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allow us in Congress to track how VA
manages its information technology
assets.

I cosponsored this legislation, and I
encourage my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes”
in support.

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. CORRINE BROWN).

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Chair-
man BUYER and Ranking Member
EVANS for bringing this important bill
to the attention of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

This legislation will empower the
chief information officer of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs to control and
influence information technology in
the Department.

I fully support H.R. 4061 and am very
pleased to be an original cosponsor.

This bill helps the Department of
Veterans Affairs construct a balanced,
responsive, and accountable system to
manage information technology at VA.

As we have all seen from the emer-
gencies that have recently affected this
country, it is important for all of the
computers to be able to communicate
with each other in every region. A vet-
eran needs to know that he or she will
be served when they enter any VA fa-
cility.

Under this bill, we are taking the
first steps to make sure this happens.

I encourage my colleagues to approve
this legislation.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. TURNER), a member of the com-
mittee.
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Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, I am a
cosponsor of H.R. 4061, the Department
of Veterans Affairs Information Tech-
nology Management Improvement Act
of 2005. This important legislation
would provide the Chief Information
Officer at the Department of Veterans
Affairs with future authority over in-
formation technology budgets, equip-
ment and personnel.

Importantly, this legislation will
centralize information technology at
the Department, increasing the ability
of the Department to serve veterans by
providing information more produc-
tively, and improve the delivery of
health care to Veterans.

Under this legislation, claims for vet-
erans will be processed more speedily,
waiting times for medical care will be
reduced, all veterans benefits will be
delivered more quickly, and medical
data for veterans will be improved
through more rapid updating. In short,
this legislation will not only improve
information technology at the Depart-
ment but will make a real difference in
improving the delivery of health care
and other benefits for our Nation’s vet-
erans.

This legislation will allow our vet-
erans to save time in accessing the
benefits to which they are entitled, im-
proving their experiences at the VA
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and improving their quality of life.
Should this legislation become law, the
Department of Veterans Affairs may
improve information technology man-
agement at the Department and help
better serve our veterans.

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from
South Dakota (Ms. HERSETH).

Ms. HERSETH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak in support of H.R. 4061,
the Department of Veterans Affairs In-
formation Technology Management
Improvement Act. This bill helps the
VA construct a balanced, responsive
and accountable system to manage in-
formation technology at the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

The Department Chief Information
Officer will be given the control and re-
sources necessary to manage informa-
tion technology department-wide.
Measures of effectiveness across the
administrations will be tracked and
should demonstrate that VA has be-
come a more effective organization.
The CIO will have control of the budg-
et, assets, personnel and systems nec-
essary to achieve this success.

Also under the bill, as the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. REYES) noted, a Dep-
uty CIO will be assigned to each of the
three administrations. In this capacity,
they are the principal advocates for the
business and mission needs of their re-
spective administrations at all levels
of use, from senior managers to end-
users throughout the field. The Deputy
CIO will be responsible to the Depart-
ment CIO for IT system alignment and
related matters but will otherwise be
in control of day-to-day IT operations
in their respective administration.

I, too, would like to congratulate
Chairman BUYER, Ranking Member
EvVANS, their staffs and all Members
who worked hard on working out this
improved IT management system for
the VA. I am glad to be a cosponsor of
this bill which will help our veterans.

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank my good friend, the ranking
member and Marine, LANE EVANS, for
his work and cooperation on this bipar-
tisan legislation. This is the way the
committee is supposed to work.

We have invested almost 6 years of
work on this to bring corrections to IT
systems, and I am glad that we have
been able to work together in a bipar-
tisan fashion to deliver a product to
this floor for which we can be proud of.

I would also like to commend the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-
RAKIS) and the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. STRICKLAND), the chairman and
ranking members of the Subcommittee
on Oversight and Investigations, for
their hard work in providing the over-
sight required to define these problem-
atic issues and helping to make needed
legislative changes to address these
shortcomings at the Department of
Veterans Affairs.

I would also like to reiterate my
thanks to the gentleman from New
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York (Mr. WALSH) for his support in
bringing accountability to VA’s IT pro-
grams within the appropriations proc-
ess.

