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Abstract

MySQL Shell is an advanced client and code editor for MySQL. This document describes the core features of MySQL
Shell. In addition to the provided SQL functionality, similar to mysql , MySQL Shell provides scripting capabilities for
JavaScript and Python and includes APIs for working with MySQL. X DevAPI enables you to work with both relational
and document data, see Using MySQL as a Document Store. AdminAPI enables you to work with InnoDB Cluster,
InnoDB ClusterSet, and InnoDB ReplicaSet.

MySQL Shell 8.0 is highly recommended for use with MySQL Server 8.0 and 5.7. Please upgrade to MySQL Shell
8.0. If you have not yet installed MySQL Shell, download it from the download site.

For notes detailing the changes in each release, see the MySQL Shell Release Notes.

For help with using MySQL, please visit the MySQL Forums, where you can discuss your issues with other MySQL
users.

Licensing information.  This product may include third-party software, used under license. If you are using a
Commercial release of MySQL Shell, see MySQL Shell Commercial License Information User Manual for licensing
information, including licensing information relating to third-party software that may be included in this Commercial
release. If you are using a Community release of MySQL Shell, see MySQL Shell Community License Information
User Manual for licensing information, including licensing information relating to third-party software that may be
included in this Community release.
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Chapter 1 MySQL Shell Features

Important

A MySQL Shell is updated frequently with fixes and new features. It is strongly
recommended that you always use the most recent version available. The latest
version of MySQL Shell can be used with any version of MySQL 5.7 or 8.0.

The following features are available in MySQL Shell.

Supported Languages

MySQL Shell processes code written in JavaScript, Python and SQL. Any executed code is processed as
one of these languages, based on the language that is currently active. There are also specific MySQL
Shell commands, prefixed with \ , which enable you to configure MySQL Shell regardless of the currently
selected language. For more information see Section 3.1, “MySQL Shell Commands”.

From version 8.0.18, MySQL Shell uses Python 3, rather than Python 2.7. For platforms that include a
system supported installation of Python 3, MySQL Shell uses the most recent version available, with a
minimum supported version of Python 3.6. For platforms where Python 3 is not included or is not at the
minimum supported version, MySQL Shell bundles Python 3.7.7 up to MySQL Shell 8.0.25, and Python
3.9.5 from MySQL Shell 8.0.26. MySQL Shell maintains code compatibility with Python 2.6 and Python 2.7,
so if you require one of these older versions, you can build MySQL Shell from source using the appropriate
Python version.

As of 8.0.32, MySQL Shell bundles Python 3.10.8 for platforms where Python 3 is not included or is not at
the minimum supported version.

Note

S This is true for all builds except Oracle Linux 7, which bundles Python 3.9.15

Interactive Code Execution

MySQL Shell provides an interactive code execution mode, where you type code at the MySQL Shell
prompt and each entered statement is processed, with the result of the processing printed onscreen.
Unicode text input is supported if the terminal in use supports it. Color terminals are supported.

Multiple-line code can be written using a command, enabling MySQL Shell to cache multiple lines and then
execute them as a single statement. For more information see Multiple-line Support.

Batch Code Execution

In addition to the interactive execution of code, MySQL Shell can also take code from different sources and
process it. This method of processing code in a noninteractive way is called Batch Execution.

As batch execution mode is intended for script processing of a single language, it is limited to having
minimal non-formatted output and disabling the execution of commands. To avoid these limitations, use
the - - i nt er act i ve command-line option, which tells MySQL Shell to execute the input as if it were an
interactive session. In this mode the input is processed line by line just as if each line were typed in an
interactive session. For more information see Section 5.6, “Batch Code Execution”.




Supported APls

Supported APIs

MySQL Shell includes the following APls implemented in JavaScript and Python which you can use to
develop code that interacts with MySQL.

1. AdminAPI enables you to administer MySQL instances, using them to create InnoDB Cluster, InnoDB
ClusterSet, and InnoDB ReplicaSet deployments, and integrating MySQL Router.

< InnoDB Cluster provides an integrated solution for high availability and scalability using InnoDB
based MySQL databases. InnoDB Cluster is an alternative solution for using Group Replication,
without requiring advanced MySQL expertise. See Chapter 7, MySQL InnoDB Cluster.

< InnoDB ClusterSet provides disaster tolerance for Chapter 7, MySQL InnoDB Cluster deployments
by linking a primary InnoDB Cluster with one or more replicas of itself in alternate locations. See
Chapter 8, MySQL InnoDB ClusterSet.

< InnoDB ReplicaSet enables you to administer a set of MySQL instances running asynchronous
GTID-based replication. See Chapter 9, MySQL InnoDB ReplicaSet.

AdminAPI also provides operations to configure users for MySQL Router, to make integration

with InnoDB Cluster, InnoDB ClusterSet, and InnoDB ReplicaSet as simple as possible. For more

information on AdminAPI, see Chapter 6, MySQL AdminAPI.

2. X DevAPI enables developers to work with both relational and document data when MySQL Shell is
connected to a MySQL server using the X Protocol. For more information, see Using MySQL as a
Document Store. For documentation on the concepts and usage of X DevAPI, see X DevAPI User
Guide.

X Protocol Support

MySQL Shell is designed to provide an integrated command-line client for all MySQL products which
support X Protocol. The development features of MySQL Shell are designed for sessions using the X
Protocol. MySQL Shell can also connect to MySQL Servers that do not support the X Protocol using the
classic MySQL protocol. A minimal set of features from the X DevAPI are available for sessions created
using the classic MySQL protocol.

Extensions

You can define extensions to the base functionality of MySQL Shell in the form of reports and extension
objects. Reports and extension objects can be created using JavaScript or Python, and can be used
regardless of the active MySQL Shell language. You can persist reports and extension objects in plugins
that are loaded automatically when MySQL Shell starts. MySQL Shell has several built-in reports ready to
use. See Chapter 10, Extending MySQL Shell for more information.

Utilities
MySQL Shell includes the following utilities for working with MySQL.:

» An upgrade checker utility to verify whether MySQL server instances are ready for upgrade. Use
util.checkFor Server Upgrade() to access the upgrade checker.

» A JSON import utility to import JSON documents to a MySQL Server collection or table. Use
util.inportJSON() to access the import utility.

» A parallel table import utility that splits up a single data file and uses multiple threads to load the chunks
into a MySQL table.



https://dev.mysql.com/doc/refman/8.0/en/document-store.html
https://dev.mysql.com/doc/refman/8.0/en/document-store.html
https://dev.mysql.com/doc/x-devapi-userguide/en/
https://dev.mysql.com/doc/x-devapi-userguide/en/

API Command Line Integration

See Chapter 11, MySQL Shell Utilities for more information.

APl Command Line Integration

MySQL Shell exposes much of its functionality using an APl command syntax that enables you to easily
integrate mysql sh with other tools. For example you can create bash scripts which administer an InnoDB
Cluster with this functionality. Use the nysqgl sh [options] -- shell _object object nethod

[ met hod_ar gunent s] syntax to pass operations directly to MySQL Shell global objects, bypassing the
REPL interface. See Section 5.8, “API Command Line Integration”.

Output Formats

MySQL Shell can return results in table, tabbed, or vertical format, or as JSON output. To help integrate
MySQL Shell with external tools, you can activate JSON wrapping for all output when you start MySQL
Shell from the command line. For more information see Section 5.7, “Output Formats”.

Logging and Debug

MySQL Shell can log information about the execution process at your chosen level of detail. Logging
information can be sent to any combination of an application log file, an additional viewable destination,
and the console. For more information see Chapter 12, MySQL Shell Logging and Debug.

Global Session

In MySQL Shell, connections to MySQL Server instances are handled by a session object. When you
make the first connection to a MySQL Server instance, which can be done either while starting MySQL
Shell or afterwards, a MySQL Shell global object named sessi on is created to represent this connection.
This session is known as the global session because it can be used in all of the MySQL Shell execution
modes. In SQL mode the global session is used for executing statements, and in JavaScript mode and
Python mode it is available through an object named sessi on. You can create further session objects
using functions available in the nysql x and nysql JavaScript and Python modules, and you can set
one of these session objects as the sessi on global object so you can use it in any mode. For more
information, see Section 4.2, “MySQL Shell Sessions”.







Chapter 2 Installing MySQL Shell

Table of Contents

2.1 Installing MySQL Shell on Microsoft WINAOWS ...........ooiiuiiii e
2.2 Installing MySQL Shell ON LINUX ....ieuniiieii et e et e e et e e et e e et e e e e eenns
2.3 Installing MySQL Shell 0N MACOS ... i ettt e e e eanns

This section describes how to download, install, and start MySQL Shell, which is an interactive JavaScript,
Python, or SQL interface supporting development and administration for MySQL Server. MySQL Shell is a
component that you can install separately.

MySQL Shell supports X Protocol and enables you to use X DevAPI in JavaScript or Python to develop
applications that communicate with a MySQL Server functioning as a document store. For information
about using MySQL as a document store, see Using MySQL as a Document Store.

Important
MySQL Shell, make sure you have the Visual C++ Redistributable for Visual Studio

2015 (available at the Microsoft Download Center) installed on your Windows

A For the Community and Commercial versions of MySQL Shell: Before installing
system.

Requirements
MySQL Shell is available on Microsoft Windows, Linux, and macOS for 64-bit platforms.
Important

A It is recommended that you always use the most recent version available. The latest
version of MySQL Shell can be used with any version of MySQL 5.7 or 8.0.

2.1 Installing MySQL Shell on Microsoft Windows

To install MySQL Shell on Microsoft Windows using the MSI Installer, do the following:

1. Download the Windows (x86, 64-bit), MSI Installer package from http://dev.mysqgl.com/downloads/
shell/.

2. When prompted, click Run.

3. Follow the steps in the Setup Wizard.

2.2 Installing MySQL Shell on Linux

Note
@ Installation packages for MySQL Shell are available only for a limited number of
Linux distributions, and only for 64-bit systems.

For supported Linux distributions, the easiest way to install MySQL Shell on Linux is to use the MySQL
APT repository or MySQL Yum repository. For systems not using the MySQL repositories, MySQL Shell
can also be downloaded and installed directly.
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Installing MySQL Shell with the MySQL APT Repository

For Linux distributions supported by the MySQL APT repository, follow one of the paths below:

« If you do not yet have the MySQL APT repository as a software repository on your system, do the
following:

« Follow the steps given in Adding the MySQL APT Repository, paying special attention to the following:

« During the installation of the configuration package, when asked in the dialogue box to configure the
repository, make sure you choose MySQL 8.0 as the release series you want.

» Make sure you do not skip the step for updating package information for the MySQL APT repository:
sudo apt-get update
* Install MySQL Shell with this command:
sudo apt-get install nysql-shel
« If you already have the MySQL APT repository as a software repository on your system, do the following:
* Update package information for the MySQL APT repository:
sudo apt-get update
« Update the MySQL APT repository configuration package with the following command:
sudo apt-get install nysql-apt-config

When asked in the dialogue box to configure the repository, make sure you choose MySQL 8.0 as the
release series you want.

« Install MySQL Shell with this command:

sudo apt-get install nysqgl-shel

Installing MySQL Shell with the MySQL Yum Repository

For Linux distributions supported by the MySQL Yum repository, follow these steps to install MySQL Shell:
» Do one of the following:

« If you already have the MySQL Yum repository as a software repository on your system and the
repository was configured with the new release package mysql 80- conmuni ty-r el ease.

« If you already have the MySQL Yum repository as a software repository on your system but have
configured the repository with the old release package nmysql - conmuni ty-r el ease, it is easiest
to install MySQL Shell by first reconfiguring the MySQL Yum repository with the new nmysql 80-
communi ty-r el ease package. To do so, you need to remove your old release package first, with
the following command :

sudo yum renove nysql - conmuni ty-rel ease

For dnf-enabled systems, do this instead:

sudo dnf erase nysqgl -conmmunity-rel ease
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Then, follow the steps given in Adding the MySQL Yum Repository to install the new release package,
mysql 80- communi ty-rel ease.

« If you do not yet have the MySQL Yum repository as a software repository on your system, follow the
steps given in Adding the MySQL Yum Repository.

* Install MySQL Shell with this command:

sudo yuminstall mysql-shel
For dnf-enabled systems, do this instead:

sudo dnf install mysql-shel

Installing MySQL Shell from Direct Downloads from the MySQL Developer
Zone

RPM, Debian, and source packages for installing MySQL Shell are also available for download at
Download MySQL Shell.

2.3 Installing MySQL Shell on macOS

To install MySQL Shell on macOS, do the following:

1. Download the package from http://dev.mysql.com/downloads/shell/.
2. Double-click the downloaded DMG to mount it. Finder opens.

3. Double-click the . pkg file shown in the Finder window.

4. Follow the steps in the installation wizard.

5. When the installer finishes, eject the DMG. (It can be deleted.)
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Chapter 3 Using MySQL Shell Commands

3.1 MySQL Shell COMMANGS .....oouuiiiiiiiiiee ittt e et e et e e e et e e e e ra e e e eba s

This section describes the commands which configure MySQL Shell from the interactive code editor. The
commands enable you to control the MySQL Shell regardless of the current language being used. For
example you can get online help, connect to servers, change the current language being used, run reports,
use utilities, and so on. These commands are sometimes similar to the MySQL Shell settings which can be
configured using the nysqgl sh command options, see Appendix A, MySQL Shell Command Reference.

3.1 MySQL Shell Commands

MySQL Shell provides commands which enable you to modify the execution environment of the code
editor, for example to configure the active programming language or a MySQL Server connection. The
following table lists the commands that are available regardless of the currently selected language. As
commands need to be available independent of the execution mode, they start with an escape sequence,

the \ character.

Command Alias/Shortcut Description

\ hel p \hor\? Print help about MySQL Shell, or
search the online help.

\quit \gor\exit Exit MySQL Shell.

\ In SQL mode, begin multiple-
line mode. Code is cached and
executed when an empty line is
entered.

\'status \'s Show the current MySQL Shell
status.

\js Switch execution mode to
JavaScript.

\ py Switch execution mode to Python.

\ sql Switch execution mode to SQL.

\ connect \c Connect to a MySQL instance.

\ reconnect Reconnect to the same MySQL
instance.

\ di sconnect Disconnect the global session.

\use \u Specify the schema to use.

\'source \'. orsour ce (no backslash) Execute a script file using the
active language.

\ war ni ngs \W Show any warnings generated by
a statement.

\ nowar ni ngs \'w Do not show any warnings

generated by a statement.




Help Command

Help Command

Command

Alias/Shortcut

Description

\ history

View and edit command line
history.

\rehash

Manually update the autocomplete
name cache.

\option

Query and change MySQL Shell
configuration options.

\ show

Run the specified report using the
provided options and arguments.

\'wat ch

Run the specified report using the
provided options and arguments,
and refresh the results at regular
intervals.

\edit

\e

Open a command in the default
system editor then present it in
MySQL Shell.

\ pager

\ P

Configure the pager which MySQL
Shell uses to display text.

\ nopager

Disable any pager which MySQL
Shell was configured to use.

\ system

\!

Run the specified operating
system command and display the
results in MySQL Shell.

The \ hel p command can be used with or without a parameter. When used without a parameter a general
help message is printed including information about the available MySQL Shell commands, global objects

and main help categories.

When used with a parameter, the parameter is used to search the available help based on the mode which
the MySQL Shell is currently running in. The parameter can be a word, a command, an API function, or

part of an SQL statement. The following categories exist:

* Adm nAPI - details the dba global object and the AdminAPI, which enables you to work with InnoDB
Cluster, InnoDB ClusterSet, and InnoDB ReplicaSet.

e X DevAPI - details the nysql x module as well as the capabilities of the X DevAPI, which enable you to
work with MySQL as a Document Store

» Shel | Conmands - provides details about the available built-in MySQL Shell commands.

» Shel | API - contains information about the shel | and uti | global objects, as well as the mysq|l

module that enables executing SQL on MySQL Servers.

e SQL Synt ax - entry point to retrieve syntax help on SQL statements.

