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also active with the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes (FCA). She led The O’Neal School’s 
FCA chapter for 10 years and supported the 
FCA Golf Ministry’s initiatives in the golf indus-
try. 

Sadly, Mrs. McGowan passed away on Jan-
uary 12, 2023, due to complications associ-
ated with pancreatic cancer. My thoughts and 
prayers are with her family and all who knew 
and loved her. Mrs. McGowan’s love for golf 
and commitment to teaching, supporting, and 
helping others represents the very best of our 
community. She leaves behind a remarkable 
legacy, and I join our entire community in grat-
itude as we honor her extraordinary life. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in hon-
oring the life and legacy of Mrs. Bonnie Bell 
McGowan. 
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Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of attorney Larry R. 
Rogers, Sr. Chicago recently lost a power-
house in the legal community, a dedicated 
leader in the civil rights fight, and a man who 
inspired me. America was a better place be-
cause Larry lived in it, and I am proud to rec-
ognize him in Congress. 

As a native to the Roseland neighborhood 
in the south side of Chicago, Larry was raised 
by his mother who worked 2 jobs to support 
their family and pay for her children to attend 
Catholic school. Larry was inspired by her 
work ethic and commitment to a good edu-
cation, which was evident in the path Larry 
pursued for himself. 

After graduating college, Larry put his 
dreams on hold in order to provide for his own 
family. While working at 1 of his 3 jobs, Larry 
struck up a friendship with a customer at a 
gas station, which ultimately changed his life. 
Joe Power, a young attorney at the time, en-
couraged Larry to finish law school. Once he 
did, Joe recruited Larry to work at the law firm 
he was in at the time and the two eventually 
went on to found a personal law and medical 
malpractice firm, Power Rogers LLP. 

Shortly after starting the law firm, it became 
evident that Larry was destined to be a law-
yer. He secured multimillion-dollar verdicts and 
recoveries for his clients, including a record 
$27 million product liability verdict against an 
infant formula company, which in 1985 was 
the largest personal injury verdict in Illinois 
history, and a $55 million verdict for a brain- 
damaged woman, which is the largest medical 
malpractice verdict that went to judgment in Il-
linois history. In addition to this history-making 
victories in the courtroom, Larry also achieved 
historic victories for himself. He served as the 
first African American President of the Illinois 
Trial Lawyers Association, was the President 
of the Cook County Bar Association, and was 
awarded the John Paul Stevens Award, the 
Chicago Bar Association’s highest and most 
prestigious award. 

While these successes are worthy of men-
tion, Larry’s work was more than legal accom-
plishments. He was often a mentor to young 
lawyers by being a trailblazer when there 

weren’t many African American lawyers reach-
ing the same heights as Larry so often did. 
Throughout his entire life, Larry understood 
the importance of helping others and advo-
cating to those who needed it most, and that 
included supporting the young people at the 
start of their careers. Larry often told those 
who were new to the legal profession, ‘‘Work 
hard. Maintain your integrity and be willing to 
associate with others in your field. Get to meet 
them and learn from them whether the others 
are African Americans or whites or whatever 
their ethnic background may be.’’ As I begin 
my service in Congress, and proudly represent 
the First District of Illinois, I will carry Larry’s 
words with me and commit myself to helping 
those in need. 

Larry’s formidable legal career also had a 
profound impact on his son, Larry Rogers, Jr., 
who I am grateful to call a friend. I can see 
the generational impact of Larry Sr.’s work 
Larry Jr. carries the mantle of his father’s suc-
cess, along with several other family members 
who have become lawyers. And while Larry 
Sr. has left this world, his spirit will remain as 
we continue to see the work being done by all 
of those he mentored, including his own chil-
dren. Larry was a man who walked the cor-
ridors of power and never forgot those who 
are far too commonly left behind, and his influ-
ence will continue to be seen for generations 
to come. 

