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said, and it is high time for us to cor-
rect that injustice. Therefore, I am
proud to be a cosponsor with Rep-
resentative BUTTERFIELD and Rep-
resentative HUDSON of this legislation.

The Lumbee have for three centuries
been a cohesive and distinct commu-
nity of aboriginal origins and durable
institutions, especially schools, living
near the Lumber River in Robeson
County.

The Lumbee have been called by sev-
eral names, but it cannot be disputed
that they are the continuously present
and vital people shown on a map drawn
in 1725 whose common modern sur-
names appear on a document written in
1771: Locklear, Chavis, Dees, Sweat,
and Groom. They are the Lumbee who
were living in Long Swamp in the
1730s, the community now Kknown as
Prospect.

I said these words last year when it
appeared very favorable that we were
going to pass Lumbee recognition then,
and I am going to say it continuously
until we get this done, that this is
going to be the year.

I know the Lumbee. I know the War-
riors Ball and Lumbee Homecoming,
UNC-Pembroke and Old Main, the
Lumbee Cultural Center and the Cozy
Corner. The Lumbee are supremely pa-
triotic Americans, God-fearing and
washed in the blood, devoted to the lib-
erating cause of education and to civic
involvement, proud of their commu-
nity, and loving and welcoming to
strangers. They are the best of Amer-
ica, and the only honorable course for
the United States Congress is to accord
them their due recognition at long
last.

So my thank-you to Representative
BUTTERFIELD for sponsoring this legis-
lation. I thank Representative HUDSON
and Representatives GRIJALVA and
WESTERMAN for permitting it to come
forward—staunch supporters of the
Lumbees’ pursuit of justice. I thank
Senators BURR and TILLIS. Lumbee rec-
ognition took on new life when both
North Carolina Senators began to
champion it.

Thanks also to former Representa-
tive Mike McIntyre of Robeson County,
who worked for Lumbee recognition for
more than a decade. We almost accom-
plished passage last year. This is going
to be the year.

Madam  Speaker, I urge over-
whelming support for the Lumbee Rec-
ognition Act.

O 1630

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker,
I thank the gentleman for his unwaver-
ing support for his constituents and his
efforts to work across the aisle.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Madam
Speaker, I have no further requests for
time, and I would inquire whether my
colleague has any remaining speakers
on their side.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker,
I am ready to close, and I yield back
the balance of my time.
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Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Madam
Speaker, I, too, want to thank Mr.
BISHOP, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Mr.
WESTERMAN, and Mr. GRIJALVA for
championing this legislation so that we
may today undo 100 years of injustice.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support the legislation, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
MANNING). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentlewoman from
New Mexico (Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 2758.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROY. Madam Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

——————

PALA BAND OF MISSION INDIANS
LAND TRANSFER ACT OF 2021

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 1975) to take cer-
tain land located in San Diego County,
California, into trust for the benefit of
the Pala Band of Mission Indians, and
for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1975

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Pala Band of
Mission Indians Land Transfer Act of 2021.
SEC. 2. TRANSFER OF LAND IN TRUST FOR THE

PALA BAND OF MISSION INDIANS.

(a) TRANSFER AND ADMINISTRATION.—

(1) TRANSFER OF LANDS INTO TRUST.—If, not
later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Tribe transfers title
to the land referred to in subsection (b) to
the United States, the Secretary, not later
than 180 days after such transfer, shall take
that land into trust for the benefit of the
Tribe.

(2) ADMINISTRATION.—The land transferred
under paragraph (1) shall be part of the Pala
Indian Reservation and administered in ac-
cordance with the laws and regulations gen-
erally applicable to land held in trust by the
United States for an Indian Tribe.

(b) LAND DESCRIPTION.—The land referred
to in subsection (a)(1) is the approximately
721.12 acres of land located in San Diego
County, California, generally depicted as
‘““Gregory Canyon Property Boundary’ on
the map titled ‘‘Pala Gregory Canyon Prop-
erty Boundary and Parcels’.

