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U.S. patent law protects consumers' right to repair their motor vehicle themselves, or choose a trusted
technician to perform the work for them. Cleaning, repairing and refurbishing parts or replacing worn or
broken parts has always been considered permissible under the law. Congress passed the DMCA to
provide IP protections for expressive works, such as movies or music - NOT to enable original equipment
manufacturers to design systems that prevent replacement of functional software and parts. While
unattended, DMCA is being used to stifle competition in the vehicle repair industry.

Congress and the U.S. Copyright Office must take immediate action to clarify that vehicle owners and
authorized third parties can continue to access embedded software for purposes of repair and maintenance.

Comment ID
COLC-2017-0007-0218

.@. Tracking Number
1k2-90y7-2xfb

Comment Details Submitter Info

Submitter Name

Jim Delton

https://www.regulations.gov/comment/COLC-2017-0007-0218 12



3/25/22, 4:28 PM Regulations.gov

\-/\*

About  Agencies Learn
(/about) (/agencies) (/learn)
Reports FAQ

(https://resources.regulations.gov/public/component/main?main=Reports) (/faq)

Privacy & Security Notice (/privacy-notice) | User Notice (/user-notice) |
Accessibility Statement (/accessibility) | Developers (https://open.gsa.gov/api/regulationsgov/)

Support (/support) Provide Site Feedback

https://www.regulations.gov/comment/COLC-2017-0007-0218 2/2



