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CONSTITUTION.

At a meeting of the inhabitants of Racine
county held at the house of Benj. Felsh
in said county June 6th 1837, the Hon.
Gilbert Knapp was appointed Prest.
Richard Miller Vice Prest. and William
Bullen Secretary,and Jason Lathrop Ast.
Secretary of said meeting.

On motion, Eldad Smith, Walter Cooley,
Zadock Newman, Marshall M. Strang,
Samuel Marrs, Isaac G. Northway, Oren
Stephens, E. S. Sill, Jason Lathrop, John
Cogswell.E G. Ayre, were appointed a com-
ﬁitte& to report resolutions for the consider-
ion of the meeting. ' -

The committee after a short absence, re-
turned and asked further time to consider the .
subject committed to their charge. 3
hen, on motion made, the meeting ad-
journed to the 20th Inst. to meet at the house
~ of Mr. Montgomery.
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June 20th, met agreeable to adjournment : < orious settlers, but would leave their
when the ‘ﬁ:tllowing preamble, l-!tes-}lutiun; ' . :':r:.l::emts subject toentry by those ?hﬂ
and Constitutions were reported by Eldad mg, hereafter visit the country with a view s
Sm_“!L Chairman. of lhﬂ Cﬁmlninee, and L to pu[chﬂﬁﬁ lﬂﬂa: A-[Hl Whﬂrfaﬁ l.ll".ldé‘l' a
B heat the eircumstances, the ple of this coun-
. Whereas the settlers of Racine county, ty could not witness, without emotion, the f,.
. ‘have removed to, and settled in this country crifice of property and improvements, the
for the purpose of bettering their condition product of their own labors, together wi
by Agmnieualtural and other pursuits, the in- o~ their fondly cherished hopes o the future
du::-.e:nents and encouragements of which T enjoyment of their newly formed hﬂfﬂﬁﬂ:
being here so }ihemlly extended to Emi- And whereas in order to secure the fn;tts of
E:ﬁlts, not unl]f m arich reward of an abun- their labors in a peaceable uqd-. g
ﬂ:)uduﬂ from the fertility of the soil, manner, it is necessary that certmin rules
but also in the liberal price which those pro- regulations should be adopted by the settlers
ductscommand: And whereasthe Congress whereby the right of occupancy shall be
of the United States, by the repeated passage determined. - e
of pre-emption laws, impressed us with a . Therefore be it #29

reasonable beliel that the sarge policy would

continue to be purmtetf for the benefit of the

- settlers on the public lands, who their
recent settlement, coukd not be included un -
der the provisions of the last pre-emption
And whereas the scttlements in_ this

1-to.the best of their,
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- '8, sus e of obligation,
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for the want of timber decide that for such

im !
Provements the person making the sume

-1
t;l:ﬁii!nll;t;;':‘ﬂ.ﬂlﬂvmm hu]d u!‘ﬂ or two quar-
_ ition ;) and any minor of the

of sixteen and over, who has made a rlz?:gﬂ

on one quarter and not to exceed One ul[:lrr:t

ter section of land, shall have g righi tf’a r;-

tain sn{d claims in possession in a com ],
ance with the conditions contained in {)h.;-
rules adapted by this meeting.

Rore 2—1Ifa person claims onequarter
n}lly, he shall improve and cultivate within
sixunonths from the time of entering such
claim at least three acres, and within one
year from the time of making said entry
shall erect and finish a house thereon suita-
ble for the residence of a family, or instead
of ‘building ‘a house, to improve and culti-
vate three acres more on saxd claim,

Ruovre 3.—If a person claims two quarter
sections he shall improveand cultivate with-
in six months from the tme of amuri:}
such claim at least ten acres, and within one
and finish a house thereon suitable for the

