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relationships with democratic partners
who are under threat by aggressive dic-
tatorships, and it would ask the admin-
istration to identify opportunities to
lift remaining self-imposed restrictions
on engagement.

Mr. Speaker, I urge each of my col-
leagues to support this important bi-
partisan bill. I thank the ranking
member, Mr. MEEKS, and I thank the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. CON-
NOLLY) for joining me in supporting
this unanimously out of the House
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Missouri (Mrs.
WAGNER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1159.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

——
PROVIDING APPROPRIATE REC-
OGNITION AND TREATMENT

NEEDED TO ENHANCE RELA-
TIONS WITH ASEAN ACT

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 406) to provide for the treatment
of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations as an international organiza-
tion for purposes of the International
Organizations Immunities Act, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 406

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Providing
Appropriate Recognition and Treatment
Needed to Enhance Relations with ASEAN
Act” or the “PARTNER with ASEAN Act”.
SEC. 2. EXTENSION TO THE ASSOCIATION OF

SOUTHEAST ASIAN NATIONS.

The provisions of the International Organi-
zations Immunities Act (22 U.S.C. 288 et seq.)
may be extended to the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations in the same man-
ner, to the same extent, and subject to the
same conditions as such provisions may be
extended to a public international organiza-
tion in which the United States participates
pursuant to any treaty or under the author-
ity of any Act of Congress authorizing such
participation or making an appropriation for
such participation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Missouri (Mrs. WAGNER) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. MEEKS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Missouri.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that all Members
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may have b legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on this measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations, or ASEAN, is
of immense strategic and economic im-
portance to the United States of Amer-
ica.

This powerhouse region joins the In-
dian and Pacific Ocean regions and
serves as a conduit for global trade.
Southeast Asian states are increas-
ingly vital to the prosperity of the U.S.
economy, generating hundreds of thou-
sands of American jobs and investing
more in our economy than China and
India combined.

Home to one of the world’s largest
and youngest populations and numer-
ous key shipping routes, ASEAN rep-
resents the future of growth in the
Indo-Pacific. It is an important region
that cannot be forgotten and is cer-
tainly not forgotten by the People’s
Republic of China.

The PRC is actively looking for ways
to expand their footprint in ASEAN,
whether it be through infrastructure
projects, predatory lending, or police
training. A growing number of South-
east Asian countries no longer believe
that China’s intentions are benign. Our
partners are seeking assurance of U.S.
support as they try to maintain eco-
nomic independence from China and
defend their territorial claims in the
South China Sea.

To strengthen our relationship with
Southeast Asian Governments and
counter PRC influence, we must find
ways to deepen our relationship with
the ASEAN.

The United States has worked closely
with ASEAN for more than four dec-
ades, and 15 years ago, we became the
first nonmember to name an ambas-
sador to ASEAN.

This bill will build on that legacy of
cooperation and will enhance ties be-
tween the United States and this crit-
ical region of the world. It will accord
ASEAN representatives in the United
States the same diplomatic immunities
we provide other regional organiza-
tions, such as the EU or the Organiza-
tion of American States. This is a tan-
gible demonstration of our commit-
ment to that organization.

I thank the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. CASTRO). I would also thank my
good friend from California, YOUNG
KiMm, for introducing this important
bill. I have the great privilege of being
co-chair and cofounder with Mr. CAS-
TRO of the ASEAN Caucus.

I am very sorry that Mr. CASTRO is
unable to join us on the floor today but
want to convey our prayers and very
best wishes for his full and speedy re-
covery, Mr. Speaker.

This bill received unanimous bipar-
tisan support during committee mark-
up and deserves our full support today.
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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H.R. 406, the PARTNER with ASEAN
Act, introduced by Mr. CASTRO and
Mrs. KIM.

Of course, I join with Mrs. WAGNER in
wishing Mr. CASTRO a speedy recovery
and return to this body very soon.

This legislation will solidify this
body’s strong bipartisan commitment
to deepening our longstanding coopera-
tion with Southeast Asia and facilitate
stronger people-to-people ties with this
vast, diverse region.

