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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING SERGEANT JAMES T.
HACKEMER

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 12, 2011

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Sergeant James T. Hackemer, a vet-
eran of the Iraq War who tragically died in an
accident on July 8, 2011 at the age of twenty-
nine.

A native of the Village of Gowanda, Ser-
geant Hackemer joined the military after grad-
uating from Gowanda High School. He had
hopes of becoming a state trooper after serv-
ing his country. Sergeant Hackemer’s selfless
ambitions made him a model of heroism for
his generation.

In March of 2008, Sergeant Hackemer was
in southern Baghdad when a bomb exploded
under his vehicle. The disaster robbed him of
both his legs and his left hip. After spending
the next three years in physical therapy, Ser-
geant Hackemer defied his doctors’ expecta-
tions by regaining his ability to walk again with
the help of prosthetic legs.

After leaving the hospital, Sergeant
Hackemer returned to his life in Western New
York. Even while struggling with his loss, Ser-
geant Hackemer made an effort to enjoy life
through spending time with his friends and
family and learning how to bike again. His
story is a lesson of hope for everybody in his
community.

Sergeant Hackemer is survived by his wife,
Alycia, and his two young daughters, Kaelynn
and Addison.

It is my honor to pay tribute to Sergeant
James T. Hackemer's life, and | offer my
deepest condolences to the Hackemer family
for their loss. His resolute spirit and valor will
be remembered by those in his community.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. RUSS CARNAHAN

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, July 12, 2011

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, due to being
unavoidably delayed, | missed the vote on the
Polis Amendment to H.R. 2219 (Roll No. 529).
| would like to reflect that | would have voted
against this amendment, which failed by a
margin of 113-307, had | been present to
record my vote.

————

CRAIG OLIVE “PUTTING PEOPLE
FIRST”

HON. RENEE L. ELLMERS

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, July 12, 2011

Mrs. ELLMERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge my dear friend Craig Olive.

Since taking office in December, 2002, as
Johnston County’s Registrar of Deeds, Craig
Olive has made tremendous strides in effi-
ciency, innovative office automation, stream-
lining services, reducing costs to citizens and
going the extra mile to serve the people of
Johnston County.

Craig has been consistent in his efforts to
reduce fees, maximize office efficiency, im-
prove computerization and automation of serv-
ices, and provide excellent customer service
for Johnston’s citizens. He implemented a re-
cording software program, to streamline the
process of recording documents at a cost sav-
ings of over $300,000 in a five year period. He
has automated the marriage license process—
allowing issuance of a license in 10 minutes.
He has also automated the issuance of other
vital records, i.e., birth and death certificates,
reducing waiting time and increasing produc-
tivity. He has digitized all records dating back
to the beginning of the county; mid-1700s.
Craig was the first Registrar of Deeds in North
Carolina to follow the North Carolina Secretary
of State’s standards and submit an
“eRecording.” Craig’s office was the first in
the Nation to electronically record a survey
map. Through the automation of his office,
Craig has been able to increase the efficiency
of his office, while at the same time saving
valuable tax dollars.

In service to the county and State, Craig
has spearheaded the effort to have legislation
enacted that would conceal individuals’ Social
Security and driver’s license numbers from ap-
pearing on the Internet, via public records.

Craig and his staff always go the extra mile
while treating everyone with respect. In Feb-
ruary 2010, NC Secretary of State awarded
Craig with the Honorary Keeper of the Con-
stitution for outstanding recordkeeping of pub-
lic documents.

Craig has been consistent in carrying out
policies and methods that have reduced fees
and costs for citizens and professionals, im-
proved productivity and efficiency through au-
tomation, and has consistently made sure that
his office provides outstanding customer serv-
ice. Mr. Olive, through his service, provides
the blueprint of how a Registrar of Deeds of-
fice should be run in order to provide the high-
est levels of efficiency, productivity, innovation
and service for the people of this county.

———

HONORING SCOTT CITY, KANSAS
FOR ITS DESIGNATION AS A 2011
“ALL-AMERICAN CITY”

HON. TIM HUELSKAMP

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 12, 2011

Mr. HUELSKAMP. Mr. Speaker, today | rec-
ognize the citizens of Scott City, Kansas. In
June 2011, the National Civic League recog-
nized Scott City as an “All-American City.”
Only ten communities across the country re-
ceived this honor.

Scott City presented to a panel of judges
three projects involving community collabora-
tion. First, community members shared infor-
mation about how the town has been holding
potluck dinners and fiestas to bridge gaps that
exist among different cultures. These events
have facilitated greater dialogue and under-
standing among the various populations of
Scott City.

