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CONSTITUTION. 

At n meeting of the inhahitnnts of Racine 
l'ountv held at the house of B··nj. Fcl~h 
m safd county June 6th 1837, the Hon 
Gilbert Knapp was appointed Pre.~. 
Richard i\IiJler Vice Prest and WilJjam 
Bullen Secretary, and Jason Lathrop Ast. 
Secretary of said meeting. 
On motion, Eldad Smith, Walter Cooley, 

Zadock Newman, Marshall M. Strong, 
Samttel Marrs, Isaac G. Northway, Oren 
Stephens, E. S. SiU, Jason Lathrop, John 
Cogswell,E G. Ayre, were appointed a com· 
miuee to report resol 11tions for the consider· 
ation of the meeting. 

'£he committee after a short absence, re
turned and asked further time to consider the 
subject committed to their charge 

·when, on motion made, the meeting ad
journed to the 20th lnst. to meet at the bouse 
of Mr. Montgomery. 
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. 1 une 20Lh, mct.agrcooblc to adjournment; 
"'hen the. fol!owmg preamble, Uesolutions 
:md. Consutu~tons were reported by Eldnd 
Srruth, Chairmnn of the committee nnd 
adopted. ' 

"nereas Lhe settlers of Racine county, 
hB,·e removed to, nnd set~ led in this country 
for the -purpose of bcuermg their condition 
by Agncultural and other pursuits, the in
du~ements and ~ncouragcmC'nts of which 
bemg here so ltberally extcudctl to Emi
grants, not only in a rich reword of nn abun
dant product from the fertility of the soil, 
but also in the liberal price whtch those pro
ductscommand: And wht:r!'asthe Goo !!'Tess 
of the United States, by the rt~pcntcd ~ge 
of pre-emption laws, 1mpresst-d us with a 
reasonable belief that the s:uoe policy would 
continue to be pursued for the benefit of the 
settlers on the public lands, who by their 
recent settlement, could not be included un
der the provisions of the laSt pro-emption 
Jaw: And whereas the settlements in this 
section of the country hGve been generally 
so recently formed, t~a~ a pre-emption law 
.-ootoining such provtstons aa tbot rQportcd 
during the last session of Cong ress, would 
not embrace the c:ase of a large number of 
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. tl but would leo ve their 

rneritonous set e~s, by those who 
improvements subJect to entry . . ew 

hereoften·isitthe country wuh a VI 11 
mBy hose lana. And whereas under a 
to pure · h.' 
the circumstances, the-people of .t IS roun: 
ty could not witness. w1th?ut emonon,tbe1~8 crifice of property and Improvements, . 

roduct of their own Labors, together wtth 
~heir fondly cherished bopes of the futur e 
enjoyment of their newly formed bo~es. 
And whereas in order to secure the frt~ tts of 
their bbors in n penceabl~; and eqUitable 
manner. it is ueces..<>nry that certain rulE'S and 
regulations should be adopted by the st:ttlers 
whereby the right of occupnncy shall be 
determined. 

Therefore be it 
R~solvctl, by the people of Rac ine coun

ty in general meeting nSS('mbltod. that they 
do now adopt, and will to the beSt of the ir 
abilities, suStain in force of obligation, t.he 
tbllowing rules and r egulations. 
Ro~ I.-Any adult citizen whohupr!

or to tb.is ~te ~a. claim on one or more 
quarter secbons exceeding io all t\Vo 
11uo.rter ae~tiona o larul, (unleaa tiM --.., 
bve ~om!luttee ahaU, in c~qiiDCe o1 Uo 
terwve •mprovementa at th~ time llllllltt.-
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~or the want of timber dec:idc that foor ~· h 
Improvements tb . ouC 
•heJJ . . e person mnkmg the s:une 
• u m certam cases, h ld 
ters in add' · ·) d- 0 o~o or two qnar-
f . lhon • an nny mmor of then 

0 
Sl.l.,ecn and 0 ''1!t, who hns mode 0 clni~ 

~e~ one ~ltnrter nnd not to exceed one qunr· 
. scc~on °~ lan.d, shall htwe o right to re· 

tam S!u.d cla1ms m possession in a compli· 
once Wttb the conditions contained in the 
rules ooopted by this meetin~. 

