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Public Law 96-427
96th Congress
An Act

To amend ch:lapter_ 8‘7alof title 5, United States C totoinweasa the amounts m:‘f Oct. 10, 1980
a e T mae Teerl
regular :;h optional group insurance WN’] ot forlz'ﬂde" ral employees [H.R. 7666]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assemb Ef::f:;m'

Group Life
SHORT TITLE Insurance

Section 1. This Act may be cited as the “Federal Empl Group Act.of 1980.
Life Insurance Act of 1980”. ployees’ Group 5 sc 8701 note.

REGULAR GROUP INSURANCE PAYMENTS

Skc. 2. (a) Section 8701 of title 5, United States Code, is amended—
(1) in the section h%by iking out “Definition” and
inserting in lieu thereof “ itions”’; an
(2) by inserting at the end thereof the following new subsection:
“(c) For the purpose of this chapter, ‘basic insurance amount’ ‘Basic insurance
means, in the case of any employee under this chapter, an amount amount.
equal to the ter of—

(1) the annual rate of basic le to the employee,
rog(nzc)lestiotgotbhe next higher multiple of $1,000, plus $2,000, or

except that the amount of insurance not exceed the annual rate
of basic pay pag;]able for positions at II of the Executive Schedule
under section 5313 of this title, rounded to the next higher multiple of 5 USC 5313.
$1,000, plus $2,000. In the case of any former employee enti to
coverage under this chapter, the term means the basic insurance
amount applicable for employee at the time the insurance to
which the employee is entitled as an employee under this chapter
stocga gurquant to section 8706(a) of this title.”. 5 USC 8706.
) Section 8704(a) of title 5 is amended to read as follows:
“(a) An e::iployee eligible for insurance is entitled to be insured for
an amount of group life insurance equal to—
“(1) the employee's basic insurance amoun&emulti ied by
“(2) the appropriate factor determined on of the
employee’s age in accordance with the following schedule:

“If the age of the The appropriate
employee is: factor is:
35 or under. 2.0
36 19
87 18
38 17
39 16
40 1.5
41 14

&
&

43 12

45 or over 1.0.”.

&
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“Annual pﬂ}"-, '

5 USC 5545.
5 USC 8331.

5 USC 5545.

Effective date.

5 USC 8704
note.

5 USC 8101.

(c) Section 8704(b) of title 5 is amended—
D byi ing before “Subject to” the following new sentence:
m

inse

“Anem igible for insurance is entitled to be insured for
group accidental and dismemberment insurance in accord-
ance with this subsection.”;

(2) in the table, by striking out “shown in the schedule in
subsection (a) of this section” each place it appears and mmrl:lnﬁ
in lieu thereof “of the employee’s basic insurance amount”;

(3) in the last sentenct_s,%y striking out “the amount shown in
the schedule in subsection (a) of this section” and inserting in
lieu th?:. e “an amount equal to the employee’s basic insurance
amount.”.

(d) Section 8704(c) of title 5 is amended by striking out the last
sentence and inserting in lieu thereof the following: “For the purpose
of this chapter, ‘annual pay’ includes—

“(1) premium pay under section 5545(c)1) of this title; and

“(2) with to a law enforcement officer as defined in
section 8331(20) of this title, premium pay under section
5545(c)2) of this title.”.

(e) The item relating to section 8701 in the table of sections for
chapter 87 of title 5 is amended by striking out “Definition” and
inserting in lieu thereof “Definitions”.

(f) Subsections (b) and (c) of this section shall take effect befmmnf i
with the first pay period beginning on or after October 1, 1981.

CONTINUATION OF REGULAR GROUP LIFE INSURANCE

Skc. 8. (a) Section 8706(b) of title 5, United States Code, is amended
to read as follows:
“(b)(1) In the case of any employee who retires on an immediate
annuity and has been under this chapter throughout—
‘(A) the 5 years of service immediately preceding the date of
the employee’s retirement, or

“(B) the full period or periods of service during which the
.. employee was entitled to be insured, if fewer than 5 years,
life insurance, without accidental death and dismemberment insur-
ance, may be continued, under conditions determined by the Office.
“(2) In the case of any employee who becomes entitled to receive
compensation under subchapter I of ter 81 of this title because of
mwmtgjheemployeeand been insured under this

r u
“(A) the 5 years of service immediately preceding the date the

em%lsoyee becomes entitled to compensation, or y

“(B) the full period or periods of service during which the
. employee was entitled to be insured, if fewer than 5 years,
life insurance, without accidental death and dismemberment insur-
ance, may be continued, under conditions determined by the Office,

during the period the employee is com tion and is held
by the Secretary of Labor or the s delegate to be unable to
return to duty.