Second, community members presented in-
formation about how town volunteers and First
Baptist Church transformed a vacant storefront
and warehouse into a community youth cen-
ter. Known as “Area 96,” this site provides a
safe and welcoming place for young people to
spend their free time, as well as a site for
other community groups to utilize.

Third, Scott City residents shared how they
have used the renovation and expansion of
the Scott County Library as an opportunity to
transform the role of the Library in the commu-
nity from just a building to a community infor-
mation center. Not only have they increased
youth services and youth-driven programs, but
they have also expanded their services and
offerings for English language learners.

The achievements of Scott City, Kansas
demonstrate that the efforts of communities
and individuals provide the true backbone of
America. | congratulate Scott City for this re-
markable and well-deserved honor.

———

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
CASCADIA MARINE TRAIL STUDY
ACT

HON. JAY INSLEE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 12, 2011

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to in-
troduce the Cascadia Marine Trail Study Act.

The Cascadia Marine Trail is a unique, 150-
mile long water trail stretching from the Cana-
dian border south through the San Juan Is-
lands and Puget Sound to Olympia. It was
started in the late 1980s by local kayaking en-
thusiasts wanting to highlight the 5,000-year
old small-boating tradition along the water trail.
The trail's popularity with both tourists and
local boating enthusiasts is a testament to its
grassroots beginnings and extensive local
support, making it a valuable economic and
natural State resource.

The Cascadia Marine Trail has been recog-
nized as a significant environmental and tour-
ist resource, including its 1994 designation as
a National Recreation Trail and in 1999 as a
National Millennium Trail. In 2005, the Amer-
ican Canoe Association (ACA) designated the
trail an ACA-Recommended Water Trail. The
trai's 55 safe pull-out zones and campsites
are managed by a multitude of State and local
agencies, despite its extensive length.

First introduced in 2009, the Cascadia Ma-
rine Trail Study Act directs the Department of
Interior to study the feasibility of adding the
trail to the National Trail system. During the
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110th Congress, the bill passed the House
with unanimous support but unfortunately, did
not make it out of the Senate. Today, with bi-
partisan support, | am reintroducing the
Cascadia Marine Trail Study Act. The trail's
designation as a National Scenic or Historic
Trail, if recommended by the Department of
Interior study mandated by the bill, would raise
its national profile, provide for educational and
interpretive resources along the trail, and co-
ordinate management and restoration of the
trail and surrounding campsites.

The bill has wide support, including en-
dorsements from several national and state-
wide recreation and conservation agencies
and is the first step toward enhancing the visi-
bility and preservation of this historic water
trail. Designation will help encourage tourism
across the Puget Sound, which will bolster
local economies in the Puget Sound region.
According to the Prosperity Partnership, the
Tourism and Visitor industry cluster is the re-
gion’s largest economic cluster with more than
108,000 jobs across the region. Scenic travel
to places like the Cascadia Marine Trail can
have a significant impact on the economy of
surrounding communities. The Cascadia Ma-
rine Trail is a State gem that deserves its
chance to become a national treasure.

———————

TRIBUTE TO JOYCE REILLY DREW
UNIVERSITY—CENTER FOR HOL-
OCAUST/GENOCIDE STUDIES

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 12, 2011

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | ask my col-
leagues here in the U.S. House of Represent-
atives to join me as | rise to offer this tribute
to Ms. Joyce Reilly as she is honored on April
3, 2011 by Drew University’s Center for Holo-
caust/Genocide Studies. This is a well de-
served honor for a woman who has had an in-
credible interest in and compassion for her fel-
low human beings who have been victims of
various atrocities throughout our world. The
empathy that Joyce Reilly demonstrates to-
wards all people in general, and victims of
genocide, in particular manifested itself when
she was a young child. She knew at a tender
age that she would want to spend her life pro-
moting activities and serving in capacities that
would be meaningful to the survivors and
would honor the memories of the deceased.

Joyce Reilly’s passion to increase aware-
ness of past and on-going acts of genocide
led her to pursue multiple ventures to achieve
her goals. Fortunately, for Drew University,
Joyce began her studies in psychology there
in 1970. She would subsequently work in var-
ious residential communities serving emotion-
ally and mentally challenged individuals.
These communities included Great Britain,
Germany and the United States. A life-long
learner, Joyce continued her studies at Mercy
College (now Sunbridge College) in Detroit,
Michigan and served for a time on its faculty.
In 1982, Joyce would move to Kimberton,
Pennsylvania where she founded Gheel
House, a therapeutic community for the men-
tally and emotionally challenged. She serves
as the Executive Director of Logos Founda-
tion, a foundation for young children endan-
gered by war, poverty and their effects on
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modern life. Through Joyce’s many inter-
actions with victims and visits to sites of con-
flicts, she has been able to meet some incred-
ible people including Dr. Joseph Seberenzi,
former Speaker of the House in Rwanda who
is a survivor of that genocide and a conflict
transformation specialist.

