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schools, or even green energy projects.
Steel is at the heart of it all, and its
growth will only continue.

In 2017 alone, the American Steel and
Iron Institute found that the industry
was responsible for $520 billion in eco-
nomic output, and that number con-
tinues to rise.

Recently, U.S. Steel announced the
biggest capital investment in the his-
tory of Arkansas right in my district,
bringing with it 900 new jobs.

As the chairman of the Congressional
Steel Caucus, I will fight for policies
that support the growth of the steel in-
dustry and promote exports of Amer-
ican steel. I am committed to working
with the industry to get our steel on
the market at home and across the
globe.

———

HOUSE DEMOCRATS ARE UNITED

(Mr. THANEDAR asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. THANEDAR. Mr. Speaker, it is
my honor to stand in this well and rep-
resent the people of Michigan’s 13th
Congressional District.

Last week, for the first time in 100
years, the House failed to organize on
opening day. As a new Member of Con-
gress, I found it to be a sad day for this
body as an institution, a sad day for
democracy, and a sad day for the
American people.

Mr. Speaker, House Democrats are
united and prepared to try to find com-
mon ground with the other side of the
aisle to solve problems on behalf of the
American people, but I am not sure if I
will find a willing partner across the
aisle because of extreme viewpoints.

The start of the 118th Congress has,
in its short time of existence, seen
some sad days. These sad days must
stop now. Let’s get to work.

———
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PROTECTING AMERICA’S STRA-
TEGIC PETROLEUM RESERVE
FROM CHINA ACT

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to House Resolution
5, I call up the bill (H.R. 22) to prohibit
the Secretary of Energy from sending
petroleum products from the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve to China, and for
other purposes, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
RUTHERFORD). Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 5, the bill is considered read.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 22

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Protecting
America’s Strategic Petroleum Reserve from
China Act”.

SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON SALES OF PETROLEUM
PRODUCTS FROM THE STRATEGIC
PETROLEUM RESERVE TO CHINA.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, the Secretary of Energy shall not draw
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down and sell petroleum products from the
Strategic Petroleum Reserve—

(1) to any entity that is under the owner-
ship, control, or influence of the Chinese
Communist Party; or

(2) except on the condition that such petro-
leum products will not be exported to the
People’s Republic of China.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill
shall be debatable for 1 hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the majority
leader and the minority leader or their
respective designees.

The gentlewoman from Washington
(Mrs. RODGERS) and the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) each
will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Washington (Mrs. ROD-
GERS).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days to revise and extend their re-
marks on the legislation and to insert
extraneous material on H.R. 22.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Washington?

There was no objection.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 22, the Protecting America’s

Strategic Petroleum Reserve from
China Act.
America is suffering through the

worst energy crisis in decades. Presi-
dent Biden and the Democrats’ radical
rush to green agenda is making life
unaffordable for people all across this
country. It is driving record inflation,
straining household budgets, and weak-
ening our electric grid.

Under President Biden and the Demo-
crats’ control of Congress, gas prices
rose to the highest levels in history.
Some were forced to pay more than $6
per gallon. Gas prices are still 40 per-
cent higher today. Diesel prices are up
almost $2 a gallon more than when
President Biden took office.

The Federal Government should not
be in the business of picking winners
and losers, especially when it makes us
more dangerously dependent upon
China for critical minerals, solar pan-
els, and batteries to produce our own
energy and electricity, and strengthens
Russia and OPEC’s grip on world oil
and gas markets.

Now, to cover up his failed policies
driving our energy and inflation crisis,
President Biden drained our Nation’s
Strategic Petroleum Reserve at an
alarming rate. America’s Strategic Pe-
troleum Reserve, once the world’s larg-
est stockpile, has been depleted to the
lowest levels since 1983.

President Biden released an unprece-
dented 250 million barrels of oil in less
than 2 years, more than all former
Presidents combined. As we know,
much of that oil went to China because
our refineries and pipelines are full. It
now has nowhere to go here.
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In April, the Biden administration
sold a million barrels directly to a
state-owned Chinese company. Millions
more barrels went to overseas traders,
who eventually sent it to China.

We also know that China is ramping
up its purchases of crude oil from Rus-
sia and the U.S. to boost its own re-
serves. China now controls the world’s
largest government-controlled stock-
pile of oil, with almost a billion bar-
rels, at the expense of American tax-
payers and our energy security.

America’s Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve is meant for true energy supply
disruptions, like those caused by hurri-
canes and natural disasters, not to help
China. Draining our strategic reserves
for political purposes and selling por-
tions of it to China is a significant
threat to our national security.

The administration is not just hurt-
ing our own ability to respond to emer-
gencies and national security events;
they are actively bolstering the oil re-
serves of our most dangerous geo-
political adversary, the Chinese Com-
munist Party. This is unacceptable,
and it must stop.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill and prohibit the sale
and export of Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve crude oil to China.

H.R. 22 prevents the Secretary of En-
ergy from selling any products from
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve to
any entity owned by or under the con-
trol or influence of the CCP, or selling
to any other entity that intends to ex-
port to China.

Enacting H.R. 22, preventing the
Biden administration from wasting our
strategic reserves, is the first step to-
ward flipping the switch and
unleashing American energy produc-
tion.

America has led the world in reduc-
ing carbon emissions and promoting in-
novation by utilizing our abundant,
clean, affordable, and reliable energy.
We can restore this leadership without
sacrificing our energy security or mak-
ing everyday life unaffordable for peo-
ple.

That starts by enacting smart, work-
able, all-of-the-above strategies that
build on this legacy by lowering costs
and emissions across the country. It in-
cludes making our infrastructure and
electricity grid more resilient and
unleashing innovation for cleaner nat-
ural gas, emissions-free hydropower
and nuclear power, and carbon capture
technologies.

Republicans support a level playing
field with a balance of energy sources
but without handing the keys of our
energy future over to the Chinese Com-
munist Party.

It is time to cut the red tape, expand
energy production here at home, mod-
ernize our infrastructure, invest in new
technologies, and create opportunities
for jobs and economic development
right here in the United States of
America.

I look forward to passage of this bill
today, and I am eager to get to work



H210

with my colleagues on additional solu-
tions to make energy cleaner, more af-

fordable, and more reliable for all
Americans.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, let me begin by con-
gratulating the gentlewoman from
Washington State on her election as
the chairwoman of the Energy and
Commerce Committee.

I rise in opposition to H.R. 22, the
Protecting America’s Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve from China Act.

First, let’s take a moment to remem-
ber how we got here. In 2015, when Re-
publicans last controlled Congress,
they lifted the 40-year ban on crude oil
exports at the urging of their Big Oil
friends. This irresponsible policy
change allowed companies to export
American-owned barrels of oil to our
adversaries, including China.

Again, that was a Republican policy
pushed by House Republicans 8 years
ago. As a result, our crude oil exports
to China surged, averaging a half mil-
lion barrels every day during the last
year of the Trump administration.
China hoarded these barrels to build up
its own petroleum reserves.

Back in 2015, I strongly opposed this
Republican bill out of concern that it
would harm our energy security and,
ultimately, lead to increased prices at
the pump for hardworking American
families. It turns out I was right.

Now, Republicans seem to be com-
plaining about the very circumstances
that they created, all to reward their
Big Oil friends.

Lifting the export ban damaged our
economic security. Refineries across
the country, including in my home
State of New Jersey, have closed since
the export ban was lifted, in no small
part due to oil companies’ desires to
seek greater profits abroad rather than
send their oil to refineries here at
home.

A GAO analysis in 2020 showed that
domestic refineries suffered because of
the export ban being lifted, a suffering
that was then inflicted on the thou-
sands of hardworking Americans whose
jobs were destroyed.

If Republicans were serious about ad-
dressing this issue, they would have
brought forward a bill that banned all
exports of crude oil to China. SPR bar-
rels sold to Chinese firms represented
only 2 percent of all the oil we sent to
China last year—only 2 percent from
the SPR.

If we truly want to address China
using American o0il to build its re-
serves, let’s actually take a serious
look at that rather than skirt around
the issue because Republicans are
scared of Big Oil’s wrath.

Why are Republicans only banning
SPR sales to China? Representatives
HOULAHAN and BACON introduced a bill
last Congress that prohibited SPR
sales to Russia, North Korea, Iran, and
any country under U.S. sanctions. That
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bill had 37 bipartisan cosponsors. Are
my Republican colleagues okay with
exporting oil to Putin’s Russia in the
midst of a war on Ukraine?

It also speaks volumes, Mr. Speaker,
that this is their first energy priority
after regaining the House majority.
Over the last 2 years, Democrats passed
the most significant climate law in our
Nation’s history. We also passed the bi-
partisan infrastructure law that will
modernize our energy infrastructure.
Republicans’ first energy bill this Con-
gress isn’t about investing in the resil-
iency of our electric grid or making
American energy cleaner and cheaper.
Instead, they are just recycling an old
one-page bill that takes a minor step in
undoing the damage that they them-
selves created.

Republicans are here today denying
their own history and muddying the
truth by trying to place the blame on
President Biden, but President Biden
successfully used the SPR to lower
prices at the pump and provide relief to
American families.

