
FIFTY-NINTH CONGRESS. Sess . I. Ch . 3289. 1906.

CHAP. 3289.—An Act Forbidding the importation, exportation, or carriage in 
interstate commerce of falsely or spuriously stamped articles of merchandise made of 
gold or silver or their alloys, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be unlawful for 
any person, firm, corporation, or association, being a manufacturer of 
or wholesale or retail dealer in gold or silver jewelry or gold ware, 
silver goods or silverware, or for any officer, manager, director, or 
agent of such firm, corporation, or association to import or export or 
cause to be imported into or exported from the United States for the 
purpose of selling or disposing of the same, or to deposit or cause to 
be deposited in the United States mails for transmission thereby, or 
to deliver or cause to be delivered to any common carrier for trans-
portation from one State, Territory, or possession of the United 
States, or the District of Columbia, to any other State, Territory, 
or possession of the United States, or to said District, in inter-
state commerce, or to transport or cause to be transported from 
one State, Territory, or possession of the United States, or from the 
District of Columbia, to any other State, Territory, or possession of 
the United States, or to said District, in interstate commerce, any 
article of merchandise manufactured after the date when this Act 
takes effect and made in whole or in part of gold or silver, or any 
alloy of either of said metals, and having stamped, branded, engraved, 
or printed thereon, or upon any tag, card, or label attached thereto, 
or upon any box, package, cover, or wrapper in which said article is 
incased or inclosed, any mark or word indicating or designed or 
intended to indicate that the gold or silver or alloy of either of said 
metals in such article is of a greater degree of fineness than the actual 
fineness or quality of such gold, silver, or alloy, according to the 
standards and subject to the qualifications set forth in sections two 
and three of this Act.

Sec . 2. That in the case of articles of merchandise made in whole or 
in part of gold or of any of its alloys so imported into or exported 
from the United States, or so deposited in the United States mails for 
transmission, or so delivered for transportation to any common carrier, 
or so transported or caused to be transported as specified in the first 
section of this Act, the actual fineness of such gold or alloy shall not 
be less by more than one-half of one carat than the fineness indicated 
by the mark stamped, branded, engraved, or printed upon any part 
of such article, or upon any tag, card, or label attached thereto, or 
upon any box, package, cover, or wrapper in which such article is 
incased or inclosed; except that in the case of watch cases and fiat 
ware, so made of gold or of any of its alloys, the actual fineness 
of such gold or alloy shall not be less by more than three one- 
thousandth parts than the fineness indicated by the mark stamped, 
branded, engraved, or printed upon such article, or upon any tag, 
card, or label attached thereto, or upon any box, package, cover, 
or wrapper in which such article is incased or inclosed: Provided, 
That in any test for the ascertainment of the fineness of any article 
mentioned in this section, according to the foregoing standards, the 
part of the article taken for the test, analysis, or assay shall be such 
part or portion as does not contain or have attached thereto any solder 
or alloy of inferior fineness used for brazing or uniting the parts of 
said article: Provided, further, That in the case of any article men-
tioned in this section, in addition to the foregoing tests and standards, 
the actual fineness of the entire quantity of gold or of its alloys con-
tained in such article, including all solder and alloy of inferior fineness 
used for brazing or uniting the parts of such article (all such gold, 
alloys, and solder being assayed as. one piece), shall not be less by more 
than one carat than the fineness indicated by the mark stamped,
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branded, engraved, or imprinted upon such article, or upon any tag, 
card, or label attached thereto, or upon any box, package, cover, or 
wrapper in which such article is incased or inclosed, it being intended 
that the standards of fineness and the tests or methods for ascertain-
ing the same provided in this section for articles mentioned therein 
shall be concurrent and not alternative.

Sec . 3. That in the case of articles of merchandise made in whole or 
in part of silver or any of its alloys so imported into or exported from 
the United States, or so deposited in the United States mails for trans-
mission, or so delivered for transportation to any common carrier, or 
so transported or caused to be transported as specified in the first sec-
tion of this Act, the actual fineness of the silver or alloy thereof of 
which such article is wholly or partly composed shall not be less by 
more than four one-thousandth parts than the actual fineness indicated 
by any mark (other than the word “sterling” or the word “coin”) 
stamped, branded, engraved, or printed upon any part of such article, 
or upon any tag, card, or label attached thereto, or upon any box, 
package, cover, or wrapper in which such article is incased or inclosed; 
and that no such article or tag, card, or label attached thereto, or box, 
package, cover, or wrapper in which such article is incased or inclosed 
shall be marked, stamped, branded, engraved, or printed with the word 
‘ ‘ sterling ” ork ‘ sterling silver ” or any colorable imitation thereof, unless 
such article or parts thereof purporting to be silver contains nine 
hundred and twenty-five one-thousandth parts pure silver; and that no 
such article, tag, card, label, box, package, cover, or wrapper shall be 
marked, stamped, branded, engraved, or printed with the words 
“coin” or “coin silver” or colorable imitation thereof unless such 
article or parts thereof purporting to be silver contains nine hundred 
one-thousandth parts pure silver: Provided, That in the case of all 
such articles whose fineness is indicated by the word “sterling” or the 
word “coin” there shall be allowed a divergence in the fineness of 
foui- one-thousandth parts from the foregoing standards: Provided, 
That in any test for the ascertainment of the fineness of any such arti-
cle mentioned in this section according to the foregoing standards the 
part of the article taken for the test, analysis, or assay shall be such 
part or portion as does not contain or have attached thereto any solder 
or alloy of inferior fineness used for brazing or uniting the parts of 
such article: Provided further, That in the case of any article men-
tioned in this section, in addition to the foregoing tests and standards, 
the actual fineness of the entire quantity of silver or of its alloys con-
tained in such article, including all solder and alloy of inferior fineness 
used for brazing or uniting the parts of such article (all such silver, 
alloys, and solder being assayed as one piece), shall not be less by 
more than ten one-thousandth parts than the fineness indicated by the 
marked, stamped, branded, engraved, or imprinted upon such article, 
or upon any tag, card, or label attached thereto, or upon any box, 
package, cover, or wrapper in which such article is incased or inclosed, 
it being intended that the standards of fineness and the tests or meth-
ods for ascertaining the same provided in this section for articles 
mentioned therein shall be concurrent and not alternative.