Mr. Speaker, | know that the family, friends
and associates of the Ms. Reilly are proud of
what she has accomplished so far in her life.
My office has been fortunate to work with her
on Darfur through a collaboration of organiza-
tions working to assist those victims who
struggle daily to overcome the tragedies vis-
ited on its people in recent years. | ask my fel-
low members to join me in this tribute to ex-
cellence. It is a proud moment for me to ac-
knowledge her today and to let her know how
much all of us appreciate the work she con-
tinues to do.

———————

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2012

SPEECH OF

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 8, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2354) making ap-
propriations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2012, and for other pur-
poses:

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Chair, the
Republican Energy and Water Appropriations
Act would take American energy policy back
to the 19th century. It slashes funding for
solar, advanced vehicles, building efficiency,
biomass, home weatherization, advanced en-
ergy research, and loan guarantees for renew-
able energy. Incredibly, as gas prices remain
high the Republicans gut funding for fuel effi-
cient automobiles. These cuts would be dev-
astating for domestic manufacturers of renew-
able energy and energy efficiency technology,
as well as our domestic auto industry. Con-
sider the magnitude of these cuts:

$97 million cut in solar funding, helping Chi-
nese solar manufacturers at the expense of
American producers;

$46 million cut in fuel efficient vehicles, hurt-
ing consumers at the pump while putting
American auto producers at a competitive dis-
advantage;

$61 million cut in building efficiency, which
will expose consumers to rising electricity
prices;

$33 million cut in biomass research, crip-
pling a critical domestic industry which sup-
ports the timber industry and diversifies our
electric generation portfolio;

$141 million cut in home weatherization
funding, an 81 percent cut in a program which
saves consumers money by reducing their
electric bills;

$80 million cut for Advanced Research
Projects Agency—Energy (ARPA-E), a 44
percent cut in critical clean energy research;

$1 billion cut in High Speed Rail money,
punishing commuters in congested regions
like the Washington-Boston corridor;

$43 million cut in science research, hurting
American competitiveness.
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In addition to attacking domestic manufac-
turing, clean energy production, and efficiency
programs, the Republicans have inserted pol-
icy riders to advance a radical anti-environ-
mental agenda at the expense of Americans’
public health. Their rider would block the Army
Corps of Engineers and Environmental Protec-
tion Agency from implementing the Clean
Water Act in accordance with guidance from
those agencies. Following a decade of regu-
latory uncertainty following a Supreme Court
decision, the Obama administration issued
guidance to help landowners comply with the
Clean Water Act. This guidance replaced a
confusing patchwork of lower level court deci-
sions and produced the regulatory certainty
that Republicans claim to support. This rider
demonstrates that the Republicans are not ac-
tually interested in regulatory “certainty;” they
are simply opposed to any and all environ-
mental and public health regulations. Since
they know they can’t win a public debate
about these public health standards, they are
trying to sneak in a rider to an appropriations
bill to block the regulations.

American entrepreneurs developed the solar
panel and more sophisticated wind turbines,
yet China and Germany are far ahead of
American wind and solar production. The
Obama administration requested funding in-
creases for renewable energy so America can
compete and produce clean energy generation
domestically, but the Republican budget would
actually slash clean energy funding.

Just as the American auto industry is recov-
ering as a result of the Obama Administra-
tion’s intervention, this Republican appropria-
tions bill would gut advanced vehicle and vehi-
cle efficiency funding. We need to produce
more efficient vehicles and advanced hybrid
vehicles here in America. The American auto
industry declined in the 1970s and 1980s as
foreign competitors produced more efficient,
technologically advanced vehicles. We cannot
afford to give up market share again by sur-
rendering to foreign auto producers.

This Republican appropriations bill is not an
isolated attack on American clean energy pro-
duction and industrial competitiveness. The
same Republicans have already passed legis-
lation in the House—thankfully not the Sen-
ate—to repeal the Clean Air Act and block ve-
hicle efficiency standards in the future. Never
in the history of American politics has one of
our great political parties been so blind to op-
portunities of the future and determined to re-
peat failures of the past.

We have a real opportunity to boost Amer-
ican manufacturing of clean energy and ad-
vanced vehicles. Just as a result of the Re-
covery Act we went from producing 2 percent
to 40 percent of advanced batteries. We can-
not allow this Republican appropriations bill to
reverse that progress and cripple American in-
dustrial competitiveness.

———

HONORING THE MEN AND WOMAN
WHO TRAVEL WITH THE NA-
TIONAL 9/11 FLAG

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, July 12, 2011
Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to

recognize those who travel around the country
with the National 9/11 Flag.
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