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pastor of the Freedom Chapel Inter-
national Christian Center here in 
Washington, D.C., and Bishop Thomp-
son oversees ministries abroad in 
Brazil, Ecuador, Liberia, Mexico, Rus-
sia, and Ukraine. 

Mr. Speaker, Bishop Thompson is the 
Admissions and Financial Officer for 
the Supreme Court of the United 
States, the First Vice President of Ad-
ministration for RBI Institute, and 
serves on the Executive Board of the 
Apostolic World Christian Fellowship. 

Mr. Speaker, Bishop Thompson is 
also the pastor of our beloved colleague 
Joyce Hamlett, Assistant Sergeant at 
Arms in charge of floor security. 

Mr. Speaker, again I thank Bishop 
Perry N. Thompson for his excellent 
work and for his being here today. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois). The Chair 
will entertain up to 15 further requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

PRESIDENT OBAMA’S PLAN TO 
CLOSE GUANTANAMO 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, yesterday President Obama 
announced his plan to close Guanta-
namo. 

As a 29-year Air Force veteran and 
POW, I speak from experience when I 
say that the President’s decision is 
wrong and it will endanger our home-
land. 

As a Congressman who helped pass 
the law to protect American citizens 
by ensuring Obama doesn’t release ter-
rorists from GTMO, I would like to re-
mind the President that his decision 
goes against the will of the American 
people. Furthermore, it is illegal. 

Radical Islamic terrorists who are 
hell-bent on the destruction of our de-
mocracy and way of life belong in only 
one place, Guantanamo. 

The President is clearly in denial 
about these terrorists, but Americans 
can rest assured we will do everything 
in our power to keep our country safe. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

f 

SUPPORT FUNDING FOR GREAT 
LAKES RESTORATION INITIATIVE 

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, on the 
occasion of Great Lakes Day, hundreds 
of advocates are in Washington to sup-
port funding for the restoration of the 
Great Lakes. 

Fortunately, after years of neglect, 
Congress is starting to meet its respon-
sibilities to protect and to restore this 
irreplaceable resource. 

In 1968, the Buffalo River, which 
drains into Lake Erie, was so contami-
nated that it was declared biologically 
dead. 

Today, funded by the Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative, the Federal 
Government, local businesses, and the 
Buffalo Niagara RIVERKEEPER are 
working on a massive undertaking to 
clean up and restore the river. Now we 
expect it will be fishable and swim-
mable within the next decade. 

In the coming weeks, Congress will 
begin to devise its spending plan for 
the year. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port programs like the Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative, which support 
local economies, natural habitats, and 
public health throughout the region. 

f 

CLOSING GUANTANAMO 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, yesterday the President an-
nounced a dangerous proposal, to close 
Guantanamo and bring terrorists to 
America. One of the proposed locations 
is near Charleston, South Carolina, 
creating a risk of attacks to adjacent 
schools, churches, neighborhoods, and 
ports. 

I have visited Guantanamo twice. 
This is the right location to house ter-
rorists who are obsessed to kill Amer-
ican families. 

The 2016 National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act, signed by the President, bars 
the closure of Guantanamo. Congress 
voted that remote Guantanamo is the 
safest location for mass murderers of 
American families, which discourages 
further attacks, and no one wants to be 
in Communist Cuba. 

I appreciate Speaker PAUL DAVIS 
RYAN, Senators TIM SCOTT and LINDSEY 
GRAHAM, Governor Nikki Haley, Attor-
ney General Alan Wilson, and the 
South Carolina House delegation for 
their efforts to prevent the closure of 
Guantanamo to protect American fam-
ilies. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and may the President, by his actions, 
never forget September the 11th in the 
global war on terrorism. 

f 

A NEW SUPREME COURT JUSTICE 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, all 
of us were saddened in the last 2 weeks 
at the loss of the longest serving jurist, 
Justice Scalia. There is no doubt he 
loved the law and he loved the Court. 

With that in mind, Mr. Speaker, I 
think it is important that, in recogni-
tion of Justice Scalia’s love of the law 

and the love of that Court, we honor 
his memory by fulfilling the constitu-
tional duty that the other body has to 
and the constitutional duty that the 
President has to, which is to advise and 
consent on a nomination made by the 
President or not consent made by the 
President of a Supreme Court Justice. 

