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September 24, 2018

The Honorable John Thune, Chairman

The Honorable Bill Nelson, Ranking Member

U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
512 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Thune and Ranking Member Nelson:

We write to you in advance of the hearing “Examining Safeguards for Consumer Data
Privacy”.! We appreciate your attention to this important issue. There is an urgent need for the
United States to update its privacy laws. We have appeared before this Committee many times to
help the Commerce Committee address emerging privacy issues.?

Now EPIC writes to express our deep concern that not a single consumer group was invited
to testify at this week’s hearing. We join with the almost thirty other consumer privacy organizations
that have expressed “surprise and concern” about the absence of consumer voices at this hearing.> As
we wrote recently with Ralph Nader, “the voices of these consumer advocates should be heard. It is
not too late to start a meaningful dialogue on the future of privacy in America.”

We ask that this Statement from EPIC be entered in the hearing record.

Sincerely,

/sl Marc Rotenberg /s/ Caitriona Fitzgerald
Marc Rotenberg Caitriona Fitzgerald

EPIC President EPIC Policy Director
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safeguards-for-consumer-data-privacy.
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Privacy is a Fundamental Right.



