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RECOGNIZING MR. CLAUD “ROB”
WHEATLY, III

HON. GREGORY F. MURPHY

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 10, 2023

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Mr. Claud “Rob” Wheatly, Il of
Wheatly Law Group, to honor his long and il-
lustrious career.

Rob graduated from The Citadel in 1969
and the University of South Carolina School or
Law in 1972. He also served in the United
States Army, where he obtained the rank of
Captain. Rob specializes in property, estate
planning, business, corporate, environmental
law, and civil trial practice in all State and
Federal Courts. During his very successful ca-
reer, Rob has been the county attorney for
Carteret County and is also a member of the
Carteret County and North Carolina Bar Asso-
ciations.

Rob recently reached his 50-year milestone
as an attorney in private practice and has
served over 30 years as the Carteret County
Attorney. Rob began practicing law in 1972
with his father, Claud R. Wheatly Jr., making
Rob the third generation of his family to prac-
tice law in Carteret County.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring this
incredible and noble servant and congratu-
lating Mr. Claud “Rob” Wheatly, Il on a life of
outstanding service to his community.

———

CELEBRATING THE RETIREMENT
OF DON KELLAHER, SENIOR AD-
VISOR TO THE SERGEANT AT
ARMS

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 10, 2023

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, | want to honor a
constituent from Maryland’s Fifth District who
has served this institution faithfully for dec-
ades: Senior Advisor to the Sergeant at Arms
Don Kellaher. He recently retired after spend-
ing 45 years in service to the House of Rep-
resentatives and deserves recognition for all
that he has contributed and accomplished in
that time.

Don began his long career in 1976 as a
staff assistant in the former Office of the Door-
keeper before moving to the Office of the Ser-
geant at Arms three years later. Throughout
his decades in that office, he worked in every
division and held important positions, such as
Director of Special Events, Director of Police
Services, Deputy Sergeant at Arms, and Sen-
ior Advisor to the Sergeant at Arms.

Don played a key role in ensuring that this
institution could continue to carry out its work
For the People. During his tenure in the Office
of the Sergeant at Arms, he helped organize
12 presidential inaugurations, ranging from
President Carter's in 1977 to President
Biden’s in 2021. Additionally, Don has partici-
pated in the planning of dozens of State of the
Union Addresses.

Crucially, he has worked to keep visitors,
staff, and Members of the People’s House
safe. That includes historic figures who have
visited our Capitol, such as the Dalai Lama,
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Pope Francis, Mother Teresa, and Queen Eliz-
abeth Il. From anthrax and ricin attacks to
murders of U.S. Capitol Police officers and
bombings of the Capitol Building, Don has
also helped our brave Capitol Police navigate
many challenges over the years. Recently, he
supported them during the deadly insurrection
that gripped our Capitol on January 6, 2021.
Everyone who was here that infamous day
owes a debt to Don and the others who
worked to reestablish order and security on
Capitol Hill, as do the American people whose
democracy came under attack that day.

Mr. Speaker, Don is truly a guardian of the
House of Representatives. We could not fulfill
our duty to the American people without Don
and numerous other staffers like him who
work behind the scenes to make this institu-
tion function. He ought to be proud of all he’s
done for Congress and the country, and |
hope he knows how much we appreciate him
and his work.

| ask that all my colleagues join me in wish-
ing Don, his wife Antoinette, his children
Amanda Walker and Anthony Kellaher, and
his grandchildren Rhett Walker and Rosalie
and Ainsley Kellaher happiness as he begins
his well-earned retirement

———————

HONORING MATTHEW DAVID
ANDERSEN

HON. JUAN VARGAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 10, 2023

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the late Director of the Department of
Commerce San Diego Office, Mr. Matthew
David Andersen.

A dedicated public servant, Mr. Andersen
spent 37 years committed to developing U.S.
commerce on the world stage. Mr. Andersen
served as the Director of the Department of
Commerce San Diego Office for 25 years be-
fore recently announcing his well-deserved re-
tirement.

Those who had the pleasure to work with
Mr. Andersen say that he touched the lives
and careers of many and will be dearly
missed. A testament to his hard work, Mr. An-
dersen received the Department of Com-
merce’s Bronze Award for Superior Federal
Service in 2015.

Mr. Andersen was an avid sports fan, loved
animals, and enjoyed listening to The Beatles.
He is survived by his partner, Brooke Palmer,
his sister, brother-in-law, nieces, and neph-
ews.

On behalf of the residents of California’s
52nd Congressional District, | would like to ex-
press my deepest condolences to the family of
Mr. Matthew David Andersen. Furthermore, |
would like to formally extend my sincere grati-
tude to Mr. Andersen and his unwavering
commitment to providing the highest level of
service throughout his decades-long career
with the Department of Commerce. He is
greatly missed.

El11

TO NAME THE DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS OUT-
PATIENT CLINIC IN VALLEJO,
CALIFORNIA, AS THE “DELPHINE
METCALF-FOSTER VA CLINIC”

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 10, 2023

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, today | re-
introduce legislation to rename the Mare Is-
land Veterans Affairs (VA) Clinic in Vallejo,
California as the “Delphine Metcalf-Foster VA
Clinic,” in recognition of her lifetime of service
to others. A life-long resident of Vallejo, Ms.
Delphine Metcalf-Foster is a veteran of the
U.S. Army Reserve, longtime leader with nu-
merous veterans service organizations, and a
pillar of the community. | thank my colleague
Congressman Mike Thompson (CA-4) for
being the bill’s original cosponsor.

Ms. Metcalf-Foster is a disabled U.S. Army
Reserve veteran who served during Operation
Desert Storm and is a recipient of the Bronze
Star Medal. Military service runs in her family.
Her father served during the Spanish-Amer-
ican War and was in the U.S. Army’s 9th Cal-
vary Regiment, whose members were known
as “Buffalo Soldiers.” After retiring as a First
Sergeant (E-8) in 1996, Ms. Metcalf-Foster
began her lifelong work to advocate for and
assist fellow veterans.

Ms. Metcalf-Foster has served the VA
Northern California Health Care System for
over 25 years. She began volunteering to
drive veterans to medical appointments. In
2004, she became the Commander of the Dis-
abled American Veterans’ Ozie Boler Chapter
21 in Vallejo, DAV Department of California
until 2005. Later. she served as the DAV Na-
tional Commander from 2017 to 2018. This
made her the first woman to become the Dis-
abled American Veterans’ National Com-
mander, as well as a distinguished leader of
this major veterans service organization.

Ms. Metcalf-Foster is also a life-member of
the American Legion and the Veterans of For-
eign Wars. In 2018, she was recognized as
one of the “Mighty 25: Influencers Supporting
the Military Community.” In 2019, she was se-
lected as the Grand Marshall for the 166th
Vallejo 4th of July Parade. Her expertise was
sought after for testimony at hearings before
the House and Senate Veterans Affairs Com-
mittees advocating to improve outreach to and
services for American veterans and those with
service-connected disabilities.

It is truly an honor to reintroduce this legisla-
tion. | stand with my constituents in Vallejo
and California’s 8th Congressional District to
honor Ms. Delphine Metcalf-Foster and her
service to veterans in our community and
across the country.

HONORING THE LIFE OF WAYNE
KIRBY

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN
OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 10, 2023

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Wayne Kirby, who passed
away on April 3, 2022, at the age of 69.
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