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and Meredith, a terrific son-in-law, Sean, and
two grandsons, Brady and Mason.

I am honored to recognize Pastor Bill
Barnes for his leadership and service to his
community.

———

URGING IRAN TO RELEASE ALL
DETAINED UNITED STATES CITI-
ZENS AND PROVIDE ANY INFOR-
MATION REGARDING  UNITED
STATES CITIZENS THAT HAVE
DISAPPEARED WITHIN ITS BOR-
DERS

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 15, 2015

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, as a co-
sponsor of H. Res. 233, | rise to encourage
my colleagues to join me in supporting this
resolution urging Iran to release all American
citizens currently being illegally held in that
country. This resolution also urges the imme-
diate release of information about any other
American citizens who have disappeared with-
in Iran’s borders. Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani has stated publically that his govern-
ment wishes to engage in a constructive inter-
action with the world. This resolution chal-
lenges President Rouhani to back up his
words with action. If the Iranian people want to
earn the trust of the American people, they
must honor their commitments and keep their
word. Americans Amir Hekmati, Saeed
Abedini, Jason Rezaian and Robert Levinson
have been unjustly held against their will in
Iran for years. This resolution urges Iran to do
the right thing and release them so that they
can come home and rejoin their families.

———

HONORING SONS AND DAUGHTERS
IN TOUCH

HON. JANICE HAHN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 16, 2015

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Sons and Daughters in Touch (SDIT)
on its 25th anniversary. The sons and daugh-
ters of servicemen and women who have died
or gone missing in action while serving in the
United States military are known as Gold Star
children. Nearly 40 years after the end of the
Vietnam War, many of their fathers and moth-
ers are still unaccounted.

SDIT was founded by Tony Cordero, whose
father died during the Vietnam War. Tony
wanted to find others like him who had lost a
parent in battle, and since its founding, SDIT
has been dedicated to locating, uniting, and
providing support to Gold Star children as well
as other family members whose relatives have
died or remain missing as a result of the Viet-
nam War. Prior to the founding of Sons and
Daughters in Touch, in 1990, there was no or-
ganization to support those who lost their par-
ents during the war. This organization cur-
rently represents an estimated 20,000 sons
and daughters in the United States.

SDIT will be celebrating its 25th anniversary
on Father's Day, Sunday June 21, at the Viet-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

nam Veterans Memorial in Washington, DC.
The United States of America Vietnam War
Commemoration will recognize Gold Star sons
and daughters and their families who lost their
loved ones during the war for their service and
sacrifice. Representatives from all Gold Star
families, including those from Korea, WWII
and recent conflicts, will participate in the
event.

As a nation, we must pay tribute to the gen-
erations of children whose parents suffered
the ultimate sacrifice defending our nation. |
ask my colleagues to stand here with me in
upholding our shared responsibility to comfort
and care for the loved ones and communities
these servicemen and women left behind. |
ask that my colleagues join me in honoring
our nation’s sons and daughters and the many
contributions their parents have made for our
country by supporting this resolution.

———

TRIBUTE TO CHERYL JOHNSON

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 16, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and recognize Cheryl
Johnson of Bedford, lowa, on her retirement
from the Bedford School. Ms. Johnson has
been a dedicated public servant helping to
educate the future of lowa—its students.

Ms. Johnson has worked at the Bedford
School for 15 years, spending three of those
years in the elementary school and 12 with
the Secondary School. During her tenure at
Bedford she has worked diligently to support
her community. She performed many different
roles and enjoyed being able to watch her four
older grandchildren graduate from Bedford.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent
dedicated public servants like Cheryl Johnson
from the great state of lowa in the United
States Congress. | invite my colleagues in the
House to join me in congratulating her on
reaching this important milestone, and wishing
her continued success for years to come.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MIKE BOST

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 16, 2015

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 364
and 365. | was unavoidably detained. Had |

been present, | would have voted yea on roll
call 364 and yea on roll call 365.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ROBERT J. DOLD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 16, 2015

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, on roll call nos.
364 and 365 | was unavoidably detained due
to weather and flight delays. Had | been
present, | would have voted aye and aye.

June 16, 2015

HONORING THE SERVICE OF MR.
COLEMAN HATTON

HON. ANDY BARR

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 16, 2015

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize an outstanding individual, Mr. Coleman
Hatton, of Clark County, Kentucky, for his dis-
tinguished military service during World War II.
Mr. Hatton, a part of the greatest generation,
served our nation in the United States Army.

Mr. Hatton left the comforts of home and
family on December 26th, 1942 when he was
twenty years old. He served as a Tech-4 in
Company D, 23rd Battalion for twenty nine
months. His service was in Central Europe,
primarily in France, England, and Germany.

Mr. Hatton served as a light tank crewman
and was a driver. The light tank crew’s job
was to find the enemy and then draw fire for
the big tanks. Mr. Hatton drove the lead tank
directly behind the unit commander. He and
his fellow crewmen took turns sleeping in the
tanks while on guard duty. They went without
hot meals for days at a time, ate C-rations,
and sometimes visited nearby farms for eggs
when they felt safe from enemy fire. Like
many of his fellow soldiers, Hatton witnessed
the horrors of war. He saw tanks get hit result-
ing in fires that killed all inside. He recovered
bodies of dead American soldiers and some of
these bodies had been desecrated by wild ani-
mals. He saw a Colonel's head get blown off.
Hatton served our country admirably and
bravely.

Mr. Hatton survived his service and returned
home February 14, 1946. He and his late wife
were married for sixty six years. He has six
children, fourteen grandchildren, twenty great
grandchildren, and three great great grand-
children.

The bravery of Mr. Hatton and his fellow
men and women of the United States Army is
heroic. Because of the courage of individuals
from Clark County and from all across our
great nation, our freedoms have been saved
for our generation and for future generations.
He is truly an outstanding American, a patriot,
and a hero to us all.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE STATE
CHAMPIONS IN BOYS’' SOCCER
FROM IOWA’S FIRST DISTRICT

HON. ROD BLUM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 16, 2015

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate the lowa state championship boys’
soccer teams from my district. The champions
from each of lowa’s three soccer classes
claimed their titles over the weekend on
“Championship Saturday” at James W.
Cownie Soccer Park in Des Moines, lowa, and
all of these schools are located in my district.

The Dyersville Beckman Blazers capped an
undefeated 18-0 season with a 1-0 victory
over Gilbert High School in the class 1A final.
Senior Billy Hoffman scored the game winning
goal in double overtime to secure the school’s
first boys’ soccer state title in Beckman’s his-
tory.
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