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Internet law and policy, a very · na-

From Facebook, to scent field that is rapidly gaining a 
eBay, and the iPhone, the lot of attention on Capitol Hill and 

, becoming increasingly in academic circles: 
in oW- daily lives, but we ' ~PIC-is 'converu~ntly located in 
just begun to understand the do~to\\'li'J?C., soIhadthe unique 
tions ofa continuously \ opporturiit¥:teattend congressional 
life. All too often we read news ~~~~:s : hearings '~ti'Policy meetings in our 
about sensitive personal ; nation's. ;capital and learn directly 
being accidentally le,aked I fromex~~its'Oi1 a varietyoftopjcs. 
sponsible companies, . . ' ~j~e~ J researched and helped 
compromising consumer · draft testimony titled "Protecting the 

Imvacy. And, as a matter of Privacy of the Social Security Num-
'I policy, America is currently , ' ber from Identity Theft" for my su-

Have you Googled yourself to find a comfortable balance : pervisortopresenttoacongressional 

ah' protecting civil liberties and ' ' subco.mmittee. In addition to making , lately? It's OK. Go ead an~do it. 
In fact, the Office of CareerS,rvices technology to -defend my fitst congressional cameQ (on TV 

'\ security. just behind Sen. Schumer), I learned 
highly recommends that jobappli- As a summer clerk at the alotabouttherisksinvolvedwiththe 
cants conduct a web search ill- order 

ak ·th th· nl" tronic Privacy Information misuse of Social Security Numbers tom., . esure at erro mepejrsonas 
are squeaky clean, and void pf any (EPIC), I had the chance to for identification purposes. , 

i about the exciting Here at William & Mary, the 
.. , .. ' - ' . - - ~ .. - - • ... ..... -. .' .. .o. . .. .. \.. • • • • .' ... "." • • ., .. ,4 ~ .. • • ,. , ,. • to . • - _. it 'll:' flo · !II • ~: ~ . 

r , 

first password 1 received from the, IT 
department was a combination of my , 
last initial and 'the end of my SSN. 
And, in addition to that,the gym has 
biometric dataJrom myth~bprint. 
Also; I just got .an ,ema.illast week 
with a spreadsheet of everybody's 
.healthcarepolicy and their W&M 
Student ID number. This isn'fa sci..: 
enfe fictionc()~spiracytheory. Ide.r 
tity theft topped the Federal Trade 
Cdmmission 'scomplaint listfor tile 
seventh year in a rowasit continues 
to cause billions (with a B) of dollarS 
of damage a year. This is rea.l. ........ ' 

The most high-profile 'Proj~ctl 
worked on this summerwasre::;earch­
ing the proposed merger ' between 

, Google, the world's largest search 
engine,andDoubleClick, the world's 
largest purveyor of online advertis­
Continued on pg 9. 
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Continued from Pg 8. commentsto' federal .rulemakers to ' 
ing. The summer clerks helped submit reject the use of "vicinity read" radio 
supplemental materials to the FTC as frequen<;y identification technology 
they investigate the anticompetitive in passport cards, because of sub­
practices and privacy concerns in the stantial privacy and security risks. I 
$3.1 billion dollar merger. Between helped edit chapters on international 
DoubleClick's ability to reach an privacy law for the annual publica­
estimated 85% of all Internet users t~on Privacy & Human Rights. And, 
and Google being the search engine lfileda Freedom ofInformation Act 
of choice for more than half of all request and drafted a letter sentto the 
Americans, the amount of data this S~cretaryofDefen~e inquiring about 
joint entity could collect about con- the u.s. military's collection ofIraqi 1 
sumers is astounding. After AOL's citizens'l1iometricdatainaneffortto 
data breach last year revealed tire--b.elp prevent genocidal violence. 
search habits of over 650,000 suppos- ' It waS an honor to represent'Wil:::' 
edly"anonymous" and "non-identifi- Ham & Mary School of Law at this 
able" users, it would be prudentto pay summer program and demonstrate 
attention to these privacy concerns. that even one of the world's old-
I don't think anybody wants to the est law schools is in touch with the 
worldtoknowwhatthey'researching 21st century.! plan on continuing to 
for online during a Van Alstyne first work in the field of technology and 
amendment class. policy, and I believe my clerkship 

In addition to the projects on at EPIC put me on the right path 
Social Security and Google, I got to to finding an enjoyable career as a 
exploresevenil other contemporary public servant. 
privacy issues. I prepared and drafted 


