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wounded veterans coming home from Iraq and 
Afghanistan are fighting for even basic health 
care, let alone health care in their distant gold-
en years. 

And there are other battles that need to be 
fought by these old warriors. Floyd Sears, one 
of the hardiest fighters on the grassroots bat-
tlefront, the leader of the Internet campaign for 
the restoration of military retiree health care, 
saw his home in Biloxi, Mississippi, destroyed 
by hurricane Katrina. He is living in an RV 
powered by a generator as he oversees the 
rebuilding of his house. Jim Whittington, 
Floyd’s best friend and comrade, lost elec-
tricity in his Laurel, Mississippi, home for al-
most a month. He is rebuilding his Internet 
business. Col. Day is over 80 years old now 
and is ready to move on and support our new 
generation of veterans. 

Yes, Mr. Speaker, the grassroots warriors 
have fought the good fight. As the Class Act 
Group closes its doors, we should honor them 
and thank them for all they have done for our 
country. They will always be heroes to me. 
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COUNTY HOME BUILDERS ASSO-
CIATION’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. MARK GREEN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 7, 2005 

Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my privilege to recognize before this House 
the Brown County Home Builders Association 
as they celebrate their 50th anniversary. 

As we all know, home ownership in this 
country has had quite a run over the last few 
years, with more Americans than ever before 
settling into their very own homes. Last year 
alone, 1.18 million families purchased single- 
family homes—a new record. This has had a 
direct impact on our economy at all levels, 
boosting revenues, attracting new business, 
and spurring community revitalization. 

The Brown County Home Builders have 
made the dream of homeownership a reality 
for thousands of families in northeastern Wis-
consin. For the last 50 years they have helped 
create safe and affordable housing opportuni-
ties for Brown County residents, raising the 
quality of life in communities throughout my 
district. Despite its humble beginnings, this 
great organization has grown from a mere 18 
members to over 1,100, and it shows no signs 
of slowing down. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize the 
Brown County Home Builders Association on 
this wonderful occasion. Fifty years is an out-
standing accomplishment, and on behalf of the 
citizens of Wisconsin’s Eighth Congressional 
District, I say congratulations. 
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Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, it is my privi-
lege, as a U.S. Representative, to acknowl-
edge my constituent, Mr. Joseph Stachon, on 

his retirement from the Chicago Police Depart-
ment, after serving a loyal career of 30 years 
with the force. 

Not only a dutiful police officer, Joe Stachon 
has been a loving husband to his wife Bar-
bara, and a loving father to his three children, 
Joseph, Julie and Jon, and most recently a 
new title of grandfather—one he will cherish 
the most, I am sure. 

Joseph Stachon has lived his adult life dedi-
cated to protecting his Nation, his city and his 
fellow veterans proudly. Joe served in the 
United States Army from 1968 to 1969 in the 
turbulent Vietnam war and earned the distin-
guished Bronze Star and Purple Heart medals 
for his courage and valor. After the war, he 
then started at the Chicago Police Depart-
ment, working 12 years in the 12th, 2nd and 
14th districts of Chicago. It was that experi-
ence and endless training that earned Joe his 
last 18 years with the forensic division of the 
Chicago Police Department. 

His contribution to his fellow man doesn’t 
stop there. Joe joined Johnson-Phelps VFW 
Post No. 5220 in Oak Lawn and, when asked, 
served five times as their post commander. 
His dedication to his fellow veterans continued 
as he served as the Third District commander 
and was a member of the VFW’s State of Illi-
nois Ways and Means Committee. 

It is fitting this evening that Joseph Stachon 
be remembered as a loyal brother in the Chi-
cago Police Department, a compassionate 
comrade to his fellow veterans and last but 
not least, a devoted husband and father to his 
wife and family. Joe, you have continually 
shared your time with many, have accom-
plished your life’s achievements; it is time now 
to sit back and enjoy these memories with 
your family. 

It gives me great pleasure to acknowledge 
the lifetime achievements of Mr. Joseph 
Stachon. I ask that my colleagues join with me 
in honoring this fine individual on his great 
service to our Nation and his community and 
wish Joseph great things as he celebrates the 
commencement of a new chapter in his life. 
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Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, I am very 
pleased that we are finally considering this 
crucial Terrorism Risk Insurance Act (TRIA) 
extension, which will provide necessary sta-
bility for our Nation’s economy in a post 9/11 
world. I have strongly supported this legisla-
tion from the outset, and I congratulate Chair-
man OXLEY and Ranking Member FRANK for 
their hard work to bring it to the floor. I urge 
my colleagues to vote in favor of this impor-
tant bill. 

A stable, secure insurance market is vital to 
the health of our national economy. More than 
4 years ago, the stability of the insurance in-
dustry, and all of our Nation’s policyholders, 
were put in jeopardy when insurers and rein-
surers lost more than $30 billion as a result of 
the 9/11 attacks. After these substantial 
losses, insurers were unable to make ter-
rorism insurance available, which left many of 
our Nation’s businesses vulnerable to unac-
ceptable risk. 

In response, Congress overwhelmingly 
passed TRIA to provide a temporary, limited 
Federal backstop in the event of another cata-
strophic terrorist attack. While we still expect 
the insurance industry to eventually develop 
methods for making terrorism insurance avail-
able without government support, the market 
has not yet stabilized to the point where this 
is possible. Extension of TRIA, which is nec-
essary to prevent the chill of development in 
our cities, has wide, bipartisan support, and 
should be enacted promptly. 
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IN HONOR OF JOHN CASTELLANO, 
AN AMERICAN SOLDIER 
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Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to speak on behalf of a valiant American 
soldier who, through no fault of his own, never 
became an American citizen. 1st Sgt. John 
Castellano of New York State and California 
was worthy of becoming an American citizen. 
I would like to tell you his story. 

John Castellano was a native of Sorrento, 
Italy. He joined the United States Army in 
1911. He served with the U.S. armed forces 
for more than 25 years with honor and distinc-
tion. For example, Sgt. Castellano served ad-
mirably in World War I and the Pacific Theater 
of Operations. For his valiant service, he was 
awarded numerous medals and ribbons, in-
cluding the ‘‘West Indies Campaign’’ ribbon, 
the VFW medal, and an award for bravely res-
cuing a man from drowning on July 21, 1921. 

Sgt. Castellano believed that he was a natu-
ralized U.S. citizen by dint of his service to the 
United States. Unfortunately, through cir-
cumstances unknown to us today, he was re-
quired but failed to fill out the necessary docu-
ments to become a U.S. citizen. As a result, 
he did not become the American citizen that 
he always believed he would become. Today, 
we have members of the Armed Services who 
assist foreign members of our armed forces to 
become U.S. citizens. According to recent 
newspaper articles, foreign soldiers serving 
with coalition forces in Iraq can become U.S. 
citizens in less than six months. And it is right 
to honor those who fight and risk their lives for 
this great country. Unfortunately, no one was 
able to assist Sgt. John Castellano, an Italian 
immigrant, to become a naturalized U.S. cit-
izen so many years ago. 

His family lives in my district. Members of 
the Castellano family learned of this tragedy 
only in recent years although John Castellano 
died in 1937. Since they learned of these cir-
cumstances, the family has been trying for 
several years to obtain posthumous citizenship 
for John. Unfortunately, the law does not allow 
John to become a U.S. citizen at this late 
date. Therefore, I am honoring Sergeant 
Castellano’s service to the United States, and 
want to state for the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
that his service and heartfelt love for this 
country is commendable and makes him wor-
thy of citizenship. 
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