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On April 22nd and 23rd, 2024, ECPAT organised a two-day workshop in Amman, Jordan, funded
by Aegis. This event brought together 23 participants from 20 diverse local organisations from
across Jordan, covering various thematic areas intersecting with child protection from sexual
exploitation, including sports, travel and tourism, private sector development, human rights,
community development, education, and women's rights. The workshop aimed to enhance
strategies against violence towards children, particularly in online sexual exploitation and served
as a platform for these CSOs (Civil Society Organisations) to discuss trends, achievements,

challenges, and ambitions in combating child exploitation.
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The objectives of the workshop were

»  To situate the experiences of Jordanian civil society organisations within the
global context of combating violence against children

”»  To foster collaboration among organisations to align initiatives with
government and private sector efforts

»”  Toexplore using evidence and children’s voices to drive impactful advocacy
against exploitation in Jordan.

Significant participation came from ECPAT member Jordan River Foundation, JRF, aiming
to foster collaboration among organisations and align efforts with governmental and private
sectors. This collaboration focused on using evidence and children’s voices for impactful
advocacy against child exploitation in Jordan. The event highlighted the urgent need to
address online child sexual exploitation and abuse, especially prevalent in the MENA region.

It aimed to strengthen the capabilities of all participants to better protect Jordan’s children
against online threats.
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Workshop Overview:

The workshop started with an introductory session where participants introduced themselves.
Then, a presentation included an introduction about ECPAT and highlighted several projects,
including the Global Boys Initiative, Project Beacon, and The Code Initiative, emphasising how
these initiatives play a crucial role in addressing various aspects of the sexual exploitation of
children.

The discussion then shifted to sexual exploitation trends, examining connections with the
situation in Tunisia. Key findings from the Disrupting Harm Report were presented, shedding
light on emerging issues related to child sexual exploitation. These issues encompassed child
exploitation through prostitution, child trafficking, early and forced marriage, online exploitation,
and exploitation in humanitarian settings, travel,and tourism. Most of the session centred around
the Disrupting Harm 1 project findings.

” For travel and tourism, increasing trends towards community-based and purpose-driven
travel impact child protection. The sustainability agenda in tourism must include child
protection measures.

”» Comprehensive Sexuality and Relationship Education: There is a cultural and social
reluctance to provide comprehensive sexuality and relationship education, affecting
adolescents’ access to proper information. Education should cover consent, personal
boundaries, risks, responsibilities, and the role of technology in exploitation.

” Adapting to Local Contexts: Approaches to combating SEC (Sexual Exploitation of
Children) must consider local cultural, religious, and gender norms. Examples include
regulating anime and manga in East Asia and addressing substance abuse and trafficking
in Southeast Asia.

” Legal Barriers: Current laws are inadequate in addressing the digital age’s exploitation
challenges, necessitating legal reforms and harmonisation with international standards.
Effective implementation of laws and access to child-centric justice are critical

” Access to Services: Enhancing proactive support for help-seeking behaviours and
improving access to services beyond reporting mechanisms are essential. Systems should
value informal authorities, often the first to know about abuse.

” Role of Technology: Technology has increased the scale and complexity of child sexual
exploitation, with perpetrators including children and young people. Diverse strategies
and safety technologies are emerging to address these challenges.

” Survivor Voices: Conversations with survivors provide valuable insights for refining
prevention and response strategies. Recommendations include improving reporting
mechanisms, training law enforcement and social workers, and enhancing support services
for affected children.

Regarding Disrupting Harm, the prevalence of online child sexual exploitation is global, affecting
both urban and rural areas without distinction of social, economic, cultural, age, or religious
background. Girls and boys are equally affected. Most children confide in their friends, but up
to a third remain silent due to a lack of trust in adults. Self-blaming is commmon, and children
emphasise that adult reactions significantly impact them.