To search for help on a topic, for example an API function, use the function name as a patt ern. You
can use the wildcard characters ? to match any single character and * to match multiple characters in a
search. The wildcard characters can be used one or more times in the pattern. The following namespaces
can also be used when searching for help:
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Connect, Reconnect, and Disconnect Commands

+ dba for AdminAPI

* nysql x for X DevAPI

e nysql for ShellAPI for classic MySQL protocol

» shel | for other ShellAPI classes: Shel | , Sys, Opti ons

e commands for MySQL Shell commands

e cmdl i ne for the nysql sh command interface

For example to search for help on a topic, issue \ hel p pattern and:
» use x devapi to search for help on the X DevAPI

« use \ ¢ to search for help on the MySQL Shell \ connect command

» use get Cl ust er ordba. get C ust er to search for help on the AdminAPI dba. get Cl uster ()
operation

» use Tabl e or mysql x. Tabl e to search for help on the X DevAPI Tabl e class

* when MySQL Shell is running in JavaScript mode, use i sVi ew, Tabl e. i sVi ewor
nysql x. Tabl e. i sVi ewto search for help on the i sVi ew function of the Tabl e object

« when MySQL Shell is running in Python mode, use i s_vi ew, Tabl e. i s_vi ewor
nysql x. Tabl e. i s_vi ewto search for help on the i sVi ewfunction of the Tabl e object

» when MySQL Shell is running in SQL mode, if a global session to a MySQL server exists SQL help is
displayed. For an overview use sql synt ax as the search pattern.

Depending on the search pattern provided, one or more results could be found. If only one help topic
contains the search pattern in its title, that help topic is displayed. If multiple topic titles match the pattern
but one is an exact match, that help topic is displayed, followed by a list of the other topics with pattern
matches in their titles. If no exact match is identified, a list of topics with pattern matches in their titles is
displayed. If a list of topics is returned, you can select a topic to view from the list by entering the command
again with an extended search pattern that matches the title of the relevant topic.

Connect, Reconnect, and Disconnect Commands

The \ connect command is used to connect to a MySQL Server. See Section 4.3, “MySQL Shell
Connections”.

For example:
\ connect root @ ocal host: 3306
If a password is required you are prompted for it.

Use the - - mysql x (- - nx) option to create a session using the X Protocol to connect to MySQL server
instance. For example:

\ connect --mysqgl x root @ ocal host : 33060

Use the - - nysgl (- - nt) option to create a ClassicSession, enabling you to use classic MySQL protocol to
issue SQL directly on a server. For example:

\ connect --mysqgl root @ ocal host: 3306

11



Status Command

The use of a single dash with the short form options (that is, - mx and - nt) is deprecated from version
8.0.13 of MySQL Shell.

Use the - - ssh option (available from MySQL Shell 8.0.28) to create or reuse an SSH tunnel that provides
an encrypted connection to the MySQL server instance. The use of AdminAPl commands is not supported
over connections made from MySQL Shell using SSH tunneling. Supply the URI for connection to the SSH
server in the format [ user @ host nane[ : port], followed by the MySQL instance URI, for example:

\connect --ssh root @98.51. 100. 4: 2222 root @ ocal host: 3306

When you use the - - ssh option, the port for connection to the MySQL server instance must be specified
in the MySQL instance URI.

An SSH tunnel set up using the \ connect command must use the default SSH configuration file

and identity file. For instructions to set these and further information on SSH tunnel connections from
MySQL Shell, see Section 4.3.6, “Using an SSH Tunnel”. You can set up an SSH tunnel using the

shel | . connect () method or on the command line to get additional setup options. Once established, an
SSH tunnel can be shared between connections to the same host from the same user connecting from the
same instance, whatever setup method was originally used.

The \ r econnect command is specified without any parameters or options. If the connection to the server
is lost, you can use the \ r econnect command, which makes MySQL Shell try several reconnection
attempts for the session using the existing connection parameters. If those attempts are unsuccessful, you
can make a fresh connection using the \ connect command and specifying the connection parameters.

The \ di sconnect command, available from MySQL Shell 8.0.22, is also specified without any
parameters or options. The command disconnects MySQL Shell's global session (the session represented
by the sessi on global object) from the currently connected MySQL server instance, so that you can close
the connection but still continue to use MySQL Shell.

If the connection to the server is lost, you can use the \ r econnect command, which makes MySQL
Shell try several reconnection attempts for the session using the existing connection parameters. If
those attempts are unsuccessful, you can make a fresh connection using the \ connect command and
specifying the connection parameters.

Status Command

The \ st at us command displays information about the current global connection. This includes
information about the server connected to, the character set in use, uptime, and so on.

Source Command

The \ sour ce command or its alias \ . can be used in MySQL Shell's interactive mode to execute code
from a script file at a given path. For example:

\'source /tnp/nydata. sql

You can execute either SQL, JavaScript or Python code. The code in the file is executed using the active
language, so to process SQL code the MySQL Shell must be in SQL mode.

language than the currently selected execution mode language could lead to

Warning
O As the code is executed using the active language, executing a script in a different
unexpected results.

From MySQL Shell 8.0.19, for compatibility with the nysql client, in SQL mode only, you can execute
code from a script file using the sour ce command with no backslash and an optional SQL delimiter.
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sour ce or the alias \ . (which does not use an SQL delimiter) can be used both in MySQL Shell's
interactive mode for SQL, to execute a script directly, and in a file of SQL code processed in batch mode,
to execute a further script from within the file. So with MySQL Shell in SQL mode, you could now execute
the scriptin the / t np/ nydat a. sql file from either interactive mode or batch mode using any of these
three commands:

source /tnp/ nydat a. sql
source /tnp/ nydata. sq
\. /tnp/nydata.sq

The command \ sour ce /tnp/ nydat a. sql is also valid, but in interactive mode only.

In interactive mode, the \ sour ce,\. or sour ce command itself is added to the MySQL Shell history, but
the contents of the executed script file are not added to the history.

Use Command

The \ use command enables you to choose which schema is active, for example:

\use schema_nane

The \ use command requires a global development session to be active. The \ use command sets the
current schema to the specified schenma_nane and updates the db variable to the object that represents
the selected schema.

History Command

The \ hi st ory command lists the commands you have issued previously in MySQL Shell. Issuing
\ hi st ory shows history entries in the order that they were issued with their history entry number, which
can be used with the \ hi story del ete entry_nunber command.

The \ hi st or y command provides the following options:
» Use\ hi story save to save the history manually.
* Use\history del ete entrynunber to delete the individual history entry with the given number.

e Use\history delete firstnunber-I|astnunber to delete history entries within the range of the
given entry numbers. If | ast nunber goes past the last found history entry number, history entries are
deleted up to and including the last entry.

 Use\history del ete nunber- to delete the history entries from nunber up to and including the
last entry.

« Use\history del ete -nunber to delete the specified number of history entries starting with the last
entry and working back. For example, \ hi st ory del et e - 10 deletes the last 10 history entries.

e Use\history cl ear to delete the entire history.

The history is not saved between sessions by default, so when you exit MySQL Shell the history of what
you issued during the current session is lost. If you want to keep the history across sessions, enable the
MySQL Shell hi st ory. aut oSave option. For more information, see Section 5.5, “Code History”.

Rehash Command

When you have disabled the autocomplete name cache feature, use the \ r ehash command to manually
update the cache. For example, after you load a new schema by issuing the \ use schena command,
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issue \ r ehash to update the autocomplete name cache. After this autocomplete is aware of the names
used in the database, and you can autocomplete text such as table names and so on. See Section 5.3,
“Code Autocompletion”.

Option Command

The \ opt i on command enables you to query and change MySQL Shell configuration options in all
modes. You can use the \ opt i on command to list the configuration options that have been set and show
how their value was last changed. You can also use it to set and unset options, either for the session, or
persistently in the MySQL Shell configuration file. For instructions and a list of the configuration options,
see Section 13.4, “Configuring MySQL Shell Options”.

Pager Commands

You can configure MySQL Shell to use an external pager to read long onscreen output, such as the online
help or the results of SQL queries. See Section 4.6, “Using a Pager”.

Show and Watch Commands

The \ show command runs the named report, which can be either a built-in MySQL Shell report or a user-
defined report that has been registered with MySQL Shell. You can specify the standard options for the
command, and any options or additional arguments that the report supports. The \ wat ch command runs a
report in the same way as the \ show command, but then refreshes the results at regular intervals until you
cancel the command using Ctrl + C. For instructions, see Section 10.1.5, “Running MySQL Shell Reports”.

Edit Command

The\ edit (\ €) command opens a command in the default system editor for editing, then presents
the edited command in MySQL Shell for execution. The command can also be invoked using the key
combination Ctrl-X Ctrl-E. For details, see Section 5.4, “Editing Code”.

System Command

The \ syst em(\ ! ) command runs the operating system command that you specify as an argument to the
command, then displays the output from the command in MySQL Shell. MySQL Shell returns an error if it
was unable to execute the command. The output from the command is returned as given by the operating
system, and is not processed by MySQL Shell's JSON wrapping function or by any external pager tool that
you have specified to display output.
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This section describes how to get started with MySQL Shell, explaining how to connect to a MySQL server
instance, and how to choose a session type.

Important

A It is recommended that you always use the most recent version available. The latest
version of MySQL Shell can be used with any version of MySQL 5.7 or 8.0.

4.1 Starting MySQL Shell

When MySQL Shell is installed you have the nmysgl sh command available. Open a terminal window
(command prompt on Windows) and start MySQL Shell by issuing:

> nysql sh

This opens MySQL Shell without connecting to a server, by default in JavaScript mode. You change mode
using the\ sqgl , \ py, and \ j s commands.

4.2 MySQL Shell Sessions

In MySQL Shell, connections to MySQL Server instances are handled by a session object. The following
types of session object are available:

» Sessi on: Use this session object type for new application development to communicate with MySQL
Server instances where X Protocol is available. X Protocol offers the best integration with MySQL
Server. For X Protocol to be available, X Plugin must be installed and enabled on the MySQL Server
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instance, which it is by default from MySQL 8.0. In MySQL 5.7, X Plugin must be installed manually. See
X Plugin for details. X Plugin listens to the port specified by nysql x_por t, which defaults to 33060, so
specify this port with connections using a Sessi on.

» Cl assi cSessi on: Use this session object type to interact with MySQL Server instances that do not
have X Protocol available. This object is intended for running SQL against servers using classic MySQL
protocol. The development API available for this kind of session is very limited. For example, there
are none of the X DevAPI CRUD operations, no collection handling, and binding is not supported. For
development, prefer Sessi on objects whenever possible.

Important

A Cl assi cSessi on is specific to MySQL Shell and cannot be used with other
implementations of X DevAPlI, such as MySQL Connectors.

When you make the first connection to a MySQL Server instance, which can be done either while starting
MySQL Shell or afterwards, a MySQL Shell global object named sessi on is created to represent this
connection. This particular session object is global because once created, it can be used in all of the
MySQL Shell execution modes: SQL mode, JavaScript mode, and Python mode. The connection it
represents is therefore referred to as the global session. The variable sessi on holds a reference to this
session object, and can be used in MySQL Shell in JavaScript mode and Python mode to work with the
connection.

The sessi on global object can be either the Sessi on type of session object or the Cl assi cSessi on
type of session object, according to the protocol you select when making the connection to a MySQL
Server instance. You can choose the protocol, and therefore the session object type, using a command
option, or specify it as part of the connection data that you provide. To see information about the current
global session, issue:

nysql-js []> session
<Cl assi cSessi on: user @xanpl e. com 3330>

When the global session is connected, this shows the session object type and the address of the MySQL
Server instance to which the global session is connected.

If you choose a protocol explicitly or indicate it implicitly when making a connection, MySQL Shell tries to
create the connection using that protocol, and returns an error if this fails. If your connection parameters
do not indicate the protocol, MySQL Shell first tries to make the connection using X Protocol (returning
the Sessi on type of session object), and if this fails, tries to make the connection using classic MySQL
protocol (returning the Cl assi cSessi on type of session object).

To verify the results of your connection attempt, use MySQL Shell's \ st at us command or the

shel | . st at us() method. These display the connection protocol and other information about the
connection represented by the sessi on global object, or return “Not Connected” if the sessi on global
object is not connected to a MySQL server. For example:

nysqgl-js []> shell.status()
MySQL Shell version 8.0.18

Sessi on type: X Protocol

Connection |d: 198

Current schenma:

Current user: user @xanpl e. com

SSL: Ci pher in use: TLS AES 256_GCM SHA384 TLSv1.3
Using delimter: ;

Server version: 8.0.18 WySQ. Community Server - GPL

Pr ot ocol versi on: X Prot ocol

Client library: 8.0.18
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Creating the Sessi on Global Object While Starting MySQL Shell

Connecti on: TCP/ | P

TCP port: 33060

Server characterset: ut f 8nmb4

Schema char act er set : ut f 8nmb4

Client characterset: ut f 8mb4

Conn. characterset: ut f 8nmb4

Conpr essi on: Enabl ed (zstd)

Upt i ne: 31 min 42.0000 sec

Threads: 8 Questions: 2622 Slow queries: 0 Opens: 298 Flush tables: 3 Open tables: 217 Queries per s

This section focuses on explaining the session objects that represent connections to MySQL Server
instances, and the sessi on global object. For full instructions and examples for each of the ways
mentioned in this section to connect to MySQL Server instances, and the other options that are available
for the connections, see Section 4.3, “MySQL Shell Connections”.

4.2.1 Creating the Sessi on Global Object While Starting MySQL Shell

When you start MySQL Shell from the command line, you can specify connection parameters using
separate command options for each value, such as the user name, host, and port. For instructions and
examples to start MySQL Shell and connect to a MySQL Server instance in this way, see Section 4.3.1,
“Connecting using Individual Parameters”. When you use this connection method, you can add one of
these options to choose the type of session object to create at startup to be the sessi on global object:

* --nysql x (- - nx) creates a Sessi on object, which connects to the MySQL Server instance using X
Protocol.

e --nysql (--nt)creates a Cl assi cSessi on object, which connects to the MySQL Server instance
using classic MySQL protocol.

For example, this command starts MySQL Shell and establishes an X Protocol connection to a local
MySQL Server instance listening at port 33060:

$> nysql sh --nysqgl x -u user -h |ocal host -P 33060

If you are starting MySQL Shell in SQL mode, the - - sql x and - - sql ¢ options include a choice of
session object type, so you can specify one of these instead to make MySQL Shell use X Protocol or
classic MySQL protocol for the connection. For a reference for all the mysql sh command line options, see
Section A.1, “mysqlsh — The MySQL Shell”.

As an alternative to specifying the connection parameters using individual options, you can specify them
using a URI-like connection string. You can pass in this string when you start MySQL Shell from the
command line, with or without using the optional - - uri command option. When you use this connection
method, you can include the schene element at the start of the URI-like connection string to select the
type of session object to create. mysql x creates a Sessi on object using X Protocol, or nysql creates a
Cl assi cSessi on object using classic MySQL protocol. For example, either of these commands uses a
URI-like connection string to start MySQL Shell and create a classic MySQL protocol connection to a local
MySQL Server instance listening at port 3306:

$> nysql sh --uri nysqgl://user @ ocal host: 3306
$> nysql sh nysql ://user @ ocal host : 3306

You can also specify the connection protocol as an option rather than as part of the URI-like connection
string, for example:

$> nysql sh --nysql --uri user @ ocal host: 3306

For instructions and examples to connect to a MySQL Server instance in this way, see Connecting to the
Server Using URI-Like Strings or Key-Value Pairs.

17


https://dev.mysql.com/doc/refman/8.0/en/connecting-using-uri-or-key-value-pairs.html
https://dev.mysql.com/doc/refman/8.0/en/connecting-using-uri-or-key-value-pairs.html

Creating the Sessi on Global Object After Starting MySQL Shell

You may omit the connection protocol and let MySQL Shell automatically detect it based on your

other connection parameters. For example, if you specify port 33060 and there is no option stating the
connection protocol, MySQL Shell attempts to make the connection using X Protocol. If your connection
parameters do not indicate the protocol, MySQL Shell first tries to make the connection using X Protocol,
and if this fails, tries to make the connection using classic MySQL protocol.

4.2.2 Creating the Sessi on Global Object After Starting MySQL Shell

If you started MySQL Shell without connecting to a MySQL Server instance, you can use MySQL Shell's
\ connect command or the shel | . connect () method to initiate a connection and create the sessi on
global object. Alternatively, the shel | . get Sessi on() method returns the sessi on global object.