When gas prices increased last year,
the Biden administration took decisive
action to bring gas prices back down by
releasing oil from the SPR. The admin-
istration released an unprecedented 1
million barrels of oil a day, providing
critical domestic supply to make up for
shortages in the aftermath of the war
in Ukraine.

This was a commonsense strategy
that worked, and thanks largely to
President Biden’s actions, gasoline
prices have fallen an average of $1.90
per gallon nationwide since their peak
in June.

One thing that episode underscores is
that fossil fuel prices are volatile. As
long as we rely on gasoline and other
fossil fuels to meet America’s energy
needs, our country’s energy security
and affordability remain at the whims
of dictators like Putin on the other
side of the world.

While I agree, just like I did back in
2015, that we should not export U.S.
crude oil to China, I want to stress that
this bill could have been improved
through bipartisan cooperation, reg-
ular order, and committee consider-
ation. If Republicans hope to actually
enact legislation, this is not a pathway
to success.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS), a
leader on energy.

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the chairwoman for yielding.

I want to speak in support of Pro-
tecting America’s Strategic Petroleum
Reserve from China Act.

Mr. Speaker, the Republican major-
ity is wasting no time in making good
on our commitment to the American
people to reverse this reckless agenda
that the Biden administration has fol-
lowed.

Republicans understand that energy
policy is foundational to a thriving and
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dynamic national economy, and for too
long, we have watched as Democrats’
energy policy was kind of an experi-
ment for their radical agenda. Unfortu-
nately, they hurt the American people
in the process.

Interestingly, in July 2020, Senator
CORNYN and I had a bill to allow filling
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve while
prices were at historic lows. It was
blocked by the Democrats. They
wouldn’t even consider it.

Today, we have an opportunity to
protect America’s resource and refill
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve so it
can be used as it was originally in-
tended, to protect our people at times
of crisis.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. CASTOR), who chaired our
Select Committee on the Climate Cri-
sis in the last Congress.

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I thank Ranking Member PALLONE for
yielding the time.

America should not be exporting our
crude oil exports to an adversary, and
that was our national policy for 40
years until a Republican-controlled
Congress authorized sending American
crude oil abroad in 2015.

China exploited that ill-advised pol-
icy change, and exports of American
crude oil to China increased nearly a
hundredfold during the Trump adminis-
tration to about 391 million barrels.

Last year, in response to soaring gas-
oline prices caused by Putin’s
unprovoked attack on Ukraine, Presi-
dent Biden successfully used the Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserve to lower
prices at the pump and provide relief to
American families. This was a com-
monsense strategy that worked.

Gasoline prices have fallen an aver-
age of $1.90 per gallon nationwide since
their peak last June. However, we can-
not keep relying on the Strategic Pe-
troleum Reserve to keep oil prices in
check.

That is why Democrats have focused
on lowering costs and avoiding price
spikes through the Inflation Reduction
Act because cleaner, cheaper energy is
our future. It will lower costs, create
good-paying jobs, and help us build
safer, more resilient, and healthier
communities.
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Plus, this bill is way too narrowly
tailored. What we should be debating
today is the farsighted bill offered by
my colleagues, Congresswoman
CHRISSY HOULAHAN and Congressman
DON BACON, a bipartisan bill that would
completely ban all crude oil exports to
China. That is a much stronger bill. In
addition to China, it would ban crude
oil exports to all of our adversaries, in-
cluding Iran and North Korea.

In the end, America’s future is in
clean energy. That is how we are going
to lower the cost of energy for Amer-
ican families, provide good-paying jobs,
and make sure that we provide a liv-
able planet to our kids and future gen-
erations.
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Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the gen-
tleman and I congratulate Mrs.
MCMORRIS RODGERS for taking the
gavel of the Energy and Commerce
Committee and I look forward to work-
ing with her in the 118th Congress.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, we should be banning exports
to Russia, North Korea, and Iran.

I would just note that President
Biden has wanted to import from Rus-
sia and Iran.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. LATTA).

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of the Protecting America’s
Strategic Petroleum Reserve from
China Act, legislation offered by my
good friend, the gentlewoman from
Washington State and the chair of the
Energy and Commerce Committee.

Over the first 2 years of the Biden ad-
ministration we have seen an unprece-
dented level of hostility toward Amer-
ica’s energy producers. The administra-
tion has made every effort to under-
mine, avoid, and restrict oil and gas
production in North America, while at
the same time moving to drain our
strategic reserves in an attempt to off-
set the price increases caused by the
President’s own policies.

Playing politics with the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve has resulted in the
lowest level it has been in decades.

If this wasn’t alarming enough, just
wait until you hear who has benefited
from our reserves being drained: the
Chinese Communist Party. As part of
this administration’s Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve sales, a little under 1

million Dbarrels were bought by
UNIPEC, the Chinese Petrochemical
Corporation.

The shortsightedness shows the

Biden administration is willing to put
our national security at risk by selling
vital reserves to our adversaries to ma-
nipulate market prices in hopes of get-
ting political advantage. This is not
right, and every single Member of this
body should be opposed to such actions.

While we investigate these actions,
we must ensure they never happen
again. That is why I am proud to be an
original cosponsor to the Protecting
America’s Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve from China Act.

This bill would prevent the Secretary
of Energy from selling any products
from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve
to any entity owned or under the con-
trol or influence of the Chinese Com-
munist Party, or to any other entity
that intends to export products to
China.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this important legislation.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. PETERS), a member of our
committee and a leader on environ-
mental issues.

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, while my
Republican colleagues have promised
to secure America’s energy future, I
share this goal and I am eager to work
together. Again, I congratulate our
new chair.
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However, I would say that the path
to energy security is not through cheap
political rhetoric or Biden bashing, but
through bipartisan policy solutions.

We all agree that oil from the Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserve should not be
sold to our adversaries. To prevent
this, Representatives CHRISSY
HOULAHAN of Pennsylvania and DON
BAcoN of Nebraska introduced the bi-
partisan Banning Oil Exports to For-
eign Adversaries Act last July and re-
introduced it yesterday with 34 Demo-
cratic and 7 Republican cosponsors.

The bill prevents the sale or export of
oil from the SPR to China, but also
North Korea, Russia, Iran, and any
country currently under U.S. sanc-
tions. I bet it would be approved by
voice vote in this House today.

By contrast, the bill we are debating
today only prohibits SPR sales to enti-
ties affiliated with China. Given that a
more comprehensive, bipartisan bill al-
ready exists, why would our colleagues
be putting forward a more partisan bill
with a partial solution that won’t pass
the Senate?

Let me be clear. Americans are look-
ing for serious policy results, not half-
baked ideas designed for a press re-
lease. If my colleagues across the aisle
are serious about energy independence,
let’s talk about that. They will have to
acknowledge that our path to true en-
ergy security is not by doubling down
on oil.

We have seen the costs of oil price
shocks time and time again. In the
1970s, the Arab oil embargo caused oil
prices to soar.

In 1990, the first Gulf war spiked
record prices.

In 2005, Hurricane Katrina damaged
refining facilities causing prices to rise
again.

Between December 2007 and July 2008,
prices rose from $118 a barrel to over
$160 per barrel before crashing during
the Great Recession.

In the last few years we have seen
rapid volatility from negative prices
during the pandemic to over $100 a bar-
rel during the recovery.

It is becoming very clear that we
have to admit that doubling down on
oil is a failed strategy, and true energy
security will be achieved by reducing
our reliance on fossil fuels and invest-
ing in clean fuels of the future. Let’s do
that for our taxpayers as well as for
the environment.

I look forward to working together
on real solutions.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE).

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I just
want to clarify, Russia and Iran—well,
Iran is part of OPEC, so they are not
the ones buying out of the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve. As a matter of
fact, President Biden went to OPEC to
ask them to increase their production
instead of doing American oil.

Mr. Speaker, I also want to say,
2015—to finish the sentence—it was a
Republican controlled Congress in 2015,
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it was also the Obama administration
worked together in a bipartisan way to
unleash American energy or give them
a worldwide market for American en-
ergy, and when you threw in President
Trump’s administration and a regu-
latory environment that made sense,
we had record production of energy. We
did ship it throughout the world. We
also had record low prices here in
America.

The problem we are facing today is
because of President Biden and the
Democrats in Congress’ war on Amer-
ican oil. That is the problem we are
here to address.

The price of gasoline hit over $5 a
gallon in the height of this war on oil,
$4.80 a gallon in Kentucky when it was
just over $2.20 when President Biden
took office. American families are
hurting because of this, small business
owners are hurting because of this, and
they continue to struggle.

Instead of taking action to meaning-
fully unleash America’s energy poten-
tial, President Biden opted to release
supplies from the Strategic Petroleum
Reserve. What we need to do is get
back to unleashing American energy,
not sending out of our Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve.

Even worse, President Biden’s abuse
of our Strategic Petroleum Reserve has
reduced our stockpile by more than 250
million barrels, jeopardizing our abil-
ity to respond to supply disruptions
posed by natural disasters and other
true emergencies. This includes selling
millions of barrels of oil from our Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserve to adversarial
countries, including China.

