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BOKO HARAM 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, 
I join my colleagues today in honoring, 
recognizing, and respecting those who 
traveled through the devastation and 
horror of the Holocaust. To those who 
lost their lives, I prayerfully mourn 
them. For those who survived, I cham-
pion them and thank them and make a 
commitment as we have done as broth-
ers and sisters, Republicans and Demo-
crats, and as Americans: Never again. 

I rise as well to speak of the heinous-
ness of the acts of Boko Haram and the 
killing and murderous acts against in-
nocent children in Nigeria. We must 
stand together and act against this cri-
sis. We must recognize that this blood-
shed will not stop. 

I am grateful that Secretary Kerry is 
in Nigeria and collaborating on what 
the next steps are. I want to thank the 
United States military, which has pro-
vided insight and cooperation. 

But, Madam Speaker, there needs to 
be more. We need to have a waiver of 
some of the provisions dealing with 
utilization and collaboration in the Ni-
gerian military. We must ask them to 
do what is right. We cannot sit by 
while the bloodletting Boko Haram 
continues to kill women and children 
across Nigeria. Enough—it must stop 
now. 

f 

DECLARING WAR ON IMMIGRANTS 

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TITUS. Madam Speaker, last 
week, House Republicans voted to 
eliminate DAPA, a program that would 
protect nearly 40 percent of undocu-
mented immigrants, promote family 
unity, and boost our economy. They 
also voted to end DACA, which has 
helped some 630,000 DREAMers, includ-
ing 10,000 in Nevada, come out of the 
shadows and pursue the American 
Dream. 

This Republican attack is not only 
being waged at the Federal level. Yes-
terday, Nevada’s Republican attorney 
general joined more than two dozen 
other States in a lawsuit challenging 
President Obama’s executive action on 
immigration, although every President 
since Eisenhower has used similar ex-
ecutive authority to protect immi-
grants in our country. 

So what then is the real reason for 
this declaring war on immigrants? 
Could it be that they want to keep a 
desperate underclass to fill those low- 
wage, no-benefit jobs? Or do some fear 
that these folks might become citizens 
and vote them out of office? Regardless 
of the reason, these modern day know- 
nothings should be ashamed of them-
selves. 

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF GLOBAL 
SAI MOVEMENT 

(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, 
this year marks the 25th anniversary of 
the Global Sai Movement, which cele-
brates the teachings and ideals of 
Shirdi Sai Baba, the most respected of 
the 19th century Indian perfect masters 
and renowned for his teachings of re-
spect, compassion, and acceptance. He 
transcended religious barriers, earning 
accolades from Hindus, Christians, and 
Muslims. 

Dr. Chandra Bhanu Satpathy de-
serves great credit for his earnest and 
humble leadership of the Global Sai 
Movement. Since 1989, Dr. Satpathy 
has proven himself to be an exemplary 
leader, working to improve the welfare 
of others in the spirit of Sai Baba’s 
teachings. 

He has established nearly 350 cultural 
and community centers around the 
world and has sponsored international 
cultural and spiritual festivals. 

At a time when many parts of the 
world are in turmoil, much of it due to 
sectarian divisions, Dr. Satpathy and 
the Global Sai Movement offer a bridge 
of goodwill and vision for a peaceful fu-
ture. 

f 

REMEMBERING LEON COUNTY 
SHERIFF LARRY CAMPBELL 

(Ms. GRAHAM asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GRAHAM. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to remember and honor 
Leon County Sheriff Larry Campbell, 
who after 50 years of public service lost 
a long-fought battle with cancer on De-
cember 24, 2014. 

Sheriff Campbell first joined the 
Sheriff’s Office during his senior year 
at Florida State University after serv-
ing in the Marine Corps. He was elected 
sheriff in 1996, a position of trust he 
would hold until his passing. 

Sheriff Campbell was respected by 
law enforcement across our State for 
his leadership. He was also well known 
for being an avid supporter of chari-
table causes, including the United Way 
and American Heart Association. 

Sheriff Campbell is survived by his 
wife, Michelle; his son, Jack; and two 
daughters, Jeannette and Stephanie. 