I would also like to thank the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. REYES), Army
Vietnam vet, for his work on this and
the original cosponsorship, along with
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
BrROWN) and the gentlewoman from
South Dakota (Ms. HERSETH).

Finally, I would also like to thank
Art Wu, Len Sistek, Kimo Hollings-
worth, Ginny Richardson, and Risa
Salsburg for their diligence and dedica-
tion in serving our Nation’s veterans
on the committee, and also the staff di-
rectors, Jim Lariviere and Jim Holley,
both for the majority and the minor-
ity.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the Department of Veterans
Affairs Information Technology Man-
agement Improvement Act of 2005. This
is a bill whereby when we come to this
body we do not leave our experiences
behind. We are to learn from the past
and to plan for the future. We are to
modernize Federal governments, to cut
through the bureaucracy, and to create
workable solutions that will become a
standard that will be leveraged across
all departments of the government,
creating greater efficiencies, respon-
siveness to people, and saving money.
That is exactly what this product has
done, and it is being brought to the
floor in a bipartisan fashion, and so I
ask all my colleagues to support this.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
B0o0zMAN). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. BUYER) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R.
4061.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

————

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 4061.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

——
JOHN H. BRADLEY DEPARTMENT

OF VETERANS AFFAIRS OUT-

PATIENT CLINIC

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
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(H.R. 1691) to designate the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs outpatient
clinic in Appleton, Wisconsin, as the
“John H. Bradley Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Outpatient Clinic’’.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 1691

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. NAME OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS OUTPATIENT CLIN-
IC, APPLETON, WISCONSIN.

The Department of Veterans Affairs out-
patient clinic in Appleton, Wisconsin, shall
after the date of the enactment of this Act
be known and designated as the ‘“‘John H.
Bradley Department of Veterans Affairs Out-
patient Clinic”’. Any reference to such med-
ical center in any law, regulation, map, doc-
ument, record, or other paper of the United
States shall be considered to be a reference
to the John H. Bradley Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Outpatient Clinic.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. BUYER) and the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. REYES) each will con-
trol 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Indiana (Mr. BUYER).

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

John ‘“‘Doc” Bradley was a Navy
Corpsman during World War II and one
of six men who took part in the famous
flag raising on Iwo Jima. John Bradley
survived the war; and he passed away
on January 11, 1994. Before his death,
his family was asked not to answer
calls from the media; and his war his-
tory was boxed away to be forgotten.
However, after his death, in 1994, his
family found the box of letters and me-
mentos from John Bradley’s time serv-
ing his Nation during World War II.
John Bradley once told his children
that the real heroes on Iwo Jima were
‘“‘the guys who didn’t come back’.

After he participated in the now-cele-
brated flag raising on Mt. Suribachi,
John Bradley received the Navy Cross
for rushing to a wounded man’s aid in
heavy Japanese fire. He received sev-
eral shrapnel wounds to his legs a few
days later and was evacuated from the
combat zone to a hospital in Hawaii.

This legislation is cosponsored and
supported by the entire Wisconsin dele-
gation and also has the support of the
State’s major veterans service organi-
zations.

Mr. Speaker, I particularly would
like to thank my colleague (Mr.
GREEN) who represents the Eighth Con-
gressional District of Wisconsin for in-
troducing this most appropriate legis-
lation. He is a strong supporter of the
men and women who serve in our
Armed Forces and was chosen by the
Speaker of the House delegation to
lead a delegation to Afghanistan to re-
port on the progress of the war there.

I also might note that he was instru-
mental in placing the new veterans
outpatient clinic in Green Bay, Wis-
consin. He is a strong supporter of the
men and women we now call veterans.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
GREEN).
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Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman for yielding
me this time and for his leadership in
bringing this legislation forward.

Mr. Speaker, in all of America’s rich
history there are perhaps a few dozen
images that seem to summarize and
symbolize the American experience,
our struggles, our challenges and, yes,
our triumphs. One of those unforget-
table photographs is of six U.S. service-
men raising the stars and stripes over
Mount Suribachi on Iwo Jima.