MySQL Shell's\ connect command is used with a URI-like connection string, as described above and in
Connecting to the Server Using URI-Like Strings or Key-Value Pairs. You can include the schene element
at the start of the URI-like connection string to select the type of session object to create, for example:

nysql -j s> \connect nysql x://user @ ocal host: 33060

Alternatively, you can omit the schene element and use the command's - - nysql x (- - mx) option to
create a Sessi on object using X Protocol, or - - mysql (- - nt) to create a Cl assi cSessi on object using
classic MySQL protocol. For example:

nysql -j s> \connect --nysql x user @ ocal host: 33060

The shel | . connect () method can be used in MySQL Shell as an alternative to the \ connect
command to create the sessi on global object. This connection method can use a URI-like connection
string, with the selected protocol specified as the schene element. For example:

nysql -j s> shel | . connect (' nysql x: // user @ ocal host : 33060' )

With the shel | . connect () method, you can also specify the connection parameters using key-value
pairs, supplied as a JSON object in JavaScript or as a dictionary in Python. The selected protocol (mysql x
or nysql ) is specified as the value for the schene key. For example:

nmysql -j s> shel | . connect ( {schene: ' nysqgl x', user:'user', host:'local host', port: 33060} )

For instructions and examples to connect to a MySQL Server instance in these ways, see Connecting to
the Server Using URI-Like Strings or Key-Value Pairs.

You may omit the connection protocol and let MySQL Shell automatically detect it based on your other
connection parameters, such as specifying the default port for the protocol. To verify the protocol that was
used for a connection, use MySQL Shell's\ st at us command or the shel | . st at us() method.

If you use the \ connect command or the shel | . connect () method to create a new connection when
the sessi on global object already exists (either created during startup or afterwards), MySQL Shell closes
the existing connection represented by the sessi on global object. This is the case even if you assign

the new session object created by the shel | . connect () method to a different variable. The value of

the sessi on global object (referenced by the sessi on variable) is still updated with the new connection
details. If you want to have multiple concurrent connections available, create these using the alternative
functions described in Section 4.2.3, “Scripting Sessions in JavaScript and Python Mode”.

4.2.3 Scripting Sessions in JavaScript and Python Mode

You can use functions available in JavaScript and Python mode to create multiple session objects of
your chosen types and assign them to variables. These session objects let you establish and manage
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concurrent connections to work with multiple MySQL Server instances, or with the same instance in
multiple ways, from a single MySQL Shell instance.

Functions to create session objects are available in the nysql x and nysql JavaScript and Python
modules. These modules must be imported before use, which is done automatically when MySQL Shell
is used in interactive mode. The function nmysql x. get Sessi on() opens an X Protocol connection to a
MySQL Server instance using the specified connection data, and returns a Sessi on object to represent
the connection. The functions nmysql . get Cl assi cSessi on() and nysql . get Sessi on() opena
classic MySQL protocol connection to a MySQL Server instance using the specified connection data,
and return a Cl assi cSessi on object to represent the connection. With these functions, the connection

protocol that MySQL Shell uses is built into the function rather than being selected using a separate option,

so you must choose the appropriate function to match the correct protocol for the port.

From MySQL Shell 8.0.20, MySQL Shell provides its own openSessi on() method in the shel | global

object, which can be used in either JavaScript or Python mode. shel | . openSessi on() works with both
X Protocol and classic MySQL protocol. You specify the connection protocol as part of the connection data,
or let MySQL Shell automatically detect it based on your other connection parameters (such as the default

port number for the protocol).

The connection data for all these functions can be specified as a URI-like connection string, or as

a dictionary of key-value pairs. You can access the returned session object using the variable to
which you assign it. This example shows how to open a classic MySQL protocol connection using the
nmysqgl . get Cl assi cSessi on() function, which returns a Cl assi cSessi on object to represent the
connection:

nysql -j s> var sl = nysqgl.getC assi cSessi on(' user @ ocal host: 3306', 'password');
nysql -j s> sl
<C assi cSessi on: user @ ocal host : 3306>

This example shows how to use shel | . openSessi on() in Python mode to open an X Protocol
connection with compression required for the connection. A Sessi on object is returned:

nysql -py> s2 = shel |l . open_session(' nysql x://user @ ocal host : 33060?conpr essi on=required', 'password')

mysql - py> s2
<Sessi on: user @ ocal host : 33060>

Session objects that you create in JavaScript mode using these functions can only be used in JavaScript

mode, and the same happens if the session object is created in Python mode. You cannot create multiple

session objects in SQL mode. Although you can only reference session objects using their assigned
variables in the mode where you created them, you can use the shel | . set Sessi on() method in any
mode to set as the sessi on global object a session object that you have created and assigned to a
variable. For example:

mysql -j s> var s3 = nysql x. get Sessi on(' user @ ocal host: 33060', ' password');
nmysql -j s> s3

<Sessi on: user @ ocal host : 33060>

mysql -j s> shel | . set Sessi on(s3);

<Sessi on: user @ ocal host : 33060>

mysql -j s> sessi on

<Sessi on: user @ ocal host : 33060>

nmysql -j s> shel | . status();

MySQL Shell version 8.0.18

Sessi on type: X Protocol
Connection |d: 5

Current schenma:

Current user: user @ ocal host
TCP port: 33060
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The session object s3 is now available using the sessi on global object, so the X Protocol connection it
represents can be accessed from any of MySQL Shell's modes: SQL mode, JavaScript mode, and Python
mode. Details of this connection can also now be displayed using the shel | . st at us() method, which
only displays the details for the connection represented by the sessi on global object. If the MySQL Shell
instance has one or more open connections but none of them are set as the sessi on global object, the
shel | . st at us() method returns “Not Connected”.

A session object that you set using shel | . set Sessi on() replaces any existing session object that was
set as the sessi on global object. If the replaced session object was originally created and assigned to

a variable using one of the nysql x or nysql functions or shel | . openSessi on(), it still exists and

its connection remains open. You can continue to use this connection in the MySQL Shell mode where

it was originally created, and you can make it into the sessi on global object again at any time using

shel | . set Sessi on() . If the replaced session object was created with the shel | . connect () method
and assigned to a variable, the same is true. If the replaced session object was created while starting
MySQL Shell, or using the \ connect command, or using the shel | . connect () method but without
assigning it to a variable, its connection is closed, and you must recreate the session object if you want to
use it again.

4.3 MySQL Shell Connections

MySQL Shell can connect to MySQL Server using both X Protocol and classic MySQL protocol. You can
specify the MySQL server instance to which MySQL Shell connects globally in the following ways:

* When you start MySQL Shell, using the command parameters. See Section 4.3.1, “Connecting using
Individual Parameters”.

* When MySQL Shell is running, using the \ connect i nst ance command. See Section 3.1, “MySQL
Shell Commands”.

* When running in Python or JavaScript mode, using the shel | . connect () method.

These methods of connecting to a MySQL server instance create the global session, which is a
connection that can be used in all of the MySQL Shell execution modes: SQL mode, JavaScript mode,
and Python mode. A MySQL Shell global object named sessi on represents this connection, and

the variable sessi on holds a reference to it. You can also create multiple additional session objects

that represent other connections to MySQL server instances, by using the shel | . openSessi on(),
nysgl x. get Sessi on(), nysql . get Sessi on(), ormysql . get C assi cSessi on() function.

These connections can be used in the modes where you created them, and one of them at a time can be
assigned as MySQL Shell's global session so it can be used in all modes. For an explanation of session
objects, how to operate on the global session, and how to create and manage multiple connections from a
MySQL Shell instance, see Section 4.2, “MySQL Shell Sessions”.

All these different ways of connecting to a MySQL server instance support specifying the connection as
follows:

» Parameters specified with a URI-like string use a syntax such as myuser @xanpl e. com 3306/ nai n-
schena. For the full syntax, see Connecting Using URI-Like Connection Strings.

» Parameters specified with key-value pairs use a syntax such as { user: ' myuser',
host: ' exanpl e.com , port: 3306, schenm:' nain-schenma'}. These key-value pairs are
supplied in language-natural constructs for the implementation. For example, you can supply connection
parameters using key-value pairs as a JSON object in JavaScript, or as a dictionary in Python. For the
full syntax, see Connecting Using Key-Value Pairs.
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See Connecting to the Server Using URI-Like Strings or Key-Value Pairs for more information.
Important

A Regardless of how you choose to connect it is important to understand how
passwords are handled by MySQL Shell. By default connections are assumed to
require a password. The password (which has a maximum length of 128 characters)
is requested at the login prompt, and can be stored using Section 4.4, “Pluggable
Password Store”. If the user specified has a passwordless account, which is
insecure and not recommended, or if socket peer-credential authentication is in use
(for example when using Unix socket connections), you must explicitly specify that
no password is provided and the password prompt is not required. To do this, use
one of the following methods:

« If you are connecting using a URI-like connection string, place a : after the user
in the string but do not specify a password after it.

« If you are connecting using key-value pairs, provide an empty string using ' '
after the passwor d key.

 If you are connecting using individual parameters, either specify the - - no-
passwor d option, or specify the - - passwor d= option with an empty value.

If you do not specify parameters for a connection the following defaults are used:
» user defaults to the current system user name.
* host defaultsto| ocal host .

e port defaults to the X Plugin port 33060 when using an X Protocol connection, and port 3306 when
using a classic MySQL protocol connection.

To configure the connection timeout use the connect - t i neout connection parameter. The value of
connect - ti meout must be a non-negative integer that defines a time frame in milliseconds. The timeout
default value is 10000 milliseconds, or 10 seconds. For example:

/| Decrease the tinmeout to 2 seconds.
nmysql -j s> \connect user @xanpl e. conconnect -t i meout =2000
Il Increase the tinmeout to 20 seconds
nmysql -j s> \connect user @xanpl e. con?connect -ti meout =20000

To disable the timeout set the value of connect -t i neout to 0, meaning that the client waits until the
underlying socket times out, which is platform dependent.

Certain operations that open many connections to servers can take a long time to execute when one or
more servers are unreachable, for example, the shel | . connect () command. The connection timeout
may not provide enough time for a response.

From MySQL Shell 8.0.28, you can use the MySQL Shell configuration option connect Ti neout to set the
default connection timeout for any session not using AdminAPI.

Instead of a TCP connection, you can connect using a Unix socket file or a Windows named pipe. For
instructions, see Section 4.3.3, “Connecting using Unix Sockets and Windows Named Pipes”.

If the MySQL server instance supports encrypted connections, you can enable and configure the
connection to use encryption. For instructions, see Section 4.3.4, “Using Encrypted Connections”.

21


https://dev.mysql.com/doc/refman/8.0/en/connecting-using-uri-or-key-value-pairs.html

Connecting using Individual Parameters

From MySQL Shell 8.0.27, the use of LDAP and Kerberos authentication is supported for classic MySQL
protocol connections. For instructions to use these, see Section 4.3.5, “Using LDAP and Kerberos
Authentication”.

From MySQL Shell 8.0.28, MySQL Shell supports SSH tunneling to connect to MySQL server instances.
For instructions, see Section 4.3.6, “Using an SSH Tunnel”.

You can also request that the connection uses compression for all data sent between the MySQL Shell and
the MySQL server instance. For instructions, see Section 4.3.7, “Using Compressed Connections”.

If the connection to the server is lost, you can use the \ r econnect command, which makes MySQL
Shell try several reconnection attempts for the current global session using the existing connection
parameters. The \ r econnect command is specified without any parameters or options. If those attempts
are unsuccessful, you can make a fresh connection using the \ connect command and specifying the
connection parameters.

4.3.1 Connecting using Individual Parameters

In addition to specifying connection parameters using a connection string, it is also possible to define the
connection data when starting MySQL Shell using separate command parameters for each value. For a full
reference of MySQL Shell command options see Section A.1, “mysqlsh — The MySQL Shell”.

Use the following connection related parameters:
e --user (-u)val ue

e --host (-h)val ue

e --port (-P)val ue

* --schema or - - dat abase (- D) val ue

e --socket (-9

The command options behave similarly to the options used with the mysql client described at Connecting
to the MySQL Server Using Command Options.

Use the following command options to control whether and how a password is provided for the connection:

» --passwor d=passwor d (- ppasswor d) with a value supplies a password (up to 128 characters) to be
used for the connection. With the long form - - passwor d=, you must use an equal sign and not a space
between the option and its value. With the short form - p, there must be no space between the option
and its value. If a space is used in either case, the value is not interpreted as a password and might be
interpreted as another connection parameter.

Specifying a password on the command line should be considered insecure. See End-User Guidelines
for Password Security. You can use an option file to avoid giving the password on the command line.

e --passwor d with no value and no equal sign, or - p without a value, requests the password prompt.

* --no-password, or - - passwor d= with an empty value, specifies that the user is connecting without
a password. When connecting to the server, if the user has a passwordless account, which is insecure
and not recommended, or if socket peer-credential authentication is in use (for Unix socket connections),
you must use one of these methods to explicitly specify that no password is provided and the password
prompt is not required.

e --passwordl, - - passwor d2, and - - passwor d3, available from MySQL Shell 8.0.28, are the
passwords for accounts that require multifactor authentication. You can supply up to three passwords.
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The options work in the same way as the --password option, and --passwordl is treated as equivalent
to that option. These options are available from MySQL Shell 8.0.28, where they are only supported for
classic MySQL protocol connections made using command-line arguments.

When parameters are specified in multiple ways, for example using both the - - uri option and specifying
individual parameters such as - - user, the following rules apply:

« If an argument is specified more than once the value of the last appearance is used.

« If both individual connection arguments and - - ur i are specified, the value of - - uri is taken as the
base and the values of the individual arguments override the specific component from the base URI-like
string.

For example to override user from the URI-like string:

$> nysql sh --uri user @ocal host: 33065 --user otheruser

Connections from MySQL Shell to a server can be encrypted, and can be compressed, if you request
these features and the server supports them. For instructions to establish an encrypted connection, see
Section 4.3.4, “Using Encrypted Connections”. For instructions to establish a compressed connection, see
Section 4.3.7, “Using Compressed Connections”.

The following examples show how to use command parameters to specify connections. Attempt to
establish an X Protocol connection with a specified user at port 33065:

$> nysql sh --nysql x -u user -h |ocal host -P 33065

Attempt to establish a classic MySQL protocol connection with a specified user, requesting compression
for the connection:

$> nysql sh --nysqgl -u user -h local host -C
4.3.2 Connecting using login-path and Options Files

As of MySQL Shell 8.0.32, MySQL login paths and option files are supported. The following MySQL
command line options are supported at the start of the command line:

e --print-defaults

* --no-defaults

o --defaults-file

o --defaults-extra-file

e --defaul ts-group-suffix
* --login-path

MySQL Shell reads a section in the MySQL configuration file, [ mysql sh], which contains the MySQL
Shell command line options.

MySQL Shell also reads the [ cl i ent] section of the MySQL configuration file.

Note
@ Some [ cl i ent] options are not supported by MySQL Shell, such as | ocal -
i nfil e, and some options have the same name in both, but take different
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values, such asthe [ cl i ent] option - - conpr ess and the [ mysql sh] option
conpr ess=val ue.

MySQL Shell returns a specific error for such options, specifying the name of the
option and the error.

For information on option file locations, order of precedence on Windows and Linux platforms, and option
syntax, see Using Option Files. For information on login-path, see - - | ogi n- pat h.

For example, if you define the following in your options file, c: \ my. i ni for example:

[mysql sh]

sql

[client]

host =l ocal host
user =user 1l

port =3306
dat abase=saki | a

These options set the following:

* sql : the default MySQL Shell mode, SQL.

* host =l ocal host : defines the host as localhost.

» user =user 1: defines the user as userl.

» port =3306: defines the connection port as 3306.

+ dat abase=saki | a: defines the default schema as sakila.

Run nysql sh without any connection string:
> nysql sh
MySQL Shell 8.0.32-conmerci al
Copyright (c) 2016, 2022, Oracle and/or its affiliates.
Oracle is a registered trademark of Oracle Corporation and/or its affiliates.
O her nanes nmay be trademarks of their respective owners.
Type '\help' or "\?" for help; "\quit' to exit.
Creating a O assic session to 'root @ocal host: 3306/ sakil a'
Fet chi ng gl obal nanes, object nanes from sakila  for auto-conpletion... Press ~C to stop.
Your MySQL connection id is 93
Server version: 8.0.31-conmercial MySQ. Enterprise Server - Commerci al

Default schenmm set to “sakila'.
| ocal host: 3306 ssl sakila SQ >

Note
@ Options defined on the command line override all other values.