Southeast Asia is vital to the United
States national interests and strategic
priorities. The 10 Southeast Asian na-
tions that comprise the important re-
gional body of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations, or ASEAN,
have an outsized role in shaping crucial
political, economic, and security devel-
opments in the Indo-Pacific region and
beyond.

The United States has long recog-
nized ASEAN’s central role in pro-
moting peace, security, and stability in
the region. This bill would allow us to
deepen our collaboration and partner-
ship on shared challenges.

H.R. 406 underscores the importance
of the United States and ASEAN’s
partnership by authorizing that
ASEAN be designated as an inter-
national organization with diplomatic
privileges and immunities consistent
with the International Organizations
Immunities Act.

The IOIA, which was enacted in 1945,
is how the United States extends the
rights and treatment generally ac-
corded to embassies of countries that
have diplomatic relations with the
United States to international organi-
zations.

This is a long-overdue change that
our partners in ASEAN and the Biden
administration strongly support. With
the passage of this legislation, the
United States would affirm our long-
standing relationship and upgrade our
capacity to collaborate with ASEAN.
Robust and consistent engagement
with Southeast Asia is critical to real-
izing our Indo-Pacific strategy. This
measure ensures that America remains
a Pacific power and a critical player in
Southeast Asia as we address the chal-
lenge of China.

We need to work collectively with
ASEAN so that we can tackle shared
challenges such as economic resiliency,
global health, climate change, and at-
tacks against the rules-based inter-
national order. Our partnership with
ASEAN will be essential in delivering
sustainable solutions to our combined 1
billion people.

Mr. Speaker, again, I urge all of my
colleagues to support this strong, bi-
partisan bill, and I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from California (Mrs.
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KiM), my good friend and colleague,
who chairs the Foreign Affairs Sub-
committee on the Indo-Pacific and is
the Republican coauthor of this bill.

Mrs. KIM of California. Mr. Speaker,
I thank Congresswoman ANN WAGNER
for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H.R. 406, the Providing Appropriate
Recognition and Treatment Needed to
Enhance Relations, PARTNER, with
ASEAN Act.

This is a bill that I introduced with
my colleague, Representative CASTRO. I
thank Ranking Member MEEKS, and
my colleague, and chairwoman of one
of our committees, ANN WAGNER, but
more importantly, for her leadership
on the ASEAN Caucus.

Mr. Speaker, much has been talked
about with the importance of this leg-
islation, but I think it is worth repeat-
ing that this bipartisan legislation ex-
tends the diplomatic privileges and im-
munities to the Association of South-
east Asian Nations under the Inter-
national Organizations Immunities
Act.

Similar international organizations
such as the European Union, the Orga-
nization of American States, and the
African Union currently enjoy these
diplomatic privileges, but not ASEAN.

As chairwoman of the Indo-Pacific
Subcommittee, I believe this legisla-
tion is a step in the right direction for
improving America’s standing in the
Indo-Pacific and addressing the eco-
nomic and security threats posed to
the region by the CCP and their Belt
and Road Initiative. To counter the
Belt and Road Initiative, we must
prioritize trade, economic, and diplo-
matic relations with Southeast Asian
countries.

Without meaningful U.S. engagement
and presence in the region, we will
leave the region little choice but to
turn to the CCP, whose conditions for
these countries are erosion in demo-
cratic institutions and threats to their
sovereignty.

This bill, while simple in scope, will
signal to the region that the United
States stands ready to engage in mean-
ingful trade and have more discussions
about security and human rights.

I thank my colleague, Representative
CASTRO, coauthor of this bill, for his
work on this legislation.

I join with my colleagues in saying
that I am sorry that he could not be
here to witness this legislation pass
the House. I wish him a speedy recov-
ery and look forward to getting back to
work with him once he returns to the
House.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume for
the purpose of closing.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 406 is a very im-
portant, bipartisan measure that af-
firms the importance of the United
States and ASEAN’s partnership by ex-
tending privileges and immunities
under the International Organizations
Immunities Act to ASEAN.
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In fact, Mr. Speaker, I recall myself
going to Cambodia to attend the ses-
sion with ASEAN where they extended
the opportunity for us to be official ob-
servers at their annual meetings and
conferences.

