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the American College of Surgeons. Through-
out his career, he was known for his tireless
efforts to ensure the inclusion of African Amer-
icans, women and other severely underrep-
resented minorities in the training and practice
of surgery. Dr. Organ passed away in Oakland
on June 18, 2005 at the age of 78.

A native Texan, Dr. Organ attended public
school in Denison, Texas and received his
B.S. degree from Xavier University in New Or-
leans, Louisiana.

Though he was initially accepted at the Uni-
versity of Texas medical school, he did not at-
tend after school officials discovered that he
was black and offered to pay his expenses if
he enrolled elsewhere. He instead chose to at-
tend Creighton University School of Medicine
in Omaha, Nebraska, where he received his
M.D. in 1952, and where he later completed
his surgical residency.

After serving as a Lieutenant Commander
MC in the U.S. Navy Medical Corps from 1957
until 1959, Dr. Organ joined the faculty of the
department of surgery at Creighton University
in 1960. There, he rose to the rank of pro-
fessor and chair of the department, and later
became a professor of surgery at the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center,
where he served from 1982 until 1988.

Dr. Organ came to Oakland in 1989 to es-
tablish and lead the University of California,
Davis/University of California, San Francisco
East Bay Surgery Department. In that role, he
became known for his work in building the de-
partment into a highly respected training pro-
gram, and made a concerted effort to recruit
and support African American students, par-
ticularly African American women, who were
studying to become surgeons. Throughout his
career he oversaw the training of dozens of
surgeons, all of whom looked to him for guid-
ance as a teacher and a mentor, and strived
to emulate the professional and personal ex-
cellence that marked his career and conduct.

While practicing medicine and educating
residents, Dr. Organ also served as a member
of a number of professional and academic
medical associations. He was the editor of the
prestigious Journal of American Medical Asso-
ciation’s Archives of Surgery for 15 years, and
in 1999 was honored by the American College
of Surgeons with its highest honor, the Distin-
guished Service Award. Over the course of his
career, he authored or co-authored more than
250 scientific articles and book chapters as
well as five books. In addition, Dr. Organ
spent many years serving as president of the
Society of Black Academic Surgeons, presi-
dent of the Board of Trustees of Xavier Uni-
versity, and as president of the Urban League
of Omaha.

On Wednesday, June 22, 2005, the family
and friends of Dr. Claude H. Organ, Jr. will
gather to pay tribute to his extraordinary life.
In addition to his myriad scientific and aca-
demic contributions to the surgical field, Dr.
Organ leaves a legacy of excellence in his
commitment to ensuring equality of opportunity
for all surgical students and residents. Dr. Or-
gan’s work as a healer, a teacher and a men-
tor changed countless lives, and | salute and
thank him for all that he has given to people
of the 9th Congressional District, the Bay Area
and our country.
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IN HONOR OF BART AND CHERRY
STARR AND THE RAWHIDE BOYS
RANCH

HON. MARK GREEN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 24, 2005

Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, it is
my honor and pleasure to recognize before
this House a wonderful program that has
helped hundreds of young men across Wis-
consin turn their lives around—the Rawhide
Boys Ranch.

Forty years ago an idea was born. The idea
was to start a program to help troubled boys
get a new start on life—a program that would
teach them how to become good citizens, hus-
bands and fathers. It was called the Rawhide
Boys Ranch, and since opening its doors so
many years ago hundreds of boys have suc-
cessfully passed through the program, becom-
ing positive, productive young men. Today,
Rawhide has grown into one of the most suc-
cessful faith-based programs in Wisconsin,
and it has literally paved the way for scores of
other organizations dedicated to helping young
folks.

In 1965, the year the Green Bay Packers
were crowned football world champions, quar-
terback Bart Starr was one of the most cele-
brated figures in professional sports. It was
then, while his star was shining brightest, that
Bart and his wife Cherry were approached by
a local businessman and his wife with the
dream for Rawhide Boys Ranch. Well, it didn’t
take John and Jan Gillespie long to sell the
Starrs on their dream, and a short while later
Rawhide was born. Since then, these remark-
able folks have spent countless hours men-
toring young men, raising funds, telling others
about their amazing program, and serving as-
shining examples for us all.