The order of precedence for MySQL Shell:
e Command line arguments

* Login path
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» Option files

» Persisted Shell options

4.3.3 Connecting using Unix Sockets and Windows Named Pipes

On Unix, MySQL Shell connections default to using Unix sockets when the following conditions are met:
» A TCP port is not specified.

* A host name is not specified or it is equal to | ocal host .

* The - - socket or - S option is specified, with or without a path to a socket file.

If you specify - - socket with no value and no equal sign, or - S without a value, the default Unix socket file
for the protocol is used. If you specify a path to an alternative Unix socket file, that socket file is used.

If a host name is specified but it is not | ocal host , a TCP connection is established instead. In this case, if
a TCP port is not specified the default value of 3306 is used.

On Windows, for MySQL Shell connections using classic MySQL protocol, if you specify the host name as
a period (.), MySQL Shell connects using a named pipe.

* If you are connecting using a URI-like connection string, specify user @
« If you are connecting using key-value pairs, specify { "host": "."}
« If you are connecting using individual parameters, specify - - host =. or-h .

By default, the pipe name My SQL is used. You can specify an alternative named pipe using the - - socket
option or as part of the URI-like connection string.

In URI-like strings, the path to a Unix socket file or Windows named pipe must be encoded, using either
percent encoding or by surrounding the path with parentheses. Parentheses eliminate the need to percent
encode characters such as the / directory separator character. If the path to a Unix socket file is included
in a URI-like string as part of the query string, the leading slash must be percent encoded, but if it replaces
the host name, the leading slash must not be percent encoded, as shown in the following examples:

nysql -j s> \connect user @ ocal host ?socket =%2Ft np%2Fnysql . sock
nysql -j s> \connect user @ ocal host ?socket =(/t np/ mysql . sock)
nysql -j s> \connect user @t np%2Fnysql . sock

nysql -j s> \connect user @/t np/ nysql . sock)

On Windows only, the named pipe must be prepended with the characters \ \ . \ as well as being either
encoded using percent encoding or surrounded with parentheses, as shown in the following examples:

(\\.\ naned: pi pe)
\\. \ naned%3Api pe

Important

A On Windows, if one or more MySQL Shell sessions are connected to a MySQL
Server instance using a named pipe and you need to shut down the server, you
must first close the MySQL Shell sessions. Sessions that are still connected in
this way can cause the server to hang during the shutdown procedure. If this
does happen, exit MySQL Shell and the server will continue with the shutdown
procedure.
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For more information on connecting with Unix socket files and Windows named pipes, see Connecting to
the MySQL Server Using Command Options and Connecting to the Server Using URI-Like Strings or Key-
Value Pairs.

4.3.4 Using Encrypted Connections

Using encrypted connections is possible when connecting to a TLS (sometimes referred to as SSL)
enabled MySQL server. Much of the configuration of MySQL Shell is based on the options used by MySQL
server, see Using Encrypted Connections for more information.

To configure an encrypted connection at startup of MySQL Shell, use the following command options:

e --ssl : Deprecated, to be removed in a future version. Use - - ss| - node. This option enables or
disables encrypted connections.

» --ssl -node : This option specifies the desired security state of the connection to the server.

* --ssl-ca=fil e_nane: The path to a file in PEM format that contains a list of trusted SSL Certificate
Authorities.

e --ssl-capat h=di r _nane: The path to a directory that contains trusted SSL Certificate Authority
certificates in PEM format.

e --ssl-cert=file_nane: The name of the SSL certificate file in PEM format to use for establishing an
encrypted connection.

» --ssl-ci pher =nane: The name of the SSL cipher to use for establishing an encrypted connection.

* --ssl-key=fil e_nane: The name of the SSL key file in PEM format to use for establishing an
encrypted connection.

» --ssl-crl =nane: The path to a file containing certificate revocation lists in PEM format.

e --ssl-crl pat h=di r _nane: The path to a directory that contains files containing certificate revocation
lists in PEM format.

e --tls-ciphersuites=suites: The TLS cipher suites permitted for encrypted connections,
specified as a colon separated list of TLS cipher suite names. For example - -t | s-
ci phersui tes=TLS DHE PSK W TH_AES 128 GCM SHA256: TLS CHACHA20_ POLY1305_SHA256.
Added in version 8.0.18.

» --tls-version=version: The TLS protocols permitted for encrypted connections, specified as a
comma separated list. For example - -t | s-ver si on=TLSv1. 2, TLSv1. 3.

From MySQL 8.0.28, the TLSv1 and TLSv1.1 protocols are not supported by MySQL Server, and
MySQL Shell cannot make a TLS/SSL connection with the protocol set to TLSv1 or TLSv1.1. If you
attempt to make a connection using TLS/SSL from any version of MySQL Shell to a MySQL Server
instance at 8.0.28 or above, and you specify the TLSv1 or TLSv1.1 protocol using the- -t | s- ver si on
option, you will see the following results:

e For TCP connections, the connection fails, and an error is returned to MySQL Shell.

» For socket connections, if - - ssl - node is set to REQUI RED, the connection fails. If - - ss| - node is
not set to REQUI RED, the connection is made but with TLS/SSL disabled.

The TLSv1 and TLSv1.1 protocols were deprecated from MySQL 8.0.26. For background, refer to the
IETF memo Deprecating TLSv1.0 and TLSv1.1. Make connections between MySQL Shell and MySQL
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Server using the more-secure TLSv1.2 and TLSv1.3 protocols. TLSv1.3 requires that both the MySQL
server and the client application be compiled with OpenSSL 1.1.1 or higher. For more information on the
support for TLS protocol versions in MySQL Server releases, see Removal of Support for the TLSv1 and
TLSv1.1 Protocols.

Alternatively, the SSL options can be encoded as part of a URI-like connection string as part of the query
element. The available SSL options are the same as those listed above, but written without the preceding
hyphens. For example, ssl - ca is the equivalent of - - ssl - ca.

Paths specified in a URI-like string must be percent encoded, for example:

ssl user @27. 0. 0. 1?ssl - ca¥8D%2Fr oot %2Fcl i ent cert %2Fca- cert . pen?26ssl - cer t ¥%8DY2Fr o\
ot %2Fcl i entcert 9%2Fcl i ent-cert. pen@6ssl| - key¥8D¥2Fr oot %2Fcl i ent cert %2Fcl i ent - key
. pem

See Connecting to the Server Using URI-Like Strings or Key-Value Pairs for more information.

To establish an encrypted connection for a scripting session in JavaScript or Python mode, set the SSL
information in the connect i onDat a dictionary. For example:

nysql -j s> var sessi on=nysql x. get Sessi on({host: 'l ocal host",
user: 'root',
password: ‘' password',
ssl _ca: "path_to_ca_file",
ssl _cert: "path_to_cert_file",
ssl _key: "path_to_key file"});

Sessions created using nysql x. get Sessi on(), mysql . get Sessi on(), or

nysql . get Cl assi cSessi on() use ssl - nnde=REQUI RED as the default if no ssl - node is provided,
and neither ssl - ca nor ssl - capat h is provided. If no ssl - node is provided and any of ssl - ca or ssl -
capat h is provided, created sessions default to ss| - node=VERI FY_CA.

See Connecting Using Key-Value Pairs for more information.

4.3.5 Using LDAP and Kerberos Authentication

MySQL Enterprise Edition supports authentication methods that enable MySQL Server to use LDAP
(Lightweight Directory Access Protocol), LDAP with Kerberos, or native Kerberos to authenticate MySQL
users. MySQL Shell 8.0.27 supports both LDAP and Kerberos authentication for classic MySQL protocol
connections. This functionality is not supported for X Protocol connections.

The sections that follow describe how to enable connections to MySQL server using LDAP and Kerberos
authentication. It is assumed that the server is running with the server-side plugin enabled and that the
client-side plugin is available on the client host.

» Simple LDAP Authentication
» SASL-Based LDAP Authentication
» GSSAPI/Kerberos Authentication Through LDAP SASL

» Kerberos Authentication
Simple LDAP Authentication

MySQL and LDAP work together to fetch user, credential, and group information. For an overview of the
simple LDAP authentication process, see How LDAP Authentication of MySQL Users Works. To use
simple LDAP authentication with MySQL Shell, the following conditions must be satisfied:

27


https://dev.mysql.com/doc/refman/8.0/en/encrypted-connection-protocols-ciphers.html#encrypted-connection-deprecated-protocols
https://dev.mysql.com/doc/refman/8.0/en/encrypted-connection-protocols-ciphers.html#encrypted-connection-deprecated-protocols
https://dev.mysql.com/doc/refman/8.0/en/connection-options.html#option_general_ssl-ca
https://dev.mysql.com/doc/refman/8.0/en/connecting-using-uri-or-key-value-pairs.html
https://dev.mysql.com/doc/refman/8.0/en/connecting-using-uri-or-key-value-pairs.html#connecting-using-key-value-pairs
https://dev.mysql.com/doc/refman/8.0/en/ldap-pluggable-authentication.html#ldap-pluggable-authentication-process

Using LDAP and Kerberos Authentication

» A user account must be created on the MySQL server that is set up to communicate with the LDAP
server. The MySQL user must be identified with the aut henti cati on_| dap_si npl e server-side
plugin and optionally the LDAP user distinguished name (DN). For example:

CREATE USER ' admi n' @1 ocal host'
| DENTI FI ED W TH aut henti cati on_| dap_si npl e
BY ' ui d=admi n, ou=Peopl e, dc=ny- donai n, dc=com ;

The BY clause in this example indicates which LDAP entry the MySQL account authenticates against.
Specific attributes of the DN may vary depending on the LDAP server.

» MySQL Shell uses the client-side nysql _cl ear passwor d plugin, which sends the password to the
server as cleartext. No password hashing or encryption is used, so a secure connection (using SSL or
sockets) between the MySQL Shell and server is required. For more information, see Section 4.3.4,
“Using Encrypted Connections” or Section 4.3.3, “Connecting using Unix Sockets and Windows Named
Pipes”.

* To minimize the security risk, the mysql _cl ear _passwor d plugin must be enabled explicitly by
setting the value of the - - aut h- net hod command-line option to cl ear _t ext _passwor d on a secure
connection. For example, the following command permits you to establish a global session for the user
created in the previous example:

$> nysqgl sh adm n@ ocal host : 3308 - - aut h- net hod=cl ear _t ext _password
Pl ease provide the password for 'adm n@ ocal host: 3308' : admi n_password (adm n LDAP passwor d)

Note
@ You can also set the environment variable,

LI BWSQL_ENABLE_CLEARTEXT PLUG N, and enable the

nysql _cl ear _passwor d plugin for all client connections. However, this method
is inherently insecure and is not recommended for any scenario other than
testing. For more information, see Client-Side Cleartext Pluggable Authentication.

SASL-Based LDAP Authentication

MySQL Server is able to accept connections from users defined outside the MySQL grant tables in
LDAP directories. The client-side and server-side SASL LDAP plugins use SASL messages for secure
transmission of credentials within the LDAP protocol (see Using LDAP Pluggable Authentication).

For SASL-based authentication, the MySQL user must be identified with the
aut henti cation_I dap_sasl server-side plugin and optionally an LDAP entry the MySQL account
authenticates against. For example:

CREATE USER ' sammy' @ ocal host'
| DENTI FI ED W TH aut henti cati on_| dap_sasl
BY ' ui d=sammy_| dap, ou=Peopl e, dc=ny- donzi n, dc=coni ;

The aut henti cation_| dap_sasl cli ent client-side plugin ships with the MySQL Server packages
rather than being built into the | i bnysqgl cl i ent client library. MySQL Shell provides the persistent
connection option shel | . opti ons. mysql Pl ugi nDi r that enables you to define where the required
plugin is located. Alternatively, you can override the persistent setting by specifying a path with the non-
persistent command-line option - - nysql - pl ugi n- di r . For example, the following command permits you
to establish a global session on a Linux host for the user created in the previous example:

$> nysql sh sammy @ ocal host : 3308 --nysql -pl ugi n-di r="/usr/local /nysql/lib/plugin"
Pl ease provide the password for 'sammy@ ocal host: 3308': sammy_password (sanmy_| dap LDAP password)

For additional usage examples, see LDAP Authentication with Proxying and LDAP Authentication Group
Preference and Mapping Specification.
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GSSAPI/Kerberos Authentication Through LDAP SASL

MySQL Shell also supports Kerberos authentication through LDAP SASL. Using the Generic Security
Service Application Program Interface (GSSAPI) security abstraction interface, a connection of this type
authenticates to Kerberos to obtain service credentials, then uses those credentials in turn to enable
secure access to other services. GSSAPI/Kerberos is supported as an LDAP authentication method for
MySQL servers and MySQL Shell on Linux only.

A GSSAPI library and Kerberos services must be available to MySQL Server for the connection to
succeed. See The GSSAPI/Kerberos Authentication Method for server-side configuration information.

The following general example creates proxy user named | ucy @ASQL. LOCAL that assumes the
privileges of the proxied user named pr oxi ed_kr b_usr . It presumes the realm domain MYSQL. LOCAL is
configured in the / et ¢/ kr b5. conf Kerberos configuration file.

lucy@MYSQL.LOCAL' is quoted as a single value for LDAP Kerberos

Note
@ The user part of the account name includes the principal domain, so
authentication.

CREATE USER ' | ucy@aSQ.. LOCAL'
| DENTI FI ED W TH aut henti cati on_| dap_sasl
BY ' #krb_gr p=proxi ed_krb_user';
CREATE USER ' proxi ed_krb_user';
GRANT ALL PRI VI LEGES ON ny_db.* TO ' proxi ed_krb_user"'
GRANT PROXY on ' proxied_krb_user' TO 'l ucy@WSQ. LOCAL';

The following command permits you to establish a global session on a Linux host for the user created in
the previous example. You must specify the location of the server's plugin directory, either as the persistent
shel | . options. nysql Pl ugi nDi r connection option or as a non-persistent command option, for
example:

$> nysql sh | ucy%0MYSQL. LOCAL: passwor d@ ocal host : 3308/ ny_db
--mysql - pl ugi n-dir="/usr/local /nysqgl /li b/ plugin"

In this example, percent encoding (%610) replaces the reserved @character in the

principal name and passwor d is the value set for the MySQL Server variable

aut henti cation_| dap_sasl _bind _root pwd. For the list of server variables related to Kerberos
authentication through LDAP SASL, see Configure the Server-Side SASL LDAP Authentication Plugin for
GSSAPI/Kerberos.

Prior to invoking MySQL Shell, you can obtain and cache a ticket-granting ticket from the key distribution
center independently of MySQL. In this case, invoke MySQL Shell without specifying a user-name or
password option:

$> nysql sh | ocal host: 3308/ ny_db --aut h- net hod=aut henti cati on_| dap_sasl _cl i ent
--nysql - pl ugi n-di r="/usr/| ocal / nysql /1i b/ pl ugi n"

Specifying the - - aut h- net hod=aut henti cati on_| dap_sasl _cli ent option is mandatory when
user credentials are omitted.

Kerberos Authentication

MySQL Shell is capable of establishing connections for accounts that use the

aut henti cati on_ker ber os server-side authentication plugin, provided that the correct Kerberos tickets
are available or can be obtained from Kerberos. As of MySQL Enterprise Edition 8.0.27, that capability is
available on hosts running Linux and Windows (version 8.0.26 supports Linux only). For detailed setup
information, see Kerberos Pluggable Authentication.
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Kerberos authentication can combine the user name (for example, | ucy) and the realm domain specified
in the user account (for example, MYSQL. LOCAL) to construct the user principal name (UPN), such as

| ucy@aSQL. LOCAL. To create a MySQL account that corresponds to the UPN | ucy @WSQL. LOCAL,
use this statement:

CREATE USER ' | ucy
| DENTI FI ED W TH aut henti cati on_ker ber os
BY ' MYSQL. LOCAL'

The client-side plugin uses the UPN and password to obtain a ticket-granting ticket (TGT), uses the TGT to
obtain a MySQL service ticket (ST), and uses the ST to authenticate to the MySQL server.