By prohibiting our strategic reserves
from being sold to China, this legisla-
tion is a significant step toward restor-
ing our energy security and providing
needed relief for hardworking Ameri-
cans.

We have the ability to produce, we
need to move forward, and we need to
ban SPR from going to China and we
need to move forward on American en-
ergy.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
12 minutes to the gentleman from
California (Mr. SHERMAN).

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, what
political nonsense this bill is. It allows
an American oil company to buy oil
from the SPR on Monday and sell it to
China on Tuesday, which means it is
fine for them to see SPR oil going to
China as long as an American oil com-
pany makes a little money out of it.

And, of course, as the ranking mem-
ber points out, it allows all the other
oil in the country, 98 percent of our ex-
ports to China, to go to China un-
checked.

If we were serious about lowering
prices for the American consumer, we
would look at what the Republicans did
in 2015 when they ended our ban on ex-
ports and insisted that that be added to
the spending bill that shut down the
government.

I had a bill introduced last month to
ban American exports of oil when oil is
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selling for over $70 a barrel. We need to
ban the exports of natural gas when
prices are too high for American con-
sumers.

Finally, this bill tries to attack the
Biden administration’s use of the SPR
to lower gas prices here, where it has
been somewhat effective and has made
money for the United States Treasury.

Let’s legislate seriously to lower oil
and natural gas prices for the Amer-
ican consumer, instead of simply in-
sisting that if American SPR oil goes
to China, an oil company has to be a
middleman and make a little money off
of it.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, just to correct the record.
The language is very clear, if you look
at subsection two: Such petroleum
products will not be exported to the
People’s Republic of China.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 45 seconds to the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-
RAKIS).

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I con-
gratulate the gentlewoman on her
chairmanship and I look forward to
working with her.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this
legislation. It is high time to stop the
Biden administration from continuing
to provide China with oil from the
Strategic Petroleum Reserve.

Under the current administration we
have only seen a war against domestic
energy production. As a Band-Aid to
cover up the consequences of Biden’s
policies, resulting in unprecedented
high energy prices, it chooses to draw
down the Strategic Petroleum Reserve,
a critical national security asset.
Drawing down these reserves to cover
up failed policies is wrong but doing it
and then selling that oil to China, our
chief adversary, is un-American, in my
opinion.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Pennsylvania (Ms. HOULAHAN), who has
been working on this issue for some
time.

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Speaker, today,
we have an opportunity in this Con-
gress to close a loophole that has been
open since 2015, a loophole that enables
our adversaries to purchase oil from
our U.S. Strategic Petroleum Reserves.

There is a bill indeed to close that
harmful loophole: a bill that will
strengthen our national security; a bill
that will signal to our fiercest adver-
saries that we will not bend a knee to
those who threaten the safety of our
allies and our servicemembers both
here and abroad.

I am not talking about the bill that
my colleagues on the other side of the
aisle have put forward today, but rath-
er I am talking about a bipartisan
bill—my bipartisan bill—the Banning
0Oil Exports to Foreign Adversaries
Act.

We hear this phrase frequently in
this Chamber, ‘It is that simple.” So
let’s make this argument really simple,
very, very simple.

Our new majority has put forward a
partisan bill that bans the sale of
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American oil from the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve only to China.

I have put forward a bipartisan bill
with Representative DON BACON, and
now with 44 others, that would ban the
sale not only to China, but also to
North Korea, Russia, Iran, and to all
other adversaries.

It is modeled directly after similar
and relevant legislation that I also in-
troduced successfully in the NDAA re-
garding our critical minerals and rare
earth element stockpiles.

This bill, my bill, is stronger, it is bi-
partisan, and it has a chance in the
Senate. This bill, the bill we are talk-
ing about today, is weaker, it is par-
tisan, and it will, unfortunately, likely
never see it past the Senate’s legisla-
tive graveyard.

Mr. Speaker, it is very hard to hear
my colleagues talk about returning to
proper and regular order in the House,
when, in fact, if this very bill followed
proper order and went through com-
mittee, we would likely be voting on a
different piece of legislation today.

My Republican colleagues know my
background. I am one of the most bi-
partisan Members of this body, and
proudly served in the military for 13
years. I am here today because we have
a chance to put our national security
above our party politics.

I call upon my colleagues—all of
them—to join me in good faith to sup-
port the bipartisan Banning O0il Ex-
ports to Foreign Adversaries Act. Let’s
send this legislation through the prop-
er order, strengthen it, and work to-
gether to get it signed into law.

I urge my colleagues to look at the
facts and to show servicemembers and
veterans that we put their safety and
their sacrifice ahead of political
gamesmanship.

Before I conclude, I do want to thank
my dear colleague, Representative
PALLONE, for his leadership and for
having included this bill—my bill—in
the Buy Low and Sell High Act of last
Congress.
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Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. JOHNSON).

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
today I rise in support of H.R. 22 led by
our Energy and Commerce Committee
chairwoman, CATHY MCMORRIS ROD-
GERS.

Earlier this week it was reported
that after President Biden drained over
200 million barrels out of America’s
Strategic Petroleum Reserve, his De-
partment of Energy is now rejecting
multiple bids to refill it, saying that
oil is too expensive.

Mr. Speaker, this is hard to believe.

This administration—who has put a
stranglehold on domestic production
by canceling pipelines, reducing drill-
ing, halting leases, and proposing bur-
densome regulations—is now telling
the American taxpayer: Sorry, we de-
pleted your national reserves, sold
some of it to China, and now we won’t
refill it because it is too expensive.
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Aren’t they the ones making oil more
expensive?

It is as if President Biden thinks the
SPR is his strategic political reserve to
be used as a Band-Aid for his failed en-
ergy policies.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation is a
needed course correction in our na-
tional energy strategy, and I urge my
colleagues to support it.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
1% minutes to the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. CASTEN), who is a leader on
energy issues.

Mr. CASTEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
address a drafting error in this bill.

The stated goal of H.R. 22 is to pre-
vent aid to China and lower U.S. en-
ergy costs. As written, it is going to
have the opposite effect.

Run the math. In 2022, the SPR re-
leased about 210 million barrels of oil.
Most of that was consumed domesti-
cally, a small fraction was exported,
and a smaller fraction may have gone
to China. During the same period of
time, domestic o0il producers exported
more than 10 times that volume, so
roughly 100 times the volume that was
exported from that portion of our SPR
that happens to be above ground.

So the failure to include U.S. pro-
ducers in the export prohibition means
that this bill will do nothing to limit
Chinese access to American oil. But
since the SPR releases—as the major-
ity notes—do reduce oil prices, cur-
tailing our ability to use that tool will
drive prices up and transfer wealth
from U.S. consumers to U.S. producers
in places like Bakersfield, California,
as they sell higher priced oil to China.

Now, I cannot imagine that the
Speaker intended to enrich his neigh-
bors so that they could profit from Chi-
nese oil sales, so I would encourage
him to vote ‘“‘no.”

I would also encourage anyone who
seeks to prioritize United States access
to United States energy to oppose until
we can make the necessary corrections
to this bill.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 30 seconds to the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BUCSHON).

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
speak in favor of the Protecting Amer-
ica’s Strategic Petroleum Reserve from
China Act.

Under the Biden administration, we
have seen a continuous assault on
American energy that has killed jobs,
increased our dependency on foreign
energy sources, and caused energy
costs to soar.

In an attempt to lower energy prices,
the administration has sold millions of
barrels of petroleum from our Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserve, depleting our
own supply and helping China to build
the world’s largest crude oil reserve.

This must stop. I call on all my col-
leagues to join me in voting for this
legislation to stop the Secretary of En-
ergy from selling any more petroleum
products from the Strategic Petroleum
Reserve to China.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Rhode
Island (Mr. CICILLINE).
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Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to oppose
H.R. 22, the Protecting America’s Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserve from China
Act.

Let’s get one thing straight: The rea-
son we are here today considering this
bill is because Republicans in Congress
voted in 2015 to repeal a 40-year ban on
the export of crude oil, including to our
foreign adversaries.

Despite this being a problem of their
own making, my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle have seemed
more interested in playing political
games with our country’s energy secu-
rity than offering concrete, effective
solutions for the American people.

When Vladimir Putin’s brutal inva-
sion of Ukraine and Big Oil’s un-
checked corporate greed caused gas
prices to spike last year, the Biden ad-
ministration took decisive action to
lower prices for working families by re-
leasing o0il from the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve.

Not only did this move help protect
the wallets of my constituents and
Americans all across the country, re-
ports also indicate that our govern-
ment returned a nearly $4 billion profit
on these sales.

So if my Republican colleagues
would like to get serious about stand-
ing up to our adversaries, I would be
happy to consider such proposals. But I
cannot support this piecemeal legisla-
tion drafted for the purpose of scoring
cheap political points rather than actu-
ally solving the problem of high energy
costs.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘no.”

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. CARTER).

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentlewoman for yield-
ing.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
22 because there is nothing strategic
about an empty Strategic Petroleum
Reserve.

What is worse than not having a stra-
tegic reserve is selling it off to adver-
saries so they can build their own?