Mr. Speaker, when Rawhide Boys Ranch
was founded 40 years ago, no one could have
predicted it would become such an over-
whelming success. It has changed lives,
touched hearts, and given families hope that a
brighter future lies ahead. And, it is my distinct
privilege to recognize John and Jan Gillespie,
Bart and Cherry Starr, and the Rawhide Boys
Ranch today.

———

IN HONOR OF THE NBA CHAMPION
SAN ANTONIO SPURS

HON. LAMAR S. SMITH

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 24, 2005

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great enthusiasm that | rise today to recognize
our 2005 National Basketball Association
champions, the San Antonio Spurs.

After going head to head for 6 games, the
Spurs and the Detroit Pistons met for their
final showdown in San Antonio Thursday
night. In front of their hometown crowd, the
Spurs demonstrated once again why they are
the best team in the Nation.

Following a tight and evenly matched first
half, the Spurs pulled away from the Pistons
in the final quarter to win 81-74 over Detroit,
closing out an incredibly hard fought cham-
pionship series four games to three.
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Congratulations are also due to the Detroit
Pistons and their coach, Larry Brown, for put-
ting up a battle worthy of a championship se-
ries.

With the NBA’s number one and number
two defensive teams battling against one an-
other for the title, this was an exciting game
not only for the Alamo City, but for fans
around the Nation and in more than 200 na-
tions around the world where sports fans
watched and cheered.

Under the guidance of Coach Gregg
Popovich, the Spurs’ Tim Duncan, Manu
Ginobili, Tony Parker, Robert Horry, Bruce
Bowen, Nazr Mohammed, Brent Barry, Beno
Udrih, Rasho Nesterovic, Glenn Robinson,
Devin Brown, and Tony Massenburg played
valiantly to bring the NBA trophy back home to
San Antonio. My congratulations go as well to
the Spurs’ owners, Peter and Julianna Holt, as
well as the many other people in the Spurs or-
ganization.

Much credit is due to Tim Duncan, who with
25 points and 11 rebounds, was appropriately
named the Most Valuable Player of the Finals
series. This marks the third time he has won
the award for his outstanding athletic skills,
leadership and performance on the court.

This is the Spurs’ third championship victory
in franchise history. They won their first in
1999, followed by their second in 2003. Three
titles in 7 years isn’t just a magnificent accom-
plishment—it's a basketball dynasty.

Mr. Speaker, | want to congratulate and
thank Coach Popovich and all the Spurs play-
ers for an unforgettable season.

HONORING TASK FORCE PHOENIX
IV, THE 53RD BRIGADE COMBAT
TEAM

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 24, 2005

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, this
morning | had the great honor to join in cere-
monies at Camp Shelby, Mississippi as we
sent Task Force 1V, The 53rd Brigade Combat
Team headquartered in Pinellas Park, Florida
to join Operation Enduring Freedom in Af-
ghanistan.

The backbone of this task force operation is
a contingent of 1,200 citizen soldiers from
Florida National Guard units. They will be led
in this operation by Brigadier General John M.
“Mitch” Perryman, the first Florida General Of-
ficer to deploy and lead a Florida formation in
combat overseas since World War Il.

These 1,200 patriots from Florida, along
with 250 soldiers from units in Tennessee,
Kentucky, lowa, Nebraska, and Vermont, were
mobilized in April to begin their training and
preparation for this mission to train the Afghan
National Army. An advance party from the
53rd Brigade is already in Afghanistan pre-
paring for the arrival of this unit.

The 53rd Infantry Brigade has earned a na-
tional reputation for excellence and achieve-
ment in service to our Nation and our great
State of Florida. It was among the first units in
the Nation to be activated following the tragic
events of September 11, 2001. Their mission
was to guard airports, seaports and nuclear
facilities.

Members of the 53rd also proudly served
side by side with Special Operations forces,
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