The claim that this is an 80-year 
precedent that has not been broken 
based upon the time that the President 
is now serving—332 days—there is no 
such term as a lame duck in the United 
States Congress is incorrect. It was re-
cently done in 1988, under President 
Reagan, with Justice Kennedy, when 
he was nominated by a Democrat-con-
trolled Senate, 97–0. 

It is important that we express to the 
American people that we are willing to 
do our duty. I would adhere to the 
Latin term in English: the last expres-
sion of the people prevail. The Presi-
dent of the United States was duly 
elected in 2012. His term has not ended. 

I applaud the President for doing his 
constitutional duty. I think it is im-
portant for us to do our constitutional 
duty, the Congress of the United 
States, and address the question on 
making sure the Court is full to do its 
duty. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO HARPER LEE 

(Mr. BYRNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, last week 
the world lost a literary giant and Ala-
bama lost a legend. A native of Ala-
bama’s First Congressional District, 
Nelle Harper Lee was born and died in 
Monroeville, Alabama, the city that 
served as an inspiration for the town of 
Maycomb in her legendary novel ‘‘To 
Kill a Mockingbird.’’ 

Nelle received many honors through-
out her life, including being inducted 
into the Alabama Academy of Honor, 
receiving the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom, and being awarded the Na-
tional Medal of Arts. 

She was known as a private woman, 
but her writings inspired generations, 
promoted acceptance, and taught us all 
important life lessons. 

Sadly, she passed away in Monroe-
ville on February 19 at the age of 89. 

One of the best lessons Nelle taught 
us was about tolerance. As she wrote in 
‘‘To Kill a Mockingbird,’’ ‘‘You never 
really understand a person until you 
consider things from his point of view 
. . . until you climb into his skin and 
walk around in it.’’ 

May we all take time to reflect on 
the life of Nelle Harper Lee, and may 
we all continue to live out her lesson of 
tolerance each and every day. 

f 

AUTUMN JOHNSON KILLED BY 
GUN VIOLENCE 

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 
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Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, on the 

evening of February 9, this little pre-
cious angel, 1-year-old Autumn John-
son, was in her crib when a gunman ap-
proached her family’s Compton home 
and opened fire on the converted ga-
rage where they lived. 

Autumn was struck by a single bullet 
to her head. Two sheriff’s deputies on 
the scene didn’t think they could wait 
for the paramedics and rushed little 
Autumn in her father’s arms to the 
hospital in their squad car. She was de-
clared dead at the hospital. 

Yesterday sheriffs arrested her sus-
pected killer. The motive is still un-
known, but law enforcement suspects 
gang involvement. I hope that justice 
is served, but I know that nothing can 
make up for what Autumn’s parents 
have lost. 

I attended her funeral on Saturday, 
and my heart broke into a million 
pieces when I saw Autumn in her little 
lavender casket. Before she was buried, 
her young father put her pink teddy 
bear in beside her. 

When is the breaking point? When 
will we decide that our communities 
have seen enough bloodshed? When will 
we get serious about investing in our 
young people and giving them better 
opportunities than gangs? When will 
we in Congress finally do our part to 
prevent gun violence? 

Autumn’s life mattered, and it is 
time we started acting like it. 

f 

HONORING CAROL MOONEY, PRESI-
DENT OF SAINT MARY’S COL-
LEGE 

(Mrs. WALORSKI asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and pay tribute to a 
champion of higher education in my 
district. 

For the last 12 years, Dr. Carol Moon-
ey has honorably served as president of 
Saint Mary’s College in Notre Dame, 
Indiana. She is beloved by her peers 
and praised for strengthening Saint 
Mary’s fiscal and academic standings. 
Her work has directly impacted the 
lives of students on campus, providing 
them with the highest quality edu-
cation possible. 

As its first lay alumna president, 
Mooney spearheaded Saint Mary’s 
most successful fund-raising campaign, 
raising over $105 million in gifts and 
pledges. She also oversaw the expan-
sion of numerous undergraduate and 
graduate programs. Clearly, her dedi-
cation to and passion for education has 
been felt far and wide. 

On behalf of the people of Indiana’s 
Second Congressional District, I thank 
President Mooney for her commitment 
to improving the state of our commu-
nity and society at large and wish her 
all the best as she enters retirement 
later this year. 

b 1215 

RECOGNIZING THE WORLD WAR II 
GHOST ARMY 

(Ms. KUSTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to honor a group of men who 
played a crucial and unique role in the 
Allied victory in World War II. 