This just emphasizes how the United
States has long recognized and—
ASEAN also—appreciates our engage-
ment with this diverse regional body
and demonstrated strong support for
ASEAN centrality. This measure dem-
onstrates our commitment to this or-
ganization and pivotal region.

Mr. Speaker, there is no better way
to honor over 45 years of the United
States-ASEAN’s relations and build
upon our partnership than passing this
important bipartisan legislation so
they know that jointly the United
States Congress recognizes the signifi-
cance and importance of our partner-
ship.
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Again, I thank Mr. CASTRO—we want
him back here soon—and Representa-
tive YouNG KIM for their hard work on
this bill to send the appropriate mes-
sage. I hope that all of my colleagues
will join us in support of this very im-
portant bipartisan bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, we have a national interest in sus-
taining U.S. leadership in Southeast
Asia, supporting human rights and re-
spect for democratic freedoms, and ar-
ticulating our strategic priorities.

We will find willing partners in our
many friends and allies in the region
who share our grave concerns regard-
ing China’s growing power, but we
must demonstrate that these partner-
ships are a key U.S. priority.

H.R. 406 sends an important message
to the region: The United States values
its important relationship with
ASEAN, and we strongly support its
mission to promote stability and
growth in Southeast Asia.

I urge my colleagues to join me, Rep-
resentative YoUNG KiM, Representative
CASTRO, and Ranking Member MEEKS,
along with Chairman MCcCAUL, in sup-
porting H.R. 406.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Missouri (Mrs.
WAGNER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 406.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.
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AUTHORIZING THE USE OF EMAN-
CIPATION HALL FOR A CERE-
MONY AS PART OF THE COM-
MEMORATION OF THE DAYS OF
REMEMBRANCE OF VICTIMS OF
THE HOLOCAUST

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 25) au-
thorizing the use of Emancipation Hall
in the Capitol Visitor Center for a cere-
mony as part of the commemoration of
the days of remembrance of victims of
the Holocaust.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 25

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the

Senate concurring),

SECTION 1. USE OF EMANCIPATION HALL FOR A
CEREMONY AS PART OF THE COM-
MEMORATION OF THE DAYS OF RE-
MEMBRANCE OF VICTIMS OF THE
HOLOCAUST.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Emancipation Hall in
the Capitol Visitor Center is authorized to be
used on April 20, 2023, for a ceremony as part
of the commemoration of the days of remem-
brance of victims of the Holocaust.

(b) PREPARATIONS.—Physical preparations
for the ceremony described in subsection (a)
shall be carried out in accordance with such
conditions as the Architect of the Capitol
may prescribe.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. STEIL) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. MORELLE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin.

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Every year, the United States joins
the world in observing days of remem-
brance in connection with victims of
the Holocaust.

The United States Holocaust Mu-
seum has organized and led the na-
tional Days of Remembrance ceremony
in the United States Capitol since 1982.
This event brings together Holocaust
survivors, liberators, Members of Con-
gress, White House officials, and com-
munity leaders.

As with previous years, the Museum
is again requesting access to utilize the
House’s Emancipation Hall.

Today, the House will consider a res-
olution led by my colleague, Congress-
man DAVID KUSTOFF, that authorizes
the use of Emancipation Hall for a
ceremony on April 20.

As part of the Days of Remembrance
of victims of the Holocaust, their
planned programming in our Halls will
be dedicated to the millions of voices,
hopes, and dreams that were silenced
by Nazi Germany.

Their programming will reflect the
struggle to retain dignity and human-
ity in the face of unimaginable terror
and violence. It will also highlight
their stories of defiance, resistance, re-
silience, that remind us of what is pos-
sible in moments of unfathomable cri-
sis.
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