Our community will remember Sher-
iff Campbell as a dedicated public serv-
ant. We owe him and his family a great 
debt of gratitude. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule 
XX, the Speaker will postpone further 
proceedings today on motions to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote 
or the yeas and nays are ordered, or on 

which the vote incurs objection under 
clause 6 of rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

f 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING PREVEN-
TION, INTERVENTION, AND RE-
COVERY ACT OF 2015 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Madam 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 350) to direct the 
Interagency Task Force to Monitor and 
Combat Trafficking to identify strate-
gies to prevent children from becoming 
victims of trafficking and review traf-
ficking prevention efforts, to protect 
and assist in the recovery of victims of 
trafficking, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 350 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Human Traf-
ficking Prevention, Intervention, and Recov-
ery Act of 2015’’. 
SEC. 2. INTERAGENCY TASK FORCE REPORT ON 

CHILD TRAFFICKING PRIMARY PRE-
VENTION. 

(a) REVIEW.—The Interagency Task Force 
to Monitor and Combat Trafficking, estab-
lished under section 105 of the Trafficking 
Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 
7103), shall conduct a review that, with re-
gard to trafficking in persons in the United 
States— 

(1) in consultation with nongovernmental 
organizations that the Task Force deter-
mines appropriate, surveys and catalogues 
the activities of the Federal Government and 
State governments to deter individuals from 
committing trafficking offenses and to pre-
vent children from becoming victims of traf-
ficking; 

(2) surveys academic literature on deter-
ring individuals from committing trafficking 
offenses, preventing children from becoming 
victims of trafficking, the commercial sex-
ual exploitation of children, and other simi-
lar topics that the Task Force determines 
appropriate; 

(3) identifies best practices and effective 
strategies to deter individuals from commit-
ting trafficking offenses and to prevent chil-
dren from becoming victims of trafficking; 
and 

(4) identifies current gaps in research and 
data that would be helpful in formulating ef-
fective strategies to deter individuals from 
committing trafficking offenses and to pre-
vent children from becoming victims of traf-
ficking. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than one year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Interagency Task Force to Monitor and 
Combat Trafficking shall provide to Con-
gress, and make publicly available in elec-
tronic format, a report on the review con-
ducted pursuant to subparagraph (a). 
SEC. 3. GAO REPORT ON INTERVENTION. 

On the date that is one year after the date 
of the enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall 
submit to Congress a report, which shall in-
clude— 

(1) information on the efforts of Federal 
and select State law enforcement agencies to 
combat human trafficking in the United 
States; and 

(2) information on each Federal grant pro-
gram, a purpose of which is to combat 
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human trafficking or assist victims of traf-
ficking, as specified in an authorizing stat-
ute or in a guidance document issued by the 
agency carrying out the grant program. 
SEC. 4. PROVISION OF HOUSING PERMITTED TO 

PROTECT AND ASSIST IN THE RE-
COVERY OF VICTIMS OF TRAF-
FICKING. 

Section 107(b)(2)(A) of the Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 
7105(b)(2)(A)) is amended by inserting before 
the period at the end the following: ‘‘, in-
cluding programs that provide housing to 
victims of trafficking’’. 
SEC. 5. VICTIM OF TRAFFICKING DEFINED. 

In this Act, the term ‘‘victim of traf-
ficking’’ has the meaning given such term in 
section 103 of the Trafficking Victims Pro-
tection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7102). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER) and 
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. 
JACKSON LEE) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Speaker recognizes the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Madam 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days in which to revise and extend 
their remarks and to include extra-
neous material on H.R. 350, currently 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Madam 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in favor 
of H.R. 350, the Human Trafficking Pre-
vention, Intervention, and Recovery 
Act of 2015 introduced by Representa-
tive KRISTI NOEM of South Dakota. 

As we have heard on the floor repeat-
edly this week, human trafficking gen-
erally and child sex trafficking specifi-
cally is a horrible crime that sadly ex-
ists in all corners of our country. Stud-
ies suggest that over 290,000 youth are 
at risk of human trafficking in the 
United States, with children as young 
as 12 years old becoming victims of 
commercial sexual abuse. While Fed-
eral, State, and local law enforcement 
have made great strides to combat and 
eradicate human trafficking, there re-
mains work to be done on this front. 