Rut E 2.-~fa person chums onoqunrtcr 
o!lly, hP shall •mpro,•e nnd cultivnto within 
SIX:J~~ontbs from tbe time of cntcrinll' such 
clmm at lenst three acres, 11nd withm one 
year from the time of making roid entry 
shnll erect and finish a hou~e thereon mota· 
ble for the residence of a fumily, or inStead 
of building a bouse, to improve ond cuhi· 
vnte three acres more on mid chum. 

R tl L£ 3.-lf a person c laims t 11 o qunner 
sections he shoJI improve and cuhivato witb· 
m six rilombs from the time of entering 
such claim at least ten acres, und within one 
year from making such entry. shall erect 
and finish a house tbortN)D suitable for the 
residence of a family, or instead thereof ~o 
cukiftte 110d improve five acres more on sud 
ol·iriat. 
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Ru1.E 5.-A.ll claims made in the name 
of any person who is not nn inhabitant of 
this county shall be forfeited, unless t11o per· 
son in whose name they are made shall toke 
actual possession of them before the first day 
of Sept. next, and commence making im· 
provemen1s thereon, according to tho regu· 
lations ilils day adopted; and no person shall 
be allowed to hold rutr claim in this county 
unless be be an actua residem in t.he same, 
ond anyclaimno,Hegularly made that is not 
nuw or shall not bo recorded before the first 
clay of August next shall be considered as 
no claim and may be occupied by tilly per· 
son that may choose to take it, pro••idccl how· 
ever, that, shooldany person hold one or two 
quarter sections by purchase he shall have 
six months to dispose of 1 he $lltne by com· 
plying with the rules and regulations adop· 
tccl by this meeting. 

RuLE 6.- No person shall make a claim 
on any tract which bO$ been taken and reg· 
ularly entered according to the rules and 
regulations of the old constitutiom uoless 
auch person shall neglect to tnBke ei&Ch im· 
provemente 88 are \lreecl'ibed by· the~~~ rule. 
within the time limited therefor, but in caae 
aay d•im•nt shall neglect ld improve ia tM 

• 
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ml\y be nblo to present n truo list of all 
cltumnnts on the day of !ale whereby each 
p<'rson will be secured in his just rights, it is 
required when any pcr80n shnl! purc~t~sea 
claim from another, h o shall •mmediately 
~rive th~ regiSter notice thcreo(, and have the 
transf~r made in his own nrunc; and the re
gister shnll be entitled to twenty five cents 
for milling such tmnsfer. 

R o LJ: I 0.-\\~cnever the lands in this 
county sbnll be brought into market, the ex
ecutive committee sho.ll appoint nn ageru to 
bid off the lands in behalf of the settlers 
1vb'"P daims ore entered on the book of 
Registry. and no person shall in any case 
be countenanced in bidding in opposition to 
said a gem on behalf of the settlers. 

RoLJ: lt.-ln any case when a person 
$ball claim one qunrtcr section of prairie and 
one quancr sect~ on of timber wlricb sba ll be 
disconnected, the amount of improvement 
required f~r beth of said qua~ters may be 
done on 01thcr, os may b011t su•t the convt ni 
<'nco of tho claimant. 