Sexual harm predominantly occurs on social media and gaming platforms. Children are often
unaware of how these platforms keep them safe or how to seek help. Perpetrators, such as
friends, acquaintances, family members, or romantic partners, are typically within the child’s
circle of trust. Only in Malaysia and the Philippines were unknown perpetrators more common.
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https://safeonline.global/disrupting-harm/

In addition, the session included key learnings from two ECPAT regional workshops: East
Africa (Nairobi, 2023) and Asia (Bangkok, 2024). These highlights provided a comprehensive
understanding of the trends, challenges, and ongoing efforts to combat the sexual exploitation of
children globally. They also served as an introduction to the workshop, encouraging participants
to brainstorm about the multilevel and intersectional aspects of child sexual exploitation.

In the second session, participants were divided into two groups for a participatory discussion:

Changes in Children’s Exposure to Sexual Exploitation
in Jordan (Last 3-5 Years)

The first group discussed the changing landscape of child exploitation in Jordan over the past
three to five years. The discussion revealed the following:

”»”  Atroubling rise in cyberbullying, mainly through gaming platforms, has made children
more vulnerable to online sexual exploitation.

»”  Theeconomicdownturnhasledtoa significantincrease in the number of street children,
particularly in Amman and Agaba, making them more susceptible to exploitation by
work and shop owners.

”»  Children face increased verbal harassment from tourists in popular destinations like
Petra and Amman Downtown.

» A positive development is an uptick in incident reporting resulting from civil society's
efforts to educate the public on reporting such cases.

» With the shift to online education, some children in rural areas are experiencing
harassment from teachers, and the growing demand for private tutors has led to cases
where teachers exploit their position to abuse children.

”»  The discussion also touched on the inadvertent exposure of children to unsafe internet
content, including pornography, through links and ads in games.
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»

»

»

Traditional gender roles that leave children emotionally vulnerable are facilitating
online exploitation, primarily through abusers establishing emotional connections with
survivors before exploiting them.

Th economic challenges have also forced more children into rural farming jobs, where
they are at risk of sexual harassment.

The group noted that some care centres, especially in vulnerable and rural areas, do not
have strong safeguarding policies, leading to increased harassment. However, enhanced
efforts by civil society organisations and the government have empowered children to
report incidents and strengthened their resilience.

Changes in Prevention and Response to Child Sexual Violence by Governments,
Authorities, and the Private Sector

The second group focused on the evolving governmental efforts in preventing and responding
to sexual violence against children.

»

»

»

»

»
»
»

»

»

»

»

Both government entities and CSOs are becoming more active in raising awareness.
Stakeholders are increasingly relying on social media to share protection messages.

Parents are now more aware and sensitive to the severity of child sexual exploitation.
They are more engaged in awareness sessions and are growing interested in awareness
content.

CSOs use more creative tools like webinars, art, and gaming to raise awareness.
Additionally, localised content is more prevalent, helping to reach a broader audience.

The fear of social stigma remains a significant challenge.
Governmental actors and CSOs have not fully addressed this issue at its roots.

The fear, especially among parents, is influenced by tribal or extended family dynamics
and the concept of honour.

Many parents mistakenly associate protection sessions with sexual education and
fear the term “sexual education.” CSOs invest considerable effort into explaining the
distinction, but convincing parents remains difficult.

There is a noticeable lack of capacity among various actors to respond to cases of child
sexual exploitation.

Despite progressive and holistic laws, limited resources and capacities result in hesitation
among people and survivors to reach out to service providers.

Capacity-building initiatives are ongoing, particularly for frontliners and the judicial
system. However, further cultural change is needed to implement the law effectively,
especially regarding the confidentiality of reporting.

In the afternoon session, participants reconvened and divided into two groups to continue their
discussions, each focused on specific areas of child protection and advocacy.
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Engaging Those Responsible for Access to Justice

Group one delved into what works well and what has been learned in engaging those responsible
for access to justice. They highlighted several effective strategies, such as:

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»
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Raising the voice of survivors has succeeded many times in transforming individual
experiences into a broader community cause rather than keeping them personal.