As in all things, to effectively com-
bat human trafficking, we must first 
fully understand the problem. H.R. 350 
requires the existing Interagency Task 
Force to Monitor and Combat Traf-
ficking to survey and catalogue the 
methods being employed by our Fed-
eral and State governments to deter in-
dividuals from committing trafficking 
offenses and to report on best practices 
that can improve the response. The bill 
also directs the Government Account-
ability Office to report on Federal and 
State efforts to fight trafficking, in-
cluding the grant programs aimed at 
assisting victims and fighting this 
crime. 

Finally, in order to help young vic-
tims move on from their trauma, H.R. 

350 clarifies that existing Federal traf-
ficking grants may be used for pro-
grams that provide housing for victims 
of sex trafficking. Currently, 29 States 
do not have shelter beds dedicated to 
the victims of sex trafficking. This pro-
vision would help address that trav-
esty. 

Similar legislation was passed in the 
House last Congress but was not en-
acted into law. 

I urge my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle here and on the other side of 
the Capitol to pass this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, DC, January 26, 2015. 
Hon. BOB GOODLATTE, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, Ray-

burn House Office Building, Washington, 
DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for con-
sulting with the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs regarding H.R. 350, the Human Traf-
ficking Prevention, Intervention, and Recov-
ery Act of 2015. As a result of those consulta-
tions, I agree that the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee may be discharged from further con-
sideration of that bill, so that it may pro-
ceed expeditiously to the House floor. 

I am writing to confirm our mutual under-
standing that, by forgoing consideration of 
H.R. 350, the Foreign Affairs Committee does 
not waive jurisdiction over the subject mat-
ter contained in this, or any other, legisla-
tion. Our Committee also reserves the right 
to seek an appropriate number of conferees 
to any House-Senate conference involving 
this bill, and would appreciate your support 
for any such request. 

I ask that a copy of our exchange of letters 
on this matter be included in the Congres-
sional Record during floor consideration of 
H.R. 350. 

Sincerely, 
EDWARD R. ROYCE, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, DC, January 26, 2015. 

Hon. ED ROYCE, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs, Ray-

burn House Office Building, Washington, 
DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROYCE, Thank you for 
your letter regarding H.R. 350, the ‘‘Human 
Trafficking Prevention, Intervention, and 
Recovery Act of 2015.’’ As you noted, the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs was granted 
an additional referral of the bill. 

I am most appreciative of your decision to 
discharge the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
from further consideration of H.R. 350 so 
that it could proceed expeditiously to the 
House floor. I acknowledge that although 
you waived formal consideration of the bill, 
the Committee on the Foreign Affairs is in 
no way waiving its jurisdiction over the sub-
ject matter contained in those provisions of 
the bill that fall within your rule X jurisdic-
tion. I would support your effort to seek ap-
pointment of an appropriate number of con-
ferees on any House-Senate conference in-
volving this legislation. 

I will include a copy of our letters in the 
Congressional Record during consideration 
of H.R. 350. 

Sincerely, 
BOB GOODLATTE, 

Chairman. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise in support of H.R. 350, the 
Human Trafficking Prevention, Inter-
vention, and Recovery Act of 2015. 

According to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, sex trafficking is the 
fastest growing business of organized 
crime and the third-largest criminal 
enterprise in the world. The scourge of 
our society is estimated to be a $9 bil-
lion industry in the United States and 
as much as a $30 billion industry world-
wide. 

All of the criminals and all of those 
who wish to do wrong realize that it is 
a bigger and better business than drugs 
because, tragically and unfortunately 
and with great sadness, they use their 
product over and over again. They use 
these innocent persons, many women, 
many children, many boys, over and 
over again. 

Because this criminal activity rarely 
occurs in public view, it is difficult to 
say exactly how many children are 
being victimized. What we do know, 
however, is that the problem is exten-
sive. All you have to do is walk along 
any of the streets of major cities and 
find homeless teenagers, or even 
younger than that, and you will find 
out that in some way they have been 
tainted and touched and brutalized by 
sex trafficking. 

Madam Speaker, an estimated 290,000 
American children are at risk of be-
coming victims of sex trafficking. The 
National Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children estimates that one of 
every seven endangered runaways who 
reported to the center are likely vic-
tims of minor sex trafficking. 