“(8) The amount of life insurance continued under paragraph (1) or
(2) of this subsection shall be continued, with or without reduction, at
the end of each full calendar month after the date the employee
becomes 65 years of age and is retired or is receiving cowT_Fensanon for
disease or injury, in accordance with the employee’s written election
at the time eligibility to continue insurance during retirement or
receipt of compensation arises, as follows:
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“(A) the emogloyee may elect to have the deductions required by
section 8707 of this title withheld from annuity or compensation, 5 USC 8707.
and the em[tgloyee’s life insurance shall be reduced each monthhliy
2 percent of the face value until 25 percent of the amount of life
insurance in force before the first reduction remains; or

“(B) in addition to any deductions which would be required if
the insurance were continued as provided under subparagraplo?
(A) of this paragraph, the employee may elect continuous wit
holdings from annuity or compensation in amounts determined
by the Office, and the em;;lggee’s life insurance coverage shall be
either continued without reduction or reduced each month by no
more than 1 percent of its face value until no less than 50 percent
of the amount of insurance in force before the first reduction

remains.

“(4) If an employee elects to continue insurance under subpara-
graph (B) of paragra‘fh (3) of this subsection at the time eligibility to
continue insurance during retirement or receipt of compensation for
disease or injury arises, the individual may later cancel that election
and life insurance coverage shall continue as if the individual had
of' i1 eé‘;etcited coverage under subparagraph (A) of paragraph (3)
of this su on.”,

EMPLOYEE DEDUCTIONS; WITHHOLDING

SEc. 4. (a) Section 8707 of title 5, United States Code, is amended to
read as follows:

“§8707. Employee deductions; withholding 5 USC 8707.

“(a) During each period in which an employee is insured under a
policy purchased by the Office of Personnel Management under
section 8709 of this title, there shall be withheld from the employee’s 5 USC 8709.
geay a share of the cost of the group life insurance and accidental
ath and dismemberment insurance.
“(bX1) Whenever life insurance continues after an employee retires
on an immediate annuity or while the employee is receiving compen-
sation under subchapter I of chapter 81 of this title because of disease 5 USC 8101.
or injury to the employee, as provided in section 8706(b) of this title,
deductions for insurance shall be withheld from the employee’s
annuity or compensation, except that, in any case in which the
insurance is continued as provided in section STKS(b)Cﬁ)(A) of this title, 5 USC 8706.
the deductions shall not be made for months after the calendar
month in which the employee becomes 65 of age.
“(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1) of this subsection, insurance
shall be so continued without cost (other than as provided under
section 8706(b)X3)(B)) to each employee who so retires, or commences
receivi'il{ compensation, on or before December 31, 1989.
“(c) The amount withheld from the S:X’ annuity, or compensation
of each employee subject to insurance deductions shall be at the rate,
adjusted to the nearest half-cent, of 66% percent of the level cost as
determined by the Office for each $1,000 of the employee’s basic
1nsurance amount.
_ “(d) If an agency fails to withhold the proper amount of life Waiver.
insurance deductions from an individual’s salary, compensation, or
retirement annuity, the collection of unpaid deductions may be
waived by the agency if, in the judgment of the agency, the individual
is without fault and recovery would be against equity and
conscience. However, if the agency so waives the collection of unpaid
deductions, the agency shall submit an amount equal to the sum of
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5 USC 8708,

"Statﬂ-"

Waiver.

5 USC 8T714b.

5 USC
B709-8712.

5 USC 8702.

5 USC 8714a.

the uncollected deductions and related agency contributions required
under section 8708 of this title to the for deposit to the
Employees’ Life Insurance Fund.”.