Sensione of o fey tmond harele
-ultivate and improve five acres more on said
e L Tely i -

o &
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RuLe 4 —The following bemg consid-

it to what constitutes
e Pw:?:;r:::? lgc::}tiwtim are there-
an impr le of judgment. i
Dgr. 1.—If the claim lie Tidmh e B
i nﬁr e quw];;lma:er anr:lundur.
ten inc ;
::td“:::igae the requisite quantity of lmig
with a good fence, such asa farmer wn:{u
build to protect his cmps_and SOW Or pbalmt
the same with , grain, or vegetables,
shall be deemed a sufficient improvement
and cultivation. B .
Der. 2—1If the claim lie in a prairie or
part prairie and wood land, then to enclose
the proper quantity witha fence, and plough
the prairie and put in a crop as aforesaid, or
gahm in make hay in part in said

d

provement and

and

w
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RuLe 5.—All claims made in the. name
of any person who is not an inhabitant of
this county shall be forfeited, unless the per-
son in whose name they are made shall take
actual possession of them before the first day
of Sept. next, and commence making im-
l)ruvementﬁ thereon, according to the regu-

ations thisday adopted ; and no person shall
be allowed to hold any claim in this county
unless he beahaﬂuaf resident in the same,
and anyelaimnow regularly made that is not
now orshall not be recorded before the first
day of August next shall be considered as
no claimand may be occupied by any per-
son that may choose to take it, provided how-
ever, that, shouldany person hold one or two
quarter sections by purchase he shall have
six months to disposeof the same by com-
plying with the rules and regulations adop-
ted by this meeting, ‘

Ruve 6.—No person shall make a claim
imytm:t which has been uthl:naind reg-

: W l:mm o - rules and
ations of the old constitutions unles
such person shall neglect to make such im.

—————
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these rules set forth, he
d elaim, and any
thereof in his

ime and manner.b\r 1
l;l'?::?l forfeit his rlght to sal
person may take possession
o —That all the decisions hereto-
fore made by thecommittees acting unde:i the
old constitution shall be sustained, and no
re-hearing shall be had hereafter before any
committees appointed under the rules adop-
tsd by this meeting, provided that all the
parties interested in the trials before those
commitiees had due notice agreeable to the
provisions of said constitution of &E time
and place of said trial. o e
Rure 8—In order that all whﬁ ‘
: sk IE

what lands are claimed and whatare not,
shall be necessary for every person who -

. l"e] -...,.. 3 - .-. - -““ :."‘ 7
i : |-'-',""'1_£‘.  the e
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may be able to L a true list of all
claimants on the day of sale whereby each
person will be secured in his just rights, itis
required when any person shall purchase a
claim from another, he shall immediatel

give the register notice thereof, and have the
transfer made in his ownname; and the re-
gister shall be entitled to twenty five cents
or making such transfer.

RuLe 10.—Whenever the lands in this
county shall be brought into market, the ex-
ecative committee shall appoint an agent to
bid off the lands in hi:}m?l‘?n!' the settlers
whose claims are entered on the book of
Registry,and no person shall in any case
be countenanced in bidding in opposition to
sud agenton behalf of the settlers,

Rure 11.—In any case when a person
shall claim one quarter section of prairieand
one quarter section of timber which shall be

i ected, the amount

t of improvement
required for both of said q\lnrt?tps. may be

done on either, as may best suit the cony ni

ence of lhuhimmt.y oty 're i

Hl:dn!""'i?;“'l:h‘f the county shall be dj.
vided into four districts, and :
a mapof his district an

(1)

: p h
claimant 10 enc
ﬁ:pnhnll h}f'mbmwm o e
R town e i

Pe\:ﬁ‘ u::;sfrm.gionnl- N;:;ib; e
:;ia Ca x ; fown num-

nd all the towns and [“ﬂmndond s
b shall constitute the sec e
port l:? rowns and I'mctiunll_ town T e
ulil l : itute tl;ﬁﬂmd wuum’hﬂ
Llﬁiﬂ rowns and {mc“‘:‘“ﬁﬂm_

four shall constitute m:ec'::lti il 1

—The e -
cugrm ::hull receive for each daysatte

[ ‘dollar
dance for the trial of any cause, one :

| fees.
ith the customary traves 1eeS
m\%:;;enu a large number of claims have

been registered under the old constitution,

shall i { each
i dut nfthuregmteru' !
:mattl: ;ﬁm:ga ;g:h_mmﬁma without

ion which
wmpmm‘mnaf an
et ;ma 1::?1 all l.h,;
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meetings of the people when they may think
. it necessary for the general interest or for
i the purpose of amending these rules, or for
other purposes. Three or more members
of said committee shall form o quorum for
the transaction of business and a vote of »
majority of the members present at any
meeting shall decide any question befyre