I am told that the average age of mi-
nors entering the sex trade is between 
12 and 14 years old. Vulnerable youth 
are primary targets. They are more 
easily lured into prostitution and other 
forms of child exploitation, while run-
aways and children in foster care are 
especially vulnerable. Child victims of 
sex trafficking can and do come from a 
type of home or socioeconomic back-
ground that makes them particularly, 
if you will, in the line of fire. 

The bottom line, however, Madam 
Speaker, is that all of these children 
are deserving of rescue, recovery, pro-
tection, and shelter. One of the advoca-
cies that I had in my own hometown 
was to provide for children in foster 
care that had aged out, because those 
are likely victims, unbeknownst to 
themselves, and they are worthy of 
saving. 

The bill before us, H.R. 350, the 
Human Trafficking Prevention, Inter-
vention, and Recovery Act of 2015, is an 
important step toward pursuing traf-
fickers and those who solicit the serv-
ices of trafficked individuals. It man-
dates a review of Federal and State 
prevention activities by the Inter-
agency Task Force to Monitor and 
Combat Trafficking, and this review is 
to be done in consultation with non-
governmental organizations. That is a 
great partnership. 

The purpose of this review is to iden-
tify best practices in the prevention of 
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trafficking. This study, along with the 
mandated GAO, will provide much- 
needed intelligence to be shared among 
those Federal, State, and local agen-
cies dedicated to combating sex traf-
ficking. 

And might I add, Madam Speaker, 
that what is also needed is a commit-
ment, an investment of resources, to 
not just have the studies but to make 
sure that we match the importance of 
this legislation with resources. 

Witnesses testified at a Homeland 
Security Committee field hearing in 
Houston in March of last year, which I 
convened and brought Members of Con-
gress to Houston for, which has a par-
ticularly serious problem. 

First, one of the biggest limitations 
on the ability of area law enforcement 
agencies to successfully combat human 
trafficking in and around Houston is a 
lack of data sharing. Another witness 
said we—local enforcement—need the 
Feds to build a Houston trafficking re-
gional database accessible only to vice 
and human trafficking personnel to 
store, share, and search data on all as-
pects of Houston-area human traf-
ficking investigations. 

b 1245 

Madam Speaker, the need for the in-
formation that will be collected by the 
GAO study and the Interagency Task 
Force to monitor and combat traf-
ficking is not only needed, it is long 
overdue. 

This bill also addresses a major con-
cern that anti-trafficking advocates 
have shared with me—the lack of hous-
ing or shelter for survivors. Trafficked 
kids need a way out, someplace to es-
cape. Without such refuge, these chil-
dren will return to their traffickers, 
and their traffickers will be waiting for 
them. This bill provides funding for 
local shelters so they get the support 
they need to house survivors and to get 
these young people started on the path 
to recovery. 

Today, we are considering several 
bills that address domestic minor sex 
trafficking, and it is right that we do 
all we can to protect our children. 
Most statistics indicate that the aver-
age age of a female when she is first 
victimized in human trafficking is a 
very young year of age. With this fact 
alone, we can understand why the ma-
jority of Federal investigations and 
prosecutions of trafficking involve mi-
nors. One of the statements we made 
on the floor today with all of these 
bills is that the minors are victims— 
they are not the criminals—and they 
need to be saved. That is what we are 
committing to. 

I will share with you the testimony 
of another witness at last year’s field 
hearing. The witness said: 

Many of the females my officers are en-
countering on the streets, in the massage 
parlors, at the strip clubs, and on the Inter-
net sites are typically 18 to 21. We know 
from experience that, while these young 
women may be adults now, they have, with 
all likelihood, been under the control of a 
pimp trafficker for many years. 

Madam Speaker, I met those women. 
Yes, they have been under the horrible 
domination of these traffickers for 
many years, and some were sold by 
their parents. We need to take defini-
tive steps to ensure that this group of 
victims does not fall through the 
cracks because we are focusing on the 
minors. We do this by ensuring that 
the laws we pass and the supportive as-
sistance we establish are also available 
to these older young women. 