RoLE 12.-'rhat the county shall be di
vided into four districl.!, and a register shall 
be nppointcd in each diatrict who abail keep 
a ma p of hia district and write the name of 

( I l ) . 
n ner section w hleh 

tho ol~jj~~ ~~~j~~ t~~he inspect!: ~t~:e 
ma~~owishing t.O S('e the S:.~~~bf'r One in 
per ond frnctionoltown he first district, 
towns 1 U onsutute t _ 
th.is count)' s JO c nd frnrtional town nu.m 

d nil the towns n. be second disnct. 
on all nsutntc t umber 
her two sll co d fracuonn.l tow:n ~ d 
all the towns~ the tlrird dil>tnct. an 
.L-ee shall consmute . al town number 
uu 1d f racuon . . 
all the towns nt r. 1n~ dt~~nct. r. ur sbnll constitute the Ol. ve ond jwlicin.L 
o , 13 -'L'he exccuu da atten-R uu; · 1 . ive for cncb ys 
comtniuee simi .~ee~ nny cnu~c. on" doll:u 
dance for the tn• 0 •tral·d fees 
each tl'ith the eustomar~tbcrof cl.u.irns bnve 

Wberens n Lnrgd nu the ohl constitution. 
been registered un er the re ister of each 
it shall be the du.tby of h ccr!ficnte without 

. • t nscrl c sue distn ct to rn 
1 

. Qllt 

any charge to t~,e ~ 01~nll. be a central e:oc· 
R u Lt: 14.-, I here . cd for tb.e county 

oculivo commnt~e ap~mt consisting of five 
of Racine by tlus mceung, int a register of 
members, who shallr ahp~ own board. who 

laims and a clerko I etr . oceedings. 
~ keep a min~~ of ;:=.,P:, the io&er
llld appoml such .,..,er o ""Wie, u4 iaU 
e&l of &be aettlcn may r.., 
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mtrring:s of 1 he people w h<'n t~ey may th.ink 
it Ul'<:I'SSI\ry for the general mtorest, or for 
the purf10Sc of amending there rules, or for 
or her surj)OScs. 'l' hrce or more members 
of sai committee shall form a quol'um fo.r 
the trnnl'acl.ion of business. and a \'Ote of a 
majority of the members present at anv 
meeting shn II decide any question before 
them, que&ions ol appeals included. The)• 
shall :\lso haYe power to fill l'llCMcies in 
their own board. 

Rt"LE 1.5-..uJ disputes that may arise 
between ditfcn·nt claimants to the same par
ed or tnlct of hnd. sha 11 be submitted to 
the ar~irrnuon and decision of the judicial 
comnun(•c, to consist of three person~ within 
and for the precrnct or district in which said 
d~,p.ut~d tra~t shall lie; and either party 
tcding aggne1·ed by any decision that may 
be lllllde lx.fore the judicial committee as 
uforcsaid, shall have the right of appealit!g 
therefrom to the executive committee who 
shall constitute a board for the trial of ap
peals. o.ud their decision shall be linal and 
conclusive bctwe~n the parties, provided ihat 
no appc~l. shull m nn_y o.~c be taken from 
the decrsron of the Jttdicutl committee as 
aforesaid, unless the pany appealing shall 
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l rs after the making 
within li~Cn~y four h'd~cision, pay or cause 
and pubhslung su\ t may have been a war· 
to be paid all ~o,rs t d rovided also, that the 
dcd against hrm :. an t:rore proceeding to 
executive com~mebrougbt before th~ by 
hear any qucstto~ tho parties to enter mto 
appeal, shall reqlllro . uch sums as the 
bonds each to t~eot~lld~cm proper con• 
exccuti••e com~llttec d rfoon in all re· 
dirioni:d to ~brdc, d~ nn f:1 decide. order 
spectS as sa.d c_ommmcc s ref us' so to give 
or direct and er!!:c~ pa~cfore :fc1 commit· 
bonds shall not "" ~a r ••er shnll be 
tee, but the matter m ~onu~m ;!d a deci
tnkcn pro·co11Jcsso o~nst 
sion entered accordtngly. I . nt shall 