Larry reached the heights of corporate suc-
cess while carrying the compassion of the 
community he came from. In addition to his re-
markable career, Larry Sr. was a champion for 
civil rights and remained a man who kept his 
heart and commitment with the people who 
needed it most. I also speak on behalf of my 
father, Rev. Jesse Jackson, who is grateful for 
Larry, Sr.’s friendship and dedication to equal-
ity throughout their relationship. Larry and my 
father often worked together, including at 
Rainbow/PUSH, and I know that we are better 
because of Larry’s focus on social justice, 
both professionally and personally. The pass-
ing of Larry Rogers marks a significant loss for 
civil rights and a fighter for our community. My 
family will carry Larry’s wisdom with us as the 
fight continues. 

Above it all, Larry is remembered as a won-
derful father, grandfather, and friend to those 
he left behind, including life partner Pam, his 
children and stepchildren Larry Jr., Dom, Ann 
Marie, and Frederic, and many grandchildren, 
sisters, brother, nieces, and nephews. Larry 
made life better for all of us and we thank God 
for blessing us with his presence. I hope 
memories of him serve as a blessing and pro-
vide comfort to all he knew. 
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Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
take the opportunity today to celebrate the ac-
complishments of Duncan Campbell who, in 
addition to being a business entrepreneur and 
a philanthropist, I am grateful to call a friend. 
Duncan is a pioneer in changing the way we 
help America’s children and young people who 

are facing the greatest challenges in life. Start-
ing as a childcare worker for juvenile offenders 
and later working on the Governor’s Children 
Agenda and serving as Chairman of the Mult-
nomah County Juvenile Services Commission, 
Duncan has spent decades dedicated to the 
pursuit of improving the lives of children who 
are born into unfortunate circumstances. I es-
pecially want to highlight a program he cre-
ated, Friends of the Children, which is cele-
brating its 30th anniversary this year. 

Friends of the Children is a mentoring orga-
nization that enrolls children ages 4 to 6 who 
are facing the most extreme challenges, and 
provides them with salaried, professional men-
tors who meet with them every week through 
high school graduation. Each professional 
mentor, called a Friend, works with 8 to 10 
children. Children spend 16 hours per month 
with their Friends, working to achieve a set of 
individualized goals that place them on a path 
to success. 

The Friends model created by Duncan is 
now gaining national recognition as a solution 
to some of our greatest challenges, and I find 
it a privilege to advocate for it here in Con-
gress. It can be used to prevent foster care 
placement and improve stability for children al-
ready in the system. Investing in paid, profes-
sional mentoring would reduce the burden on 
existing systems and increase the number of 
children receiving evidence-based services. 
The program has been carefully analyzed by 
a wide variety of experts. It works. It’s extraor-
dinarily successful, having grown into a na-
tional network of 30 cities. 

Friends of the Children is a program unlike 
any other. It is the solution to breaking the 
cycle of poverty and trauma. With the intensity 
and duration to change life trajectories, it pro-
vides more equitable opportunities for youth 
experiencing trauma or living in extreme pov-
erty. The Friends of the Children relationship- 
based service model addresses the needs of 
our country’s most vulnerable youth, empow-
ering them to move beyond their cir-
cumstances to become healthy, contributing 
citizens. I encourage my colleagues to partner 
with chapters that serve their constituents and 
hear more about how their communities ben-
efit from this program. 

I offer my congratulations to Duncan, on the 
work he’s done these last 30 years and I look 
forward to working with him for years to come. 
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Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and commend First Lieutenant Kyle 
Anderson of the 349th Air Mobility Wing upon 
receiving the Distinguished Flying Cross for 
his service, dedication, and sacrifice during 
Operation Allies Refuge. He exemplifies the 
best of America, and his tireless efforts guar-
antee the safety of all those who call America 
home. 

Last year, the servicemembers of the 349th 
Air Mobility Wing met a challenge of colossal 
scale when they played a pivotal role in com-
pleting the drawdown of forces from Afghani-
stan. This command was critical in the largest 
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