The following command permits you to establish a global session on a Linux host for the user created in
the previous example. You must specify the location of the server's plugin directory, either as the persistent
shel | . opti ons. nysql Pl ugi nDi r connection option or as a non-persistent command option, for
example:

$> nmysql sh lucy: 3308 --nysql -plugin-dir="/usr/local/nysqgl/lib/plugin"
Pl ease provide the password for 'lucy@ ocal host:3308': UPN password

Prior to invoking MySQL Shell, you can obtain and cache a TGT from the key distribution center
independently of MySQL. In this case, invoke MySQL Shell without specifying a user-name or password
option:

$> nysql sh | ocal host: 3308 --aut h-net hod=aut henti cati on_kerberos_cl i ent
--nmysql - pl ugi n-dir="/usr/l ocal /nysqgl /i b/ plugin"

Specifying the - - aut h- net hod=aut henti cati on_ker beros_cl i ent option is mandatory when user
credentials are omitted.

4.3.6 Using an SSH Tunnel

From release 8.0.28, MySQL Shell supports SSH tunneling for connections to MySQL server instances.
An SSH tunnel lets unencrypted traffic pass over an encrypted connection, and enables authorized remote
access to servers that are protected from outside connections by a firewall.

The use of AdminAPI commands is not supported over connections made from MySQL Shell using SSH
tunneling, with the exception of the commands to deploy, start, stop, kill, and delete sandbox instances
(dba. depl oySandboxl nst ance, dba. st art SandboxI| nst ance, dba. st opSandbox| nst ance,
dba. ki | I SandboxI| nst ance, and dba. del et eSandbox| nst ance). The sandbox commands are
always executed locally to the MySQL Shell instance.

Once established, an SSH tunnel can be shared between connections to the same host from

the same user connecting from the same remote server instance. The MySQL Shell function

shel |l . I'i st SshConnecti ons() lists the currently connected and active SSH tunnels from the MySQL
Shell session, with the URI of the SSH server and of the connected MySQL server instance. If you specify
the same SSH connection details, MySQL Shell automatically reuses the existing tunnel.

You can select the SSH configuration file and identity file (private key) that are used for the connection.
When you set up an SSH tunnel, MySQL Shell selects an SSH configuration file in the following order of
priority:

1. An SSH configuration file that you specify as a connection option.

2. An SSH configuration file that you set as a default using the MySQL Shell configuration option
ssh. confi gFi | e. For instructions to set this option, see Section 13.4, “Configuring MySQL Shell
Options”.
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3. The standard SSH configuration file ~/ . ssh/ confi g.

The known hosts file is read from the default location (~/ . ssh/ known_host s) unless a different
configuration is set in the SSH configuration file.

For the identity file (private key), you can specify a custom file with the ssh-i dentity-fil e option at
connection time. There is no option to set a custom default for the identity file. If you do not specify one, the
SSH library uses the following sequence of authentication attempts until one succeeds:

1. If an SSH agent is in use, authentication is attempted with the identity files configured there if available.

2. If an identity file is specified for the target host in the SSH configuration file, authentication is attempted

using that file.

3. If neither of those options is available or the authentication attempt fails, authentication is attempted
using the standard private key file in the SSH configuration folder (~/ . ssh/ i d_r sa).

The default buffer size for data transfer through the SSH tunnel is 10240 bytes. You can change this by
setting the MySQL Shell configuration option ssh. buf f er Si ze. For instructions to set this option, see
Section 13.4, “Configuring MySQL Shell Options”.

SSH tunneling is available when you use any of the MySQL Shell connection methods - the
shel | . connect () method, mysql sh command parameters, or the \ connect MySQL Shell command.

shel | . connect ()

When you use the shel | . connect () method to connect while
MySQL Shell is running, you can specify a URI for connection to
the SSH server, or use key-value pairs for the connection data. The
following options are available with this method:

* ssh: The URI for connection to the SSH server. The URI format is
[user @host[:port].

e uri: The URI for the MySQL server instance that is to be accessed
through the SSH tunnel. The URI formatis [ schene: / /]
[ user @ host : port. Do not use the base connection parameters
(schene, user, host, port) to specify the MySQL server
connection for SSH tunneling, just use this option. The port must be
specified.

« ssh- passwor d: The password for the connection to the SSH server.

e ssh-config-fil e: An SSH configuration file for the connection to
the SSH server.

e ssh-identity-fil e:Anidentity file to use for the connection to the
SSH server.

e ssh-identity-pass: The passphrase for the identity file specified
by the ssh-identity-fil e option.

These options are also available when you use the

shel | . openSessi on() method, which works in the same way

as shel | . connect () but creates and returns a sessi on object,
rather than setting it as the global session for MySQL Shell. For full
instructions to use this connection method and the other options that are
available, see Connecting to the Server Using URI-Like Strings or Key-
Value Pairs.
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nysgl sh command parameters When you connect using command-line options while MySQL is starting
up, you can specify a URI for connection to the SSH server. The
following options are available with this method:

¢ --ssh: The URI for connection to the SSH server. The URI format
is[user @ host [ : port].When you use this option, the port for
connection to the MySQL server instance must be specified in the
MySQL instance URI.

e --ssh-config-file: An SSH configuration file for the connection
to the SSH server. If you specify this option with an empty
value, the custom default SSH configuration file specified by - -
ssh. confi gFi | eisignored, and the ~/ . ssh/ confi g file is used
instead.

e --ssh-identity-fil e:Anidentity file to use for the connection to
the SSH server.

For full instructions to use this connection method and the other options
that are available, see Section 4.3.1, “Connecting using Individual

Parameters”.
\ connect MySQL Shell When you connect using the \ connect command while MySQL Shell
command is running, you can specify a URI for connection to the SSH server.

There are no additional options for the SSH connection, so you must
use the default identity file ~/ . ssh/ i d_r sa, and the default SSH
configuration file, which can be either the standard file ~/ . ssh/ confi g
or a custom default that you set using the MySQL Shell configuration
option ssh. confi gFi | e (see Section 13.4, “Configuring MySQL Shell
Options”).

To get additional setup options you can create an SSH tunnel using
the shel | . connect () method or on the command line while MySQL
Shell is starting, and then reuse it with the \ connect command.
When you are in a MySQL Shell session, you can view the currently
connected SSH tunnels using the shel | . | i st SshConnecti ons()
command.

MySQL Shell's Secret Store can store passwords and passphrases for connection to the SSH server

and for the identity file, to be automatically retrieved for future connections. If you provide a password or
passphrase in the connection options it is used instead of any password that is stored in the Secret Store.
Note that although there are options to allow it, specifying an explicit password in the connection data is
insecure and not recommended. MySQL Shell prompts for a password interactively when one is required,
either for the connection to the SSH server or for the identity file. For example:

nysql -j s> shel | . connect ({uri:"nysql://root:sandbox@92. 0. 2. 3: 3306",
> ssh: "root @98. 51. 100. 4: 2222", "ssh-identity-file":"/home/hanna/.ssh/config_pw'})
Creating a Classic session to 'root@92.0. 2. 3: 3306’
Openi ng SSH tunnel to 198.51.100. 4: 2222. ..
Pl ease provide key passphrase for /hone/ hanna/.ssh/config_pw **xxxxxxx
Save password for 'file:/hone/hannal/.ssh/config_pw ?
[Yles/[N o/ Ne[v] er (default No): y
Fet chi ng schema nanes for autoconpletion... Press ~C to stop.
Your MySQL connection id is 7869
Server version: 8.0.28 MySQ. Conmunity Server - GPL
No default schema sel ected; type \use <schema> to set one.
<Cl assi cSessi on: root @92. 0. 2. 3: 3306>
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4.3.7 Using Compressed Connections

From MySQL Shell 8.0.14, you can request compression for MySQL Shell connections that use classic
MySQL protocol, and, from MySQL Shell 8.0.20, also for MySQL Shell connections that use X Protocol.
When compression is requested for a session, if the server supports compression and can agree a
compression algorithm with MySQL Shell, all information sent between the client and the server is
compressed. Compression is also applied if requested to connections used by a MySQL Shell utility, such
as the upgrade checker utility.

For X Protocol connections, the default is that compression is requested, and uncompressed connections
are allowed if the negotiations for a compressed connection do not succeed. For classic MySQL protocol
connections, the default is that compression is disabled. After the connection has been made, the MySQL
Shell\ st at us command shows whether or not compression is in use for a session. The command
displays a Conpr essi on: line that says Di sabl ed or Enabl ed to indicate whether the connection is
compressed. If compression is enabled, the compression algorithm in use is also displayed.

You can set the def aul t Conpr ess MySQL Shell configuration option to request compression for every
global session. Because the default for X Protocol connections is that compression is requested where the
MySQL Shell release supports this, this configuration option only has an effect for classic MySQL protocol
connections.

For more information on how connection compression operates for X Protocol connections, see
Connection Compression with X Plugin. For more information on how connection compression operates for
classic MySQL protocol connections, and on the compression settings and capabilities of a MySQL Server
instance, see Connection Compression Control.

4.3.7.1 Compression Control For MySQL Shell 8.0.20 And Later

From MySQL Shell 8.0.20, for X Protocol connections and classic MySQL protocol connections, whenever
you create a session object to manage a connection to a MySQL Server instance, you can specify whether
compression is required, preferred, or disabled for that connection.

* requi r ed requests a compressed connection from the server, and the connection fails if the server
does not support compression or cannot agree with MySQL Shell on a compression protocol.

» preferredrequests a compressed connection from the server, and falls back to an uncompressed
connection if the server does not support compression or cannot agree with MySQL Shell on a
compression protocol. This is the default for X Protocol connections.

» di sabl ed requests an uncompressed connection, and the connection fails if the server only permits
compressed connections. This is the default for classic MySQL protocol connections.

From MySQL Shell 8.0.20, you can also choose which compression algorithms are allowed for the
connection. By default, MySQL Shell proposes the zlib, LZ4, and zstd algorithms to the server for X
Protocol connections, and the zlib and zstd algorithms for classic MySQL protocol connections (which

do not support the LZ4 algorithm). You can specify any combination of these algorithms. The order in
which you specify the compression algorithms is the order of preference in which MySQL Shell proposes
them, but the server might not be influenced by this preference, depending on the protocol and the server
configuration.

Specifying any compression algorithm or combination of them automatically requests compression for the
connection, so you can do that instead of using a separate parameter to specify whether compression is
required, preferred, or disabled. With this method of connection compression control, you indicate whether
compression is required or preferred by adding the option unconpr essed (which allows uncompressed
connections) to the list of compression algorithms. If you do include unconpr essed, compression is
preferred, and if you do not include it, compression is required. You can also pass in unconpr essed on
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its own to specify that compression is disabled. If you specify in a separate parameter that compression
is required, preferred, or disabled, this takes precedence over using unconpr essed in the list of
compression algorithms.

You can also specify a numeric compression level for the connection, which applies to any compression
algorithm for X Protocol connections, or to the zstd algorithm only on classic MySQL protocol connections.
For X Protocol connections, if the specified compression level is not acceptable to the server for the
algorithm that is eventually selected, the server chooses an appropriate setting according to the behaviors
listed in Connection Compression with X Plugin. For example, if MySQL Shell requests a compression
level of 7 for the zlib algorithm, and the server's nysql x_defl ate_nmax_client _conpression_| evel
system variable (which limits the maximum compression level for deflate, or zlib, compression) is set to the
default of 5, the server uses the highest permitted compression level of 5.

If the MySQL server instance does not support connection compression for the protocol (which is the
case before MySQL 8.0.19 for X Protocol connections), or if it supports connection compression but does
not support specifying connection algorithms and a compression level, MySQL Shell establishes the
connection without specifying the unsupported parameters.

To request compression for a connection from MySQL Shell 8.0.20, use one of the following methods:

« If you are starting MySQL Shell from the command line and specifying connection parameters using
separate command options, use the - - conpr ess (- C) option, specifying whether compression is
required, preferred, or disabled for the connection. For example:

$> nysql sh --nmysql x -u user -h local host -C required

The - - conpr ess (- C) option is compatible with earlier releases of MySQL Shell (back to MySQL
8.0.14) and still accepts the boolean settings from those releases. From MySQL Shell 8.0.20, if you
specify just - - conpr ess (- C) without a parameter, compression is required for the connection.

The above example for an X Protocol connection proposes the zlib, LZ4, and zstd algorithms to the
server in that order of preference. If you prefer an alternative combination of compression algorithms,
you can specify this by using the - - conpr essi on- al gori t his option to specify a string with a
comma-separated list of permitted algorithms. For X Protocol connections, you can use zl i b, | z4, and
zst d in any combination and order of preference. For classic MySQL protocol connections, you can use
zl i b and zst d in any combination and order of preference. The following example for a classic MySQL
protocol connection allows only the zstd algorithm:

$> nysql sh --nmysqgl -u user -h local host -C preferred --conpression-al gorithns=zstd

You can also use just - - conpr essi on- al gori t hns without the - - conpr ess (- C) option to
request compression. In this case, add unconpr essed to the list of algorithms if you want to allow
uncompressed connections, or omit it if you do not want to allow them. This style of connection
compression control is compatible with other MySQL clients such as nysql and nmysql bi nl og. The
following example for a classic MySQL protocol connection has the same effect as the example above
where pr ef err ed is specified as a separate option, that is, to propose compression with the zstd
algorithm but fall back to an uncompressed connection:

$> nysql sh --nysqgl -u user -h |ocal host --conpression-algorithnms=zstd, unconpressed

You can configure the compression level using the - - conpr essi on-1 evel or--zstd-

conpressi on- | evel options, which are validated for classic MySQL protocol connections, but not

for X Protocol connections. - - conpr essi on- | evel specifies an integer for the compression level

for any algorithm for X Protocol connections, or for the zstd algorithm only on classic MySQL protocol
connections. - - zst d- conpr essi on- | evel specifies an integer from 1 to 22 for the compression level
for the zstd algorithm, and is compatible with other MySQL clients such as nmysqgl and nysql bi nl og.
For example, these connection parameters for an X Protocol connection specify that compression is
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required for the global session and must use the LZ4 or zstd algorithm, with a requested compression
level of 5:

$> nysql sh --nmysql x -u user -h local host -C required --conpression-al gorithnms=lz4,zstd --conpression-I|ev

« If you are using a URI-like connection string to specify connection parameters, either from the
command line, or with MySQL Shell's\ connect command, or with the shel | . connect (),
shel | . openSessi on(), nmysqgl x. get Sessi on(), nysql . get Sessi on(), or
nysql . get Cl assi cSessi on() function, use the conpr essi on parameter in the query string to
specify whether compression is required, preferred, or disabled. For example:

nmysql -j s> \connect user @xanpl e. con?conpr essi on=preferred

$> nysql sh nysql x: // user @ ocal host : 33060?conpr essi on=di sabl ed

Select compression algorithms using the conpr essi on- al gori t hns parameter, and a compression
level using the conpr essi on- | evel parameter, as for the command line options. (There is no
zstd-specific compression level parameter for a URI-like connection string.) You can also use the
conpr essi on-al gorit hns parameter without the conpr essi on parameter, including or omitting
the unconpr essed option to allow or disallow uncompressed connections. For example, both these
sets of connection parameters specify that compression is preferred but uncompressed connections are
allowed, the zlib and zstd algorithms are acceptable, and a compression level of 4 should be used:

nysqgl -j s> \connect user @xanpl e. com 33060?conpr essi on=pr ef er r ed&conpr essi on- al gori t hms=zl i b, zst d&conpr es

nmysql -j s> \connect user @xanpl e. com 33060?conpr essi on-al gorithns=zlib, zstd, unconpr essed&conpr essi on-1 eve

* If you are using key-value pairs to specify connection parameters, either with MySQL Shell's \ connect
command or with the shel | . connect (), shel | . openSessi on(), nysql x. get Sessi on(),
nysql . get Sessi on(), ormysqgl . get Cl assi cSessi on() function, use the conpr essi on
parameter in the dictionary of options to specify whether compression is required, preferred, or disabled.
For example:

nysql -j s> var sl=nysql x. get Sessi on({host: 'l ocal host',
user: 'root'
password: ‘' password’
conpression: 'required'});

Select compression algorithms using the conpr essi on- al gori t hns parameter, and a compression
level using the conpr essi on- | evel parameter, as for the command line and URI-like connection
string methods. (There is no zstd-specific compression level parameter for key-value pairs.) You can
also use the conpr essi on- al gori t hns parameter without the conpr essi on parameter, including or
omitting the unconpr essed option to allow or disallow uncompressed connections.