PREEMPTION

SEc. 5. (a) Section 8709 of title 5, United States Code, is amended by
inserting at the end thereof the following new subsection:

“(d)(1) The provisions of any contract under this chapter which
relate to the nature or extent of coverage or benefits (including
Elayments with respect to benefits) shall su e and preempt any

w of any State or political subdivision thereof, or any regulation
issued thereunder, which relates to group life insurance to the extent
that the law or regulation is inconsistent with the contractual
provisions.

“(2) For the p e of this section, ‘State’ means a State of the
United States, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, and a territory or possession of the United States.”.

CONTINUATION OF REGULAR OPTIONAL INSURANCE

Skc. 6. (a) Section 8714a(c)2)(C) of title 5, United States Code, is
amended to read as follows:

) 0 OB D of this DEran: Sl he e
agraph (A) or subparagrap paragraph s
2 percent at the end of each full calendar month after the date the
employee becomes 65 years of age and is retired or is receiving
compensation for disease or uuu.rg The Office shall prescribe mini-
mum amounts, not less than 25 percent of the amount of life
insurance in force before the first reduction, to which the insurance
may be reduced.”.

(b) Section 8714a(d) of title 5 is amended by inserting “(1)” after
“(d)” and by adding at the end thereof the following new paragraph:

“(2) If an agency fails to withhold the proper cost of optional
insurance from an individual’s salary, compensation, or retirement
annuity, the collection of amounts properly due may be waived by the
agency if, in the judgment of the agency, the individual is without
fault and recovery would be against equity and good conscience.
However, if the agency so waives the collection of any unpaid
amount, the agency shall submit an amount equal to the uncollected
%mom,:l’t to the ce for deposit to the Employees’ Life Insurance

und.”.

ADDITIONAL OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE

Sec. 7. (a) Chapter 87 of title 5, United States Code, is further
amended by inserting after section 8714a the following new section:

“§8714b. Additional optional life insurance

“(a) Under the conditions, directives, and terms specified in sec-
tions 8709 through 8712 of this title, the Office of Personnel
ment, without regard to section 5 of title 41, may purchase a policy
which shall make available to each employee insured under section
8702 of this title amounts of additi optional life insurance
(without accidental death and dismemberment insurance). An
employee may elect coverage under this section without regard to
whether the employee has e coverage under optional insurance
available under section 8714a of this title.



PUBLIC LAW 96-427—OCT. 10, 1980 94 STAT. 1835

“(b) The additional oFt.ional insurance provided under this section
shall be made available to each eligible employee who has elected
coverage under this section, under conditions the Office shall pre-
scribe, in multiples, at the employee’s election, of 1, 2, 8, 4, or 5 times
the annual rate of basic ble to the employee (rounded to the
next higher multiple of m ) except that coverage may not exceed
an amount equal to 5 times the annual rate of basic pay ble for
positions at level II of the Executive Schedule under section 5313 of
this title (rounded to the next higher multiple of $1,000). An employee 5 usc 5313.
g:lay reduce or stop coverage elected pursuant to this section at any

ime.

“(cX1) The additional optional insurance elected by an employee
pursuant to this section shall stop on separation from service, 12
months after discontinuance of pay, or on entry on active military
duty or active duty for training, subject to provision for a 31-day
tempora;f extension of insurance coverage and for conversion to an
individual policy, as provided in sections 8706(a) and 8706(c) of this
title. 5 USC 8706.

“(2) In the case of any employee who retires on an immediate
annuity or who becomes entitled to receive compensation under
subchapter I of chapter 81 of this title because of disease or in,jurit.o 5 USC 8101.
the employee, so much of the additional optional insurance as has
been in force for not less than—

“(A) the b years of service immediately preceding the date of
retirement or entitlement to compensation, or
“(B) the full period or periods of service during which the
insurance was available to the employee, if fewer than 5 years,
may be continued under conditions determined by the Office after
retirement or while the employee is receiving compensation under
subchapter I of chapter 81 of this title and is held by the Secretary of
Labor (or the Secretary’s delegate) to be unable to return to duty. The
amount of insurance continued under this agraph shall be
reduced each month by 2 percent effective at the beginning of the
second calendar month after the date the employee becomes 65 years
of age and is retired or is in receipt of compensation. The reduction
shall continue for 50 months at which time the insurance stops.

