000 mi-
grants from Haiti. Thirty-five thou-
sand people live in that small town, 
and they were overwhelmed by the 
huge volume of people from—I know it 
is hard to imagine but from Haiti. 

To state the obvious, the Del Rio 
Border Patrol Sector doesn’t have the 
capacity to process or care for that 
many individuals at one time. In an at-
tempt to help, the administration 
moved agents from other checkpoints 
to the sector where the surge was hap-
pening. But, after all, that is exactly 
what the cartels had hoped for. As 
there was a surge of agents to Del Rio, 
that left other portions of the border 
unprotected. 

Administration officials later told 
congressional staff that this massive 
surge of migrants was a coordinated ef-
fort by the cartels. They directed Hai-
tian migrants to a single location so 
that other areas would be left uncov-
ered and clear a path for their illicit 
trade. 

Officials from the Biden administra-
tion admitted that this surge was co-
ordinated by the cartels, but yet the 
Secretary of Homeland Security is un-
aware? How could that possibly be? 
Secretary Mayorkas is either trying to 
deceive the Senate or he is completely 
unaware of the reality on the ground. I 
think both of those are fireable of-
fenses. Either you are lying or you are 
completely oblivious to the threat to 
public safety posed by the current cri-
sis, which is singularly of the making 
of the Biden administration and their 
unwillingness to use the tools they 
have, the laws that are already on the 
books, in order to deal with this crisis, 
this humanitarian crisis and this pub-
lic health crisis. 

Every day, the United States is get-
ting played, and criminal organizations 
whose illegal businesses are making 
them a lot of money are getting richer. 
These groups are what I like to call 
commodity-agnostic because they deal 
in any product or service that makes 
them money. They really don’t care. 
They certainly don’t care about the 
migrants, who are frequently abused 
and many of whom unfortunately are 
left to die on that long and dangerous 
journey from their home. 

We are well aware of their drug traf-
ficking operations, which bring all 
sorts of illegal drugs into the United 
States. Over the years, law enforce-
ment has interdicted everything from 
marijuana to methamphetamine to co-
caine and heroin, but recently, we have 
seen an alarming rise in fentanyl. 

When I was in Mexico City just a cou-
ple of weeks ago visiting with the Drug 
Enforcement Administration, they said 
fentanyl is made from chemicals that 
are imported from China to Mexico, 
where the cartels simply mix them up 
and then put them through an indus-
trial-size pill press and make them 
look like regular prescription drugs, 
although these are laced with 
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