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after the first day of the month in which an
adjustment takes effect under sections 5303
and 5304 of title 5 in the rates of pay under
the General Schedule, each salary rate which
is subject to adjustment under this section
shall be adjusted by an amount, rounded to
the nearest multiple of $100 (or, if midway
between multiples of $100, to the next higher
multiple of $100) equal to the percentage of
such salary rate which corresponds to the
overall average percentage of the adjustment
in the rates of pay under the General Sched-
ule.”.

——
AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET
COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS
Mr. WEBB. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on November
3, 2009, at 9 a.m. in Room 406 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

Mr. WEBB. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet,
during the session of the Senate, to
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Increasing
Health Costs Facing Small Businesses”’
on Tuesday, November 3, 2009. The
hearing will commence at 2:30 p.m. in
room 106 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. WEBB. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on November 3, 2009, at 2:30 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR
Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that an intern from
my office, Matthew Spencer, be grant-
ed floor privileges.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NATIONAL ADOPTION DAY AND
NATIONAL ADOPTION MONTH

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the HELP
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of S. Res. 291, and the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

A resolution (S. Res. 291) expressing sup-
port for the goals of National Adoption Day
and National Adoption Month by promoting
national awareness of adoption and the chil-
dren awaiting families, celebrating children
and families involved in adoption, and en-
couraging Americans to secure safety, per-
manency, and well-being for all children.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
the motions to reconsider be laid upon
the table, with no intervening action
or debate, and any statements be print-
ed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 291

Whereas there are approximately 510,000
children in the foster care system in the
United States, approximately 129,000 of
whom are waiting for families to adopt
them;

Whereas 61 percent of the children in foster
care are age 10 or younger;

Whereas the average length of time a child
spends in foster care is over 3 years;

Whereas, for many foster children, the
wait for a loving family in which they are
nurtured, comforted, and protected seems
endless;

Whereas the number of youth who ‘‘age
out’” of foster care by reaching adulthood
without being placed in a permanent home
has continued to increase since 1998, and
more than 26,000 foster youth age out every
year;

Whereas every day loving and nurturing
families are strengthened and expanded when
committed and dedicated individuals make
an important difference in the life of a child
through adoption;

Whereas a 2007 survey conducted by the
Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption dem-
onstrated that though ‘‘Americans over-
whelmingly support the concept of adoption,
and in particular foster care adoption . . .
foster care adoptions have not increased sig-
nificantly over the past five years”’;

Whereas, while 4 in 10 Americans have con-
sidered adoption, a majority of Americans
have misperceptions about the process of
adopting children from foster care and the
children who are eligible for adoption;

Whereas 71 percent of those who have con-
sidered adoption consider adopting children
from foster care above other forms of adop-
tion;

Whereas 45 percent of Americans believe
that children enter the foster care system
because of juvenile delinquency, when in re-
ality the vast majority of children who have
entered the foster care system were victims
of neglect, abandonment, or abuse;

Whereas 46 percent of Americans believe
that foster care adoption is expensive, when
in reality there is no substantial cost for
adopting from foster care and financial sup-
port is available to adoptive parents after
the adoption is finalized;

Whereas both National Adoption Day and
National Adoption Month occur in Novem-
ber;

Whereas National Adoption Day is a collec-
tive national effort to find permanent, loving
families for children in the foster care sys-
tem;
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Whereas, since the first National Adoption
Day in 2000, more than 25,000 children have
joined forever families during National
Adoption Day;

Whereas, in 2008, adoptions were finalized
for over 4,500 children through more than 325
National Adoption Day events in all 50
States, the District of Columbia, Puerto
Rico, and Guam; and

Whereas the President traditionally issues
an annual proclamation to declare November
as National Adoption Month, and National
Adoption Day is on November 21, 2009: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Adoption Day and National Adoption
Month;

(2) recognizes that every child should have
a permanent and loving family; and

(3) encourages the citizens of the United
States to consider adoption during the
month of November and all throughout the
year.

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
NOVEMBER 4, 2009

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that when the Senate completes
its business today, it adjourn until 9:30
a.m. Wednesday, November 4; that fol-
lowing the prayer and pledge, the Jour-
nal of proceedings be approved to date,
the morning hour be deemed expired,
the time for the two leaders be re-
served for their use later in the day,
and the Senate proceed to a period of
morning business for 2 hours with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each, with the time
equally divided and controlled between
the two leaders or their designees, with
the Republicans controlling the first
half and the majority controlling the
final half; and that following morning
business the Senate resume consider-
ation of H.R. 3548, the Worker, Home-
ownership, and Business Assistance
Act of 2009, as provided for under the
previous order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PROGRAM

Mr. DURBIN. Under the previous
order, following the adoption of the
substitute amendment tomorrow morn-
ing, the Senate will proceed to a clo-
ture vote on H.R. 3548, as amended.
This vote will be the first vote of the
day and will begin at 12:15 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent it
adjourn under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:02 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, November 4, 2009, at 9:30 a.m.
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