4.3.7.2 Compression Control For MySQL Shell 8.0.14 Through 8.0.19

In releases from MySQL Shell 8.0.14 through 8.0.19, compression can be requested only for connections
that use classic MySQL protocol. The default is that compression is not requested. Compression in these
releases uses the zlib compression algorithm. You cannot require compression in these releases, so if
compression is not supported by the server, the session falls back to an uncompressed connection.

In these MySQL Shell releases, compression control is limited to enabling (by specifying t r ue) or
disabling (by specifying f al se) compression for a connection. If you use a MySQL Shell release with this
compression control to connect to a server instance at MySQL 8.0.18 or later, where client requests for
compression algorithms are supported, enabling compression is equivalent to proposing the algorithm set
zl i b,unconpr essed.

MySQL Shell cannot request compression in releases before 8.0.14.
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To request compression for a connection in MySQL Shell 8.0.14 through 8.0.19, use one of the following
methods:

* If you are starting MySQL Shell from the command line and specifying connection parameters using
separate command options, use the - - conpr ess (- C) option, for example:

$> nysql sh --nysql -u user -h |ocal host -C

« If you are using a URI-like connection string to specify connection parameters, either from the command
line, or with MySQL Shell's\ connect command, or with the shel | . connect () method, use the
conpr essi on=t r ue parameter in the query string:

nmysql -j s> \connect user @xanpl e. con?conpr essi on=tr ue

$> nysql sh mysql : // user @ ocal host : 3306?conpr essi on=t r ue

* If you are using key-value pairs to specify connection parameters, either with MySQL Shell's \ connect
command or with the nysql . get Cl assi cSessi on() method, use the conpr essi on parameter in
the dictionary of options:

nysql -j s> var sl=nysql.get Cl assi cSession({host: 'l ocal host',
user: 'root',
password: ' password',
conpression: 'true'});

4.4 Pluggable Password Store

To make working with MySQL Shell more fluent and secure you can persist the password for a server
connection using a secret store, such as a keychain. You enter the password for a connection interactively
and it is stored with the server URL as credentials for the connection. For example:

nysql -j s> \connect user @ocal host: 3310

Creating a session to 'user@ocal host: 3310'

Pl ease provi de the password for 'user@ocal host: 3310"; ***x***x*

Save password for 'user @ocal host:3310'? [Y]es/[N o/ Ne[v]er (default No): y

Once the password for a server URL is stored, whenever MySQL Shell opens a session it retrieves the
password from the configured Secret Store Helper to log in to the server without having to enter the
password interactively. The same holds for a script executed by MySQL Shell. If no Secret Store Helper is
configured the password is requested interactively.

Important

A MySQL Shell only persists the server URL and password through the means of a
Secret Store and does not persist the password on its own.

Passwords are only persisted when they are entered manually. If a password is
provided using either a server URI-like connection string or at the command line
when running nysql sh it is not persisted.

The maximum password length that is accepted for connecting to MySQL Shell is
128 characters.

MySQL Shell provides built-in support for the following Secret Stores:

* MySQL login-path, which is available on all platforms supported by the MySQL server. It is provided
by the MySQL configuration utility mysql _confi g_edi t or which offers persistent storage. See
mysql_config_editor — MySQL Configuration Utility. In releases before MySQL Shell 8.0.30,
nmysql _confi g _editor isavailable as long as the MySQL client package is installed on the system.
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From MySQL Shell 8.0.30, Linux builds of MySQL Shell bundle mysqgl confi g_edit or so thatthe
functionality can be used if the MySQL client package is not installed on the system.

» macOS keychain, see here.
» Windows API, see here.

When MySQL Shell is running in interactive mode, password retrieval is performed whenever a new
session is initiated and the user is going to be prompted for a password. Before prompting, the Secret
Store Helper is queried for a password using the session's URL. If a match is found this password is used
to open the session. If the retrieved password is invalid, a message is added to the log, the password is
erased from the Secret Store and MySQL Shell prompts you for a password.

If MySQL Shell is running in noninteractive mode (for example - - no- wi zar d was used), password
retrieval is performed the same way as in interactive mode. But in this case, if a valid password is not
found by the Secret Store Helper, MySQL Shell tries to open a session without a password.

The password for a server URL can be stored whenever a successful connection to a MySQL
server is made and the password was not retrieved by the Secret Store Helper. The decision
to store the password is made based on the cr edent i al St or e. savePasswor ds and
credenti al St ore. excl udeFi | t er s described here.

Automatic password storage and retrieval is performed when:

* nysql sh is invoked with any connection options, when establishing the first session
 you use the built-in \ connect command

» you use the shel | . connect () method

» you use any AdminAPI methods that require a connection

4.4.1 Pluggable Password Configuration Options

To configure the pluggable password store, use the shel | . opt i ons interface, see Section 13.4,
“Configuring MySQL Shell Options” . The following options configure the pluggable password store.

shell.options.credentialStore.helper ="l ogi n- pat h"

A string which specifies the Secret Store Helper used to store and retrieve the passwords. By default, this
option is set to a special value def aul t which identifies the default helper on the current platform. Can be
set to any of the values returned by shel | . | i st Credenti al Hel per s() method. If this value is set to
invalid value or an unknown Helper, an exception is raised. If an invalid value is detected during the startup
of mysqgl sh, an error is displayed and storage and retrieval of passwords is disabled. To disable automatic
storage and retrieval of passwords, set this option to the special value <di sabl ed>, for example by
issuing:

shel | . options. set ("credential Store. hel per", "<disabl ed>")

When this option is disabled, usage of all of the credential store MySQL Shell methods discussed here
results in an exception.

shell.options.credentialStore.savePasswords = "val ue"
A string which controls automatic storage of passwords. Valid values are:

e al ways - passwords are always stored, unless they are already available in the Secret Store or server
URL matches cr edenti al St ore. excl udeFi | t er s value.
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e never - passwords are not stored.

» pronpt -ininteractive mode, if the server URL does not match the value of
shel | . credential Store. excl udeFi |l ters, you are prompted if the password should be stored.
The possible answers are yes to save this password, no to not save this password, never to not save
this password and to add the URL to cr edent i al St or e. excl udeFi | t er s. The modified value of
credenti al St ore. excl udeFi | t er s is not persisted, meaning it is in effect only until MySQL Shell is
restarted. If MySQL Shell is running in noninteractive mode (for example the - - no- wi zar d option was
used), the credent i al St or e. savePasswor ds option is always never .

The default value for this option is pr onpt .
shell.options.credentialStore.excludeFilters = ["* @ryser ver. com *"];

A list of strings specifying which server URLs should be excluded from automatic storage of passwords.
Each string can be either an explicit URL or a glob pattern. If a server URL which is about to be stored
matches any of the strings in this options, it is not stored. The valid wildcard characters are: * which
matches any number of any characters, and ? which matches a single character.

The default value for this option is an empty list.

4.4.2 Working with Credentials

The following functions enable you to work with the Pluggable Password store. You can list the available
Secret Store Helpers, as well as list, store, and retrieve credentials.

var list = shell.listCredentialHelpers();

Returns a list of strings, where each string is a name of a Secret Store Helper available on the current
platform. The special values def aul t and <di sabl ed> are not in the list, but are valid values for the
credenti al St ore. hel per option.

shell.storeCredential(ur | [, passwor d]);

Stores given credentials using the current Secret Store Helper (cr edent i al St or e. hel per).
Throws an error if the store operation fails, for example if the current helper is invalid. If the URL
is already in the Secret Store, it is overwritten. This method ignores the current value of the
credenti al St ore. savePasswor ds and credenti al St ore. excl udeFi | t er s options. If a
password is not provided, MySQL Shell prompts for one.

shell.deleteCredential(url);
Deletes the credentials for the given URL using the current Secret Store Helper
(credenti al St ore. hel per). Throws an error if the delete operation fails, for example the current helper
is invalid or there is no credential for the given URL.

shell.deleteAllCredentials();

Deletes all credentials managed by the current Secret Store Helper (cr edent i al St or e. hel per).
Throws an error if the delete operation fails, for example the current Helper is invalid.

var list = shell.listCredentials();

Returns a list of all URLs of credentials stored by the current Secret Store Helper
(credenti al Store. hel per).
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4.5 MySQL Shell Global Objects

MySQL Shell includes a humber of built-in global objects that exist in both JavaScript and Python modes.
The built-in MySQL Shell global objects are as follows:

sessi on is available when a global session is established, and represents the global session.

dba provides access to InnoDB Cluster, InnoDB ClusterSet, and InnoDB ReplicaSet administration
functions using the AdminAPI. See Chapter 6, MySQL AdminAPI.

cl ust er represents an InnoDB Cluster. Only populated if the - - cl ust er option was provided when
MySQL Shell was started.

r s represents an InnoDB ReplicaSet (added in version 8.0.20). Only populated if the - - r epl i caset
option was provided when MySQL Shell was started.

db is available when the global session was established using an X Protocol connection with a default
database specified, and represents that schema.

shel | provides access to various MySQL Shell functions, for example:

e shel | . opti ons provides functions to set and unset MySQL Shell preferences. See Section 13.4,
“Configuring MySQL Shell Options”.

e shel | . report s provides built-in or user-defined MySQL Shell reports as functions, with the name of
the report as the function. See Section 10.1, “Reporting with MySQL Shell”.

uti | provides various MySQL Shell tools, including the upgrade checker utility, the JSON import utility,
and the parallel table import utility. See Chapter 11, MySQL Shell Utilities.

Important

and must not be used, for example, as names of variables. If you assign one of
the global variables you override the above functionality, and to restore it you must

A The names of the MySQL Shell global objects are reserved as global variables
restart MySQL Shell.

You can also create your own extension objects and register them as additional MySQL Shell global
objects to make them available in a global context. For instructions to do this, see Section 10.2, “Adding
Extension Objects to MySQL Shell".

4.6 Usi

ng a Pager

You can configure MySQL Shell to use an external pager tool such as | ess or nor e. Once a pager
is configured, it is used by MySQL Shell to display the text from the online help or the results of SQL
operations. Use the following configuration possibilities:

» Configure the shel | . opti ons[ pager] = "" MySQL Shell option, a string which specifies the

external command that displays the paged output. This string can optionally contain command line
arguments which are passed to the external pager command. Correctness of the new value is not
checked. An empty string disables the pager.

Default value: empty string.

Configure the PAGER environment variable, which overrides the default value of
shel | . options["pager"] option. If shel | . opti ons[ " pager"] was persisted, it takes
precedence over the PAGER environment variable.
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The PAGER environment variable is commonly used on Unix systems in the same context as expected
by MySQL Shell, conflicts are not possible.

» Configure the - - pager MySQL Shell option, which overrides the initial value of
shel | . options["pager"] option even if it was persisted and PAGER environment variable is
configured.

* Usethe\pager | \P conmand MySQL Shell command to set the value of shel | .options["pager"]
option. If called with no arguments, restores the initial value of shel | . opti ons[ " pager "] option
(the one MySQL Shell had at startup. Strings can be marked with " characters or not. For example, to
configure the pager:

e pass in no conmand or an empty string to restore the initial pager
e pass in nor e to configure MySQL Shell to use the nor e command as the pager

e passinnore -10 to configure MySQL Shell to use the nor e command as the pager with the option
-10

The MySQL Shell output that is passed to the external pager tool is forwarded with no filtering. If MySQL
Shell is using a prompt with color (see Section 13.3, “Customizing the Prompt”), the output contains ANSI
escape sequences. Some pagers might not interpret these escape sequences by default, such as | ess,
for which interpretation can be enabled using the - R option. nor e does interpret ANSI escape sequences
by default.

4.7 Cloud Service Configuration

MySQL Shell supports exporting of MySQL data to cloud service storage and import of that data from cloud
storage to a MySQL instance. The following cloud services are supported:

» Section 4.7.1, “Oracle Cloud Infrastructure Object Storage”
e Section 4.7.2, “S3-compatible Storage”
» Section 4.7.3, “Azure Blob Storage”

For information on exporting MySQL data to cloud storage, see Section 11.5, “Instance Dump Utility,
Schema Dump Utility, and Table Dump Utility”. For information on importing MySQL data from cloud
storage, see Section 11.6, “Dump Loading Utility”.

For information on using MySQL Shell with MySQL HeatWave Service, see MySQL HeatWave Service
Documentation.

4.7.1 Oracle Cloud Infrastructure Object Storage

MySQL Shell uses the parameters defined in the OCI CLI configuration file, conf i g, to connect to the
Object Storage service. For more information on this file, see SDK and CLI Configuration

MySQL Shell requires the following parameters in the configuration file:
» user: OCID of the user.
» fingerprint:generated fingerprint of the user's public key.

» tenancy: OCID of the user's tenancy.
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e regi on: An Oracle Cloud Infrastructure region.
» key_fil e: Full path and filename of the user's public key.

The following is an example of a configuration file:

[defaul t]
user =oci d1. user. ocl. . al phanunericstring
fingerprint=08:23:60:....:ff:22:dd: 55: 20

t enancy=oci d1. t enancy. ocl. . al phanunericstring
regi on=us- ashburn-1
key_fil e=/hone/ User nane/ . oci / oci _api _key. pem

If you have installed and configured the OCI CLI, MySQL Shell reads the connection parameters from the
default location, . oci / , automatically. To use an alternate configuration, do so from the command line,
using the relevant override options.

4.7.2 S3-compatible Storage

MySQL Shell S3 support has been tested against the following S3-compatible storage services:
* Amazon Web Services S3
See Amazon Simple Storage Service Documentation for more information.
» Oracle Cloud Infrastructure Object Storage
See Amazon S3 Compatibility API for more information.
MySQL Shell supports configuring AWS credentials in environment variables and in configuration files.
» Configuration Parameter Precedence
* Environment Variables

» Configuration Files
Configuration Parameter Precedence

Configuration parameters are used in order of precedence:

1. Option. For example, s3Pr of i | e takes precedence over the environment variable AWS_PROFI LE, and
the default profile in the configuration file.

2. Environment variable. For example, the environment variable AWS_SHARED CREDENTI ALS FI LE
takes precedence over the default location of the cr edent i al s file, ~/ . aws/ credenti al s.

3. DEFAULT environment variable, if it exists. For example, the environment variable AWS_ REG ON and
the environment variable AWs DEFAULT REGQ ON.

4. Parameter defined in a configuration file.

5. AWS default values.

For example, for the AWS region, in order of precedence:
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1. s3Regi on option.

2. AW5_REG ON environment variable.

3. AW5S DEFAULT REGQ ON environment variable.

4. Region defined in the configuration file.

5. The default value of us- east - 1.

AWS credentials are read in the following order of precedence:

1. Environment variables, if the s3Pr of i | e option is not defined.
2. Credentials file, for the specified profile.

3. credential process, as defined in the config file. This configuration type contains an external
command which retrieves or generates AWS authentication credentials and writes them to st dout .

4. Config file, for the specified profile.

Environment Variables
For information on AWS environment variables, see Environment variables to configure the AWS CLI
You can define the following AWS S3-specific environment variables:

* AWS_PROFI LE: Specifies the name of the profile to use. This can be the name of a profile in a
credentials or config file, or the value def aul t to use the default profile. This environment variable
overrides the [ def aul t] profile named in the configuration file. You can override this environment
variable with the - - s3Pr of i | e option.

« AWS SHARED CREDENTI ALS FI LE: The location of the file used to store access keys. Such as
~/ . aws/ credenti al s.

« AWS_CONFI G_FI LE: The location of the file used to store configuration profiles. Such as ~/ . aws/
config.

« AW5_REG ON: Specifies the AWS Region to send the request to. This value overrides the
AWS DEFAULT_REG ON environment variable and the pr of i | e defined in the configuration file.

« AWS DEFAULT_ REG ON: Specifies the AWS Region to send the request to. This value is overridden by
the - - s3Regi on option and the AWS_REGQ ON environment variable, if specified.

« AWS_ACCESS KEY | D: Specifies an AWS access key associated with an IAM user or role.

« AWS SECRET_ACCESS KEY: Specifies the secret key associated with the access key. This variable
overrides the aws_secret _access_key defined in the profile.

« AWS5_ SESSI ON_TOKEN: Specifies the session token value required if you are using temporary security
credentials. This variable overrides the aws_sessi on_t oken defined in the profile.

