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the late 1970’s. When she ran for a full four-
year term in 1978, she became the first
woman of Latin American descent elected to
public office in San Francisco and subse-
quently served two more terms as School
Board President.

More recently, in 2010 Mayor Gavin
Newsom appointed her to the San Francisco
Redevelopment Commission in order to help
plan and supervise the construction of afford-
able housing.

Rosario served on more boards and com-
mittees and received more commendations
and honors than can be named for her work
in San Francisco and the State of California,
as well as receiving international recognition
from the governments of Mexico and Ven-
ezuela.

Rosario Anaya’s leadership improving the
lives of immigrants and at-risk populations
within the San Francisco community has in-
spired generations of activists. She epitomized
dignity and grace, and she leaves a shining
legacy of fighting injustice.

| extend my deepest sympathy and condo-
lences to Rosario’s family and friends during
this sad time. | hope it is a comfort to them to
know that Rosario’s legacy will live on through
the countless lives she touched and the nu-
merous coalitions and programs she helmed
in her efforts to create a more just and equi-
table world.
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Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Speaker, |
am pleased today to recognize the remarkable
accomplishments being made at the VA West
Los Angeles Medical Center by the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs and Secretary Robert
A. McDonald.

| will not be able to join Secretary McDonald
in Los Angeles today as Congress is in ses-
sion, but it is my pleasure to acknowledge the
attention given and progress made at the
West LA VA this year by the Department of
Veterans Affairs.

The West LA VA is the largest VA Medical
Center in the nation and it had faced unfortu-
nate challenges for many years. In January
2015, Secretary McDonald quickly settled a
lawsuit that had been holding back progress
for Veterans in Los Angeles. Since that time,
all of the parties involved have been following
a Principles Document that has been driving a
Strategic Homeless Initiative and the develop-
ment of a Master Plan.

In addition to being the largest VA Medical
Center, Los Angeles has the largest popu-
lation of homeless Veterans in the United
States. We cannot solve homelessness na-
tion-wide without addressing it in LA. Sec-
retary McDonald engaged me early this year
and we have partnered on many initiatives to
address the crisis in homelessness. He has
demonstrated a serious commitment to ad-
dressing homelessness among Veterans in
Los Angeles and to developing a roadmap to
ensure the sprawling West LA VA campus is
focused on uses and services to directly ben-
efit our nation’s Veterans.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

In fact, since March 2015 almost 1,400 area
Veterans have been placed into permanent
supportive housing. The VA expanded capac-
ity to care for homeless Veterans by providing
$30 million in additional Supportive Services
for Veteran Families (SSVF) grants. Additional
HUD-VASH vouchers have been awarded to
our region, new beds have been added, and
VA has hired more than 100 new employees
prioritizing outreach and case management.

The VA has also actively forged relation-
ships with every level of government, along
with public and private partners to leverage re-
sources in a truly unprecedented way.

We have a rare opportunity at this moment
to solve homelessness among Veterans if we
work together to make it happen. At the same
time, we must also transform the West LA VA
into a campus that serves our nation’s Vet-
erans with the dignity and integrity they so de-
serve. | am confident with our support and
partnerships, Secretary McDonald will achieve
this.

| ask my colleagues to join me in expressing
gratitude to VA Secretary McDonald for dedi-
cating an enormous amount of time and re-
sources to restoring the trust of our Veterans
at West Los Angeles and for delivering critical
housing, programs, and services.

———
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Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the Taiwan National Day, known
as Double Tenth National Day and celebrated
every year on October 10th.

Taiwan is a critical country in the Asia-Pa-
cific region, and the people of Taiwan and the
current President Ma Ying-jeou have been in-
strumental in improving relations between
neighboring countries. President Ma has been
a leader in finding peaceful solutions to the
challenges they face, including building a
cross-strait relationship between Taipei and
Beijing as well as promoting the East China
Sea Peace Initiative and the South China Sea
Peace Initiative, both of which call upon the
countries making claims in contested waters to
share the natural resources in those waters.

Taiwan’s role in trade has also grown sig-
nificantly over the past 20 years. Taiwan now
ranks as the 10th largest trade partner of the
United States. The economic expansion in
Taiwan has raised the country to become the
10th ranked country in trade volume among
the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation econo-
mies and a leading supplier of intermediary
goods in the region.

There is no doubt that Taiwan is leading by
example in the Asia-Pacific region, and | am
grateful that the United States and Taiwan re-
main close allies. | wish the people of Taiwan
all the best as they prepare to celebrate Dou-
ble Tenth National Day.
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Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, today | am proud
to join my colleagues Senator TIM SCOTT and
Senator CORY BOOKER in introducing the
“Safer Officers and Safer Citizens Act of
2015.” This legislation will provide federal
grant funding to outfit law enforcement officers
with body cameras.

Police departments that use body cameras
consistently have lower rates of complaints,
show a reduced use of force, and have been
shown to be a win-win for officers. A report
conducted by the City of San Diego showed a
40% reduction in complaints filed by individ-
uals, a 46% reduction in the use of force, and
a 30% reduction in the use of pepper spray.
A second study in Rialto, California showed a
60% reduction in force. These cameras make
our streets safer for law enforcement and indi-
viduals.

Further, 785 federal, state, and local law en-
forcement agencies participated in a study of
the effectiveness of body-worn cameras, and
85% agreed that these cameras reduce false
complaints.

The bill I am introducing today with Con-
gressman BILL FOSTER and Congresswoman
ELIZABETH ESTY, which is the companion to
the Senate bill recently introduced by Senators
CORY BOOKER and TIM ScoTT, will provide
these law enforcement agencies additional re-
sources to equip their officers.

At a time of tension and eroding trust be-
tween law enforcement and the public in many
communities, body cameras help hold police
officers accountable and encourage them to
act appropriately as they protect and serve.
This legislation enables departments to pur-
chase body cameras without cutting or divert-
ing funds from other important programs in-
cluding community outreach efforts.

The “Safer Officers and Safer Citizens Act
of 2015,” will provide $100 million annually to
state, local, and tribal law enforcement depart-
ments through a grant program to outfit their
officers with body cameras. | call on my col-
leagues in Congress to join me in this effort,
and pass this bill.

——————
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Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Dr. Jeff Reutter, pioneering and
indefatigable Director of the Ohio Sea Grant
College Program, Stone Laboratory, Center for
Lake Erie Area Research, and Great Lakes
Aquatic Ecosystem Research Consortium, on
the announcement of his retirement.

Dr. Reutter's name has become synony-
mous with Lake Erie. He has spent his career
fighting to develop the foundational data sets
to support Lake Erie’s recovery. During that
time, Dr. Reutter has distinguished himself as
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