The Army’s 23rd Headquarters Spe-
cial Troops, also known as the Ghost 
Army, used tactical deception to divert 
enemy troops. Recruited from art 
schools and ad agencies, these men cre-
ated false radio transmissions, along 
with decoy tanks, planes, and other ve-
hicles, to deceive German soldiers 
while concealing the true movement of 
our Allied troops. 

The unit’s members included cele-
brated artists like Bill Blass and Ells-
worth Kelly, and men like the late 
Mickey McKane, who lived in my dis-
trict. Mickey was recruited from the 
Pratt Institute and put his expertise in 
architectural design to good use on the 
battlefields of Europe. 

The Ghost Army’s activities were 
classified until 1996, which meant that 
for years their heroics went largely un-
recognized. Last year, my colleague 
PETER KING and I introduced legisla-
tion to collectively award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to the unit. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation and give the Ghost Army 
the recognition it deserves. I hope you 
will join me tomorrow night on the 
Hill, where I will be hosting a screen-
ing of an acclaimed 2013 PBS documen-
tary, The Ghost Army. 

As the proud daughter and daughter- 
in-law of World War II veterans, I am 
honored to advocate for those who sac-
rificed so much for our victory. I urge 
my colleagues to join me in these ef-
forts. 

f 

LACONIA PD 

(Mr. GUINTA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
recognition of the Laconia, New Hamp-
shire, Police Department helping com-
bat our State’s growing heroin epi-
demic. 

Even in picturesque communities 
like Laconia, New Hampshire’s Lakes 
Region, heroin abuse is afflicting ev-
eryone from kids to adults. Laconia is 
taking a new approach to the problem, 
however. 

In addition to locking up drug deal-
ers, the Laconia Police Department 
named former undercover officer Eric 
Adams as a prevention and treatment 
coordinator. In his new job, Officer 
Adams builds relationships with heroin 
users, often at their most vulnerable 
moments, convincing them to seek 
treatment. 

Sometimes his cell phone rings in the 
middle of the night. A desperate caller 

pleads with Eric for help. He arrives 
with compassion and information. Just 
last year, he helped 78 Granite Staters 
seek treatment. 

In Congress, members of the Bipar-
tisan Task Force to Combat the Heroin 
Epidemic are working to direct more 
resources to innovative programs like 
Laconia’s. The Laconia Police Depart-
ment is providing a model for others 
and saving lives. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, last 
weekend, six people were murdered by 
a gunman on the streets of Kalamazoo, 
Michigan. So far this year, we have had 
more than 1,800 people die at the hands 
of a gun and more than 30 mass shoot-
ings. Congress has done nothing in the 
face of this continued bloodshed. 

What will it take for us to act? 
Today I will introduce the Hate 

Crimes Prevention Act, a bill that 
closes the hate crimes loophole and 
will prevent those convicted of hate 
crimes from possessing or purchasing a 
gun. 

I have proposed the assault weapons 
ban, a bill to end the purchase of fire-
arms by dangerous individuals, to close 
the fire sale loophole. My colleagues 
have introduced many other bills to fix 
our broken background check system. 

It is important that we take up this 
legislation and vote on these bills to 
let our constituents know where we 
stand in this fight to reduce gun vio-
lence in our country. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF RAY 
WEST 

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to honor the life of my constituent 
Ray West, who passed away last week 
at the age of 89. 

Ray was a U.S. Navy veteran who 
served during World War II. He went on 
to have a successful career in the film 
industry, earning an Academy Award 
and a Grammy for his work as a sound 
engineer. 

Ray and his wife, Jean, were married 
in 1950. The two honeymooned in Yo-
semite National Park and celebrated 
each anniversary by returning there. 

Ray became ill and the Dream Foun-
dation stepped in. The Dream Founda-
tion is a wish-granting organization for 
terminally ill adults that is based in 
Santa Barbara, California. They en-
sured that Ray and Jean would be able 
to visit Yosemite for their 65th wed-
ding anniversary. 

Last September I had the privilege of 
meeting Ray and his son David when 
they traveled to Washington, D.C., for 
the launch of the Dream Foundation’s 
Dreams for Veterans Program. I was 
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