Configuration Files
MySQL Shell requires the following parameters in one or more configuration files:

« aws_access_key i d: specifies the access key associated with the user. If not present, an exception is
thrown.
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e« aws_secret _access_key: specifies the secret key associated with the access key. If not present, an
exception is thrown.

e aws_sessi on_t oken: specifies the session token required if you are using temporary security
credentials. If not present, it is not used to authenticate the user.

» regi on: specifies the cloud service region. If not present, the default value of us- east - 1 is used.

e credential process: (as of 8.0.33) This configuration type contains an external command which
retrieves or generates AWS authentication credentials and writes them to st dout .

Note
@ credenti al _process can only be defined in the confi g file.

For more information, see the following:

* AWS Credentials Process

* AWS Configuration and Credential Options

* AWS Sourcing credentials with an external process

If you have installed and configured the AWS CLI, MySQL Shell reads the connection parameters from the
default location, . aws/ , automatically. To use an alternate configuration, do so from the command line,
using the relevant override options.

If you are using Oracle Cloud Infrastructure's S3 compatibility API, see Creating a Customer Secret Key for
information on creating the credentials required.

Note

@ By default, the AWS CLI creates two configuration files, conf i g, which stores
parameters such as region and output format, and cr edent i al s, which stores
access keys and session tokens. It is also possible to place all configuration
parameters in a single file, conf i g. For more information, see AWS Configuration
and authentication settings . However, if you have defined access key and secret
access keys in both files, those defined in the cr edent i al s file take precedence.

The following example shows a default pair of AWS CLI configuration files:

/ hone/ . aws/ credenti al s

[defaul t]

aws_access_key_id = AKI AGAV. .. ...
aws_secret _access_key = XHRY579I.....

/ hone/ . aws/ confi g

[defaul t]
region = us-west-1
out put = json

4.7.3 Azure Blob Storage

The Azure configuration values are evaluated in the following order of precedence:
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Option. See the Azure-specific sections of Chapter 11, MySQL Shell Utilities for the applicable options.
Environment variable. See Environment Variables.
Configuration file. See Configuration Files.

For more detailed information on Microsoft Azure CLI configuration, see the Azure CLI documentation.

Note
@ If you intend to use SAS Tokens, they must provide the following:
¢ Access to the target container.
* Read, Write, and List permissions for dump and export operations.

¢ Read and List permissions for load and import operations.

Environment Variables

Azure connection settings can be read from the following environment variables:

AZURE_STORAGE_ACCOUNT: The default storage account name.
AZURE_STORAGE_KEY: The default storage key.

AZURE_STORAGE CONNECTI ON_STRI NG The default connection string. If this is defined,
AZURE_STORAGE_ACCOUNT and AZURE_STORAGE_KEY are ignored.

AZURE STORAGE SAS TOKEN: The default SAS token.

If an SAS token is defined, it is used for the authentication, any defined account key is ignored.

Configuration Files

If you use the Azure config file, you must add one or more of the following parameters to the [ st or age]
section of the file:

connecti on_stri ng: The default connection string. If this is defined, account and key are ignored.
account : The default storage account name.
key: The default access key.

sas_t oken: The default SAS token.

If an SAS token is defined, it is used for the authentication, any defined account key is ignored.

For more information, see Microsoft Azure CLI configuration values and environment variables.
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This section explains how code execution works in MySQL Shell.

5.1 Active Language

MySQL Shell can execute SQL, JavaScript or Python code, but only one language can be active at a time.
The active mode determines how the executed statements are processed:

« If using SQL mode, statements are processed as SQL which means they are sent to the MySQL server
for execution.

« If using JavaScript mode, statements are processed as JavaScript code.

« If using Python mode, statements are processed as Python code.

Note

@ From version 8.0.18, MySQL Shell uses Python 3. For platforms that include a
system supported installation of Python 3, MySQL Shell uses the most recent
version available, with a minimum supported version of Python 3.4.3. For platforms
where Python 3 is not included, MySQL Shell bundles Python 3.7.4. MySQL Shell
maintains code compatibility with Python 2.6 and Python 2.7, so if you require
one of these older versions, you can build MySQL Shell from source using the
appropriate Python version.

When running MySQL Shell in interactive mode, activate a specific language by entering the commands:
\'sqgl,\js,\py.

When running MySQL Shell in batch mode, activate a specific language by passing any of these
command-line options: - - | s, - - py or - - sql . The default mode if none is specified is JavaScript.

Use MySQL Shell to execute the content of the file code. sql as SQL.
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$> nysql sh --sqgl < code. sql
Use MySQL Shell to execute the content of the file code. j s as JavaScript code.
$> nysql sh < code.js

Use MySQL Shell to execute the content of the file code. py as Python code.

$> nysql sh --py < code. py

From MySQL Shell 8.0.16, you can execute single SQL statements while another language is active, by
entering the \ sgql command immediately followed by the SQL statement. For example:

nysql -py> \sqgl select * fromsakila.actor limt 3;

The SQL statement does not need any additional quoting, and the statement delimiter is optional. The
command only accepts a single SQL query on a single line. With this format, MySQL Shell does not switch
mode as it would if you entered the \ sql command. After the SQL statement has been executed, MySQL
Shell remains in JavaScript or Python mode.

From MySQL Shell 8.0.18, you can execute operating system commands while any language is active, by
entering the \ syst emor \ ! command immediately followed by the command to execute. For example:

nysql - py> \system echo Hello from MySQ. Shel | !

MySQL Shell displays the output from the operating system command, or returns an error if it was unable
to execute the command.

5.2 Interactive Code Execution

The default mode of MySQL Shell provides interactive execution of database operations that you type at
the command prompt. These operations can be written in JavaScript, Python or SQL depending on the
current Section 5.1, “Active Language”. When executed, the results of the operation are displayed on-
screen.

As with any other language interpreter, MySQL Shell is very strict regarding syntax. For example, the
following JavaScript snippet opens a session to a MySQL server, then reads and prints the documents in a
collection:

var nySession = nysql x. get Sessi on(' user: pwd@ ocal host');
var result = nySession.get Schema(' world_x').getCollection('countryinfo').find().execute();
var record = result.fetchOne();
whi | e(record){
print(record);
record = result.fetchOne();

}

As seen above, the call to f i nd() is followed by the execut e() function. CRUD database commands
are only actually executed on the MySQL Server when execut e() is called. However, when working with
MySQL Shell interactively, execut e() is implicitly called whenever you press Ret ur n on a statement.
Then the results of the operation are fetched and displayed on-screen. The rules for when you need to call
execut e() or not are as follows:

* When using MySQL Shell in this way, calling execut e() becomes optional on:
e Col | ection. add()

e Collection.find()
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e Col | ection.renove()
e Col l ection.nodify()
e Table.insert()
e Tabl e. sel ect ()
e Tabl e. del et e()
e Tabl e. updat e()

» Automatic execution is disabled if the object is assigned to a variable. In such a case calling execut e()
is mandatory to perform the operation.

* When a line is processed and the function returns any of the available Resul t objects, the information
contained in the Result object is automatically displayed on screen. The functions that return a Result
object include:

e The SQL execution and CRUD operations (listed above)
¢ Transaction handling and drop functions of the session objects in both mysqgl and nysql x modules: -
e startTransaction()
e commit ()
e rol | back()
e dropSchema()
e dropCol | ection()
e Cl assi cSession. runSgl ()

Based on the above rules, the statements needed in the MySQL Shell in interactive mode to establish a
session, query, and print the documents in a collection are as follows:

nysql -j s> var nmySessi on = nysql x. get Sessi on(' user: pwd@ ocal host ') ;
nysql -j s> nySessi on. get Schema(' worl d_x").getCol |l ection('countryinfo').find();

No call to execut e() is needed and the Result object is automatically printed.

Multiple-line Support

It is possible to specify statements over multiple lines. When in Python or JavaScript mode, multiple-
line mode is automatically enabled when a block of statements starts like in function definitions, if/then
statements, for loops, and so on. In SQL mode multiple line mode starts when the command \ is issued.

Once multiple-line mode is started, the subsequently entered statements are cached.
For example:

nysql -sqgl > \
. Create procedure get_actors()
begi n
sel ect first_nanme from sakil a. actor;
. end
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to execute single SQL statements while another language is active. The command

Note
@ You cannot use multiple-line mode when you use the \ sql command with a query
only accepts a single SQL query on a single line.

5.3 Code Autocompletion

MySQL Shell supports autocompletion of text preceding the cursor by pressing the Tab key. The

Section 3.1, “MySQL Shell Commands” can be autocompleted in any of the language modes. For example
typing \ con and pressing the Tab key autocompletes to \ connect . Autocompletion is available for SQL,
JavaScript, and Python language keywords depending on the current Section 5.1, “Active Language”.

Autocompletion supports the following text objects:

* In SQL mode, autocompletion is aware of schema names, table names, column names of the current
active schema.

* In JavaScript and Python modes autocompletion is aware of object members, for example:
« global object names such as sessi on, db, dba, shel | , mysql , mysql x, and so on.

* members of global objects such as sessi on. connect (), dba. confi gurelLocal | nstance(),
and so on.

global user defined variables

chained object property references such as shel | . opti ons. ver bose.
¢ chained X DevAPI method calls such as col . fi nd().where().execute().fetchOne().
By default autocompletion is enabled, to change this behavior see Configuring Autocompletion.

Once you activate autocompletion, if the text preceding the cursor has exactly one possible match, the
text is automatically completed. If autocompletion finds multiple possible matches, it beeps or flashes the
terminal. If the Tab key is pressed again, a list of the possible completions is displayed. If no match is
found then no autocompletion happens.

e Autocompleting SQL
» Autocompleting JavaScript and Python

» Configuring Autocompletion

Autocompleting SQL

In SQL mode, context-aware autocompletion completes any word with relevant completions. As of MySQL
Shell 8.0.31, the following can be autocompleted:

* Schemas
* Tables
* Views

e Columns
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 Stored procedures
* Functions

e Triggers

* Events

e Engines

» User-defined functions
* Runtime functions
 Log file groups

» User variables

e System variables
e Tablespaces

» Users

» Character sets

» Collations

e Plugins

If you connect to a MySQL instance but do not select a schema, autocompletion is available for global
objects, charsets, engines, schemas and so on. For example on a default MySQL installation, USE
suggests the names of all schemas detected unless one or more relevant characters from the schema
name are provided:

SQL > use
informati on_schema nysql perfornmance_schema sys

If a schema is selected, additional schema information is loaded and available for autocompletion (tables,
events, and so on). If you switch from one schema to another, the objects loaded from the previous
schema are still available for autocompletion. However, any new object added during the session will not
be available for autocompletion until the \ r ehash command is run.

To fetch a list of suggestions or complete a partial word from the selected schema, enter the initial
fragment and press the Tab button twice. For example:

1. Atthe SQL prompt, enter the following fragment: SE.
2. Press the Tab key twice.

The following suggestions are displayed below your input:

SET SELECT

3. Atthe SQL prompt, enter the following fragment: SEL.

4. Press the Tab key twice.
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The fragment autocompletes to SELECT.

If there are many possible results, you are prompted to display the results or not. For example:

Di splay all 118 possibilities? (y or n)

SQL Autocompletion API

The autocompletion API is exposed to developers through the following functions:

» JavaScript: shel | . aut oConpl et eSql (st at enent, opti ons)

e Python: shel | . auto_conpl ete_sql (statenment, options)

statement: "st ri ng"

A partial SQL statement for autocompletion.

These return feasible candidates for the autocompletion.

Options:

serverVersion: "stri ng"

sglMode: "st ri ng"

statementOffset: nunber

uppercaseKeywords: [true|false]

filtered: [true|false]

Required. Server grammar version. This takes the format
major.minor.patch. ser ver Ver si on: " 8. 0. 31", for example.

Required. The SQL Mode to use. A

comma-separated string, sql Mode:

" STRI CT_TRANS_TABLES, NO_ENG NE_SUBSTI TUTI ON', for
example. For more information, see Server SQL Modes.

Optional. The zero-based offset position of the caret in the statement.
Default value is the length of the statement.

Default t r ue. Whether the returned keywords are in upper case.

Default t r ue. Whether explicit candidate names returned in the result
should be filtered using the prefix which is being auto-completed.

This function returns a dictionary describing candidates for statement autocompletion using the following

syntax:

{

"context": {
"prefix": string,

"qualifier": list of strings,
"references": list of dictionaries,
"l abel s": list of strings,

Jic

"keywords": |ist of strings,

"functions": list of strings,

"candi dates": |ist of strings,

}

» cont ext : the context of the autocomplete operation.

» prefi x: the fragment being autocompleted.

e qualifier: presentifa qualified name is available.

For example:
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Autocompleting JavaScript and Python

e SELECT s:the prefixis' s', no qualifier is present.

SELECT schenml. t:the prefixis't', the qualifieris[' schemal'].

SELECT schenal. tabl el. c: the prefixis ' ¢’ , the qualifieris[' schemal' ,"'tablel'].
e SELECT schenml. tabl el. col uml FR: the prefixis' FR , no qualifier is present.
» ref erences: references detected in the statement.
e schena: name of the schema.
« t abl e: name of the table referenced in the statement.
» al i as: alias of the table.
* | abel s: labels in labelled blocks.
» keywor ds: candidate keyword suggestions.
e functi ons: candidate MySQL library (runtime) functions whose names are also keywords.
« candi dat es: lists one or more of the supported candidates. Schemas, tables, views, and so on.

For example:

JS > shel |l . aut oConpl et eSqgl ("sel ect * from ",{serverVersion: "8.0.30", sql Mbde: "STRI CT_TRANS TA
{

"candi dates": [
"schemas",
"t abl es",
"vi ews"

Il

"context": {
"prefix": ""

b

"functions": [
"JSON TABLE()"

]

"keywords": [
" DUAL" .
" LATERAL"

Autocompleting JavaScript and Python

In both JavaScript and Python modes, the string to be completed is determined from right to left, beginning
at the current cursor position when Tab is pressed. Contents inside method calls are ignored, but must

be syntactically correct. This means that strings, comments and nested method calls must all be properly
closed and balanced. This allows chained methods to be handled properly. For example, when you are
issuing:

print(db. user.select().where("user in ('foo', '"bar')").e

Pressing the Tab key would cause autocompletion to try to complete the text
db. user. sel ect (). where(). e butthis invalid code yields undefined behavior. Any whitespace,
including newlines, between tokens separated by a . is ignored.
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Configuring Autocompletion

By default the autocompletion engine is enabled. This section explains how to disable autocompletion and
how to use the \ r ehash MySQL Shell command. Autocompletion uses a cache of database name objects
that MySQL Shell is aware of. When autocompletion is enabled, this name cache is automatically updated.
For example whenever you load a schema, the autocompletion engine updates the name cache based on
the text objects found in the schema, so that you can autocomplete table names and so on.

To disable this behavior you can:
 Start MySQL Shell with the - - no- nane- cache command option.

* Modify the aut oconpl et e. nanmeCache and devapi . dbChj ect Handl es keys of the
shel | . opti ons to disable the autocompletion while MySQL Shell is running.

When the autocompletion name cache is disabled, you can manually update the text objects
autocompletion is aware of by issuing \ r ehash. This forces a reload of the name cache based on the
current active schema.

To disable autocompletion while MySQL Shell is running use the following shel | . opt i ons keys:
» aut oconpl et e. nanmeCache: bool ean toggles autocompletion name caching for use by SQL.

» devapi . dbOhj ect Handl es: bool ean toggles autocompletion name caching for use by the X
DevAPI db object, for example db. nyt abl e, db. mycol | ecti on.

Both keys are setto t r ue by default, and set to f al se if the - - no- nane- cache command option is
used. To change the autocompletion name caching for SQL while MySQL Shell is running, issue:

shel | . opti ons[' aut oconpl et e. nameCache' ] =t r ue
Use the \ r ehash command to update the name cache manually.

To change the autocompletion name caching for JavaScript and Python while MySQL Shell is running,
issue:

shel | . opti ons[' devapi . dbObj ect Handl es' ] =t rue

Again you can use the \ r ehash command to update the name cache manually.

