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To amend the Ommnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to
clarify the procedures and conditions for the award of matching grants
for the purchase of armor vests.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Marcu 20, 2000
Mr. VISCLOSKY introduced the following bill; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary

JuLy 21, 2000

Additional sponsors: Mr. LoBIoNDO, Mr. KLINK, Mr. FRANKS of New Jersey,
Mr. FrRANK of Massachusetts, Mr. McINNIS, Mr. NADLER, Mrs. Rou-
KEMA, Mr. WEINER, Mr. CUNNINGHAM, Mr. HOYER, Mr. GREENWOOD,
Mr. WyxN, Mrs. JOnNsoN of Connecticut, Mr. BENTSEN, Mr. WOLF,
Mr. CrAMER, Mrs. MORELLA, Mr. HINCHEY, Mr. LATOURETTE, Mrs.
TAUSCHER, Mr. TAYLOR of North Carolina, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. ABER-
CROMBIE, Mr. BisHop, Mr. CoNDIT, Mr. COSTELLO, Ms. DANNER, Mr.
EDpWARDS, Mr. ETHERIDGE, Mr. GREEN of Texas, Mr. HoLT, Mr. MAS-
CARA, Mr. MCGOVERN, Ms. SANCHEZ, Mr. THOMPSON of California, Mr.
Towns, Ms. WooLsEy, Mr. SMITH of Washington, Mr. McINTYRE, Mr.
McDerMOTT, Mr. DELAITUNT, Mr. SOUDER, Mr. GEJDENSON, Mrs.
Capps, Mr. MORAN of Virginia, Mr. TAYLOR of Mississippi, Ms.
DELAURO, Mr. LAFALCE, Mr. BaLDpAccr, Mrs. THURMAN, Mr. COYNE,
Mr. BERMAN, Mr. OXLEY, Mr. KILDEE, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BROWN of
Ohio, Mr. BracoJevicH, Mrs. MINK of Hawaii, Mr. TRAFICANT, Mr.
BUYER, Mr. JouN, Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island, Mr. STUPAK, Mr.
Laldoop, Mr. Frost, Mr. LatoaMm, Mr. McHucen, Mr. BAKER, Mr.
WELDON of Pennsylvania, Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania, Ms. BROWN of
Florida, Mr. BONIOR, Mr. PAYNE, Mr. SWEENEY, Mr. STRICKLAND, Mr.
DrurscH, Mr. DEFAZ10, Mr. MALONEY of Connecticut, Mr. WISE, Mr.
ACKERMAN, Mr. GUTIERREZ, Mr. HOLDEN, Mr. HASTINGS of Florida,
Mr. OLVER, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. RAtIALL, Mr. SERRANO, Ms. McCARTIIY
of Missouri, Ms. CARSON, Mr. S1s1sky, Mr. Saxton, Mr. HoBsoN, Mr.
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HavEs, Mr. ENGEL, Mr. KNOLLENBERG, Mr. MATSUI, Mr. LIPINSKI,
Mrs. Lowey, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. FILNER, Mr. STARK, Mr.
TierNEY, Mr. DIcks, Mr. REYES, Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California,
Mr. Borski, Mr. Cray, Mrs. MYRICK, Mr. SPRATT, Mr. BARCIA, Mr.
GILMAN, Mr. PRICE of North Carolina, Mrs. CHRISTENSEN, Mr. RILEY,
Mr. DixoN, Mr. FLETCHER, Mr. CROWLEY, Mr. INSLEE, Mr. TANNER,