As you know, that scene has been im-
mortalized by Hollywood and in count-
less publications. It makes up the U.S.
Marine Corps Memorial in Arlington
National Cemetery.

One of the brave men in that breath-
taking photograph is Pharmacist’s
Mate Second Class John H. Bradley.
The purpose of this legislation is, as
the chairman indicated, to rename the
wonderful veterans outpatient clinic in
Appleton, Wisconsin, for that man,
John Bradley.

As I hope my remarks will make
clear, there are many reasons why this
title is appropriate, reasons that go
well beyond a famous photograph.

John Bradley was born on July 10,
1923, in Antigo, Wisconsin, to parents
James and Kathryn. He was the second
of five children and spent his boyhood
years growing up in Appleton, Wis-
consin, in my congressional district.

In March of 1943, John enlisted in the
U.S. Navy as a Seabee, but strong pro-
test from his father led him to receive
training as a Navy Corpsman instead.
He was known as Doc Bradley and was
assigned to a United States Marine
Corps infantry battalion formed at
Camp Pendleton. He was then shipped
off to the island-hopping campaign in
the Pacific Theater of World War II.

One of the most deadly, and most im-
portant, parts of that campaign came
at Iwo Jima, where, over some 36 days,
70,000 American troops fought. That
battle claimed over 25,000 U.S. casual-
ties, including nearly 7,000 killed. The
famous flag-raising moment may be
how many people will remember Doc
Bradley, but, of course, there is so
much more to the story of Doc and his
comrades.

After he raised the flag on Mount
Suribachi, Doc Bradley rushed to the
aid of a wounded Marine under heavy
Japanese fire, and he did win the Navy
Cross for this selfless and heroic act.
Later, he received several shrapnel
wounds to his leg and was evacuated to
a hospital in Hawaii.

Upon completion of his service in
World War II, John moved back to Wis-
consin and settled in Antigo, where he
and his wife Betty raised eight chil-
dren. In the years after the war and
until his death in 1994, he maintained a
lifelong commitment to veterans and
to veterans health care. Interestingly
enough, Doc Bradley’s family never
knew he received the Navy Cross for
service until after he died.

Of the six men in that famous photo,
three were killed in the battle itself.
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The survivors were proclaimed almost
overnight heroes and symbols, some-
thing they were all uncomfortable
with. Doc Bradley told his children,
‘““the real heroes of Iwo Jima were the
guys who didn’t come back.” He never
displayed a copy of the famous flag-
raising photo in his home.

Mr. Speaker, Doc Bradley would be a
little embarrassed by having a clinic
named after him. After all, he did not
want glare and he did not want ac-
claim. However, his wife Betty has said
that this is a fitting tribute to Jack be-
cause the clinic is involved in health
care for veterans and because it is lo-
cated in the community where he was
raised.

Through his courage, his humility
and his commitment to his comrades
during and after the war, whether he
wanted to acknowledge it or not, John
“Doc”” Bradley does symbolize the
American serviceman and the Amer-
ican experience. I cannot think of a
better name for the Appleton clinic
than the John H. Bradley Department
of Veterans Affairs Outpatient Clinic.
Dedicated professionals work hard
there, and they do great things for our
veterans who deserve so much.

I am proud to honor one of Wiscon-
sin’s greatest veterans with this legis-
lation, and I strongly encourage the
support of my colleagues and again
thank the chairman for bringing this
legislation forward.

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, John H. Bradley, a
Pharmacist’s Mate Second Class, who
enlisted in the United States Navy in
January, 1943, was one of the six men
who raised an American flag at Mount
Suribachi during the battle of Iwo
Jima, an action that we all know now
has been immortalized in the Pulitzer
prize photo by Joe Rosenthal and the
subject of the statue at the Marine
Corps Memorial. He was a key part of
an event that recorded the soul of a
Nation in a time of great crisis.

Bradley was born in Antigo, Wis-
consin, as we have heard, and his fam-
ily moved to Appleton, Wisconsin,
where he grew up as a boy. He was as-
signed to the 28th Marine Corps Regi-
ment of the 5th Marine Division during
the assault on Iwo Jima. Two days
after landing with his regiment, he
earned the Navy Cross.