5.4 Editing Code

MySQL Shell's\ edi t command (available from MySQL Shell 8.0.18) opens a command in the default
system editor for editing, then presents the edited command in MySQL Shell for execution. The command
can also be invoked using the short form \ e or key combination Ctrl-X Ctrl-E. If you specify an argument
to the command, this text is placed in the editor. If you do not specify an argument, the last command in
the MySQL Shell history is placed in the editor.

The EDI TOR and VI SUAL environment variables are used to identify the default system editor. If

the default system editor cannot be identified from these environment variables, MySQL Shell uses

not epad. exe on Windows and vi on any other platform. Command editing takes place in a temporary
file, which MySQL Shell deletes afterwards.

When you have finished editing, you must save the file and close the editor, MySQL Shell then presents
your edited text ready for you to execute by pressing Enter, or if you do not want to proceed, to cancel by
pressing Ctrl-C.
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For example, here the user runs the MySQL Shell built-in report t hr eads with a custom set of columns,
then opens the command in the system editor to add display names for some of the columns:

\'show threads --foreground -o tid,cid,user, host, command, state, | astwait, | astwait
\e
\'show threads --foreground -o tid=thread_id, cid=conn_id, user, host, conmand, st ate, | astwai t =l ast _wai t _event, |

5.5 Code History

Code which you issue in MySQL Shell is stored in the history, which can then be accessed using the up
and down arrow keys. You can also search the history using the incremental history search feature. To
search the history, use Ctrl+R to search backwards, or Ctrl+S to search forwards through the history.
Once the search is active, typing characters searches for any strings that match them in the history and
displays the first match. Use Ctrl+S or Ctrl+R to search for further matches to the current search term.
Typing more characters further refines the search. During a search, you can press the arrow keys to
continue stepping through the history from the current search result. Press Enter to accept the displayed
match. Use Ctrl+C to cancel the search.

The hi st ory. naxSi ze MySQL Shell configuration option sets the maximum number of entries to store
in the history. The default is 1000. If the number of history entries exceeds the configured maximum, the
oldest entries are removed and discarded. If the maximum is set to 0, no history entries are stored.

By default the history is not saved between sessions, so when you exit MySQL Shell the history of what
you issued during the current session is lost. You can save your history between sessions by enabling the
MySQL Shell hi st ory. aut oSave option. For example, to make this change permanent issue:

nysql sh-j s> \option --persist history.autoSave=1

When the hi st ory. aut oSave option is enabled the history is stored in the MySQL Shell configuration
path, which is the ~/ . nysql sh directory on Linux and macOS, or the %AppDat a% MySQL\ nysql sh
folder on Windows. This path can be overridden on all platforms by defining the environment variable
MYSQLSH USER CONFI G_HOVE. The saved history is created automatically by MySQL Shell and is
readable only by the owner user. If the history file cannot be read or written to, MySQL Shell logs an error
message and skips the read or write operation. Prior to version 8.0.16, history entries were saved to a
single hi st ory file, which contained the code issued in all of the MySQL Shell languages. In MySQL Shell
version 8.0.16 and later, the history is split per active language and the files are named hi st ory. sql ,

hi story.js andhistory. py.

Issuing the MySQL Shell \ hi st or y command shows history entries in the order that they were issued,
together with their history entry number, which can be used with the \ hi st ory del ete entry_nunber
command. You can manually delete individual history entries, a specified numeric range of history entries,
or the tail of the history. You can also use \ hi st ory cl ear to delete the entire history manually.

When you exit MySQL Shell, if the hi st ory. aut oSave configuration option has been setto t r ue, the
history entries that remain in the history file are saved, and their numbering is reset to start at 1. If the
shel | . options["history. aut oSave"] configuration option is set to f al se, which is the default, the
history file is cleared.

Only code which you type interactively at the MySQL Shell prompt is added to the history. Code that is
executed indirectly or internally, for example when the \ sour ce command is executed, is not added to
the history. When you issue multi-line code, the new line characters are stripped in the history entry. If the
same code is issued multiple times it is only stored in the history once, reducing duplication.

You can customize the entries that are added to the history using the - - hi sti gnor e command option.
Additionally, when using MySQL Shell in SQL mode, you can configure strings which should not be added
to the history. This history ignore list is also applied when you use the \ sql command with a query to
execute single SQL statements while another language is active.

53



Batch Code Execution

By default strings that match the glob patterns | DENTI FI ED or PASSWORD are not added to the

history. To configure further strings to match use either the - - hi sti gnor e command option, or

shel | . options["history.sql.ignorePattern"].Multiple strings can be specified, separated by
a colon (:). The history matching uses case-insensitive glob pattern like matching. Supported wildcards are
* (match any 0 or more characters) and ? (match exactly 1 character). The default strings are specified as
"*| DENTI FI ED* : * PASSWORD* " .

The most recent executed statement is always available by pressing the Up arrow, even if the history
ignore list applies to it. This is so that you can make corrections without retyping all the input. If filtering
applies to the last executed statement, it is removed from the history as soon as another statement is
entered, or if you exit MySQL Shell immediately after executing the statement.

5.6 Batch Code Execution

As well as interactive code execution, MySQL Shell provides batch code execution from:
« A file loaded for processing.
» A file containing code that is redirected to the standard input for execution.

» Code from a different source that is redirected to the standard input for execution.

Tip
; As an alternative to batch execution of a file, you can also control MySQL Shell
from a terminal, see Section 5.8, “API Command Line Integration”.

In batch mode, all the command logic described at Section 5.2, “Interactive Code Execution” is not
available, only valid code for the active language can be executed. When processing SQL code, it is
executed statement by statement using the following logic: read/process/print result. When processing
non-SQL code, it is loaded entirely from the input source and executed as a unit. Use the - - i nt er acti ve
(or - i ) command-line option to configure MySQL Shell to process the input source as if it were being
issued in interactive mode; this enables all the features provided by the Interactive mode to be used in
batch processing.

Note
@ In this case, whatever the source is, it is read line by line and processed using the
interactive pipeline.

The input is processed based on the current programming language selected in MySQL Shell, which
defaults to JavaScript. You can change the default programming language using the def aul t Mode
MySQL Shell configuration option. Files with the extensions . j s, . py, and . sgl are always processed in
the appropriate language mode, regardless of the default programming language.

This example shows how to load JavaScript code from a file for batch processing:
$> nysqlsh --file code.js

Here, a JavaScript file is redirected to standard input for execution:

$> nysql sh < code.js

The following example shows how to redirect SQL code to standard input for execution on Linux platforms:

$> echo "show dat abases;" | nysqlsh --sql --uri user@92.0.2.20: 33060

54



Executable Scripts

Note
@ To run this command on Windows platforms, you must remove the quotation marks
surrounding the string in the echo command.

From MySQL Shell 8.0.22, the - - pymcommand line option is available to execute the specified Python
module as a script in Python mode. The option works in the same way as Python's - mcommand line
option.

Executable Scripts

On Linux you can create executable scripts that run with MySQL Shell by including a #! line as the first
line of the script. This line should provide the full path to MySQL Shell and include the - - f i | e option. For
example:

#!/usr/ | ocal / nysql -shel | / bi n/ nmysql sh --file
print(“"Hello World\n");

The script file must be marked as executable in the filesystem. Running the script invokes MySQL Shell
and it executes the contents of the script.

SQL Execution in Scripts

SQL query execution for X Protocol sessions normally uses the sql () function, which takes an SQL
statement as a string, and returns a SqlExecute object that you use to bind and execute the query and
return the results. This method is described at Using SQL with Session. However, SQL query execution
for classic MySQL protocol sessions uses the r unSql () function, which takes an SQL statement and its
parameters, binds the specified parameters into the specified query and executes the query in a single
step, returning the results.

If you need to create a MySQL Shell script that is independent of the protocol used for connecting to the
MySQL server, MySQL Shell provides a sessi on. runSql () function for X Protocol, which works in
the same way as the r unSql () function in classic MySQL protocol sessions. You can use this function
in MySQL Shell only in place of sql (), so that your script works with either an X Protocol session or a
classic MySQL protocol session. Sessi on. runSql () returns a SqlResult object, which matches the
specification of the ClassicResult object returned by the classic MySQL protocol function, so the results
can be handled in the same way.

Note
@ Sessi on. runsSqgl () is exclusive to the MySQL Shell X DevAPI implementation in
JavaScript and Python, and is not part of the standard X DevAPI.

To browse the query results, you can use the f et chOneObj ect () function, which works for both the
classic MySQL protocol and X Protocol. This function returns the next result as a scripting object. Column
names are used as keys in the dictionary (and as object attributes if they are valid identifiers), and row
values are used as attribute values in the dictionary. Updates made to the object are not persisted on the
database.

For example, this code in a MySQL Shell script works with either an X Protocol session or a classic MySQL
protocol session to retrieve and output the name of a city from the given country:

var resultSet = nmySession.runSgl ("SELECT * FROM city WHERE countrycode = ' AUT ");
var row = resultSet.fetchOneject();
print(row ' Name']);

55


https://dev.mysql.com/doc/x-devapi-userguide/en/using-sql.html

Output Formats

5.7 Output Formats

MySQL Shell can print results in table, tabbed, or vertical format, or as pretty or raw JSON output. From
MySQL Shell 8.0.14, the MySQL Shell configuration option r esul t For nat can be used to specify any
of these output formats as a persistent default for all sessions, or just for the current session. Changing
this option takes effect immediately. For instructions to set MySQL Shell configuration options, see
Section 13.4, “Configuring MySQL Shell Options”. Alternatively, the command line option - - r esul t -
format orits aliases (- -t abl e, - -t abbed, - - verti cal ) can be used at startup to specify the output
format for a session. For a list of the command line options, see Section A.1, “mysqglsh — The MySQL
Shell”.

If the r esul t For mat configuration option has not been specified, when MySQL Shell is in interactive
mode, the default format for printing a result set is a formatted table, and when MySQL Shell is in batch
mode, the default format for printing a result set is tab separated output. When you set a default using the
resul t For mat configuration option, this default applies in both interactive mode and batch mode.

The MySQL Shell function shel | . dunpRows () can format a result set returned by a query in any of
the output formats supported by MySQL Shell, and dump it to the console. (Note that the result set is
consumed by the function.)

To help integrate MySQL Shell with external tools, you can use the - - j son option to control JSON
wrapping for all MySQL Shell output when you start MySQL Shell from the command line. When JSON
wrapping is turned on, MySQL Shell generates either pretty-printed JSON (the default) or raw JSON, and
the value of the r esul t For mat MySQL Shell configuration option is ignored. When JSON wrapping is
turned off, or was not requested for the session, result sets are output as normal in the format specified by
the r esul t For mat configuration option.

The out put For mat configuration option is now deprecated. This option combined the JSON wrapping
and result printing functions. If this option is still specified in your MySQL Shell configuration file or scripts,
the behavior is as follows:

» With the j son orj son/ r awvalue, out put For mat activates JSON wrapping with pretty or raw JSON
respectively.

e Withthe t abl e, t abbed, orverti cal value, out put For mat turns off JSON wrapping and sets the
resul t For mat configuration option for the session to the appropriate value.

5.7.1 Table Format

The table format is used by default for printing result sets when MySQL Shell is in interactive mode. The
results of the query are presented as a formatted table for a better view and to aid analysis.

To get this output format when running in batch mode, start MySQL Shell with the - -resul t -
f or mat =t abl e command line option (or its alias - - t abl e), or set the MySQL Shell configuration option
resul t Format tot abl e.

Example 5.1 Output in Table Format

MySQL | ocal host: 33060+ ssl world_x JS > shell.options.set('resultFormat','table')

MySQL | ocal host: 33060+ ssl world_x JS > session.sql("select * fromcity where countrycode="AUT" ")

oioioio- T S S S T S e S P +
| ID | Nane | CountryCode | District | Info |
oioioio- T S S S T S e S P +
| 1523 | Wen | AUT | Wen | {"Popul ation": 1608144} |
| 1524 | G az | AUT | Steiermark | {"Popul ation": 240967} |
| 1525 | Linz | AUT | North Austria | {"Popul ation": 188022} |
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| 1526 | Sal zburg | AUT | Sal zburg | {"Popul ation": 144247} |
| 1527 | Innsbruck | AUT | Tiroli | {"Popul ation": 111752} |
| 1528 | Klagenfurt | AUT | Karnten | {"Popul ation": 91141} |
+eommm - - Fommmmmeeaaaa Fommmmmeeeaaaa tomm e e e ee e e e e e e e mmmeeaaaa +

6 rows in set (0.0030 sec)

5.7.2 Tab Separated Format

The tab separated format is used by default for printing result sets when running MySQL Shell in batch
mode, to have better output for automated analysis.

To get this output format when running in interactive mode, start MySQL Shell with the - - resul t -
f or mat =t abbed command line option (or its alias - - t abbed), or set the MySQL Shell configuration
optionr esul t For mat tot abbed.

Example 5.2 Output in Tab Separated Format

MySQL | ocal host: 33060+ ssI world_x JS > shell.options.set('resultFormat','tabbed")
MySQL | ocal host: 33060+ ssl world_x JS > session.sql("select * fromcity where countrycode="AUT" ")

I D Name Count r yCode District I nfo

1523 W en AUT W en {" Popul ati on": 1608144}

1524 G az AUT St ei er mar k {" Popul ati on": 240967}

1525 Li nz AUT North Austria {"Popul ation": 188022}

1526 Sal zbur g AUT Sal zbur g {" Popul ati on": 144247}
1527 I nnsbr uck AUT Tiroli {"Population": 111752}

1528 Kl agenf urt AUT Karnten {"Popul ati on": 91141}

6 rows in set (0.0041 sec)

5.7.3 Vertical Format

The vertical format option prints result sets vertically instead of in a horizontal table, in the same way as
when the \ Gquery terminator is used for an SQL query. Vertical format is more readable where longer text
lines are part of the output.

To get this output format, start MySQL Shell with the - -resul t - f or mat =verti cal command line option
(orits alias - - verti cal ), or set the MySQL Shell configuration option r esul t For nat tovertical .

Example 5.3 Output in Vertical Format

MySQL | ocal host: 33060+ ssl world_x JS > shell.options.set('resultFormat','vertical")
MySQL | ocal host: 33060+ ssl world_x JS > session.sql("select * fromcity where countrycode="AUT' ")
khkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhhkhkhkhkkhkkkhkkkx*x 1 I’OW kkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhhkhkkhkkhhkkhkkkx*x
I D: 1523
Nane: Wen
Count ryCode: AUT
District: Wen
Info: {"Popul ation": 1608144}
khkkkkhkkkhkhkkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhhkhkkhkkhhkkhkkkx*x 2 I’OW kkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhhkhkhkhkkhkkkhkkk*x
I D: 1524
Name: G az
Count ryCode: AUT
District: Steiernmark
Info: {"Popul ation": 240967}
khkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhhkhkhkhkkhkkkhkkkx*x 3 I’OW kkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhhkhkkhkkhkkhkkkx*x
I D: 1525
Nane: Linz
Count ryCode: AUT
District: North Austria
Info: {"Popul ation": 188022}
kkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhhkhkhkhkkhkkhkkkx*x 4 I’OW khkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhkhkhhkhkkhkkhhkkhkkkx*x
I D: 1526
Name: Sal zburg
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Count ryCode: AUT
District: Sal zburg
Info: {"Popul ation": 144247}
khkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhhkhkhkhkkhhkkhkkkx*x 5 I’OW khkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhhkhkhkhkkhkhkkhkkkx*x
I D: 1527
Nane: | nnsbruck
Count ryCode: AUT
District: Tiroli
Info: {"Population": 111752}
khkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhhkkhhkhkkhkkhkhkkhkkkx*x 6 I’OW khkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhhkhkhkhkkhhkkhkkkx*x
I D: 1528
Nane: Kl agenfurt
Count ryCode: AUT
District: Karnten
Info: {"Population": 91141}
6 rows in set (0.0027 sec)

5.7.4 JSON Format Output

MySQL Shell provides a number of JSON format options to print result sets:

jsonorjson/pretty These options both produce pretty-printed JSON.
ndj son orj son/ r aw These options both produce raw JSON delimited by newlines.
j son/array This option produces raw JSON wrapped in a JSON array.

You can select these output formats by starting MySQL Shell with the - - r esul t - f or mat =val ue
command line option, or setting the MySQL Shell configuration option r esul t For mat .

In batch mode, to help integrate MySQL Shell with external tools, you can use the - - j son option to control
JSON wrapping for all output when you start MySQL Shell from the