In closing, Madam Speaker, I encour-
age my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 350, the Human Traf-
ficking Prevention, Intervention, and 
Recovery Act. I compliment the spon-
sors and cosponsors, and I encourage 
them to remember that there are still 
those other victims of human traf-
ficking who are equally deserving of 
our consideration and protection. 
While we will accomplish much in com-
bating human trafficking by our ac-
tions today, let us commit ourselves to 
doing more. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
350, the ‘‘Human Trafficking Prevention, Inter-
vention and Recovery Act of 2015.’’ 

According to the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation, sex trafficking is the fastest growing 
business of organized crime, and the third 
largest criminal enterprise in the world. This 
scourge of our society is estimated to be a 
$9.8 billion industry in the United States and 
as much as a $30 billion industry worldwide. 
Because this criminal activity rarely occurs in 
public view, it is difficult to say exactly how 
many children are being victimized. What we 
do know, however, is that the problem is ex-
tensive. 

Madam Speaker, an estimated 290,000 
American children are at risk of becoming vic-
tims of sex trafficking, and the National Center 
for Missing and Exploited Children estimates 
that one of every seven endangered runaways 
reported to the Center are likely victims of 
minor sex trafficking. I am told that the aver-
age age of minors entering the sex trade is 
between 12 and 14 years. Vulnerable youth 
are primary targets. They are more easily 
lured into prostitution and other forms of child 
exploitation, and while runaways and children 
in foster care are especially vulnerable, child 
victims of sex trafficking can and do come 
from any type of home or socioeconomic 
background. 

The bottom line, however, Madam Speaker, 
is that all of these children are deserving of 
rescue, recovery, protection and shelter. The 
bill before us, H.R. 350, the Human Traf-
ficking, Prevention, Intervention, and Recovery 
Act of 2015, is an important step toward pur-
suing traffickers and those who solicit the 
services of trafficked individuals. It mandates a 
review of federal and state prevention activi-
ties by the Interagency Task Force to Monitor 
and Combat Trafficking, and this review is to 
be done in consultation with nongovernmental 
organizations. The purpose of this review is to 
identify best practices in the prevention of traf-
ficking. This study, along with the mandated 
GAO will provide much-needed intelligence to 
be shared among those federal, state and 
local agencies dedicated to combatting sex 
trafficking. 

Witnesses at a Homeland Security Com-
mittee field hearing held in Houston in March 
of last year testified, 

First, one of the biggest limitations on the 
ability of area law enforcement agencies to 
successfully combat Human Trafficking in 
and around Houston is our lack of data shar-
ing. 

Another witness stated, 
We (local law enforcement) need the feds 

to build a Houston Trafficking Regional 
Database, accessible only to Vice/Human 
Trafficking personnel to store, share, and 
search data on all aspects of Houston area 
Human Trafficking investigations. 

Madam Speaker, the need for the informa-
tion that will be collected by the GAO study 
and the Interagency Task Force to Monitor 
and Combat Trafficking is not only needed. It 
is long overdue! 

This bill also addresses a major concern 
that anti-trafficking advocates have shared 
with me—the lack of housing or shelter for 
survivors. Trafficked kids need a way out, 
some place to escape to. Without such a ref-
uge, these children will return to their traf-
fickers. This bill provides the funding for local 
shelters to get the support they need to house 
survivors and get these young people started 
on the path to recovery. 

Madam Speaker, today we are considering 
several bills that address domestic minor sex 
trafficking, and it is right that we do all we can 
to protect our children. Most statistics indicate 
that the average age of a female when she is 
first victimized into Human Trafficking is years 
old. For this fact alone, we can understand 
why the majority of federal investigations and 
prosecutions of human trafficking involve mi-
nors. 

I must share with you, however, the testi-
mony of another witness at last year’s field 
Houston field hearing. That witness said, 

. . . (many of the females that my officers 
are encountering on the streets, in the mas-
sage parlors and strip clubs, and on the 
internet sites are typically age 18–21. We 
know from experience that while these 
young women may be adults now, they have, 
in all likelihood been under the control of a 
pimp/trafficker for many years. We need to 
take definitive steps to ensure that this 
group of ‘victims’ does not fall through the 
cracks because we are focusing on the mi-
nors by ensuring that the laws we pass and 
the support/assistance we establish is also 
available to these young women. 