The citation accompanying his Navy
Cross cited extraordinary heroism in
action against the enemy at Iwo Jima
on February 21, 1945. It cited that dur-
ing a furious assault by his company
on the strongly defended enemy posi-
tion at the base of Mount Suribachi,
Bradley observed that a Marine infan-
tryman had fallen wounded in an open
area under a pounding mortar barrage
interlaced with merciless crossfire
from machine guns and small arms.
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With complete disregard for his own
safety, he ran through this intense fire
to the side of the fallen Marine and de-
termined that an immediate adminis-
tration of plasma was necessary in
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order to save that Marine’s life. He he-
roically shielded the injured man with
his own body and tied a plasma unit to
a rifle that he had planted upright in
the sand. After stabilizing the patient
and his injuries, Bradley pulled the
man some 30 yards through that in-
tense fire to safety.

His heroism did not end on that day.
A few weeks later, he was wounded in
both legs in a mortar attack. He re-
fused evacuation until he had finished
rendering aid to two other wounded
Marines. He was subsequently awarded
a Purple Heart for this action.

Bradley was a star attraction during
the Seventh War Bond Drive, where he
spoke in over 33 cities. This war bond
drive collected over $24 billion, which
is the largest borrowing from the
American people in the history of our
country.

Bradley was the last surviving mem-
ber, as we have heard, of the six flag-
raisers. He died in 1994 at the age of 70.
His son, James Bradley, is the author
of the book ‘‘Flags of Our Fathers: He-
roes of Iwo Jima.”

As has already been mentioned by
Chairman BUYER, this bill has the sup-
port of the Wisconsin delegation. It has
my full support. And today, where a
couple of hours ago we celebrated the
Marine Corps birthday, it is a fitting
tribute.

I urge all my colleagues to vote for
this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I thank the gentleman from Texas
for his support of this legislation and
once again for his fine work on the
Veterans’ Committee.

This bill before us will name the VA
outpatient clinic in Appleton, Wis-
consin, as the ‘‘John H. Bradley De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Out-
patient Clinic.”

In the State of Wisconsin, they have
a council; and this council is made up
of many veterans organizations. They
met on October 21 of 2005 to discuss
H.R. 1691. The council had a discussion,
a motion was made and was seconded
and carried a unanimous vote, no ob-
jections, to support the bill that is be-
fore us today.

The veterans organizations that were
in support of this legislation in the
State of Wisconsin and offer this under
the American people are the American
Legion, the VFW, the DAV, the Navy
Club of the USA, the Army Navy
Union, the Catholic War Veterans, Wis-
consin Vietnam Veterans, American
Ex-Prisoners of War, the Vietnam Vet-
erans of America, the U.S. Submarine
Veterans of World War II, the United
Women Veterans, Polish Legion of
American Veterans, Wisconsin Associa-
tion of Concerned Veterans Organiza-
tions, the Military Order of the Purple
Heart, Paralyzed Veterans of America,
the County Veterans Service Officers
Association, AMVETS, the Jewish War
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Veterans, and the Vietnam Veterans
Against the War. These are 24 of the
veterans organizations that supported
the gentleman from Wisconsin’s legis-
lation.

In closing, I believe we can tell a lot
about a mnation by the individuals
whom we choose to honor, and this is a
very appropriate means and manner to
honor one of America’s true heroes.
With that, I ask that all Members sup-
port H.R. 1691.

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of H.R. 1691, legislation that
would designate the Department of Veterans
Affairs outpatient clinic in Appleton, Wisconsin,
as the John H. Bradley Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Outpatient Clinic.

John “Doc” Bradley was a small town boy
from Antigo, Wisconsin, who answered the call
to duty to serve during World War Il. As a
Corpsman in the Navy, Doc Bradley partici-
pated in one of the defining events of our na-
tion’s history, the raising of the flag at Mount
Suribachi on Iwo Jima Island. The importance
of the capture of Mount Suribachi extends well
beyond its symbolic meaning and the inspira-
tion it provided to our nation’s military. The
victory at lwo Jima also served an important
strategic role by allowing the U.S. Army’s B—
29 bombers to make emergency landings on
the island, and helped lead to our triumph in
the battle for the Pacific.

