April 8, 2011

military spending should be scrutinized to find
meaningful reductions in outdated or unwork-
able programs. Anyone who denies the De-
fense Department is one of the largest
sources of waste, fraud and abuse in the fed-
eral government probably thinks the Pentagon
has four sides.

It's clear that Republicans are not serious
about the deficit. If they were, waste, fraud
and abuse at the Pentagon would be as much
of a focus as anywhere else in the budget. But
rather than holding the line on spending, the
Majority is actually feeding the beast. And
they’re playing political games with this con-
tinuing resolution rather working with the presi-
dent to avert a government shutdown. It's not
fiscally responsible or morally responsible, so
| will vote no on the bill.

——————

HONORING FORMER U.S. SENATOR
AND AMERICAN WAR HERO, MAX
CLELAND

HON. JAY INSLEE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 8, 2011

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Max Cleland, my friend, former U.S. Senator
and an American war hero. Today marks the
43rd Anniversary of the Battle of Khe Sanh. It
was there that at the age of 25, he earned the
Silver Star and the Bronze Star for valorous
action in combat serving America as a U.S.
Army Captain in Vietnam.

On April 8, with a month left in his tour,
Captain Cleland was ordered to set up a radio
relay station on a nearby hill. A helicopter flew
him and two soldiers to the treeless top of Hill
471, east of Khe Sanh. When the helicopter
landed, Cleland jumped out and was acciden-
tally struck by a grenade blast. The explosion
slammed him backward, shredding both his
legs and one arm. Due to the severity of his
injuries, doctors amputated both of Cleland’s
legs above the knee and his right forearm.

Max Cleland only became stronger after this
devastating experience, and dedicated himself
to a life of public service as a United States
Senator where he worked to significantly im-
prove the lives of Veterans returning from war.
In these ways, he lived in the essence of one
of his favorite quotes from Ernest Hemingway
“The world breaks everyone, and afterward,
many are strong at the broken places.”

Max, we are inspired by your patriotism,
spirit, and your great achievements to our na-
tion. We only hope that our nation can follow
your example and grow stronger at all the bro-
ken places.

HUMBERTO BARRIOS
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, April 8, 2011

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Humberto
Barrios for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Humberto Barrios is an 8th grader at North Ar-
vada Middle School and received this award
because his determination and hard work

have allowed him to overcome adversities.
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The dedication demonstrated by Humberto
Barrios is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Humberto Barrios for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt he will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all his future
accomplishments.

————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, April 8, 2011

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
today our national debt is
$14,259,761,986,879.66.

On January 6th, 2009, the start of the 111th
Congress, the national debt was
$10,638,425,746,293.80.

This means the national debt has increased
by $3,625,819,780,017.70 since then.

This debt and its interest payments we are
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans.

————
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Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Providence Missionary Baptist
Church in Thomasville, Georgia, which is cele-
brating its 104th anniversary on April 10,
2011.

The Providence Missionary Baptist Church
was born out of a spiritual need in the Thom-
asville community. In response to a divine rev-
elation from God, the late Mother Mary Lousia
Williams along with other believers in Jesus
Christ proceeded to “build a house” for the
Lord. Providence began as a prayer house,
where it was known as the Providence of God.

Reverend Henry Fennell was the first pastor
of Providence of God who served from 1907—
1908. He was succeeded by Reverend Robert
Raymond who served from 1908-1909. Under
Reverend Raymond’s leadership, the organi-
zational structure of the church grew from a
prayer house into a missionary Baptist church.
After Reverend Raymond’s superior leader-
ship, Providence Missionary Baptist church
has been blessed to have several dynamic
pastors including Reverend Frank Martin, Rev-
erend Arthur J. Atkinson, Reverend Eddie S.
Sheffield, Reverend James Ceasar Vaughn,
Jr., and Rev. Dr. Emory C. Virgil.

For the last 104 years, Providence Mis-
sionary Baptist Church has expanded its min-
istry in the Thomasville community. The
church broke ground on a new structure in
1957 and moved into the new location on
Magnolia Street a year later. When the new
sanctuary opened, the members of the church
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marched from the site of the old church to the
new location and Reverend Atkinson ordained
nine Deacons.

Providence Missionary Baptist Church
furthered its legacy of giving back to the com-
munity in 1980 when it helped establish the
Providence Plaza, a low-income residential fa-
cility in Thomasville. Reverend Sheffield
helped secure funding for the building through
a Community Development Block Grant, and
relied on the leadership of the late Deacon Eli-
jah Hill, Jr. Deacon Hill had a proven track
record for rehabilitating condemned or aban-
doned houses, turning them into livable and
affordable dwellings for individuals needing
low-income housing.

The Providence Plaza is a living testimony
that the church is most capable of providing
shelter for the homeless. In Matthew 11:28,
Jesus gave an instruction to the church when
he said: “come unto me all you ye that labour
and are heavy laden and | will give you rest.”

The church has lived up to its vision state-
ment, “To glorify God, to magnify Christ, and
to help somebody” for the last 104 years, The
Thomasville community is a better place be-
cause of Providence Baptist Church, and on
the occasion of its 104th anniversary, it gives
me great honor to recognize the church for all
its efforts. | thank the church and its congrega-
tion for all their many years of service. | hope
Providence Missionary Baptist Church will
continue to spread the word of God and con-
tinue serving the Thomasville community for
many years to come. To God be the glory!

JESSE LUCERO
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 8, 2011

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Jesse Lucero
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Jesse Lucero
is a 10th grader at Jefferson Senior High and
received this award because his determination
and hard work have allowed him to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Jesse
Lucero is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Jesse Lucero for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all his future accom-
plishments.

——————

H.R. 658, THE FAA REAUTHORIZA-
TION AND REFORM ACT OF 2011

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, April 8, 2011
Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, reauthoriza-

tion and reform of the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration (FAA) is long overdue, and critical to
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