Ms. SLAUGHTER, Mr. CooK, Mr. EvaNs, Mr. LampsoN, Mr. WaLsH, Mr.
McNuLry, Mr. SAWYER, Mr. KuciNicd, Mr. ROEMER, Mr. GOODE, Mr.
Krrczra, Mr. UnALL of Colorado, Mr. LiucaAs of Kentucky, Mr. FOLEY,
Mr. Ny, Mrs. EMERSON, Mr. BILBRAY, Mr. NETHERCUTT, Mrs.
NorTHUP, Mr. PORTER, Mr. DOOLEY of California, Mr. RANGEL, Ms.
DeGETTE, Mr. Mica, Mr. GORDON, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. PICKERING,
Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania, Mr. SPENCE, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr.
GILLMOR, Ms. BERKLEY, Mr. WELLER, Mr. RamMSTAD, Mr. POMEROY,
Mr. DaAvts of Illinois, Mr. SKEEN, Mr. YOUNG of Florida, Mr. SITERMAN,
Mr. LiaNTOS, Mr. BOoEOHLERT, Mr. IHORN, Mr. BATEMAN, Ms. PELOSI,
Mr. UpaLnL of New Mexico, Mrs. KELLY, Mrs. FOWLER, Mr. PHELPS,
Mr. SHAYS, Mr. SNYDER, Mr. LEWIS of Georgia, Mr. PICKETT, Mr. BLI-
LEY, Ms. Estoo, Mr. MARTINEZ, Mr. BiLiraxis, Mr. Ruso, Mr. Ro-
MERO-BARCELO, Ms. KAPTUR, Mrs. JONES of Ohio, Mrs. MCCARTHY of
New York, Mr. WaxmaN, Mr. Wamp, Mr. KIND, Mr. MOLLOIIAN, Mrs.
MALONEY of New York, Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA, Mr. ROTIIMAN, Ms. LEER,
Mr. DoYLE, Ms. RIVERS, Mr. GIBBONS, Mr. EHRLICH, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr.
Camp, Mr. WEYGAND, Mr. BAIRD, Mr. MOORE, Mr. FARR of California,
Mr. SABoO, Mr. MEEHAN, Mr. FORBES, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. CLEMENT,
Mr. Baca, Mr. MEEKS of New York, Mr. OWENS, Mr. MURrTHA, Mr.
Forp, Mrs. NApoLITANO, Ms. VELAZQUEZ, Mr. GONzALEZ, Mr.
RODRIGUEZ, Mr. JENKINS, Mr. KOLBE, Mr. BECERRA, Ms. ROYBAL-AL-
LARD, Mr. CAapUANO, Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas, Mr. AN-
DREWS, Mrs. CLAYTON, Ms. MILLENDER-McDONALD, Mr. CANNON, Mr.
SANDLIN, Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. Wu, Mr. HUTCHINSON, Mr. PASTOR, Mr.
JACKSON of Illinois, Mr. BARRETT of Wisconsin, Mr. LARSON, Mr.
Lucas of Oklahoma, Mr. REYNOLDS, Mr. HiNxoJOSA, Mr. UpTON, Mr.
Bacraus, Mr. Osg, Mr. CoBURN, Mr. QUINN, Mr. LUTHER, Mr.
CuMMINGS, Mr. ScorT, Mr. HASTINGS of Washington, Mr. HALL of
Ohio, Mr. CoBLE, Mr. KANJORSKI, Ms. MCKINNEY, Ms. JACKSON-LEE
of Texas, Mr. SAaLMON, Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon, Mr. LARGENT, Mr.
KuykeNDALL, Ms. NORTON, Mr. CALVERT, Ms. DUNN, Mr. YOUNG of
Alaska, Ms. KiLPATRICK, Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr. Smows, Mr.
TERRY, Mr. PASCRELL, Mr. WELDON of Florida, Mr. MANZULLO, and
Mr. SHIMKUS