Despite Doc Bradley’s numerous accom-
plishments as a soldier during World War I,
which include receiving the Navy Cross for
heroism, this brave American remained hum-
ble throughout his life and did not brag about
his many accomplishments. In fact, much of
Doc Bradley’s family did not know that he had
received a Navy Cross, one of the Navy’s
highest honors, until after his death.

| am pleased that this great honor is being
bestowed upon Doc Bradley today and would
like to close with his account of his participa-
tion in the flag-raising, which exemplifies the
grace and humility of this great American:
“People refer to us as heroes—I personally
don’t look at it that way. | just think that | hap-
pened to be at a certain place at a certain
time and anybody on that island could have
been in there—and we certainly weren’t he-
roes—and | speak for the rest of them as well.
That's the way they thought of themselves
also.”

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
support H.R. 1691, a bill to designate the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs outpatient clinic in
Appleton, Wisconsin, as the “John H. Bradley
Department of Veterans Affairs Outpatient
Clinic.” While Americans may not recognize
Mr. Bradley’s name, we have all been inspired
by his image.

John “Doc” Bradley was born in Antigo,
Wisconsin, on July 10, 1923. During World
War Il, he was assigned to the 28th Marines
of the 5th Marine Division, where he took part
in the Pacific campaign at lwo Jima, Japan. In
1945 Pharmacist's Mate Second Class Brad-
ley, along with five U.S. Marines, raised the
American flag on Mount Suribachi displaying
victory over the Japanese during the Battle of
lwo Jima.

This act became a lasting symbol of the
great bravery and courage of our troops, and
a never-ending display of the enduring Amer-
ican spirit. It is appropriately depicted in the
U.S. Marine Corps Memorial near Arlington
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National Cemetery. Mr. Bradley was awarded
the Navy Cross, Purple Heart, Presidential
Unit Citation with one star, American Cam-
paign Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal
with one star, and the World War Il Victory
Medal for “extraordinary heroism as a Hospital
Corpsman in action against enemy Japanese
forces on Iwo Jima.”

Upon Mr. Bradley’s return to Antigo after his
service, he owned a small business and gave
generously of his time to his community. He
passed away on January 11, 1994, after 47
years of marriage which was blessed with
eight children. He was the longest surviving
member of the six who “raised the flag on Iwo
Jima”. He rests in the peace that he deserves
as a national hero, in his hometown today.

It is truly appropriate to honor Mr. Bradley,
who gave so much to his country, as our
brave men and women of the armed services
continue to do today. | urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 1691.

Mr. BROWN of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise in support of H.R. 1691, a bill that
would name the VA outpatient clinic in Apple-
ton Wisconsin the “John H. Bradley Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Outpatient Clinic”.

John “Doc” Bradley died at the age of 70
on January 11, 1994. After his appearances at
the last bond tour, John married his childhood
sweetheart, Betty Van Gorp, and raised eight
children with her.

John served as a Navy Corpsman during
World War Il and was the longest surviving
member of the six who raised the second flag
on Iwo Jima.

Two days after landing with his regiment in
lwo Jima on his first campaign, Second Class
Bradley earned the Nation’s second highest
award, the Navy Cross, for “extraordinary her-
oism.”

Bradley rushed to the aid of a wounded Ma-
rine under heavy Japanese fire, bandaged his
wounds and then pulled the soldier 30 yards
to safety.

A few days later, Bradley received several
shrapnel wounds to his legs, and was evacu-
ated to a hospital in Hawaii.

John’s family had no knowledge of him re-
ceiving a Navy Cross until after his death. It is
a most appropriate honor that we name the
VA Community Based Outpatient Clinic lo-
cated in the town where he grew up, after the
quiet and unassuming Mr. John Bradley.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
B00ZMAN). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. BUYER) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R.
1691.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

———

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
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