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poor—who have no other way to access basic 
health care for themselves and their families. 

Or the $2.6 billion in cuts for child support 
enforcement, foster care and Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI), designed to assist sin-
gle parents, foster children and the disabled. 
Setting aside the immorality of deliberately tar-
geting the most vulnerable among us, child 
support enforcement dollars actually save the 
government money through reduced public as-
sistance costs. 

Then there’s higher education, whose $12.7 
billion cut accounts for about a third of this 
$39.7 billion conference agreement. Though 
$1.6 billion less than the House’s original dra-
conian proposal, $12.7 billion remains the sin-
gle largest cut to student aid in the forty year 
history of the Higher Education Act. The re-
sulting increase in interest rates, fees and 
other charges represents an unprecedented 
disinvestment in our students and their fami-
lies—at precisely the time our young people 
are going to need that education the most. 

We already know that college graduates 
earn $1 million more over their lifetimes than 
their cohorts who do not attend college, which 
gives taxpayers a tremendous return on their 
federal financial aid investment. Additionally, 
over the course of this past year scores of 
CEOs from across the country have repeat-
edly told this Congress that a highly educated 
workforce is a critical prerequisite for maintain-
ing America’s competitive advantage in the 
knowledge, information and innovation econ-
omy of 21st century. 

Given these realities, it is the height of 
penny wise, pound foolish bean-counting to 
put college even further out of reach for the 
generation of Americans who will have to face 
these challenges. Yet that’s precisely what this 
conference report does. 

Mr. Speaker, while I commend the con-
ferees for embracing substantial reforms I 
have long advocated regarding the need to 
end 9.5 percent guaranteed floor loans and 
strengthen oversight of schools acting as lend-
ers, this progress does not begin to redeem 
the damage done by the rest of the legislation. 

The $40 billion in spending cuts tonight’s 
proponents take such pride in pronouncing are 
in fact dwarfed by $110 billion in tax cuts this 
same Congress proposes to enact this year— 
tax cuts whose benefits flow disproportionately 
to the wealthiest in our society. 

That’s right: When all is said and done, the 
so-called Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 and its 
accompanying tax legislation will actually in-
crease the deficit by at least $70 billion over 
the next five years. 

Mr. Speaker, this fiscal policy is irrespon-
sible and it is unjust. I urge my colleagues to 
vote no. 
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BORDER PROTECTION, ANTITER-
RORISM, AND ILLEGAL IMMIGRA-
TION CONTROL ACT OF 2005 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TOM UDALL 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2005 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4437) to amend 
the Immigration and Nationality Act to 

strengthen enforcement of the immigration 
laws, to enforce border security, and for 
other purposes: 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Chairman, I 
rise today in opposition to H.R. 4437, the Bor-
der Protection, Antiterrorism, and Illegal Immi-
gration Control Act of 2005. 

The bill before us today is an unprece-
dented assault on both documented and un-
documented immigrants. It creates policies 
that are burdensome and that threaten those 
legitimately seeking asylum. 

It also creates new burdens on business. 
For example, the bill requires all employers to 
verify within two years that all of their new 
hires are in the U.S. legally. Those employers 
would have to verify the immigration status of 
all employees within six years. Not only is it 
extremely discriminatory to question the legal 
status of every new employee, this verification 
system also places an extremely unreason-
able burden on the private sector—both large 
and small businesses. Instead of creating a 
new level of bureaucracy for our business 
owners to have to follow, we just should en-
force the laws that we already have in place. 

The bill also expands mandatory detention 
of immigrants, including women and children 
who come to the United States seeking asy-
lum. Some of these people have been subject 
to crimes inconceivable to most Americans, 
and could be subject to even more egregious 
violations should they be denied asylum. We 
should not pass legislation that prevents refu-
gees and others seeking persecution from 
finding safety in our country. 

The bill also includes a provision requiring 
the construction of security fencing along por-
tions of our southern border that have high 
rates of illegal border crossing, with one of 
these sections being in my home state of New 
Mexico. This provision alone creates a false 
sense of security. Building this fence will not 
stop the flow of undocumented immigrants into 
this country—it will only force them to take an-
other route. Additionally, we are not in a posi-
tion to know what the environmental impact 
would be on a project of this size. It could se-
verely affect those millions of acres of land 
surrounding the border, as well as the wildlife 
living upon it. 

This bill misses the mark completely, by its 
arbitrary and burdensome provisions. We all 
agree that we need to reform our immigration 
system. However, Congress missed an oppor-
tunity to pass comprehensive immigration re-
form. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE LIFE OF DR. 
VANG POBZEB 

HON. MARK GREEN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 22, 2005 

Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, 
today I would like to commemorate the life of 
Dr. Vang Pobzeb, an extraordinary man who 
recently passed away on August 23, 2005 
after a life of passionate service to human 
rights and Hmong people across the globe. 

Dr. Pobzeb began his activism in the mid 
1970s and was among the first to achieve na-
tional recognition in the Hmong American 
Community. In 1987 he founded the Lao 
Human Rights Council—an organization de-

voted to improving the living conditions of 
Hmong people both in Laos and the U.S. Dr. 
Pobzeb was a tireless advocate for a people 
and culture that faced tremendous persecu-
tion, and he took every opportunity to remind 
the international community of the plight of the 
Hmong people in Laos. I was proud to work 
together with him, time and time again, in this 
fight. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct honor to com-
memorate the life of such an incredible man. 
Dr. Pobzeb was truly an exemplar of compas-
sion and dedication, and on behalf of the citi-
zens of Wisconsin’s Eighth Congressional Dis-
trict, I offer my condolences to his family, and 
pay tribute to his life of activism and sacrifice. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SESQUICENTEN-
NIAL OF SAINT JOHNS, MICHI-
GAN 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 22, 2005 

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the 150th anniversary 
of the founding of Saint Johns, Michigan. Saint 
Johns was established by John Swegles and 
a team of state officials and land speculators 
who purchased and platted Saint Johns based 
on information about a new railroad depot in 
Michigan. These speculators selected the site 
in 1853 looking to create a new town along 
the Detroit & Milwaukee Railroad, however it 
was not until 1856 that the railroad arrived in 
Saint Johns. 

Today, Saint Johns in affectionately known 
as Mint City, USA. The State of Michigan pro-
duces nearly enough mint flavor to make 6.9 
billion sticks of chewing gum each year, the 
majority of which is produced in and around 
Saint Johns in Clinton County, MI. Every Au-
gust, Saint Johns’ mint heritage is celebrated 
with an annual mint festival. 

Mr. Speaker, the City of Saint Johns has a 
rich history and a vibrant future. I ask all my 
colleagues to join me and the citizens of Saint 
Johns in recognizing the sesquicentennial of 
this historic Michigan city. 

f 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2863, 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2006 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Sunday, December 18, 2005 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in re-
luctant support for the conference report on 
the Fiscal Year 2006 Department of Defense 
Appropriations bill. 

As a veteran of the U.S. Army and as the 
Representative for Fort Bragg, Pope Air Force 
Base and numerous Guard and Reserve units, 
I strongly support our men and women in uni-
form and their families. This bill contains need-
ed funding for such necessary items as the 
military pay raise, body armor for our troops in 
Iraq and vehicle armor for the vehicles that 
carry them. The base bill is important legisla-
tion, and I strongly support it. 
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