That is exactly what has been hap-
pened over the past 2 years. While our
SPR has been depleted in an attempt
to cover up the failed energy policies of
this administration, China is taking
advantage by building up their own re-
serves.

The worst part is that their build-up
has come from the U.S. reserves. Let
me repeat this. President Biden has
sold our valuable Strategic Petroleum
Reserve to China while Americans face
the highest energy prices in a genera-
tion and a Federal Government that
has failed to adequately address it by
unleashing our own energy potential.
And every barrel sold to China makes
that decision even more damaging.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 22 to prevent the adminis-
tration from selling any SPR products
to the CCP or related entities.
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Stop the attacks on American en-
ergy, unleash it, and make us energy
independent.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. HUFFMAN).

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from New Jersey for
yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to point out to
my colleagues some context and facts
that are totally missing from this de-
bate.

Exports of oil from the SPR regard-
less of destination were not a problem
before 2015. Many of us were here, and
we remember exactly why that 40-year
policy of the United States, a ban on
crude oil exports, changed. It changed
because that year a Republican-con-
trolled Congress insisted on lifting the
export ban.

The Republicans in charge at that
time refused to consider an amendment
that was offered by our friend and
former colleague, Representative Gene
Green. That amendment would have re-
quired exporters to have a permit find-
ing that their export of crude oil was
consistent with the national interest.
Republicans did not create any restric-
tions on the destination of oil exported
from our strategic reserves or any
other source.

If Republicans had not lifted that ex-
port ban, we would not have this prob-
lem. If Republicans hadn’t blocked
Representative GREEN’s amendment
from even being considered on the floor
of the House, we would not have this
problem.

Instead, we are left with a Repub-
lican messaging bill which purports to
address a small part of the problem
while ignoring the much bigger prob-
lem that they created back in 2015.

If my friends across the aisle were
truly concerned with U.S. oil exports
going to China, then they would put a
more serious measure forward. At the
very least, they would block not just
some small amount of petroleum from
the SPR, but the sale of all crude oil
exports to China which includes much
larger volumes outside of the SPR.

In the international market, we don’t
know where crude oil ends up once it
hits the global marketplace. That is
the way it works. Sales to entities with
connections to China may not go to
China. Sales to entities with no con-
nection to China may go straight to
China. That is just how it works.

The fact is the only way we can be
sure that U.S. crude doesn’t end up in
the hands of foreign entities of concern
is to reinstate that crude oil export
ban.

I agree with my friends across the
aisle. We shouldn’t be exporting our
strategic oil reserves to China. I just
wish they hadn’t gotten us into this
mess in the first place, and I wish they
would put forth a more serious bill
now.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. DUN-
CAN).
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Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I con-
gratulate the gentlewoman from Wash-
ington on her chairmanship.

Before the Biden administration’s
war on American energy, America was
increasingly dominant in energy pro-
duction producing a surplus—a surplus.

Exceeding demand usually means
that you can have lower prices because
you are providing supply that exceeds
demand, and then when we have more
supply, we can export. We can export
to our allies at prices that actually
compete with the OPEC cartel on the
open market. That is what American
energy dominance can do.

My colleagues on the other side of
the aisle want to keep pushing green
energy initiatives such as wind and
solar. I think those are groovy tech-
nologies.

Guess what, Mr. Speaker?

You cannot export renewable energy.
You can export oil and gas in order to
lower prices and increase stability for
our friends in Europe who are more re-
liant on Vladimir Putin for their en-

ergy.
Do you know what, Mr. Speaker?
For political purposes, President

Biden sold off a strategic asset of this
Nation. He started dumping oil out of
the SPR, the Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve, and put it out there so that
China could buy it, and China did buy
it.

This is an American asset.

Do you know what, Mr. Speaker?

This bill that prohibits that oil from
being sold to China and other adver-
saries makes sense, but the Democrat
talking points make none.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Texas (Mrs. FLETCHER), who is a mem-
ber of our committee.

Mrs. FLETCHER. Mr. Speaker, en-
ergy security is a key component of
our national security. Our energy ex-
ports have a security impact around
the world as they do here at home.
That is why I am disappointed this
morning to hear many of my friends
across the aisle criticizing and blaming
President Biden for taking action to
lower gas prices for American con-
sumers and to weaken Russia’s ability
to fund its unconscionable and unjusti-
fied war that is unprovoked against
Ukraine by selling oil from the Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserve.

The SPR is a critical foreign policy
tool and energy security tool, and it
has been for more than 40 years. The
SPR was created for this precise pur-
pose for this moment that we are living
in, and these recent sales—like every
sale of crude in the U.S.—are made on
the open market to any entity wishing
to purchase it.

The effective utilization of the SPR
has successfully lowered costs at the
pump for Americans over the last year.
In December, The Wall Street Journal
reported that U.S. Government made
roughly $4 billion in profits last year
from the sale of crude oil out of the
SPR. This is an important point to re-
member because it is the direct work of
this body.
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In 2015, the Energy and Commerce
Committee under Republican leader-
ship lifted the 40-year ban on crude oil
exports. I wasn’t here at the time, but
if T had been, I would have supported
my Republican colleagues in that ef-
fort to acknowledge the global free
market for the commodity and the im-
portance of ensuring America’s energy
security and leadership.

But it isn’t right to complain now for
those who support free trade in oil and
for those who voted for it then to com-
plain that the system worked as it was
intended to. The oil from the SPR was
put on the global market which in-
creased supply and brought prices down
here at home.

Some of the oil sold by design onto
the global market made its way to
China. This was not an unforeseen con-
sequence. The then-majority on the
Energy and Commerce Committee ex-
plicitly rejected a proposal by a Demo-
cratic member of the committee at the
time, Mr. GREEN from Houston, to li-
cense the export of crude oil the way
we license LNG exports which requires
the Department of Energy to approve
the sales. Requiring DOE approval on
crude sales could have prevented the
sales that are now of concern.

That said, I appreciate that this is a
step toward addressing those concerns.
But I am also concerned that this alone
is insufficient, and we need a more ro-
bust mechanism to address any sales of
concern.

Certainly, my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle would be concerned
about sales to North Korea or Iran or
other adversaries. That is why in the
last Congress I supported my colleague
from Pennsylvania, CHRISSY
HOULAHAN’s, bipartisan bill that would
have closed the loophole to allow the
sale or export of oil from the SPR to
foreign adversaries.

There is still work to do here, and I
hope that moving forward we can work
together to craft smart energy policy
that enhances our energy security and
best serves the American people.
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Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. CURTIS), a
member of the Energy and Commerce
Committee.

Mr. CURTIS. Mr. Speaker,
today in support of H.R. 22.

This morning, I listened very care-
fully to my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle talk about this bill,
many of whom I have great respect for
their expertise in energy. I have, how-
ever, heard terms like ‘‘political,” ‘‘po-
litical games,” ‘‘partisan.’”” While this
may be their perspective, I wish for
just a moment that we could transport
all of us to my district to see the per-
spective there, which is one of great
hypocrisy.

On the one hand, instead of utilizing
the vast American resources we cleanly
produce, including in Utah, the Presi-
dent chose to use this country’s stra-
tegic reserve to try to lower prices.

I rise

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

On the other hand, in fact, the Presi-
dent did this while attacking energy
jobs in Utah by suspending energy de-
velopment on Federal lands and raising
the royalty to produce oil, two contrib-
uting factors to rising gas prices.

Not only did this release from the re-
serve barely make a dent in the cost of
gas and weaken our national security,
but it also directly strengthened our
number one geopolitical adversary,
China. Under no circumstances should
our reserve be used to fund our adver-
saries.

Regardless of our views in this Cham-
ber on the use of the reserve by the
Biden administration, we should all
agree our emergency supplies shouldn’t
be sent to our adversaries.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE).

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman very much for his
leadership and recognition that when
we speak about this legislation and the
question of blocking the utilization of
the petroleum reserve during times of
crisis, we must raise a question.

Obviously, having experienced a big
freeze in Houston and the State of
Texas, where 151 people died, we had to
face the question of a very poor energy
system; a lack of access to fossil fuel,
I must admit; a frozen nuclear system;
and being unprepared in terms of alter-
native energy. It was a freeze that we
had never experienced in Texas.

The idea of the utilization of the pe-
troleum reserve for me is a national se-
curity issue, and this legislation 1lit-
erally says if the President has the
need and necessity to protect the
American people, it will not be al-
lowed.

Mr. Speaker, I have to rise in opposi-
tion, even coming from what has been
called previously the energy capital of
the world. What we want to have in
Houston, and I believe in the Nation, is
a multidisciplined recognition that
there is a climate crisis, but at the
same time recognizing the importance
of the Strategic Petroleum Reserve for,
in fact, the necessities of the President
to be able to provide for this Nation.

The American people are listening.
They want an executive who can make
decisions that will block the Russians
from absolutely crippling us. They
want a President who can utilize this
reserve.

Today, I stand against this legisla-
tion because it baffles me as to how we
can undermine the President of the
United States in serving the American
people and providing for energy relief
when necessary.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in opposition to H.R.
22—Protecting America’s Strategic Petroleum
Reserve From China Act.