In closing, Madam Speaker I encourage my 
colleagues to join me in supporting H.R. 350, 
the Human Trafficking, Prevention, Interven-
tion and Recovery Act of 2015, and I encour-
age them to remember that there are still 
those other victims of human trafficking who 
are equally deserving of our consideration and 
protection. While we will accomplish much in 
combating human trafficking by our actions 
today, there is still much more to be done. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Madam 

Speaker, I yield such time as she may 
consume to the gentlewoman from 
South Dakota (Mrs. NOEM), the author 
of this bill. 

Mrs. NOEM. Madam Speaker, for 
many years, my perspective of human 
trafficking was based off of a scene I 
had seen in a movie. It was a scene in 
which a father came to a playground, 
took the hand of his 6-year-old daugh-
ter, took her off to have sex with some-
one, and then brought her back to play. 
That was a scene from a country far, 
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far away, but it changed me forever. 
Oftentimes, when I have thought about 
human trafficking or sex trafficking 
over those years, I have thought about 
its being far, far away from home. 
Then I began to learn about what a 
problem we have here in the United 
States. 

It is not just happening in other 
countries. It happens here. It happens 
in States like New York, Florida, and 
California, but it also happens in South 
Dakota, and that is devastating for me 
for many reasons. I have two daugh-
ters, and I know that the average age 
that a young girl is trafficked is be-
tween the ages of 12 and 14. I have a son 
who is 12, and the average age of boys 
who are trafficked is between the ages 
of 11 and 13. I cannot imagine my chil-
dren having to go through what some 
of these victims have had to go 
through. 

I also spent my life involved in many 
different youth organizations. I have 
been a children’s minister for many 
years. I still teach Sunday school. I 
have also been involved with 4–H. I 
have spent my life with kids, trying to 
help their lives become better so that 
they can build the kinds of traits and 
character they need to benefit the 
world. I recognize that many children 
don’t have those opportunities; yet I 
see the devastating effects of this in-
dustry here in our country. 

They say one of the first steps to re-
covery is admitting that you have a 
problem. We have got a huge problem 
in this country, and that is why you 
will find these bills on the House floor 
today. We want to make sure that we 
not only recognize that there is a prob-
lem, but that we give our law enforce-
ment officers as many tools as possible 
to get rid of this industry and to help 
as many victims as possible. 

Hundreds of thousands of children 
are trafficked every single year in the 
United States. Most of these victims 
are women and girls. Many come from 
tough backgrounds that have led them 
to the situations they are in today; but 
did you know that most of them, if 
they are involved in the sex trafficking 
industry, are forced to have sex 25 to 48 
times a day? That is unfathomable to 
me. We as a nation have a responsi-
bility to do everything that we can to 
prevent trafficking. When prevention 
efforts fail, we have a responsibility to 
help those victims recover. 

I know many of my colleagues today 
have also made this a priority, and I 
am grateful for their leadership on this 
issue. Last year, we passed many of 
these bills through this House, but 
they got hung up in the Senate even 
though they were extremely bipartisan 
over here in the House. That is why 
they are back again today, because we 
need to get these bills signed into law 
to save our children. 

Now, as we begin the 114th Congress, 
our resolve is brought forward again to 
fight against human trafficking. I am 
grateful for everyone here today who 
has sponsored the bills, who has 

worked on behalf of these bills, and I 
am grateful for their leadership to 
make sure that we pass these bills and 
get them signed into law. 

The bill that I have sponsored here 
today is going to make sure that when 
we spend Federal resources that they 
are spent in a manner that is going to 
actually help kids and help people get 
out of this industry. It is going to 
make sure that we are cooperating 
with nonprofits and with other organi-
zations that have been involved in the 
industry before and that were being ef-
fective while we put those efforts for-
ward. Then it is going to make sure 
that we have the dollars available to 
have shelters for those victims who are 
trying to come out of this situation. 
We have fewer than 200 beds available 
for victims in this country who want to 
recover, who want to heal, and who 
want to get on with their lives in pur-
suing the American Dream, like so 
many other people in this country 
have. That is why this bill is impor-
tant. That is why all of these bills are 
important. It is why we need to pass 
them. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, 
as I have no further requests for time, 
I will just close by saying our children 
need our response. They are suffering. 
It is important that we work together 
to minimally provide them with the 
shelter that they need and with the re-
sources that they need to eliminate the 
scourge of human trafficking and sex 
trafficking. With that, I ask for the 
support of the underlying legislation, 
H.R. 350. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Madam 

