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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). Members are reminded there 
are 2 minutes remaining in this vote. 

b 1243 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
resolution, as amended, was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 3251 

Ms. FALLIN. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to remove my 
name as a cosponsor for H.R. 3251. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
BALDWIN). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentlewoman from Okla-
homa? 

There was no objection. 
f 

b 1245 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days within which to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material on the bill, H.R. 3246. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection. 
f 

ADVANCED VEHICLE TECHNOLOGY 
ACT OF 2009 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 745 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 3246. 

b 1245 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3246) to 
provide for a program of research, de-
velopment, demonstration and com-
mercial application in vehicle tech-
nologies at the Department of Energy, 
with Mr. PIERLUISI in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the 

bill is considered read the first time. 
The gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 

GORDON) and the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. HALL) each will control 30 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Mr. 
Chairman, I yield myself such time as 
I may consume. 

H.R. 3246, the Advanced Vehicle 
Technology Act of 2009, is authored by 
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. PE-
TERS) and co-sponsored by our col-
league from Illinois (Mrs. BIGGERT). 
This legislation provides a comprehen-
sive authorization for long-term, sus-
tained funding of public-private vehicle 
research, development, demonstration 
and commercial application activities 
in the Department of Energy Vehicle 
Technologies Program. 

From passenger cars to heavy duty 
long-haul trucks, we are all aware of 
the economic, environmental, and stra-

tegic importance of diversifying our 
Nation’s vehicle sector through innova-
tion in cleaner and more efficient tech-
nologies. 

However, the current economic situa-
tion has made it all the more difficult 
for companies to invest in the research 
and technology development to get us 
there. Department of Energy programs 
play an invaluable role in filling this 
critical gap. 

This bill provides a critical founda-
tion of support to ensure U.S. leader-
ship in developing and producing the 
next generation of advanced vehicle 
technologies. The bill instructs the 
Secretary to continue support for 
longer-term higher-risk technologies 
such as hydrogen, while recognizing 
the importance of research in areas 
that can deliver significant improve-
ments in the near term, such as vehicle 
electrification. 

It also makes important investments 
in areas such as vehicle manufacturing 
and medium- to heavy-duty vehicles 
research. It accomplishes this goal 
through continued partnership with in-
dustry and strengthened DOE coordina-
tion with other Federal research agen-
cies. 

This is a bipartisan bill reported 
from the Science and Technology Com-
mittee which incorporated a number of 
our Republican colleagues’ suggestions. 
It follows on recommendations of the 
National Academies of Science and a 
diverse group of stakeholders and is en-
dorsed by the likes of the Alliance of 
Automobile Manufacturers, GM, Ford, 
Chrysler, the UAW, Motor and Equip-
ment Manufacturers Association, the 
National Association of Manufacturers, 
and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 
among many others. 

After a very productive and bipar-
tisan process in the committee, I am 
looking forward to a constructive floor 
debate and passage of this very impor-
tant bill. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise today in support of H.R. 3246, 
the Advanced Vehicle Technology Act 
of 2009. It has the stated objective to 
develop technologies that improve effi-
ciency and emissions of vehicles, re-
duces reliance on petroleum, and sup-
ports vehicle manufacturing in the 
United States. Among other things, it 
develops cost-effective vehicle tech-
nologies for wide-scale utilization, en-
hanced commercial and passenger vehi-
cle performance, allows for greater 
consumer choice, shortens technology 
penetration times, ensures balance and 
diversity in Federal R&D investment, 
strengthens public-private R&D part-
nerships, and probably many other 
things. 

I would like to thank Congressman 
PETERS for the good job he did working 
with us and working with the Science 
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