It is critically important that we opposed the
Republican effort to put together half-baked
solutions to nuanced energy policies.

This bill is yet another Republican attempt
to appear tough on China and for them not
taking responsibility for their misguided actions
in 2015 when they reversed the 40-year ban
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on exporting crude oil—including exporting to
our foreign adversaries.

This bill does nothing to prevent the sale of
oil to China, whether from the strategic petro-
leum reserves or otherwise, because Amer-
ican companies can simply buy the oil and sell
it to China for a profit.

This legislation will result in unwarranted
and unnecessary restraint on the ability of the
president to act in a time of crisis or a national
emergency.

We should not be passing legislation that
will restrict the president’s ability to help Amer-
ican working families, as he did when he used
the strategic petroleum reserves in response
to Putin’s illegal invasion of Ukraine.

If we really want to address this issue in a
common sense and expansive manner, then
we should instead adopt the Democratic alter-
native to this ill-conceived Republican bill now
under consideration.

In the 117th Congress, under the leadership
of Energy and Commerce Committee Chair-
man PALLONE, JR. (D-NJ), the Democrats in-
troduced the Buy Low and Sell High Act,
which would implement a comprehensive ap-
proach to protect American interests.

The Democrats’ Buy Low and Sell High Act
not only bans the export of oil from the stra-
tegic petroleum reserves to China, but it also
bans sales to North Korea, Russia, Iran, and
any other country under U.S. sanctions.

If Republican’s were serious about pro-
tecting and refilling the strategic petroleum re-
serves, they would work with Democrats to
pass the Buy Low and Sell High Act that ad-
vances a comprehensive approach to Amer-
ican energy policy.

We must take a wide-ranging, bipartisan,
and strong approach to ensure that the presi-
dent can support all Americans, and especially
working-class families during times of national
energy crisis.

We must take a strong bipartisan approach
to ensure that we do not allow our politics to
cloud our judgment and hamstring the presi-
dent’s ability to bring down gas prices in times
of need.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Arizona (Mrs. LESKO), a
member of the Energy and Commerce
Committee.

Mrs. LESKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of H.R. 22.

This administration’s war on Amer-
ican energy has sent energy costs
through the roof. While this adminis-
tration has continued to shift blame
for the rising prices, President Biden is
draining our Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve meant for emergencies by selling
off some of these reserves in a Band-
Aid solution for his policy failures.

Since May of last year, the Biden ad-
ministration has sold off 1 million bar-
rels of oil per day until after the mid-
term elections. Thanks to President
Biden’s actions, our oil reserve is now
at the lowest point in 40 years. Yet,
this administration has no plan to un-
leash American energy production to
replenish our emergency oil supply and
reduce prices.

To make matters even worse, while
the Biden administration is selling off
our emergency oil reserve at an un-
precedented rate, some of these barrels
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of oil have gone to Communist China.
That is right. Our emergency oil supply
is now in the hands of the Chinese
Communist Party.

We are exporting a total of 300,000
barrels of oil per day to China. In
part—because of the Biden administra-
tion—China, not the U.S., has the larg-
est government-controlled stockpile of
0il in the world.

With this legislation, House Repub-
licans are delivering on our promise to
restore our Nation’s energy security
and better protect our national secu-
rity. This legislation stops the Biden
administration from selling any more
of our emergency supply to the Chinese
Communist Party.

House Republicans will continue to
stand up to China and stop the Biden
administration from ceding our energy
security to our enemies.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, may I
inquire how much time remains on
both sides.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New Jersey has 5% min-
utes remaining. The gentlewoman from
Washington has 11%2 minutes remain-
ing.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. SCALISE),
the House majority leader and also a
longtime member of the House Energy
and Commerce Committee.

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman from Washington
(Mrs. RODGERS), chair of the House En-
ergy and Commerce Committee and my
dear friend, for yielding and for bring-
ing this legislation, H.R. 22, to the
floor. It is such an important piece of
legislation to start standing up for
America’s national security.

If you think about the Strategic Pe-
troleum Reserve, just think of the first
word in that name, ‘‘strategic.” It is
there for America’s national security.

First of all, raiding SPR, as it is re-
ferred to, President Biden has done
over and over again, depleting 40 per-
cent of our national security strategic
reserve, not to move world oil prices.

As you can see, Mr. Speaker, mul-
tiple times, starting in November 2021,
President Biden has raided SPR be-
cause he has attacked American en-
ergy. As he attacked American energy,
starting on his first day in office, the
price of oil and gasoline at the pump
subsequently has risen dramatically,
crushing middle-class families. So, he
started feeling the heat.

His answer should have been to re-
verse the failed policies that are dra-
matically increasing gas prices by
crushing American energy. That is not
what President Biden did because the
extremists on the left don’t want that.
They won’t allow him to do it.

Then, he turned to SPR, and he said,
well, maybe we can just try to trick
the American people by raiding SPR.
So, he did. When he raided it, what
happened? You got a sugar high for
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about a week, and, boom, the price
started going back up again because
the world markets recognized Presi-
dent Biden has taken American energy
off the market.

By the way, Mr. Speaker, we are the
only country in the world that can
produce massive quantities of oil that
is a free-market country. The rest of
the countries that have an abundant
supply are cartels: OPEC, Russia, Iran,
Venezuela. They want a high price. The
only check-and-balance to high prices
of oil is a free-market, producing
America.

By the way, if you want to hide be-
hind the Green New Deal and global
warming and whatever other names
they attach to it, climate change—they
change the name every couple of years
because the American people figure out
that all it is is an attack on American
energy.

The price keeps going up because we
are shutting off the cleanest producing
country in the world.

Do you want to lower carbon emis-
sions in the world? Produce more oil in
America. It is not just about creating
more jobs. It is not just about our na-
tional security, Mr. Speaker. It is
about actually reducing global emis-
sions.

This bill addresses President Biden
selling our strategic reserves to China.
China is building about a new coal
plant every week, dramatically in-
creasing carbon emissions, while Presi-
dent Biden shuts down American man-
ufacturing and production, shuts down
oil, which, by the way, we were reduc-
ing emissions during those times when
we were producing energy.

Over and over again, raided SPR,
raided SPR, raided SPR. The price kept
going up. What went down is America’s
national security. That is what we are
getting to the heart of here, 40 percent
of our reserves.

We have two different ways to get en-
ergy. We can actually produce it. As
the moniker right above the Speaker’s
rostrum says, let us develop our nat-
ural resources. We have natural re-
sources. We have the best technology
in the world. We can produce it cleaner
than anybody else in the world. As long
as we are producing energy, it actually
can lower the cost.

We don’t just produce enough for our-
selves because, by the way, if we
weren’t allowed to export energy, then
you would see a decrease in production.
You would see a decrease in explo-
ration. It is like a farmer. If a farmer
can only produce and sell in America,
they are going to plant a lot less be-
cause they can’t have access to world
markets.

You want to have access to world
markets, but you want to also have a
reserve in case—not in case you have a
failed policy, as is what we are seeing
with President Biden. You want to re-
serve in case there is a natural dis-
aster. If a hurricane hits the Gulf of
Mexico, as we have seen, it actually
spikes the price, so you have a brief
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disruption, and you want a reserve to
fill that need. If you have some kind of
national security emergency, like they
did in the 1970s—by the way, that is
when SPR was created.

That is when we created this reserve
for our country, when cartels con-
trolled world oil markets, because we
didn’t have the technology to access
like we do today. We didn’t have
fracking technology. We didn’t have
the ability to go 5,000 feet in the deep
waters of the Gulf of Mexico to find bil-
lion-barrel reserves like we do today.

The cartels controlled everything.
There were lines at the pump. You had
to have an even-numbered license plate
to get gasoline on a certain day. That
was the 1970s. So, Congress created
SPR for our national security.

I understand a little history lesson
might help people recognize how we got
here. It is not by accident that we got
here. We should want, as Congress, to
be able to work together to fix this
problem, to address the fact that prices
have gone up not just for gasoline at
the pump but also when people are
heating their homes in a cold winter.
The price shouldn’t be that high.

By the way, we were also, by export-
ing energy, helping our friends around
the world so we don’t have to be de-
pendent on o0il or natural gas from
other places.

As was the case in the buildup to Af-
ghanistan, Putin was making about
$700 million a day, Mr. Speaker, selling
his o0il to America and Europe because
President Biden shut off the American
supply. No reason that should have
happened, but that is what got us here.

What can get us out? First, let me re-
mind you what else got us here because
they are trying to blame everybody
else under the Sun. It is Putin’s fault.
It is the oil companies’ fault. It is the
weather’s fault.

It is President Biden’s fault. Day one,
he started mountains of rules and regu-
lations. These aren’t laws passed by
Congress, by the way. These are rules
and regulations that have come out of
the Biden administration just in the
last 2 years attacking American en-
ergy, not foreign countries. President
Biden was okay with pipelines from
Russia to Europe, but he said ‘‘no” on
day one to a pipeline from Canada to
America.

All of these actions had a cost. The
cost is dramatic prices at the pump for
hardworking families, crushing the
lowest income families amongst us.

