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F
rom locating orphaned oil wells 

in farm fields to detecting land 

subsidence near interstates, the 

state of Ohio and many of its 

local governing entities are finding new pur­

poses for orthoimagery and LiDAR data. 

Woolpert - an architecture, engineer­

ing and geospatial (AEG) firm headquar­

tered in Dayton, Ohio - is collecting 

updated LiDAR data for the entire state 

as part of the U.S. Geological Survey 

(USGS) 3D Elevation Program (3DEP). 

The Ohio 3DEP program coincides with 

ongoing aerial imagery collections to sup­

port the Ohio Statewide Imagery Program 

(OSIP). The multi-year contract is set up 

as a cooperative purchasing agreement 

to allow counties and municipalities to 

take advantage of economies of scale and 

choose from a wide array of products. 

These derivative products include 

ortho and oblique aerial imagery, con­

touring, parcel mapping, GIS base map­

ping, and remote sensing to detect land 

use, land cover, crop delineation and 

change detection. 

The demand from the public and 

private sectors for the latest datas­

ets continues to rise, with more than 

60 of Ohio's 88 counties having par­

ticipated in the program, according to 

David Blackstone, executive director 

of the Ohio Geographically Referenced 

Information Program (OGRIP). 

"From the traditional mapping per­

spective, we had ideas of what orthoim­

agery could be used for during our first 

iteration in 2006," Blackstone says. "The 

data and the sensors have gotten better 

and more accurate over time, and what's 
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