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With 14 million Americans still look-

ing for work, I ask my colleagues on 
the other side, Where are the jobs? 
Where is the plan? In this House we 
have talked about repealing health 
care reform and instructing commit-
tees, but nothing about a jobs plan. 

And, now, as we approach the dead-
line for government funding and the 
looming threat of a crippling govern-
ment shutdown, House Republicans are 
focusing on irresponsible budget plans 
than actually threaten job creation. In 
fact, the Republicans’ proposed long- 
term CR not only fails to create jobs or 
spur the economy, it would actually 
cause more job losses and depress eco-
nomic growth. 

Economists have discovered that 
their plan would destroy around 700,000 
jobs through 2012. Mr. Speaker, as the 
impending funding deadline ap-
proaches, my Republican colleagues 
should negotiate in good faith and fund 
the government in ways to support job 
creation and economic growth, not 
cause greater job loss or economic 
damage. 

f 

RED TAPE 

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I am 
here to talk today about red tape, spe-
cifically the 1099 form. 

It’s a relatively short, seemingly 
harmless form. Yet when we require 
every business in this country to file a 
1099 form for every business trans-
action over $600, it is far from harm-
less. In reality, this requirement is an 
enormous burden that takes time, en-
ergy, resources away from growing 
their businesses. 

The 1099 provision is one of the many 
backbreaking regulations included in 
the Democrat’s health care overhaul 
that I opposed when it passed the 
House in 2010. Repealing this require-
ment would be a victory for America’s 
small businesses, families, and individ-
uals. 

Florida’s businesses deserve eco-
nomic solutions that will let them 
keep more of what they earn so that 
they can innovate and grow. I urge my 
colleagues to support H.R. 4 and repeal 
this 1099 provision. 

f 

BREATHE CLEAN AIR 

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, one thing 
we share on a bipartisan basis is Re-
publicans and Democrats like to 
breathe clean air. We don’t want to see 
our kids exposed to aggravated asthma 
problems. 

That’s why it’s very disappointing 
that the Republicans are trying to 
threaten a government shutdown if 
they don’t get to pass their dirty air 
act. Now, their dirty air act is a bill 

that they want to pass, and I am not 
making this up. They want to pass a 
bill that would make it illegal for the 
Environmental Protection Agency to 
enforce the provisions of the Clean Air 
Act that will reduce air pollution. 

This is amazing to me. You want to 
shut down government, if you don’t 
shut down government in enforcing 
pollution. Now, I always thought that 
the American people thought that that 
was a really bad idea. 

I want to share my colleagues’ proof 
of this. In polls done in 19 congres-
sional districts recently, including the 
Speaker’s own district in Ohio, 68 per-
cent of Americans said that we should 
move forward with the EPA in this; 6 
out of 10 said the Republicans’ dirty air 
act is a really bad idea. 

We need to keep the government to 
keep this clean air. Reject the Repub-
licans’ threat of a government shut-
down. 

f 

HONORING THE MEADOWS OF 
NORTH SMITHFIELD, RHODE IS-
LAND 
(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor The Meadows, an af-
fordable senior housing community in 
my congressional district located in 
North Smithfield, Rhode Island. 

The Meadows excels as an elderly 
community by providing individual liv-
ing with enhanced social services and 
high-quality care to approximately 100 
Rhode Island seniors. The Meadows was 
built using a smart combination of 
Federal, State, local, and private fund-
ing. It has a green design which in-
cludes geothermal heating, Energy 
Star appliances, and energy-efficient 
lighting. 

For the commitment to providing 
our seniors a quality standard of liv-
ing, I congratulate the Meadows. I 
proudly join the National Affordable 
Housing Management Association in 
honoring The Meadows as a ‘‘commu-
nity of quality’’ for exemplary develop-
ment for our seniors. 

Thank you for your work. Congratu-
lations on your achievements, and 
thank you for your commitment to 
Rhode Island’s seniors. 

f 

TAX HIKES FOR WORKING MIDDLE 
CLASS AMERICANS 

(Mr. CROWLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, in 2010 
the Republicans promised smaller gov-
ernment and fewer taxes. They even 
signed a pledge, a pledge not to raise 
taxes. Yet here we are, 56 days after as-
suming control of the Congress, and 
Republicans are proposing to do ex-
actly that, tax hikes for working mid-
dle class Americans. 

Their bill, H.R. 4, would repeal the 
onerous reporting provisions on small 

businesses, but on the backs of hard-
working middle class American fami-
lies. Those watching the debate are 
probably thinking ‘‘say it ain’t so, 
Joe,’’ but despite Republicans’ claims 
that it isn’t a tax increase, it is a tax 
increase. 

If it isn’t, why did the Joint Com-
mittee on Taxation say it is? If it isn’t, 
why do Republicans block a vote on my 
amendment that would prohibit any 
section of H.R. 4 from kicking in if it 
did, indeed, raise taxes on middle-class 
families? 

It took only 56 days to break their 
pledge. Republicans are raising taxes 
on working people. Say it ain’t so, 
GOP. Say it ain’t so. 

f 

BLAME FOR OUR NATION’S FISCAL 
PROBLEMS 

(Mrs. DAVIS of California asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, it’s hard not to get angry when 
watching the news or reading the news-
paper about Wisconsin. 

We are trying to recover from the 
biggest financial crisis since the De-
pression, and who is getting the blame 
for our Nation’s fiscal problems? 
Teachers. Teachers certainly aren’t the 
people who caused the Great Recession. 
It was a group of Wall Street execu-
tives who brought about the financial 
crisis which led to the budget short-
falls in the States. 

Blaming teachers or cutting their 
pay is wrong. Working to strip them of 
the basic American right to collec-
tively bargain because some greedy 
Wall Street executives made huge mis-
takes and went too far, well, that’s ab-
solutely also wrong. Of course, Wall 
Street executives have gone back to 
collecting big bonuses while teachers 
and public workers are collecting the 
ridicule. 

It’s time to quit blaming hard-
working and dedicated teachers and let 
them get back to focusing on their stu-
dents. 

f 

b 1220 

OUR NATIONAL DEBT 

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, our na-
tional debt, as we all know, is ap-
proaching $14 trillion, with a capital 
‘‘T.’’ It’s clear that we can no longer 
afford to continue the partisan bick-
ering and short-term thinking that too 
long has consumed our Nation’s cap-
ital. While kicking this can down the 
road may have been in vogue at one 
time, it can no longer be afforded by 
our Nation. 

The staggering debt was not created 
in a day, and we can’t dig ourselves out 
of this hole overnight, but we must 
stop digging. In order to tackle our 
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