Consistent advocacy, using community language, and strategically timing efforts, such
as during elections, have continually enhanced the efficiency of advocating for survivors.

Challenges persist, particularly with service providers' limited capacity, which affects
reporting and access to justice due to confidentiality concerns.

Well-equipped professionals, especially teachers and social workers, consistently improve
follow-up procedures.

The group also discussed the importance of budgeting for survivors, noting that
allocating resources for case management and prevention has proven beneficial.

Decentralised advocacy targeting rural areas, tribal leaders, and religious figures and
linking the cause to the concept of honour was found to be efficient in many cases.

The absence of a specialised independent juvenile court necessitates investing in
a judicial capacity, where survivor allies, especially women judges, can facilitate legal
procedures.

A survivor-centred approach led to better responses, mainly when dealing with law
enforcement, as the Jordanian law treats protection and outlaw cases similarly during
initial police contact, emphasising the importance of a supportive mindset among
police frontliners.

The effectiveness of data-driven advocacy was underscored by utilising research, data,
and statistics from governmental sources, academic institutions and CSOs.

Schools and centres that offer protection sessions reported more cases, attributed
not necessarily to increased harassment but to raised awareness among children and
parents.

Targeting universities and collaborating with local influencers and media has proven
more effective than relying solely on high-level or central influencers.



Best Practices in Engaging Children

The second group focused on what works well and what has been learned in the best ways to
engage children. And they highlighted the following points:

”  They emphasised empowering survivors by providing them with a platform and
supporting their voices, which has often transformed their individual experiences into
community causes rather than keeping them personal.

”  Training in parental skills provided by CSOs is crucial to enhancing trust between
children and parents, allowing them to overcome the fear and stigma of reporting.

”  Engaging children in needs assessments during the planning phase of projects
enhances project influence and ownership.

»  Using sports and arts is crucial in raising children’s awareness, supporting their self-
confidence, and encouraging them to report.

»>  Economic empowerment is essential when working with street children and child
workers, as it addresses part of the problem.

”»  Lawyers keen to adopt a survivor-centred approach are usually fresh graduates who
provide them with more space to express their suffering.

»  Professionals trained by CSOs demonstrate greater confidentiality and trust while
working with children.

”»  Recently, increased focus has been on children with disabilities, prompting organisations
to consider service accessibility and allow children to express their fears and needs.

The first day of the workshop concluded with a reflective wrap-up session, where participants
shared their key learnings. Many were surprised by the latest information, noting that they
encountered many organisations for the first time and felt the need to create safe spaces for
children. The importance of further engaging civil society and the judicial system in Jordan and
the critical need for government budget allocation for children’s participation was emphasised.

Discussions revealed a lack of effort fromm some government institutions on SEC, particularly
outside Amman, and the utility of connecting with CSOs in broader regions. Participants
reflected on the importance of focusing on children with disabilities and the need to expand
existing programs based on insights from global perspectives provided by ECPAT.

The importance of involving children in designing services was a recurring theme, alongside
the necessity of targeting interventions for boys, especially in the online space and listening
to survivors rather than only experts. The power of local action and the benefits of networking
within the Jordanian context of SEC were highlighted.

The session closed on the note of the challenges and value of having a safe space to openly
discuss, learn, and collaborate on such a sensitive issue, setting a constructive tone for the
continuation of the workshop.

On the second day of the workshop, participants paired up to discuss actions, ambitions, and
activities that could be adopted in their organisations to address sexual exploitation of children
(SEC). The Jordan River Foundation (JRF) facilitated the presentation session, where participants
shared their insights.
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Key Insights and Action Plans

Participants suggested developing an ecosystem map at the governorate level to align service
mapping efforts. They proposed the following:

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

Establishment of specialised centres offering holistic services for survivors, particularly in
rural areas. These centres would focus on empowering survivors and target perpetrators.