What agencies, by the way, are rep-
resented here? The Department of En-
ergy went after American energy, and
the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission. The Securities and Exchange
Commission, through woke policies,
went after American energy. The De-
partment of Agriculture, yes, went
after American energy in these rules
and regs. The Council on Environ-
mental Quality, the Department of
State—that gets to the Keystone pipe-
line. The Environmental Protection
Agency, the Department of Justice,
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and, yes, the Department of the Inte-
rior all represented right here in rules
and regulations that crushed American
energy, making us more dependent on
foreign countries and leading to Presi-
dent Biden raiding our Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve, 40 percent, making our
country less safe.

This foolishness has to end. We can
solve this problem.

O 1015

Now, Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS in her
committee, they actually have real
ideas about how to solve this problem.
The good news is, Mr. Speaker, under
this majority we are going to be bring-
ing bills through committee to the
floor to fix this problem.

Now, on the other side today you
hear them talking about this magic
bill. They have got a bill. Boy, if we
just killed this bill—because they want
to keep selling our strategic reserves
to China; 950,000 barrels already that
President Biden has sold to China—
they have some magic answer.

My question would be: Where was
that magic answer 2 years ago, 2
months ago, 2 weeks ago when they
were in the majority?

They had the House, Senate, and
White House, and, I guess, in the last 2
weeks they finally figured out the an-
swer because they surely didn’t pass
that to the President 2 weeks ago, 2
months ago, or 2 years ago.

What they did do is they brought
mountains and mountains of regula-
tions to crush American energy. Then
Biden gets on a plane called Air Force
One. We have checked it, there are no
solar panels on the wings of Air Force
One. It actually uses jet fuel.

He flies to Saudi Arabia and begs
Saudi princes to produce more energy
because he shut down America’s energy
production. No leases, no pipelines, no
permits. He has done all those things,
and it led to higher prices. He didn’t
have to get on Air Force One and fly
thousands of miles back and forth.

Who knows what the carbon foot-
print of that is?

I would love to see the press dig into
that because they love talking about
carbon footprints for other things.

He didn’t have to get on Air Force
One at all. He could have picked up the
phone and called Port Fourchon in
Louisiana and said: Will you produce
more energy in America? It is cleaner,
more efficient, and there are better
jobs than anywhere else in the world.
He didn’t do that.

It is time we get smart policies. It is
time we have some common sense in
our energy policy, so we stop crushing
those middle-class families.

To sell our oil to China?

Not just our oil, our reserves. This is
our piggy bank in case there is a dis-
aster. He has depleted 40 percent of it,
and he keeps reducing it to mask his
failed policies.

Let’s get the policy right and start
fighting for those hardworking families
who are suffering because of this.
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Let’s pass this legislation. Let’s keep
going to work for those families.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself 1 minute.

I listened to the majority leader, and
I want to stress that history is not on
his side.

The fact of the matter is that the Re-
publicans created this problem by lift-
ing the ban on the export of crude oil
to China and the rest of the world when
they were in the majority. This bill
does nothing to solve the problem.

Only 2 percent of the oil that is ex-
ported to China comes from the SPR.
Even if this bill passes, which it won’t
in the Senate, it will still allow the
other 98 percent of crude oil to go to
China.

The consequence of the Republican
policy was to destroy jobs at American
refineries, including my home State of
New Jersey, because they allowed the
crude oil to be exported, and as a re-
sult, a lot of the refineries closed, and
we lost jobs here.

Don’t tell me that this is a bill that
is going to help our country, help jobs.
It is just the opposite. It is just mask-
ing the reality, which is they want to
continue to sell oil to China, to Russia,
to Iran, and to all our adversaries.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I am pleased to yield 1%2 min-
utes to the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. JOYCE), a member of the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee.

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman for
yielding, and I congratulate her on her
historic leadership position.

Mr. Speaker, our Nation and our na-
tional security have always been tied
to our ability to utilize the resources
that we have right here in America to
remain free.

The energy resources that are under-
neath the feet of my constituents were
vital to the production and fueling of
the tanks, the planes, and the ships
that gave Americans the advantages
that we needed to win World War II.

And now, the Chinese Communist
Party threatens free nations with op-
pression.

The Biden administration has al-
lowed our Strategic Petroleum Reserve
to be sold to Chinese companies for po-
litical purposes. Instead of approving
new leasing permits, Biden delayed new
drilling projects and canceled on day
one the Keystone XL pipeline.

Instead of incentivizing companies to
use the resources that we have in
Pennsylvania, Biden targeted Amer-
ican energy producers with new regula-
tions that made natural gas and oil
more expensive for American families.

Selling away our Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve for political gain has left
our Nation less safe and our economy
less secure.

Mr. Speaker, 950,000 barrels of Amer-
ican strategic petroleum to the Chinese
Communist Party?

This boggles the American mind.
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It is time to refill our strategic re-
serves. It is time to stop risking our
national security to score cheap polit-
ical points.

I urge all of my colleagues to vote
‘“‘yes’ on this important legislation.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my time
because they have more time on their
side.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I am pleased to yield 1 minute
to the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
BALDERSON), a leader on energy issues
and a new member of the committee.

Mr. BALDERSON. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentlewoman for yielding. I
am honored and blessed to be able to
serve with you.

Instead of supporting American en-
ergy producers and reversing their dis-
astrous energy policies, the Biden ad-
ministration decided to drain our en-
ergy reserves to the lowest levels since
1983.

So who benefited from this decision
to drain these reserves?

The Chinese Communist Party now
has the largest government-controlled
petroleum reserve in the world. In fact,
this administration transferred 900,000
barrels from our stockpile to a subsidy
of the Chinese Communist Party-owned
China Petroleum & Chemical Corpora-
tion.

H.R. 22, sponsored by Madam Chair
MCMORRIS RODGERS, bars the Secretary
of Energy from selling any of Amer-
ica’s petroleum reserves to an entity
affiliated with the CCP or any entity
that intends to export it to China.

Energy security is national security.
House Republicans are fighting to en-
sure one of our greatest geopolitical
challengers, China, does not benefit
from this administration’s misguided
energy policies.

I urge passage of H.R. 22, the Pro-
tecting America’s Strategic Petroleum
Reserve from China Act.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my time
until we are prepared to close.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I am pleased to yield 1 minute
to the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
STAUBER).

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of H.R. 22.

The bottom line is, do we sell our
Strategic Petroleum Reserve to China
or not?

The answer is we should never sell
one ounce of our Strategic Petroleum
Reserve to the communist country of
China.

Remember, Joe Biden as a candidate
on day one declared war on American
energy by shutting down the Keystone
XL pipeline. He still commits to the
war on American energy.

We in America are paying way more
for energy than we should because of
the policies of this administration.

H.R. 22, Mr. Speaker, is an easy one.
The United States of America should
not sell one ounce of our Strategic Pe-
troleum Reserve to the communist
country of China.
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Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H.R. 22.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I am pleased to yield 1 minute
to the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
WEBER), a new member of the Energy
and Commerce Committee.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
have paid attention to the SPR since
2008 when I got elected to the Texas
House. As you know, 60 percent of the
Strategic Petroleum Reserve is housed
in my district.

I am pleased to announce that the
Independent Petroleum Association of
America endorses this legislation put
forth by House Republicans aimed at
reining in the administration’s misuse
of the Strategic Petroleum Reserve, or
SPR, as we call it.

The SPR was not intended to be used
as a political tool to bring down gaso-
line prices in an election year. Next
thing you know, the President will be
giving away free college tuition. Oh, he
did that, too. This is only a Band-Aid
on the overarching situation.

The long-term solution is to enhance,
rather than hinder, America’s leader-
ship in natural gas and oil production.
Our true domestic natural gas and oil
reserves, from production to pipelines
and through the supply chain, are
ready to work, and Republicans’ legis-
lation puts them and our American al-
lies at the forefront.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself 30 seconds.

It certainly is no surprise that the oil
industry would support this bill be-
cause this bill does absolutely nothing
to prevent them from selling to China
and to Russia and all our adversaries.

Only 2 percent of the oil that is sold
to China comes from the SPR, so they
will continue to be able to sell to who-
ever they please.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 12 minutes to the gen-

tleman from New Jersey (Mr. VAN
DREW).
Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I

thank the chairwoman for yielding. We
are proud of you, and I look forward to
working with you.

You guys have got to be kidding me.
Seriously?

You were in control. You had the
House. You had the Senate. You had
the Presidency. If you thought there
were any good bills or good ideas to
stop this or bills that were better than
anything we are putting forward, why
didn’t you do them? You had the con-
trol.

You didn’t need us for a whole lot of
other things. You voted and rammed
through things that we didn’t want,
rammed things through that were rad-
ical, and yet, this commonsense type of
legislation, nothing happened. You
can’t be serious. That is a bad argu-
ment.

Since there has been one-party rule
in Washington—Democratic rule—Re-
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publicans were forced to watch Presi-
dent Biden drain more than 250 million
barrels, nearly 40 percent—40 percent—
of our petroleum reserve. This puts our
national security at risk. It puts the
American people at risk.

For our military, what will they do if
they need the petroleum reserve?