“(d)(1) During each period in which the additional optional insur-
ance is in force on an employee the full cost thereof be withheld
from the employee’s pay. During each period in which an employee
continues additional optional insurance after retirement or while in
receipt of compensation under subcha[)t.er I of chapter 81 of this title
because of disease or injury to the employee, as provided in subsection
(c) of this section, the full cost thereof shall be withheld from the
former employee’s annuity or compensation, except that, beginning
at the end of the calendar month in which the former employee
becomes 65 years of age, the additional optional life insurance shall
be without cost to the former employee. Amounts so withheld shall be
deposited, used, and invested as provided in section 8714 of this title 5 USC 8714.
and shall be reported and accounted for together with amounts
withheld under section 8714a(d) of this title.

“(2) If an agency fails to withhold the proper cost of additional Waiver.
optional insurance from an individual's salary, compensation, or
retirement annuity, the collection of amounts properly due be
waived by the ;igency if, in the judgment of the agency, the individual
is without fault and recovery would be against equity and good
conscience. However, if the agency so waives the collection of any
unpaid amount, the agency 1 submit an amount equal to the
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5 USC 8714a.

5 USC 8705.

5 USC 8T14c.

5 USC
8709-8712.

5 USC B702.

5 USC 8701.

5 USC 8706.

5 USC 8101.

Ante, p. 1834.

uneo].lectet%‘&a:munt to the Office for deposit to the Employees’ Life

Insurance Fund.

‘““(e) The cost of the additional optional insurance shall be deter-

mined from time to time by the Office on the basis of the employee’s
relative to such age groups as the Office establishes under section
14a(e) of this title. y : )

“(f) The amount of additional optional life insurance in force on an
emplg{eeatthedateofhisdeathahaﬂbepaidaspmvidedinsecﬁon
8705 of this title.”.

(b) The table of sections for chapter 87 of title 5, United States Code,
is amended by inserting after the item relating to section 8714a the
following new item:

“8714b. Additional optional life insurance.”.

OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE ON FAMILY MEMBERS

Skc. 8. (a) Chapter 87 of title 5, United States Code, is further
amended by inserting after section 8714b (as added by section 7 of this
Act) the fo ing new section:

“§8714¢. Optional life insurance on family members

“(a) Under the conditions, directives, and terms specified in sec-
tions 8709 through 8712 of this title, the Office of Personnel
ment, without regard to section 5 of title 41, may purchase a policy
which shall make available to each employee insured under section
8702 of this title amounts of optional life insurance (without acciden-
tal d?;th and dismemberment insurance) on the employee’s family
members.

“(b) The optional life insurance on family members provided under
this section shall be made available to each eligible employee Who
elects coverage under this section, under conditions the ce shall
prescribe, in the amount of $5,000 for a spouse and $2,500 for each
child described in section 8701(d). The employee may stop coverage
elected under this section at any time.

“(c)(1) Optional life insurance on family members shall stop at the
earlier of the employee’s death, the employee’s separation from the
service, 12 months after discontinuance of pay, or the employee’s
entry on active duty or active duty for training, as provided in
sections 8706(a) and 8706(c) of this title, subject to on for a 31-
day temporary extension of insurance covem%e and for conversion to
individual tEc;lic:iees under conditions approved by the 1

“2) In case of any employee who retires on an immediate
annuity or who becomes entitled to receive compensation under
subchapter I of chapter 81 of this title because of disease or injury to
the employee and who has had in force insurance under this section
for no less than—

“(A) the 5 years of service immediately preceding the date of
retirement or entitlement to compensation, or
“(B) the full period or periods of service during which the
insurance was available to the emgéoyee, if fewer 5 years,
ogtiona.l life insurance on family members m%y be continued under
the same conditions as provided in section 8714b(c)2) of this title.