JuLy 20, 2000

Reported with an amendment, committed to the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union, and ordered to be printed
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[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

[For text of introduced bill, see copy of bill as introduced on March 20, 2000]

A BILL

amend the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets
Act of 1968 to clarify the procedures and conditions
for the award of matching grants for the purchase of
armor vests.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Bulletproof Vest Part-
nership Grant Act of 20007
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) the number of law enforcement officers who
are killed in the line of duty would significantly de-
crease if every law enforcement officer in the United
States had the protection of an armor vest;

(2) according to studies, between 1985 and 1994,
709 law enforcement officers in the United States
were feloniously killed wn the line of duty;

(3) the Federal Bureaw of Investigation estimates
that the risk of fatality to law enforcement officers
while not wearing an armor vest 18 14 times higher

than for officers wearing an armor vest;
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(4) according to studies, between 1985 and 1994,

bullet-resistant materials helped save the lives of more
than 2,000 law enforcement officers in the United
States; and

(5) the Executive Committee for Indian Country
Law Enforcement Improvements reports that violent
crime in Indian country has risen sharply, despite a
decrease in the national crime rate, and has con-
cluded that there is a “public safety crisis in Indian

country”.

SEC. 3. MATCHING GRANT PROGRAM FOR LAW ENFORCE-

MENT ARMOR VESTS.

(a) MATCHING FUNDS.—Section 2501(f) (42 U.S.C.

14 37961l(f)) of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets
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Act of 1968 1s amended—

(1) by striking “The portion” and inserting the

Jollowing:

“(1) The portion”;

(2) by striking “subsection (a)” and all that fol-
lows through the period at the end of the first sentence
and nserting “subsection (a)—

“(A) may not exceed 50 percent; and

“(B) shall equal 50 percent, if—
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“(1) such grant is to a unit of local
government with fewer than 100,000 resi-
dents;

“(11) the Director of the Bureaw of Jus-
tice Assistance determines that the quantity
of vests to be purchased with such grant is
reasonable; and

“(11) such portion does not cause such
grant to wviolate the requirements of sub-
section (e).”’; and

(3) by striking “Any funds” and inserting the

Jollowing:

“(2) Any funds”.

(b) ALLOCATION OF FUNDS.—RSection 2501(g) (42
U.S.C. 3796ll(g)) of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe
Streets Act of 1968 1is amended to read as follows:

“(g) ALLOCATION OF FUNDS.—Funds available under
this part shall be awarded, without regard to subsection (c),
to each qualifying unit of local government with fewer than
100,000 residents. Any remaining funds available wunder
this part shall be awarded to other qualifiing applicants.”.

(¢c) APPLICATIONS.—Section 2502 (42 U.S.C. 3796ll—
1) of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of
1968 1is amended by inserting after subsection (c¢) the fol-

lowing new subsection:
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“(d) AppLICATIONS IN CONJUNCTION WITH PUR-
CHASES.—If an application under this section is submatted
m conjunction with a transaction for the purchase of armor
vests, grant amounts under this section may not be used
to fund any portion of that purchase unless, before the ap-
plication is submatted, the applicant—

“(1) recetves clear and conspicuous notice that
receipt of the grant amounts requested in the applica-
tion 1s uncertain; and

“(2) expressly assumes the obligation to carry
out the transaction regardless of whether such
amounts are recewved.”.

(d) DEFINITION OF ARMOR VEST.—Paragraph (1) of
section 2503 (42 U.S.C. 379611-2) of such Act is amended—

(1) by striking “means body armor” and insert-
g the following: “means—

“(A) body armor”; and

(2) by inserting after the semaicolon at the end

the following: “or
“(B) body armor which has been tested
through such voluntary compliance testing pro-
gram, and found to meet or exceed the require-
ments of NIJ Standard 0115.00, or any subse-

quent revision of such standard;”.
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(¢) INTERIM DEFINITION OF ARMOR VEST.—For pur-
poses of part Y of title I of the Omnibus Crime Control
and Safe Streets Act of 1968, as amended by this Act, the
meaning of the term “armor vest” (as defined in section
2503 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 37966ll-2)) shall, until the date
on which a final NIJ Standard 0115.00 1s first fully ap-
proved and implemented, also include body armor which
has been found to meet or exceed the requirements for pro-
tection against stabbing established by the State in which
the grantee 1s located.

(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—Section
1001(a)(23) of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets
Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3793(a)(23)) is amended by striking
the period at the end and inserting the following: *, and

$50,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2002 through 2004.”.
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A BILL

To amend the Ommibus Crime Control and Safe
Streets Act of 1968 to clarify the procedures and
conditions for the award of matching grants for
the purchase of armor vests.

Jury 20, 2000

Reported with an amendment, committed to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the State of the Union,
and ordered to be printed
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