For Americans, what will they do
when natural disasters strike, and
their town needs the petroleum re-
serve?

For our rescue and emergency per-
sonnel, what will they do if they need
the petroleum reserve?

Why would anyone ever vote against
this bill?

Maybe if you want to lower gas
prices temporarily for political gain,
you would oppose this bill.

Make a choice. Do what is right.
Vote for this bill.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time until we
close.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I am pleased to yield 1 minute
to the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
DE LA CRUZ).

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in support of American energy inde-
pendence and the oil and natural gas
workers of south Texas.

This act is a crucial step to holding
China accountable and repositioning
the United States as a global energy
leader.

It is essential that we recover our en-
ergy independence and stand up for
Texas’ workers who have unfairly suf-
fered as a result of this administra-
tion’s misguided policies that have
emboldened regimes like China and
Venezuela’s narco-dictatorship.

The decision to prioritize a foreign
energy over our own puts American
workers, our industries, and our coun-
try at a disadvantage. Protecting
American energy will strengthen both
our economic and national security.

I stand fully committed to fighting
for all the natural gas and oil workers
in south Texas and across our Nation.

0 1030

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 45 seconds to the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. Mills).

Mr. MILLS. Mr. Speaker, I had pre-
pared a speech today to talk about my
support for H.R. 22 and the protection
of our Strategic Petroleum Reserves.

But after hearing my colleagues on
the left, it is very simple. They don’t
care about unleashing American en-
ergy, us getting to energy dominance,
to ensuring that we have the global
currency.

They care about defending the Chi-
nese and the CCP. That is why they
have continued to try and prevent us
from being able to sell our strategic pe-
troleum reserves from China.

That is why they tried to stop us
from putting together a subcommittee
that would have been a select sub-
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committee to go after the CCP and
their malign activities.

Mr. Speaker, it is very clear. They do
not want to go to an America-first
agenda. They do not want to protect
America. They do not want to unleash
American energy for the American peo-
ple to get our costs under control.

They want to continue to protect the
communist China party and the Chi-
nese themselves.

I rise in protection, not just in sup-
port of H.R. 22, but of the American
people and the American workers.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, may I inquire as to how much
time is remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Washington has 3 min-
utes remaining. The gentleman from
New Jersey has 4 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 30 seconds to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. FALLON).

Mr. FALLON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today as a co-sponsor of Protecting
America’s Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve from China Act.

China should not be the beneficiary
of the Biden administration’s foolhardy
abuse of the SPR. It was at 695 million
barrels, and it goes down to 371. That is
halved, while the Chinese Communist
Party has in reserve nearly a billion.

This is foolhardy. This is an excellent
piece of legislation, and I urge swift
passage. Let’s put America first.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself 30 seconds.

The gentleman talks about how
China has built up its reserves, its pe-
troleum reserves. It is because you,
when you were in the majority, stopped
the ban on export, and they used that
opportunity to build up their reserves.

This has nothing to do with the SPR.
Mr. Speaker, 98 percent of the oil that
is exported to China is not from the
SPR.

So they used the opportunity since
2015 when you lifted the ban to build up

their petroleum reserves on your
watch.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 30 seconds to the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. LAWLER).

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, the bot-
tom line is America needs to be energy
independent. We should not be relying
on foreign governments. We should not
be relying on China, least of all.

Mr. Speaker, 60 percent of New York-
ers, for instance, rely on natural gas.
We need to expand our energy port-
folio. We need to increase domestic
production of energy. We need to pro-
tect our reserves.

We should not be engaging in the
type of behavior that the administra-
tion has with respect to China, and we
should continue to do everything we
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can to reduce the cost of energy here in
America and increase our production.

That has to be the goal at all times.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I am
prepared to close, and I yield myself
the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I find myself compelled
to point out that listening to Repub-
lican arguments today, you would
think that they have been sacred stew-
ards of the SPR, and that couldn’t be
further from the truth.

In fact, when Republicans had the
majority in both the House and the
Senate from 2015 to 2019, they passed
six bills, none of which had anything to
do with energy, that raided the SPR
for a total of 260 million barrels of
crude.

Now the Republicans stand here
criticizing President Biden’s usage of
the SPR, and it is laughable. President
Biden’s usage of the SPR has helped
lower gas prices by nearly $1.80 per gal-
lon since their peak.

While the Republicans want to pre-
tend they are tough on China, it is
really the opposite that is true. Last
year, the Biden administration was
forced to sell 20 million barrels from
the SPR under one of those laws that I
mentioned earlier that passed a Repub-
lican-controlled Congress.

The Republicans didn’t include any
restrictions, no restrictions or stipula-
tions on that sale, and as a result, the
administration was forced to sell to the
highest bidders, including a firm owned
by the People’s Republic of China.

Again, I am going to stress in clos-
ing, the Republicans caused China to
have a huge petroleum reserve by lift-
ing the ban on crude oil in 2015 when
they were in the majority.

Prior to 2015 when the Republicans
lifted the ban on exports of crude oil,
we had that ban in place for 40 years—
40 years—and then in 2015, they came
in, and they lifted the ban, so they
caused this problem.

During the Trump administration,
the amount of crude oil that was sold
to China was unbelievable. As a result,
the petroleum reserve, you know, in-
creased significantly in China. They
took advantage of the situation.

Now, if you really wanted to do
something today, first of all, you would
say that the SPR should not only be
banned by selling oil from the SPR to
China, but you should say that you
can’t sell it to Russia. You can’t sell it
to Iran. You can’t sell it to North
Korea.

You can’t sell it to our adversaries,
which is exactly what the gentlewoman
from Pennsylvania, Ms. HOULAHAN’S
bill, does on a bipartisan basis.

But even beyond that, you could sim-
ply say no crude oil should be sold at
all, exported at all, or certainly not ex-
ported to our adversaries, and that is
not what is happening here.

So this is a problem that was created
by the Republicans, and they pretend
that they are doing something about it
today, but, in fact, they are not.

The reason is because they are with
the Big Oil. They are with the special
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interests that want to sell this crude
oil, continue to sell it overseas, and
they don’t care that it goes to our ad-
versaries. That is the bottom line.

This bill is not going to accomplish
anything, and so I would urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘no’” on the legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of
my time.

Leadership matters. American lead-
ership matters. You can’t be a diplo-
matic power without being a military
power. You can’t be a military power
without being an economic power. You
cannot be an economic power without
energy.

In order to reverse the damage to our
energy security and our global leader-
ship, we must flip the switch and un-
leash American energy production.

We need to stop the Biden adminis-
tration from wasting our strategic re-
serves.

It is time to cut the red tape and ex-
pand energy production here at home,
modernize our infrastructure, and cre-
ate new opportunities for jobs and eco-
nomic development.

The Democrats suggested if the bill
included Iran, Russia, and North Korea
that they would support it. The fact of
the matter is those are the countries
this administration has gone to.

They have gone to OPEC, Iran, and
Russia and actually asked them to
produce more oil.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to the
passage of this bill today, and I am
eager—I am eager—to work with my
colleagues on additional solutions to
make energy more affordable, more re-
liable.

It is America that is leading in clean,
reliable, renewable, affordable energy,
and it is so important to energy domi-
nance.

It is important to American leader-
ship. It is important to our economy. It
is important to every person in this
country that has been living with
record-high energy prices.

Every time they go to the gas station
to fill up over the last couple of years,
they have been experiencing record-
high energy prices.

Mr. Speaker, we are prepared to lead.
We want to unleash American energy,
unleash clean American energy jobs.
This is important to our national secu-
rity. It is important to our economic
security.

I urge everyone to vote ‘‘yes.” Pass
H.R. 22. It is just the beginning. There
is more to come.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 5, the previous
question is ordered on the bill.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 331, nays 97,
not voting 6, as follows:

[Roll No. 31]