There is a consensus on the need for research to collect holistic data, focusing on the
private sector, especially in industries like tourism and education. This would help
find the best methods by generating more evidence and fostering collaboration and
partnerships.

Developing curriculums in schools and universities to better support specialised workers
such as social workers and psychologists.

Legal analysis is needed to identify gaps, plan collective responses, and a national legal
review to strengthen public-private collaboration for improved response and prevention
efforts.

The importance of sustainability in interventions suggests more stringent regulations
on company registrations to ensure sustainable practices.

Create media materials to raise awareness among service providers, educators, and care
workers, and create another set targeting children through cartoons to innovate in key
messaging.

Parental skills training was discussed as essential for the entire family, not just mothers,
and integrating key messaging into religious learning circles was also suggested.

The need to reach out to people in rural areas without internet access was recognised,
along with targeting fathers in parental care initiatives to leverage their role in child
protection.

Experience and knowledge sharing at the regional level to enhance service levels and
approaches.

Monitoring and reporting mechanisms were proposed, allowing parents to oversee their
children in care centres and schools using technology to protect children.

Digital platforms and apps to monitor violations and support survivors with reporting
were considered crucial, alongside economic empowerment strategies for survivors.

The organisations agreed to create a working group to address the gap in capacity
and knowledge among CSOs. This working group will serve as a platform to mobilise
the internal capacities of each organisation. JRF, as one of the most prominent actors,
showed significant interest in engaging organisations in their ongoing trainings,
especially for those outside Amman.

| Learn Jordan initiated a capacity-building assessment to identify gaps and potentials of CSOs,
aiming to develop a collective plan to address these issues. The plan will be final by August. This
assessment will be completed by the end of June. The organisations agreed that this working
group would reach out to international organisations and the UN in the country to ensure more
localised and decentralised programming.
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”»  Additionally, the working group aims to create a sustainable advocacy momentum with
the government and the UN to address online sexual exploitation.

These discussions set a comprehensive path forward for combating child sexual exploitation
effectively.

Conclusion:

The workshop effectively united the key CSOs from across Jordan and initiated talks about
collaborative networks to tackle the sexual exploitation of children, particularly OCSEA (Online
Child Sexual Exploitation and Abuse). Over two productive days, 20 organisations shared insights
and developed actionable strategies, highlighting the importance of specialised support centres,
and enhanced legal and educational frameworks.

A significant outcome of this gathering was the formation of connections among organisations,
leading to a follow-up meeting where many expressed interests in forming a co-working group.
This group aims to build the capacity of CSOs in Jordan to combat online child sexual exploitation
and abuse. Others were drawn to engage more with the dustries. The workshop initiated a on
collaboration to raise awareness and prioritise these areas., pleased that the workshop-initiated
discussions on collaboration to raise awareness and prioritize action in these areas.

Overallfeedbackfromtheconsultationswasoverwhelmingly positive, highlightingtheworkshops
asacrucialtoolforstrategic planning inaddressing SEC. Participantsappreciated the opportunity
for knowledge exchange, understanding existing policies, resources, and service gaps, and the
potential forfuture collaborationsand linking national with global agendas. Key learnings pointed
to the value of cooperation among CSOs and the necessity for resource mapping and sharing
successful practices. The effectiveness of the workshop model was acknowledged. However,
suggestions were made for better alignment with local laws and contextual needs, extended
sessions for complex topics, and in-depth group work with expert guidance. Actions suggested
including diversifying CSO (Civil Society Organisations) participation, tailoring workshops to
local contexts, increasing the duration of sessions on intensive topics, and facilitating strategic
collaborations to enhance advocacy efforts. Participants also expressed a desire for more active
support from ECPAT through a task force and assistance in leveraging funding opportunities to
combat SEC more effectively.

Participants left with more awareness of OCSEA, knowledge about Disrupting Harm 2, and
a strong collective will to build a more concerted effort to address these critical issues. The
workshop marks a crucial step towards fostering greater collaboration and sustained action to
protect children in Jordan.
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