(¢) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this Act shall—

(1) enlarge, impair, or otherwise affect any
right or claim of the Tribe to any land or in-
terest in land that is in existence before the
date of the enactment of this Act;

(2) affect any water right of the Tribe in
existence before the date of the enactment of
this Act; or

(3) terminate or limit any access in any
way to any right-of-way or right-of-use

H6043

issued, granted, or permitted before the date
of the enactment of this Act.

(d) RESTRICTED USE OF TRANSFERRED
LANDS.—The Tribe may not conduct, on the
land taken into trust for the Tribe pursuant
to this Act, gaming activities—

(1) as a matter of claimed inherent author-
ity; or

(2) under any Federal law, including the In-
dian Gaming Regulatory Act (25 U.S.C. 2701
et seq.) and regulations promulgated by the
Secretary or the National Indian Gaming
Commission under that Act.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—For the purposes of this
section:

(1) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(2) TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Tribe” means the
Pala Band of Mission Indians.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
New Mexico (Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ)
and the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from New Mexico.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the measure under consid-
eration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New Mexico?

There was no objection.

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, H.R. 1975, the Pala
Band of Mission Indians Land Transfer
Act of 2021, introduced by Representa-
tive ISsSA from California, will direct
the Secretary of the Interior to take
721.12 acres of land into trust for the
Pala Band of Mission Indians.

The Pala Band of Mission Indians is
located in northern San Diego County
with 918 enrolled members. Members of
the Pala Band belong to the Cupeno
and Luiseno Tribes who were forced to-
gether by Spanish Franciscan mission-
aries during the 1800s.

The Pala Band recently purchased
property that includes the remaining
portion of Gregory Mountain that is
not on the existing Pala Band Reserva-
tion and other sacred and culturally
significant sites in Gregory Canyon.
The land was purchased to protect and
preserve Gregory Mountain, Medicine
Rock, and other sites considered sacred
by Luiseno Tribes.

Taking land into trust is an integral
part of the government-to-government
relationship between the U.S. Govern-
ment and Tribal governments. By
maintaining Tribal lands, Tribal gov-
ernments can protect and preserve
their ancestral homelands or sacred
sites considered culturally significant.

This bill takes 721.12 acres into trust
for the benefit of the Pala Band, ensur-
ing that the sacred sites and cultural
history located on those lands will be
honored appropriately and safeguarded.
The bill also stipulates that current
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land and water rights are not affected
by its enactment, nor are any rights-
of-way or rights of use that are cur-
rently permitted.

Lastly, the Pala Band may not con-
duct any gaming activities on the land.

Madam Speaker, I want to thank
Representative ISSA for championing
this bipartisan legislation, and I urge
its quick adoption. I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
H.R. 1975, the Pala Band of Mission In-
dians Land Transfer Act.

This bill would place approximately
721 acres of land located in San Diego,
California, into trust for the Pala Band
of Mission Indians.

As Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ said, gam-
ing pursuant to the Indian Gaming
Regulatory Act is prohibited on the
lands to be placed into trust by this
legislation. In the early 1990s, San
Diego, California, voters approved a
plan to establish the Gregory Canyon
landfill project, but the landfill process
fell into bankruptcy and the develop-
ment company sold a portion of the
land to the Tribe for cultural preserva-
tion. The Tribe is now requesting to
have that land placed into trust to be
part of the Tribe’s reservation.

I want to thank Mr. ISsSA for his lead-
ership on this issue, and I again urge
adoption of the measure, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Madam
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker,
I yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from California (Mr.
IssA).

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding. As the
chair and ranking member said, this is
bipartisan, and I am sure will be bi-
cameral, and, in fact, it is necessary
because not only is H.R. 1975 necessary
in order to put land in trust, but we,
for more than 20 years now, have had
to put most land that gets into trust in
trust because of action by the Con-
gress.

