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RECOGNIZING THE AMERICAN
WELDING SOCIETY ON THEIR
100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. MARIO DIAZBALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate the American Welding
Society on their 100th anniversary, and to
commend them on their exemplary service to
not only the global welding industry as a
whole, but also our community in South Flor-
ida.

The American Welding Society (AWS) was
founded in 1919 when leaders within the in-
dustry joined forces to advance the science,
technology, and application of welding on both
a national and international scale. Initially, the
AWS was composed of 286 members and had
one section, located in Philadelphia, PA.
Today, the AWS is headquartered in Miami,
FL and offers services for over 70,000 mem-
bers worldwide. In line with their mission to
offer professional development, the AWS pro-
vides a number of certification programs for
welders, including the Certified Welding In-
spector program, which was established in
1976, and has since certified over 97,000
welding inspectors.

Having had the privilege to work with the
AWS on a number of occasions during my
time in Congress, | know firsthand the level of
commitment and dedication that the entire or-
ganization has for the industry and its mem-
bers. In its one hundred years of activity, the
AWS has continued to make monumental
strides in assisting and advancing welders
around the world. Notably, the organization
has done an exceptional job in expanding the
welding network through educational opportu-
nities and research programs, which, in turn,
has led to immense growth throughout the in-
dustry.

| am proud that a well-respected and com-
mitted organization like the AWS is not only
headquartered in our great state, but also
Florida’s 25th District. By celebrating its 100th
anniversary and reaching this significant mile-
stone, the AWS has proven that their mission
of bettering the welding industry not only pro-
vides significant results, but is also essential
for its continued growth.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to pay trib-
ute to the American Welding Society for its
significant contributions to the industry and |
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
this remarkable organization for its dedicated
work in the local and global welding commu-
nity.

BRENDAN ARCHER-JONES

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Brendan Ar-
cher-Jones for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Brendan Archer-dones is a student at Ar-
vada West High School and received this
award because his determination and hard
work have allowed him to overcome adversi-
ties.

The dedication demonstrated by Brendan
Archer-Jones is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Brendan Archer-Jones for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt he will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of his fu-
ture accomplishments.

————

RECOGNIZING THE 31ST ANNIVER-
SARY OF MASSACRES AGAINST
ARMENIANS IN SUMGAIT

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the thirty-first anniversary of the po-
groms against people of Armenian descent in
Sumgait, Azerbaijan.

In late February of 1988 the Armenian peo-
ple of Nagomo Karabakh, more commonly
known by its people and descendants as
Artsakh, rose up in peaceful protest to de-
mand their right to self-determination. This
courageous call for equality and human dignity
was met with murderous riots beginning on
February 27, 1988, which lasted for three
days. Scores of Armenians were killed, hun-
dreds were wounded, and thousands were
forced to leave their homes and livelihoods
behind.

Undeterred by this oppression, the Arme-
nian community and its dedication to demo-
cratic self-determination sparked a movement
that finally helped bring an end to the dictator-
ship of the Soviet Union. The courage dem-
onstrated by the people of Artsakh in demand-
ing their rights even after all their adversity is
admirable and should never be forgotten. The
people of Artsakh continue to exhibit this
strength and courage in the twenty-first cen-
tury as they stride towards creating a better
tomorrow.

On behalf of the thousands of Armenian
Americans living in my congressional district, |

ask my colleagues to stand with the people of
Artsakh in remembering the lives lost during
this tragic conflict. May their memory serve as
a reminder for each and every one of us to
continue advocating for human rights and
democratic freedoms around the world.

IN RECOGNITION OF WORLD
LYMPHEDEMA DAY

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 2019

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Madam Speaker, | rise to pay tribute to World
Lymphedema Day. World Lymphedema Day is
committed to increasing awareness of a dis-
ease that affects up to 10 million Americans
and as many as 200 million people worldwide.

Lymphedema is an extremely understudied
yet common disease that occurs when the
body’s natural lymphatic drainage system is
underdeveloped, blocked, or damaged. The
lymphatic fluid, unable to properly drain, be-
comes trapped in a particular area of the body
like the arms, legs, torso, head, or neck. The
resulting swelling can hinder mobility and im-
pair proper bodily functions. In many cases,
the swelling can cause extreme pain dramati-
cally reducing quality of life.

Stanford University estimates that 10 million
Americans are affected by Lymphedema; how-
ever, Lymphedema research continues to be
chronically underfunded. This has led to an
unfortunate number of misdiagnoses and
under-treatment of the disease, which add sig-
nificant costs to patients and the healthcare in-
dustry.

Lymphedema can be inheritable or result
from a trauma or health complication later in
life. Secondary Lymphedema is reported to
develop after health experiences such as can-
cer treatment, radiation therapy, major sur-
gery, and severe burns. Combat injuries sus-
tained by the brave men and women who
serve our country significantly increase the
risk of developing Lymphedema.

Lymphedema affects an estimated 15 per-
cent of all cancer survivors and 40 percent of
all breast cancer survivors. This is particularly
concerning as one in eight women will be di-
agnosed with breast cancer at some point in
their lives.

In 2016, the New York State legislature be-
came the first legislative body in the world to
recognize March 6 as Annual World
Lymphedema Day and the U.S. Senate com-
memorated the day in the last Congress.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in recognizing the amazing dedication and
strength of the advocates, patients, and health
care providers calling for increased awareness
of and research funding for Lymphedema as
we mark World Lymphedema Day.
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