-When any C B!IDII • 
_RuL£ 16. cstion of settlement in relallon 

bnng _any qlr I . before the judicial com· 
to a dispu~e< c atm led from the de
mittne, or shall hav~ append · h trial of 
.· ion of snid cornmlllce ~ wls n. . . 
~h~ same before the exccuuve_conuUJttee_.,,~ 
shall be tho duty of such cla~t ttho gi 

. . 1 1 • . days notice to e OJl" in wrrtrng nt ens 81 ~ d place of the 
positc party o£ the ttm~ an d either of 
meeting of such comnultee 8D h 
sald committees shu II proeee_d to "!ll' IIDY 
diapute. unlea satisfactory emeace ... . Jio-
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liu~td of thr ~rvice of Ml 1~e ali>"""''~ but 
if u oball nppcor tlutt n<>l••·c haa he-m gi•m 
and the op~ite patty doc not np1wnr, thuu 
they may proc:et<lto he#r upartt c1·idencu, 
or lkljouro co somu tinure pcrioo, not les:t 
than two nor more than thtny <ltly$, nsjus· 
uce and the ci:rcucru1anccs of cuch pnrticu
lar case should require. lllld in nil cnsos of 
•djournml:DC. nocieo thereof sholl bu giver\ 
to , the absent part}' 
, RuLE Ji.-lu conduc1ing all trinls by 
euher of said comm.inecs os nforcsnid, and 
in making MY and oil decisions therein. 
rud commiueesshnJl be gO\'I)fJI(!(.) Strictly by 
the roles and rcgulutions this tiny adopted. 
a.ud by the principles ofju~tico ond equicy 
and the committee shall hn,·u the power to 
.djwlge such a sum to the party to whom the 
claim slull of right belong, ns n rcmuner· 
mion for costs and charges io nnd about wd 
trial, ns to them shllll seem just and equitn· 
ble 

RuL.& 18.-It sbnll bo the duty of tbeju· 
dicial eommiltee, in all casts not ap· 
pealed from within tw~nty rour b~urs. and 
of the executive comm1ttco Jmmcd•otely up
on making any decision lo make out IWil.de
livor 10 the party in whose lAvou.raach de-
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• ISJon sholl bo mculc, a cert,6cntc thertof· 
and ruch ccrtific:~tc shall bo sufficient au~ 
thorny for tho Register to enter tho tract of 
lnnd therein described in the nome of •nr h 
pnrty ; and previous entry or entries to the 
contrary notwi1hstnnding; and such pony 
s~nll thereupon be entitled to take posses· 
s•on of such tmcL without any limber judi· 
cia! proceeclj0 gs. 

Ruu 19.-Those rules and regulations 
shnll bo antl remain in force until ohnnged 
by the people in genernl meeting; convened 
byo call of the board of the e:.:eeutivc com· 
mitte~. by n notice published at ll'tl.st twen
ty dnys previous to the doy oppomted for 
said meeting. 

The execuuve and judicial committcta 
shall each h:~ve power to put the rightful 
own en of claims in possess• on of the 1111me, 
nnd shall ha"e authority to carry imo etree1 
niJ their decisions io relation lo claims in dis
pute, and every signer of the constitut}on .ia 
requectcd and will be e~ted to ~ss181 an 
the execution of any deewon of e1ther of 
aid Commilteee in regard to any claim or 
claims which may hue been acted 11pon by 

the.!!'\ :......a 
The fllllowing gentlemen wtre appo-

• 
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the Executive Committee for the county of 
Racine, viz. 

Charles Durkee, Isaac G Northway. 
Eldad Smith, Alfred Carev. 
Orrin Stevens, • 
Resolved, that the above rules and regu-

lations together with the proceeding;of this 
meeting be published in the Mihnukee and 
Chicago papers and that B. B. Carey, Esq. 
Superintend and procure the publication of 
the same. 

GILBERT KNAPP, President. 
RICHARD MILLER, V. President. 
WILLIAM BULLEN, Secretary, 
I ASON LATHROP, Assistant Sec' y . 
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