I want to take this opportunity on
behalf of the 18 Tribes that I represent
and have represented for most of my 20
years in Congress and say that this is
the kind of bill that I hope we will pass
further legislation to make unneces-
sary. The essential right of our first
people to reclaim their ancestral land
and have it placed into trust on a pro
forma basis, on a nearly automatic
basis, should not require action by
Congress time and time again.

The Pala Band of Indians had to buy
this land at their own expense in order
to gift it, essentially, to the Federal
Government. They do so because of the
importance of their ancestral land and
their pride in the people they are and
the people they have been since before
man, Western man, walked into Cali-
fornia and disrupted their lives.
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So I am proud that, once again, we
are putting land in trust. I am proud of
the Pala Indians who worked for more
than 30 years to recapture this land, to
keep it from being effectively taken
away in perpetuity. They have done
the right thing.

They have reinvested their hard-
earned money, in fact, on putting, for
their nearly 1,000 members, together a
future of Tribal land in which the pub-
lic can be aware will be taken care of
better than it was under private land.

It is interesting to me that, in fact,
we have had to get assurances that the
Tribe would not use this for gaming,
which is understood. But the idea that
they cannot use it—they do not, in
fact, regain their water rights that
they historically would have, and oth-
ers—quite frankly, is a giveaway that
should not be necessary.

I am happy to take the opportunity
to thank the chairman and ranking
member, but I ask that we really take
a hard look at the inefficiency of the
system that has caused every single
land in trust that has been done for my
18 Tribes, or many of my 18 Tribes over
20 years, to require this action.

I believe we should streamline the
process to make the bias in favor of the
Tribe’s right to reclaim their land, to
place it, in fact, into what is trust
land, which is another name for it be-
longs to the Federal Government even
though it has been bought out of the
hardworking representatives in my dis-
trict; in this case, Pala.

So I want to thank the gentleman for
moving this. I believe this is non-
controversial. I know I brought up a
point that is more controversial which
is getting the bureaucracy to do a job
they should do on behalf of Tribes
throughout the United States. As
somebody who has been honored to rep-
resent much of Indian Country in Cali-
fornia, I hope I speak accurately for all
18 Tribes that they believe that what
was theirs and is theirs again, should
be placed in trust as soon as possible.

I thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker,
I thank the gentleman for his advocacy
on the part of his constituents. I do
again urge adoption of this.

I am ready to close, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Madam
Speaker, I do want to thank Represent-
ative ISSA, Representative WESTERMAN,
and Chair GRIJALVA for moving this bi-
partisan bill forward and taking the ac-
tion that is required at this time to en-
sure that the Pala Band of Indians can,
indeed, control this land for their sa-
cred and cultural sites.

Madam Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support the bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from New Mexico
(Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 1975.

The question was taken.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROY. Madam Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

———

URBAN INDIAN HEALTH CONFER
ACT

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 5221) to amend
the Indian Health Care Improvement
Act to establish an urban Indian orga-
nization confer policy for the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5221

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Urban In-

dian Health Confer Act”.

SEC. 2. URBAN INDIAN ORGANIZATION CONFER
POLICY.

Section 514(b) of the Indian Health Care
Improvement Act (25 U.S.C. 1660d) is amend-
ed to read as follows:

‘“(b) REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary shall
ensure that the Service and the other agen-
cies and offices of the Department confer, to
the maximum extent practicable, with urban
Indian organizations in carrying out—

‘(1) this Act; and

‘‘(2) other provisions of law relating to In-
dian health care.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
New Mexico (Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ)
and the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from New Mexico.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks and include any extra-
neous material on the measure under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New Mexico?

There was no objection.

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, H.R. 5221, the Urban
Indian Health Confer Act, introduced
by Natural Resources Chair RAUL GRI-
JALVA from Arizona will require agen-
cies and offices within the TUnited
States Department of Health and
Human Services, or HHS, to confer
with Urban Indian Organizations, or
UIOs, on policies and initiatives re-
lated to healthcare for American Indi-
ans and Alaska Natives.
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