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cancer, because he felt so blessed, hav-
ing been allowed to survive what many
said at the time was a fatal disease.

So many people came from all over
the country to that service, it was real-
ly remarkable, including the Repub-
lican leader in the Senate, MITCH
MCCONNELL, who himself came down
and was an honorary pallbearer. He was
on a first-name basis with Presidents.
Indeed, I am aware that President Bush
called him twice in recent months.
Foreign leaders, Senators, and Con-
gressmen were on a first-name basis
with him. His life is a testament to
what can happen when a person focuses
his life on making a positive difference
in the world and living a good life. He
accomplished those things. Probably
outside of a public official, he was on a
first-name basis with more Senators
than maybe any other person in our
country. There may be some others,
but not many would know as many and
be as well respected as he was over the
years.

I appreciate the opportunity to make
these remarks. Not only did he serve
on the board, chairman of the board of
the University of South Alabama for 32
years, he gave hours and hours of his
time and attention and ideas and abil-
ity to making that the great university
it is. So he not only gave money, he
gave of his time and of himself to make
it the great university it is. Gordon
Moulton, the president, certainly re-
flected that in his remarks.

I thank the Chair and Senator
SHELBY for his excellent remarks and
yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Connecticut.

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President,
Mayer was a wonderful man who a lot
of us got to know because of his leader-
ship role in the American Israel Public
Affairs Committee. This was a wonder-
ful gentleman, the exemplification of
the American dream. He worked ex-
tremely hard, made a great success of
himself for his family, for his commu-
nity, for his country. He loved Amer-
ica. He was devoted to Israel and de-
voted to the strength of the United
States-Israel relationship. He was a
great American patriot. I don’t want to
take the time to describe it now, but I
am personally grateful for him for the
ways in which he stuck with me at
tough times in my own career. He
didn’t just stick with me, but he sort of
worked at it to make sure everything
came out all right. He was a good
friend, a good man. God bless his soul.

—————

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

STAFF SERGEANT ZACHARY TOMCZAK

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I wish
to pay tribute to SSG Zachary
Tomczak and his heroic service to our
country. As a member of the Army’s
326th Airborne Infantry Regiment of
the 82nd Airborne Division based in
North Carolina, Staff Sergeant
Tomczak was serving in support of Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom. On September
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25, 2007, he was killed in action in
Baghdad.

A Huron native, Zachary joined the
Army in June 2002 and took great pride
in serving his country. His graduation
from Ranger School at Fort Benning,
GA, in May is described by his father
as ‘“‘one of the proudest moments for
him and for me.” His captain remem-
bers him as ‘‘a leader, mentor, warrior,
Ranger, hero.” Zachary was on his
fourth tour of duty in Iraq and had
earned the Purple Heart and Brongze
Star Medal, among other awards.

A hard worker, Zachary enjoyed
hands-on projects and worked for a
construction company during high
school. He also enjoyed spending time
four-wheeling, pheasant hunting, and
deer hunting. Friends and family will
remember Zachary’s love for life and
easygoing personality.

Sergeant Tomczak gave his all for his
soldiers and his country. Our Nation
owes him a debt of gratitude, and the
best way to honor his life is to emulate
his commitment to our country. Mr.
President, I join with all South Dako-
tans in expressing my deepest sym-
pathy to the family of Staff Sergeant
Tomczak. He will be missed, but his
service to our Nation will never be for-
gotten.

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS CHRISTOPHER PFEIFER

Mr. HAGEL. Mr. President, I rise to
express my sympathy over the loss of
United States Army PFC Christopher
Pfeifer of Nebraska. Private First Class
Pfeifer died on September 25 from inju-
ries he sustained near Kamu, Afghani-
stan, when insurgents attacked his
unit on August 17. He was 21 years old.

Private First Class Pfeifer grew up in
the small town of Spalding, NE, where
he played eight-man football at Spald-
ing Academy, as well as the drums in
the band. He was assigned to the 1st
Squadron, 91st Cavalry Regiment, 173rd
Airborne Brigade Combat Team based
in Schweinfurt, Germany. All the flags
in Spalding, a town of about 600 people,
are at half-mast in honor of Private
First Class Pfeifer.

Private First Class Pfeifer is remem-
bered as a devoted husband, son, and
brother. Sadly, he was denied the
chance to become a proud father; his
wife Karen gave birth to a baby girl the
day after his death.

All of Nebraska is proud of Private
First Class Pfeifer’s service to our
country, as well as the thousands of
other brave Americans serving in Iraq
and Afghanistan.

In addition to his wife and newborn
daughter, he is survived by his parents,
Mike and Dar, his brother Aaron, and
his sister Nicki.

I ask my colleagues to join me and
all Americans in honoring PFC Chris-
topher Pfeifer.

———
HEALTH INSURANCE

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I am

here today to talk about health insur-

ance. Congress is well aware of the ever
increasing number of the uninsured.
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Not to mention the fact that health
costs continue to rise at an alarming
rate. Make no mistake, the numbers
are sobering.

But I am not here to dwell on the
past and present. I stand here today to
talk about the future. I stand here to
discuss ways to expand access to health
insurance and to change the inequities
in the tax treatment of health insur-
ance.

During the debate on SCHIP, I en-
gaged in a colloquy with Senators
BURR, COBURN, MARTINEZ, CORKER, and
BENNETT. During that exchange, I ex-
plained that, currently, a taxpayer who
receives health insurance through his
or her employer is not taxed on the
cost of the health coverage. I also ex-
plained that individuals who do not re-
ceive health coverage through their
employer generally do not receive a
tax benefit. Similarly, a tax benefit is
not afforded to people who are not em-
ployed and purchase health insurance
on the individual market.

I noted that Republicans and Demo-
crats alike agree that Congress should
“level the playing field” and expand
access to health insurance. The ques-
tion is how. Senators BURR, COBURN,
MARTINEZ, CORKER, and DOLE have in-
troduced a proposal that would elimi-
nate the exclusion for employer-pro-
vided health coverage. It would provide
a flat tax credit to all Americans who
purchase ‘‘qualifying health insur-
ance.” I commend the Senators for
their leadership, and I intend to work
with them on ways to expand access to
health insurance.

Senators WYDEN and BENNETT have
also introduced a proposal that would
expand access to health insurance. Sen-
ators GREGG, BILL NELSON, and ALEX-
ANDER have cosponsored the proposal.
Most recently, Senators STABENOW,
LANDRIEU, and COLEMAN cosponsored
the legislation. This bipartisan legisla-
tion is a ‘‘patient-driven’ approach to
reforming our health care system. I
want to stress, a ‘“‘patient-driven’ ap-
proach to reforming health care.

A “‘patient-driven’ approach means
the patient can shop for their own
health care in a competitive market-
place, which will allow them to choose
the type of health insurance that
meets their needs. Many in the Demo-
cratic Party, including several of the
Democratic Presidential candidates,
want a government-run single-payer
health care system that is not ‘‘pa-
tient-centered.” This is a nonstarter
and is bad policy. Recent polling shows
that the American public thinks so.
That is, the majority of Americans do
not want a government-run system.

I want to reform the health care sys-
tem through the Tax Code. I want to
cap or eliminate the exclusion for em-
ployer-provided health coverage and
offer Americans a choice between a tax
credit and a deduction for health insur-
ance. I want to condition these tax sub-
sidies on States undertaking certain
insurance reforms. I want to give the
States the flexibility to decide what
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