YEAS—331
Aderholt Dunn (FL) Kilmer
Alford Edwards Kim (CA)
Allen Ellzey Kim (NJ)
Allred Emmer Krishnamoorthi
Amodei Eshoo Kuster
Armstrong Estes Kustoff
Arrington Ezell LaHood
Auchincloss Fallon LaLota
Babin Feenstra LaMalfa
Bacon Ferguson Lamborn
Baird Finstad Landsman
Balderson Fischbach Langworthy
Banks Fitzgerald Larsen (WA)
Barr Fitzpatrick Larson (CT)
Bean (FL) Fleischmann Latta
Bentz Fletcher LaTurner
Bera Flood Lawler
Bergman Foster Lee (FL)
Bice Foxx Leger Fernandez
Biggs Franklin, C. Lesko
Bilirakis Scott Letlow
Bishop (GA) Fry Levin
Bishop (NC) Fulcher Lofgren
Blunt Rochester  Gaetz Loudermilk
Boebert Gallagher Lucas
Bost Gallego Luetkemeyer
Boyle (PA) Garamendi Luna
Brecheen Garbarino Luttrell
Brownley Garcia, Mike Lynch
Buck Gimenez Mace
Bucshon Golden (ME) Magaziner
Budzinski Gongzales, Tony Malliotakis
Burchett Gonzalez, Mann
Burgess Vicente Manning
Burlison Good (VA) Massie
Calvert Gooden (TX) Mast
Cammack Gosar McBath
Caraveo Gottheimer McCarthy
Carbajal Granger McCaul
Carey Graves (LA) McClain
Carl Graves (MO) McClintock
Carson Green (TN) McCormick
Carter (GA) Greene (GA) McGovern
Carter (TX) Griffith McHenry
Cartwright Grothman Meng
Case Guthrie Meuser
Castor (FL) Hageman Mfume
Castro (TX) Harder (CA) Miller (IL)
Chavez-DeRemer Harris Miller (OH)
Ciscomani Harshbarger Miller (WV)
Cleaver Hayes Miller-Meeks
Cline Hern Mills
Cloud Higgins (LA) Molinaro
Clyde Hill Moolenaar
Cohen Himes Mooney
Cole Hinson Moore (AL)
Collins Horsford Moore (UT)
Comer Houchin Moran
Connolly Houlahan Morelle
Costa Hoyer Moskowitz
Courtney Hoyle (OR) Moulton
Craig Hudson Mrvan
Crane Huizenga Murphy
Crawford Issa Neal
Crenshaw Jackson (NC) Neguse
Crow Jackson (TX) Nehls
Cuellar Jacobs Newhouse
Curtis James Nickel
D’Esposito Johnson (LA) Norcross
Davids (KS) Johnson (OH) Norman
Davidson Johnson (SD) Nunn (IA)
Davis (NC) Jordan Obernolte
De La Cruz Joyce (OH) Ogles
Dean (PA) Joyce (PA) Owens
DeLauro Kaptur Palmer
Deluzio Kean (NJ) Panetta
DesJarlais Kelly (MS) Pappas
Diaz-Balart Kelly (PA) Peltola
Doggett Khanna Pence
Donalds Kiggans (VA) Perez
Duarte Kildee Perry
Duncan Kiley Peters
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Pettersen Self Torres (CA)
Pfluger Sessions Torres (NY)
Phillips Sewell Trahan
Porter Sherrill Trone
Posey Simpson Turner
Quigley Slotkin Valadao
Reschenthaler Smith (MO) Van Drew
Rodgers (WA) Smith (NE)
Rogers (AL) Smith (NJ) Xan Duyne
an Orden
Rogers (KY) Smucker
Rose Sorensen Vasquez
Rosendale Soto Veasey
Rouzer Spanberger Wagner
Roy Spartz Walberg
Ruiz Stanton Waltz
Ruppersberger Stauber Wasserman
Rutherford Steel Schultz
Ryan Stefanik Weber (TX)
Salazar Steil Webster (FL)
Salinas Steube Wenstrup
Santos Stevens Westerman
Sarbanes Stewart Wexton
Scalise Strong Wwild
Scanlon Sykes Williams (NY)
Schiff Tenney Wilson (SC)
Schneider Thompson (CA) Wittman
Scholten Thompson (PA) Womack
Schrier Tiffany Yakym
Schweikert Timmons .
Scott, Austin Titus Zinke
NAYS—97

Adams Frost Omar
Aguilar Garcla (IL) Pallone
Balint Garcia (TX) Pascrell
Barragan Garcia, Robert Payne
Beatty Goldman (NY) Pelosi
Beyer Gomez Pingree
Blumer}a}ler Grfegn (TX) Pocan
Bonamici Grijalva Pressley
Bowman Higgins (NY) Ramirez
Brown Huffman Raskin
Bl}sh Ivey RosS
Cardenas Jackson (IL) Sanchez
Carter (LA) Jackson Lee Schakowsky
Casar Jayapal S

h cott (VA)
Casten Jeffries Soott. David
Cherfilus- Johnson (GA) Shem;lan

McCormick Kamlager-Dove .
Chu Keating Smith (WA)
Cicilline Kelly (IL) Stansbury
Clark (MA) Lee (CA) Strickland
Clarke (NY) Lee (NV) Takano
Clyburn Lee (PA) Thanedar
Correa Lieu Thompson (MS)
Crockett Matsui Tlaib
Davis (IL) McCollum Tokuda
DeGette McGarvey Tonko
DelBene Meeks Underwood
DeSaulnier Menendez Vargas
Escobar Moore (WI) Velazquez
Espaillat Mullin Waters
Evans Nadler Watson Coleman
Foushee Napolitano Williams (GA)
Frankel, Lois Ocasio-Cortez Wilson (FL)
NOT VOTING—6

Buchanan Guest Swalwell
Dingell Hunt Williams (TX)

O 1102

Mr. GARAMENDI, Mses. SALINAS,
SCANLON, and DEAN of Pennsylvania
changed their vote from ‘‘nay” to
‘‘yea.”

So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Madam Speaker,
due to a personal family matter, | had to return
back to Texas and | was unable to vote today.
Had | been present, | would have voted “yea”
on rollcall No. 31.

———
HONORING DAMAR HAMLIN
(Mr. ALLRED asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
Mr. ALLRED. Madam Speaker, with
news that Damar Hamlin has finally
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been released from the hospital, I am
honored to join my fellow NFL alumni,
Congressman OWENS, and my col-
leagues here today to lead a moment
recognizing Damar Hamlin’s inspiring
story on the floor of the people’s
House.

Football has some downsides, but it
also has the power to bring us together,
to remind us of what really matters.
Damar’s perseverance has inspired mil-
lions and, once again, highlighted the
generosity and fundamental goodness
of the American people.

Damar, congratulations on your re-
covery. We are all with you.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. OWENS).

Mr. OWENS. Madam Speaker, I
thank my teammate for pulling this
together.

Damar Hamlin’s fighting spirit and
his faith inspired all Americans.

His miraculous recovery has re-
minded us of the power of prayer. He
has been in the prayers of millions over
the last 2 weeks, his teammates, his
opponents, and Americans throughout
our country regardless of race, creed,
or color.

As we stand on the House floor today,
we see the vision of our Founders, a
promise to become a more perfect
Union. It is a celebration of
meritocracy, of a young man whose
strength comes from God and his fam-
ily.

We have seen our Nation’s heart of
empathy, one that blesses us with the
opportunity to dream, to struggle, to
overcome, and, the ultimate prize, to
inspire and bless others.

God bless Damar, the Hamlin family,
his teammates, and the entire football
community.

————

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF GEORGIA BULLDOGS

(Mrs. GREENE of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. GREENE of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, today, I congratulate my
alma mater, the University of Georgia,
on their dominating victory over the
TCU Horned Frogs in Monday’s na-
tional championship.

Last year, the Bulldogs ended a four-
decade-long national championship
drought. This year, they became the
first team in the playoff era to win
back-to-back titles.

Coach Kirby Smart has built an in-
credible program with incredible play-
ers, several of which are from Georgia’s
14th District.

Ladd McConkey, a graduate of North
Murray High School in Murray County,
Georgia, has started as wide receiver
for two seasons at UGA. During his
time as a Bulldog, he has amassed over
1,300 total yards and 15 total touch-
downs, two of which came on Monday
night.

Ladd is not the only outstanding
player from Georgia-14. Tate Ratledge
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of Rome, Smael Mondon, Jr., of Dallas,
Cole Speer of Calhoun, CJ Washington
of Cedartown, Jonathan Washburn of
Ringgold, and Cade Brock from Dar-
lington School have all made our dis-
trict proud.

Go Dawgs.

———
HONORING SHERRI JACKSON

(Ms. SEWELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SEWELL. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor news anchor Sherri
Jackson, who is celebrating her 25th
anniversary today as a trusted voice of
the CBS 42 family in Birmingham, Ala-
bama.

Sherri Jackson is an award-winning
journalist who currently serves as a
managing editor and a member of the
CBS 42 investigative team.

Sherri hails from St. Louis, Missouri.
She made her home in Birmingham in
1998 and has blazed trails reporting on
the critical issues affecting Bir-
mingham and central Alabama.

Sherri’s career has earned her praise
and recognition, including Best News
Anchor by the Alabama Broadcasters
Association.

I am grateful to Sherri for traveling
to Washington, D.C., in 2013 to cover
one of my proudest moments in Con-
gress, awarding the Congressional Gold
Medal to the four little girls.

I know that my constituents in Bir-
mingham are eternally grateful for her
consistent and trusted voice.

I ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing Sherri Jackson for her ex-
traordinary career and congratulating
her on 25 years of exceptional work at
CBS 42.

————

RECOGNIZING CONSTITUENTS
FROM INDIA

(Mr. MCcCCORMICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCCORMICK. Madam Speaker, 1
rise on this occasion to appreciate my
constituents, especially those who have
immigrated from India. We have a very
large portion of my community that is
made up of almost 100,000 people who
have immigrated directly from India.

One out of every five doctors in my
community are from India, they rep-
resent some of the best citizens we
have in America. We should make sure
that we streamline the immigration
process for those who come here to
obey the law, pay their taxes, and be
the most creative and productive in so-
ciety.

Although they make up about 1 per-
cent of American society, they pay
about 6 percent of the taxes. They are
amongst the top producers, and they do
not cause problems, they follow the
laws. They don’t have the problems
that we see other people have when
they come to the emergency room for
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