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First, it creates a check-off box on
the individual tax return form to make
it more user friendly to give a tax-de-
ductible contribution to pay down the
national debt.

Second, it makes sure that 100 per-
cent of those funds are used to reduce
the national debt and not redirect it
for any purpose.

And, finally, it makes it clear that it
is tax deductible, as it has been to give
that charitable contribution.

Our national debt is now $14.2 tril-
lion, and we need to do everything we
can to pay down our national debt. I
urge my colleagues from both sides to
support this measure.

———

JOBS

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, on Tues-
day, we passed one of the worst bills I
have ever seen in my time in Congress.

The cut, cap, and default plan
jammed through by the Republicans is
not a real solution to our fiscal crisis.
Instead, it threatens Medicare benefits,
and it increases out-of-pocket expenses
for seniors. It’s just another example of
special interests holding our country
hostage to protect tax breaks for the
wealthiest few.

It has been 28 weeks since the Repub-
licans took control of the House, and
we have not seen a jobs bill. Instead,
we see a bill that makes seniors suffer
while cutting taxes for the ultrarich
and corporations that shift jobs over-
seas.

The Bush tax cuts for the wealthy
have failed to create jobs. We need a
balanced solution to go forward. No
new taxes, no new jobs.

Let’s work on a plan that solves our
Nation’s deficit without making our
seniors and our middle class pick up
the tab.

———

HONORING TERRE HAUTE POLICE
OFFICER BRENT D. LONG

(Mr. BUCSHON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BUCSHON. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to honor Terre Haute Police
Officer Brent D. Long. Officer Long was
killed in the line of duty on July 11,
2011, while assisting to serve a felony
warrant.

A proud member of the Terre Haute,
Indiana, Police Department for 6 years
as a K-9 handler and a member of the
department’s SWAT team, Officer Long
was 34 years old.

Terre Haute has lost one of its finest
citizens, and the community will for-
ever be indebted to Officer Long’s serv-
ice. His sacrifice and valor should be
commended, and I would like to offer
my most heartfelt condolences to Offi-
cer Long’s family, friends, and to the
Terre Haute Police Department, who
have lost one of their own.
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WE NEED A CLEAN ENERGY
STRATEGY

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. INSLEE. Madam Speaker, as we
search for a bipartisan solution to our
fiscal short-term and long-term issues,
I don’t think we should be unmindful of
what is really happening in the real
world. In the real world, there are two
things: One, we have a jobs crisis; and,
two, we have Americans sweltering
from coast to coast with unprecedented
heat. And these things are connected,
because if we adopt a clean energy
strategy to develop clean energy
sources, we can prevent our climate
from continuing to change, which left
unabated will leave New York City
with three times the number of days
with over 95 degree temperatures in the
next several decades.

We need to have an energy policy
that will invest in those clean energy
jobs. And as we look for this bipartisan
solution, let’s not cut off our energy
research, which is going to be success-
ful building a new clean energy strat-
egy for this country and building mil-
lions of new clean energy jobs and, by
the way, keep us down to a climate
that’s habitable.

———

SPACE PROGRAM’S END THREATENS
AMERICAN EXCEPTIONALISM

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. HULTGREN. Madam Speaker,
Shuttle Atlantis returned to Earth at
daybreak this morning, and it marked
the end of America’s 30-year shuttle
history of scientific and engineering
excellence in space.

I am a strong believer in American
exceptionalism, and at its heart, the
story of America’s exploration of space
is a story of American exceptionalism.
No other nation has mastered manned
space flight like the United States,
launched anything like the Hubble
Space Telescope, or led efforts like the
international space station.

Forty-two years ago today, Ameri-
cans first walked on the Moon. No
other nation has come close to match-
ing this achievement. But I am deeply
concerned about America’s future
greatness. Today, the path forward for
our space program is unclear. Save for
empty political rhetoric, President
Obama has been unwilling to lead or
articulate a vision for future American
endeavors in space.

The Defense Department fears that
the loss of our civilian space program
will erode our aerospace industry base
and threaten our technological edge in
all fields. As a result, we are left rely-
ing on Vladimir Putin for rides into
orbit. This is unacceptable and it’s un-
American.

I hope we will reform Washington’s
habit of borrowing and spending. And
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after we have cut, capped, and bal-
anced, it’s time to lead again in space.

It’s time again for American
exceptionalism.
————
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CONGRATULATIONS, GUSTAVUS
ADOLPHUS COLLEGE

(Mr. WALZ of Minnesota asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Madam
Speaker, it is my honor to rise today
to congratulate Gustavus Adolphus
College in St. Peter, Minnesota, on 150
years of academic excellence.

For a century and a half, Gustavus
Adolphus College has thrived as a pres-
tigious and nationally recognized lib-
eral arts college and cultivated the val-
ues of faith, service, justice, and com-
munity in its students. I have had the
opportunity to see firsthand the many
Gustavus students and graduates who
live by the motto of the college: Make
your life count.

Gustavus students are bright, en-
gaged, and my interaction with them
leaves me feeling optimistic about the
future. I am also lucky enough to be
married to one of their alums.

Every year, Gustavus hosts a unique
and world-renowned science conference
named after Alfred Nobel. The con-
ference is dedicated to the ideals of Al-
fred Nobel as he professed in the final
years of his life: international collabo-
ration and science for the sake of im-
proving our lives and progressing the
human condition. This conference em-
bodies what Gustavus is all about: pur-
suing academic excellence with the
purpose of making it count.

Gustavus can be proud of its 150
years, and I am confident that its tra-
dition of excellence will continue to
leave a profound mark on Minnesota
and the world.

——————

HONORING STAFF SERGEANT
WYATT A. GOLDSMITH

(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Madam
Speaker, it is with a very heavy heart
today that I rise to honor the life of
Staff Sergeant Wyatt A. Goldsmith.
Twenty-eight-year-old Sergeant Gold-
smith lost his life on July 15 while de-
fending America in Operation Enduring
Freedom.

As a native of Colville, Washington,
Sergeant Goldsmith was a medic with
the 3rd Battalion, 1st Special Forces
Group. He was treating an Afghan com-
mando when insurgents attacked his
unit in the Helmand Province last Fri-
day.

While his life was cut way too short,
his legacy lives on forever in the hearts
of those who knew him, and even those
who did not. His many years in the
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