"'\
(13) . |
within twenty four hours after _;hem 1
and publishing such decision, pay or caHee

to be paid all cm-my_huf:m e

ded against him : and provided -

ﬁ“::; mﬁuﬂ brought before them by (

| require the parties to enter into
m fel?‘ﬂ g:l_h(:[‘h. mﬂh mﬁs thﬂ

i

: : h to
Ii;min. 'iuestmng of appeals included. They onf:ﬁf:: cmnmﬂiﬂmm o
' shu'l also have power to fill vacancies in ditioned to abide, do and rm in all re-
i ' ?tr ““"‘!;mrd*! : spects as said committee srel'l @ﬂ‘d‘-"-t:".ler
VLE f9.—All disputes that may arise or direct and either party refusingsoto give
& between different claimants 1o the sarﬁe r- E;nds shall not be heard {ef’nre saud commit-
? - ﬁ“‘ of land, shall be submitted to tee, but the matter in controversy shnll&‘ bB " T
> rur;‘ar!:tlttmitun and decision of the judicial waken pro-confesso agm;ml. him and a decr ) -
nutlee, to consist of three persons withi sion entered accordingly. : -
and for the precinct o dis:ric{]in whinhlmgg Ruwe 16.—When any claimant shall .

bri uestion of sctlleme_n}_l_n'rel.nnun
to a pili?d claim before the judicial com-
mittee, or shall have appealed from the de-
cision of said committee and wish a trial of .
the same before the executive committee, it |
shall be the duty of such elaimant to give

in writiiig,at least six days notice to the ope:
posite party ol .

4 disputed tract shal] je - and either
foeling egtiered byan : t!ﬁisfon that may

e € Judicial committes as

x'nmmui. shall have the right of appealing

fro ;
» uh:rlf m w‘; executive committe who

| peals: and their dee

g
E

IElee Ar
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duced of theservice of notice aforesaid, but cision shall be made,a cortificats thereof-
if. it shall appear that notice has been given ~ and such certificate shall be sufficient aq. |
and the oppasite party does not appear, then _ thority for the Register to enter the tract of 3
they may proceed to g-r exparte evidence, ] " land therein described in the name of such
or adjourn to some future period, not less it party; and previous entry or entries (o the @
than two nor more than thirty days, as jus- 4 contrary notwithstanding ; and such party
tice and the circumstances of each parucu- shall thereupon be entitled to take |

lar case should require, and in all cases of sion of such tract without any further judi- lI
adjournment, notice thereofl shall be given cial prnceﬁl;n%a. . .
to the absent party. . & © RowLe 19._These rules and regulations
v/Rure 17.—In conducting all trinls by ' shall be and remain in foree until changed
either of said committees ns aforesaid, nnd

'bym;ﬁea le in general meeting, convened

in making any and all decisions therein, bya the board of the executive com- -
said committees shall be govorned strictly b y mitiee by a notice publithed at el NoaE I
the rules and regulations this day adopted, ty dnp:m to the day a for .

j‘ and by the principles of justice and equity; . saidmeeting. R .
and the committee shall have the pﬂlﬂrﬁu E , ‘executive and judicial committees .
adj such a sum to the party to whom the have power to rightful
cli'j:uig;.ilaH of right be]nnpg,n}s a remuner- ~ & PR Wﬁ?ﬁ' e
ation for costs and charges in and about said ; st ebiall hey ity 10 carry into effec
trial, as to them shall seem just and equita- : mf 04 dis=

- ble | 1 gio and
: Ruwg 18—It shall be the duty of the ju- Jueste
- pealed from within twenty four"hours, and

Rt

e
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the E&ecnme Commm the county f :
Racine, viz. a e ’

Charles Durkﬂe,t Imac G:Northway;

Eldad Smith, - Alfred Carey, =~ 9 ¢
Orrin Stevens,

Resolved, that the.above rules and regu-
together with the proceedingsof this
meeung be published in the Mllwnukee and

Chicago pa B. B. Carey, Esq.
Eﬂpe;itmf-ind ma the publication of
. the same. L
GILBERT KNAPP, President.

. HABD MILLER, V. Pi:ﬁx:ie

% ‘ JTASON LATHROP. Ass:stant s!gé Vi

.