Sec . 4. That in the case of articles of merchandise made in whole or in 
part of an inferior metal, having deposited or plated thereon or brazed 
or otherwise affixed thereto a plating, covering, or sheet composed of 
gold or silver, or of an alloy of either of said metals, and known in 
the market as rolled gold plate, gold plate, gold filled, silver plate, or 
gold or silver electroplate, or by any similar designation, so imported 
into or exported from the United States, or so deposited in the United 
States mails for transmission, or so delivered to any common carrier, 
or so transported or caused to be transported as specified in the first 
section of this Act, no such article, nor any tag, card, or label attached

Silver articles.
Deviation from 

marked fineness al-
lowed.

“Sterling-” goods.

“Coin” goods.

Provisos.
Divergence per-

mitted.

Tests.

Actual fineness re-
quired.

Plated goods.
Description re-

quired.

I



262 FIFTY-NINTH CONGRESS. Sess . I. Chs . 3289,3298. 1906.

Use of “ sterling ’ ’ or 
“coin” forbidden.

Punishment for vio-
lations.

Jurisdiction.

“Article of mer-
chandise” defined.

Original packages 
not exempt from 
State, etc., laws.

In effect in one year.

thereto, nor any box, package, cover, or wrapper in which such article 
is incased or inclosed, shall be stamped, branded, engraved, or im-
printed with any word or mark usually employed to indicate the fine-
ness of gold, unless such word or mark be accompanied by other words 
plainly indicating that such article or part thereof is made of rolled 
gold plate, gold plate, or gold electroplate, or is gold filled, as the case 
may be, and no such article, nor any tag, card, or label attached there-
to, nor any box, package, cover, or wrapper in which such article is 
incased or inclosed, shall be stamped, branded, engraved, or imprinted 
with the word “sterling” or the word “coin,” either alone or in 
conjunction with other words or marks.

Sec . 5. That each and every person, firm, corporation, or association, 
being a manufacturer of or a wholesale or retail dealer in gold or silver 
jewelry, gold ware, silver goods, or silverware, who or which shall 
knowingly violate any of the provisions of this Act, and every officer, 
manager, director, or managing agent of any such corporation or asso-
ciation having knowledge of such violation and directly participating 
in such violation or consenting thereto, shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof in any court of the United 
States having jurisdiction of crimes within the district in which such 
violation was committed or through which has been conducted the 
transportation of the article in respect to which such violation has been 
committed, shall be punished by a fine of not more than five hundred 
dollars or imprisonment for not more than three months, or both, at 
the discretion of the court. Whenever the offense is begun in one 
jurisdiction and completed in another it may be dealt with, inquired 
of, tried, determined, and punished in either jurisdiction in the same 
manner as if the offense had been actually and wholly committed 
therein.

Sec . 6. That the expression “article of merchandise” as used in 
this Act shall signify any goods, wares, works of art, commodity, or 
other thing which may be lawfully kept or offered for sale.

Sec . 7. That all articles of merchandise to which this Act applies 
which shall have been transported into any State, Territory, District, 
or possession of the United States, and shall remain therein for use, 
sale, or storage, shall, upon arrival in such State, Territory, District, 
or possession, be subject to the operation of all the laws of such State, 
Territory, District, or possession of the United States to the same 
extent and in the same manner as though such articles of merchandise 
had been produced in such State, Territory, District, or possession, 
and shall not be exempt therefrom by reason of being introduced 
therein in original packages or otherwise.

Sec . 8. That this Act shall take effect one year after the date of its
passage.

Approved, June 13, 1906.
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CHAP. 3298. —An Act To enable the mdians allotted lands in severalty within the 
boundaries of drainage district numbered one, in Richardson County, Nebraska, to 
protect their lands from overflow, and for the segregation of such of said Indians 
from their tribal relations as may be expedient, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized, in his discretion, under 
such rules and regulations as he may prescribe, to pay per capita to 
the Indians of the Sac and Fox tribe, of Missouri, allotted lands in 
severalty within the boundaries of drainage district numbered one, in 
Richardson County, Nebraska, the proportionate share of such Indians 
in the one hundred and fifty-seven thousand dollars “paper principal”
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