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In my home State of Virginia, we 

have always felt a special connection 
to Lady Bird Johnson. She was the 
mother of Lynda Bird Robb, who was 
the Commonwealth’s First Lady from 
1982 to 1986, and the mother-in-law of 
Chuck Robb who was Governor at that 
time and later a distinguished Member 
of this body. 

During her frequent trips to our 
State, Virginians always embraced 
Lady Bird Johnson for her warmth, 
grace, and strength of character. These 
were the same values for which all 
Americans held her in such high es-
teem. 

I want to extend to her family and 
many friends my deepest sympathies, 
as well as my appreciation for her ex-
traordinary life. America is a much 
better Nation because of the life and 
service of Lady Bird Johnson. 
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INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENT ON 
AL-QAIDA 

Mr. OBAMA. Mr. President, the new 
intelligence assessment is a chilling re-
minder that the American people are 
less secure than we were on 9/11. Ac-
cording to press reports of the assess-
ment, al-Qaida has reconstituted, re-
built its training and command and 
control capabilities, and is better posi-
tioned to strike the West. Meanwhile, 
Osama bin Laden and his top deputy 
are still on the loose. 

If America is again attacked, it will 
be in no small measure a consequence 
of the Bush administration’s failure to 
destroy al-Qaida at its roots in Afghan-
istan and to adequately secure the 
homeland. The decision to authorize 
and fight a misguided war in Iraq also 
created a new cadre of experienced ter-
rorists bent on the destruction of the 
United States and our allies. The re-
cent attacks in Britain are likely only 
the beginning of an Iraqi ‘‘blowback,’’ 
which may haunt us for years to come. 
Since we invaded Iraq, the number of 
Islamic extremist terrorist attacks— 
excluding those in Iraq and Afghani-
stan—has risen by 35 percent world-
wide. 

We cannot win a war against the ter-
rorists if we are on the wrong battle-
field. America must urgently begin re-
deploying from Iraq and take the fight 
more effectively to the enemy’s home 
by destroying al-Qaida’s leadership 
along the Afghan-Pakistan border, 
eliminating their command and con-
trol networks, and disrupting their 
funding. To counter their ability to re-
build these capabilities, we must con-
vince Pakistan to pursue an effective 
strategy, with our assistance, to deny 
the terrorists sanctuary in Pakistan’s 
northwest territories. We must also 
finish the job and secure Afghanistan, 
where the Taliban is resurgent. 

But it will take more than force to 
defeat this threat. It will take wisdom 
and patience to restore America’s 
credibility in the Muslim world and re-

duce both passive and active support 
for extremists. We need to partner with 
the vast majority of Muslims in their 
struggle against those who would dis-
tort their religion, create oppressive 
theocracies, and kill innocents. We 
must demonstrate through action, not 
mere words, that America is not at war 
with Islam, and that we will stand with 
those Muslims who seek a better fu-
ture. 

Abu Ghraib served as a recruiting 
poster for violent Islamic extremists. 
Guantanamo has diminished America’s 
standing in the Muslim world and with 
our closest allies. The needless viola-
tion of our civil liberties at home has 
damaged our moral authority abroad. 
All these actions have undercut our 
fight against terrorists. This is not 
America, this is not who we are. We 
must close Guantanamo, renounce tor-
ture, and respect the rule of law to be 
faithful to our own values, prosecute 
the war on terrorism more effectively, 
and begin to engender renewed admira-
tion for America in the Muslim world. 
American values and liberties must be 
seen as a source of our strength, not as 
a liability, in the fight against ter-
rorism. 

Finally, we must take many long- 
overdue steps to better secure our 
homeland. We need to lock down loose 
nuclear material around the world, up-
grade port, transport and chemical 
plant security, allocate homeland secu-
rity dollars according to risk, and give 
local law enforcement the resources 
and intelligence support to help pre-
vent rather than simply respond to ter-
rorist attacks. 

The administration argues this intel-
ligence assessment proves its case for 
doing more of the same. On the con-
trary, the American people cannot af-
ford more of the same. This intel-
ligence assessment reminds us once 
again of the consequences of the deci-
sion to authorize and fight the war in 
Iraq, and to direct our resources away 
from the wider war on terrorism that 
was yet to be won. It underscores the 
urgent need for a new, more effective 
counterterrorism strategy at home and 
abroad. 
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HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

SPECIALIST DUSTIN WORKMAN 

Mr. HAGEL. Mr. President, I rise to 
express my sympathy over the loss of 
U.S. Army SPC Dustin Workman II of 
Greenwood, NE. Specialist Workman 
was killed on June 28 by an improvised 
explosive device in Baghdad. He was 19 
years old. 

Specialist Workman graduated from 
Ashland-Greenwood High School in 
2005. Faculty at Ashland-Greenwood re-
member his talent for writing and his 
love of books, though not necessarily 
the ones assigned to him, his skill in 
mechanical working, and most impor-
tantly, his hard work and commitment 

to finishing school. From the time he 
was a freshman at Ashland-Greenwood, 
Specialist Workman’s teachers noticed 
a strong desire to serve in the Army. 

Specialist Workman enlisted with 
the Army and served with B Company, 
2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry Regiment, 
2nd Brigade Combat Team, based at 
Fort Carson, CO. We are proud of Spe-
cialist Workman’s service to our coun-
try, as well as the thousands of other 
brave Americans serving in Iraq. 

Specialist Workman is survived by 
his parents Dustin and Valerie, young-
er brother Korey, and younger sister 
Krysta. 

I ask my colleagues to join me and 
all Americans in honoring SPC Dustin 
Workman II. 
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GUATEMALA 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, with the 
Congress’s attention on Iraq and the 
Middle East, I want to take a moment 
to alert other Senators to an impor-
tant issue in Guatemala, a country 
that rarely makes the news in Wash-
ington. 

Many of us remember the decades of 
civil conflict that caused the deaths of 
an estimated 200,000 Guatemalans, 
many of them indigenous Mayan civil-
ians. Since those dark days, most Gua-
temalans have tried to put that tragic 
period behind them and to build the in-
stitutions of democracy that can pro-
vide economic development, stability 
and justice. 

While the Guatemalan Army has 
shrunk to half its size, the peace ac-
cords that ended the fighting have yet 
to be fully realized. Most troubling is 
the rampant violent crime, organized 
crime and corruption, much of it per-
petrated by illegal armed groups, some 
of which are comprised of former mem-
bers of the security forces and their 
supporters. 

During the tenure of President 
Berger, the Guatemalan Government, 
with the assistance of the United Na-
tions, has sought to establish a com-
mission to investigate and prosecute 
these clandestine groups. The first at-
tempt was rejected by Guatemala’s 
Constitutional Court, but recently the 
Court approved the establishment of an 
International Commission against Im-
punity in Guatemala, CICIG. The 
CICIG is widely regarded as an essen-
tial mechanism for combating the can-
cer of human rights violations and or-
ganized crime that are threatening to 
destroy the foundations of Guatemala’s 
democracy. 

It is important to note that the Con-
stitutional Court confirmed that CICIG 
would work alongside the Attorney- 
General’s office in investigating illegal 
groups. Far from weakening national 
sovereignty, CICIG will support Guate-
mala by helping to strengthen the ca-
pacity of the country’s weak judicial 
system. 
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