Speaker, I think this is an example 
that this House can do important 
things on a bipartisan basis. I com-
mend the gentlewoman from South Da-
kota for introducing the legislation, 
and I commend the gentlewoman from 
Texas for supporting the legislation, 
and I urge an ‘‘aye’’ vote. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
SENSENBRENNER) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 
350. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

STOP EXPLOITATION THROUGH 
TRAFFICKING ACT OF 2015 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Madam 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 159) to stop ex-
ploitation through trafficking, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 159 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 
This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Stop Exploi-

tation Through Trafficking Act of 2015’’. 
SEC. 2. SAFE HARBOR INCENTIVES. 

Part Q of title I of the Omnibus Crime Con-
trol and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 
3796dd et seq.) is amended— 

(1) in section 1701(c), by striking ‘‘where 
feasible’’ and all that follows, and inserting 
the following: ‘‘where feasible, to an applica-
tion— 

‘‘(1) for hiring and rehiring additional ca-
reer law enforcement officers that involves a 
non-Federal contribution exceeding the 25 
percent minimum under subsection (g); or 

‘‘(2) from an applicant in a State that has 
in effect a law that— 

‘‘(A) treats a minor who has engaged in, or 
has attempted to engage in, a commercial 
sex act as a victim of a severe form of traf-
ficking in persons; 

‘‘(B) discourages the charging or prosecu-
tion of an individual described in subpara-
graph (A) for a prostitution or sex traf-
ficking offense, based on the conduct de-
scribed in subparagraph (A); and 

‘‘(C) encourages the diversion of an indi-
vidual described in subparagraph (A) to ap-
propriate service providers, including child 
welfare services, victim treatment programs, 
child advocacy centers, rape crisis centers, 
or other social services.’’; and 

(2) in section 1709, by inserting at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(5) ‘commercial sex act’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 103 of the Victims 
of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act 
of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7102). 

‘‘(6) ‘minor’ means an individual who has 
not attained the age of 18 years. 

‘‘(7) ‘severe form of trafficking in persons’ 
has the meaning given the term in section 
103 of the Victims of Trafficking and Vio-
lence Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 
7102).’’. 
SEC. 3. REPORT ON RESTITUTION PAID IN CON-

NECTION WITH CERTAIN TRAF-
FICKING OFFENSES. 

Section 105(d)(7)(Q) of the Victims of Traf-
ficking and Violence Protection Act of 2000 
(22 U.S.C. 7103(d)(7)(Q)) is amended— 

(1) by inserting after ‘‘1590,’’ the following: 
‘‘1591,’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘and 1594’’ and inserting 
‘‘1594, 2251, 2251A, 2421, 2422, and 2423’’; 

(3) in clause (iv), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the 
end; 

(4) in clause (v), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the 
end; and 

(5) by inserting after clause (v) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(vi) the number of individuals required by 
a court order to pay restitution in connec-
tion with a violation of each offense under 
title 18, United States Code, the amount of 
restitution required to be paid under each 
such order, and the amount of restitution ac-
tually paid pursuant to each such order; and 

‘‘(vii) the age, gender, race, country of ori-
gin, country of citizenship, and description 
of the role in the offense of individuals con-
victed under each offense; and’’. 
SEC. 4. NATIONAL HUMAN TRAFFICKING HOT-

LINE. 
Section 107(b)(2) of the Victims of Traf-

ficking and Violence Protection Act of 2000 
(22 U.S.C. 7105(b)(2)) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subparagraphs (B) and 
(C) as subparagraphs (C) and (D), respec-
tively; and 

(2) by inserting after subparagraph (A) the 
following: 

‘‘(B) NATIONAL HUMAN TRAFFICKING HOT-
LINE.—Beginning in fiscal year 2017 and each 
fiscal year thereafter, of amounts made 
available for grants under this paragraph, 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 08:52 Feb 03, 2015 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD15\H27JA5.REC H27JA5D
S

K
D

7Q
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-23T10:12:39-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




