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Around the world, members of sexual and gender minorities
and intersex people face stigma, discrimination and persecu-
tions and nowhere is there yet full acceptance and protection
for all LGBTQI+ people.

Still, in often extremely hostile environments human rights
defenders manage to show resilience and power by fighting
for their rights and using their visibility for change. As such,
this May 17, despite many limitations brought by the global
COVID 19 pandemic, communities carried on with their cele-
bration of the International Day Against Homophobia, Trans-
phobia and Biphobia.

This year, almost all mobilization efforts occured online, as an
impressive number of organisations of sexual and gender
minorities, intersex people, and their allies took to social
media to organise online conferences, concerts, cooking clas-
ses, drag shows or bingos, and many other events, from Aus-
tralia to South Africa and Brazil.

Webinars advocating for the respect of Human Rights of
all sexual and gender minorities and Intersex people were
understandably a very important part of the celebrations,
from Nigeria and Zimbabwe to Honduras, Ukraine and Sri
Lanka.

Several very important reports were released on the Day to
underline the legal, political and social state of the world for
sexual and gender minorities, and especially the impact of
COVID19 on our communities.



But while the online mobilisation reached historic outreach
figures, we must not forget that the digital divide once again
often excluded the most marginalised from taking part in the
online #/DAHOTB2020 #IDAHOBIT2020 buzz.

spite the situation, not everything happened online. With
ue respect for safety measures, activists from Thailand to
Mexico and Germany gathered in public places to proudly
demonstrate that sexual and gender minorities will not be
silenced, in times when the COVID19 pandemic is being used
in many places to roll back Human Rights for sexual and
gender minorities.

Around the world, from Poland to Italy, many buildings lit up
as beacons of vigilance for sexual and gender diversities. Rain-
bow flags flew over hundreds of police stations, embassies,
schools, and other public buildings, from Belgium's City Halls,
to Chile’s Ministerial buildings, embassies and city halls.

Political declarations were, of course, also prominent. From the UN
Secretary General to Canada Prime Minister Trudeau or Argentine
President Alberto Fernandez, and with countless UN agencies and
experts chiming in, powerful voices around the world rose up to
remind that people from sexual and gender minorities are severely
affected by the consequences of the COVID19 pandemic, and that
the world must care for the most vulnerable.

Beyond this, many messages also reminded the world of the



incredible dedication of many LGBQI+ people who are comba-
ting the pandemic daily, either as health care workers or aac-
tivists supporting their communities.

This shows that sexual and gender minorities are not victims
of the situation, they are the “everyday heroes” who tirelessly
save lives and fight for a better world.

The major learning from #IDAHOTB2020 #IDAHOBIT2020 is
simple: the resilience, creativity and commitment of LGBTQI+
communities can show the world a different way to create
societies rather than competition and greed. Instead of scape-
goating them and creating moral panics, leaders around the
world would be smarter to get inspired by how sexual and
gender minorities are facing up to the huge challenges that
they face daily, which COVID19 has only exacerbated.

The intensity of the mobilisation can be witnessed by scrolling
down the May17 Twitter timeline. It bears witness that com-
munities took this year’s theme very seriously and have
indeed been #BreakingTheSilence !

Note: This aloum provides a few snapshots from the many events that were
recorded. This is a somewhat random selection of what we saw on our social media.
This selection is of course far from perfect and it underlines the digital divide and the
strong differences in freedom of expression worldwide. Nevertheless, we hope that
these few pictures bear testimony to the creativity and courage of the hundreds of
organisations who were involved in celebrations around the world. It would be
impossible to mention them all. As a matter of fairness, we chose not to mention
any individual organisation. Our Twitter feed @may17org provides more detailed
coverage of events and organisers.
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Drag Walk Berlin
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German Postal Services HQ light up in
Rainbow colors

Montreuil, France

Wall paintings were one of the popular safe
ways to mark May17 here in Australia
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At the UN, a large group of States issued a Statement in favour the universal respect for Human Rights
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Countless rainbow flags were raised
in honour of IDAHTB / IDAHOBIT -
Here in Canada
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In Italy, Chemists distribute May17 badges
to be worn on face masks
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The posters created for May 17 were a popular
feature all over the web.
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