“(d)(1) During each period in which the optional life insurance on
family members is in force the full cost thereof shall be withheld from
the employee’s pay. During each period in which an employee
continues optional life insurance on family members after retirement
or while in receipt of compensation under subchapter I of chapter 81
of this title because of disease or injury to the employee, as provided
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in subsection (¢) of this section, the full cost shall be withheld from
the annuity or compensation, except that, beginning at the end of the
calendar month in which the former employee becomes 65 years of
age, the optional life insurance on family members shall be without
cost to the employee. Amounts so withheld shall be deposited, used,
and invested as provided in section 8714 of this title and shall be 5 USC 8714.
reported and accounted for together with amounts withheld under
section 8714a(d) of this title. 5 USC 8714a.
“2) If an a%en fails to withhold the d?ro‘!:er cost of optional life Waiver.
insurance on amliiy members from an individual’s salary, compensa-
tion, or retirement annuity, the collection of amounts properly due
may be waived by the agency if, in the judgment of the agency, the
individual is without fault and recovery would be against equity and
good conscience. However, if thghﬁfnc{ so waives the collection of
su

any unpaid amount, the agen mit an amount equal to the
uncollected amount to the for deposit to the Employees’ Life
Insurance Fund.

“(e) The cost of the optional life insurance on family members shall
be determined from time to time by the Office on the basis of the
employee’s age relative to such age groups as the Office establishes
under section 8714a(e) of this title.
“(f) The amount of optional life insurance which is in force under
this section on a family member of an employee or former employee
on the date of the death of the family member shall be paid, on the
establishment of a valid claim by the employee, to such employee or,
in the event of the death of the employee before ent can be
made, to the person or persons entitled to the group life insurance in
force on the employee under section 8705 of this title.”. 5 USC 8705.
(b) Section 8701 of title 5 is further amended by inserting at theend Ante, p. 1831,
thereof the follewing new subsection:
“(d)(1) For the purpose of this chapter, ‘family member’, when used “Family
with respect to any individual, means— mamber.
“(A) the spouse of the individual; and
“(B) an unmarried dependent child of the individual (other
than a stillborn child), including an adopted child, stepchild (but
only if the stepchild lived with the individual in a parent-
ild relationship), or recognized natural child—
“(i) who is less than 22 years of age, or
“(ii) who is 22 years of age or older and is incapable of self-
support because of a mental or physical dmag ility which
existed before the child became 22 years of age.
“(2) For the purpose of this subsection, ‘dependent’, in the case of ‘“Dependent.”
any child, means that the individual involved was, at the time of the
child’s death, either living with or contributing to the support of the
child, as determined in accordance with the regulations the Office
shall prescribe.”.
(¢) The table of sections for chapter 87 of such title 5 is amended by
inserting after the item relating to section 8714b (as added by section
T of this Act) the following new item:

“8T714c. Optional life insurance on family members.”.

REPEAL OF SECTION 8713 OF TITLE 5

Skc. 9. (a) Section 8713 of title 5, United States Code, is repealed.
(b) The table of sections for chapter 87 of title 5 is amended by
striking out the item relating to section 8713.
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EFFECTIVE DATES

5USC8701 note.  Sge, 10. (a) Unless otherwise specified, this Act shall take effect on
the date of the enactment of this Act and shall have no effect in the
case of an employee who died, was separated, or retired before the
date of enactment.

(b) The amendment made by subsection (d) of section 2 of this Act
shall apply with to premium pay payable under section
5545(c)(2) of title 5, United States Code, from and after the first day of
the first period which begins on or after the date of the
enactment of this Act.

(c) The amendments made by section 3 of this Act shall apply only
in the case ﬁgﬁ}n emplin;{eg who mﬁmrﬁmes eg:iﬂf%clll to reee&vlg
compensation for wor! on or after the 130th day

Tﬂi‘? datethatthm

dateoftheenactmento:‘ Act, or any earlier ;s . of
Personnel may prescribe which is at least 60 days after
the date of enactment.

(d) The amendments made by sections 7 and 8 of this Act shall take
effect on the first of the first pay period which begins on or after
the 180th day fo the date of the enactment of this Act, or on
any earlier that Oﬁ‘ioem which is at least 60
days after the date of enactment, have no effect in the case
ofanpm;&l:tyeeewhodied,wasﬁnaﬂysepamm,orreﬁredbeforethe
effective ;

AVAILABILITY OF/CERTAIN FUNDS IN EMPLOYEES' LIFE INSURANCE FUND

5 USC 8714a Sec. 11. Amounts credited to the Employees’ Life Insurance Fund
Bote, under section 8714a(d) of title 5, United States Code, shall be
available for expenses incurred by the Office of Personnel Manage-
%e;akic%implemenﬁngthe ents made by sections 7 and 8 of

Approved October 10, 1980.
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